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Proud Sponsor 
of Tomorrow.
At Lincoln Financial Group, we believe in helping  
people face their futures with confidence. It began 
over a century ago when we adopted Lincoln’s name. 
His legacy of honesty, integrity, and respect has helped 
shape our business as well as how we dedicate our 
resources to help the community around us. 

It’s also why we established the Lincoln Financial  
Foundation: To carry on our rich tradition of giving by 
supporting the hopes and dreams of Indiana with the 
tools it needs to lay the foundation for a better tomorrow.

LCN-1271538-081115  ©2019 Lincoln National Corporation.
Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates.

https://www.lfg.com/public/individual
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DIAGHILEV SOCIETY MEMBERS enjoy a host of rewards and privileges with the foremost purpose 
being to support Fort Wayne Ballet through an exclusive leadership community who engage and 
share in a higher Fort Wayne Ballet experience.
THE FOUNDERS CIRCLE is more than an annual giving level — it is a group of individuals and 
couples providing a commitment to renew as a Society member for subsequent years. Founders 
Circle members are forever recognized as the visionaries who launched Fort Wayne Ballet’s Diaghilev 
Society and a lasting legacy.  

THE FOUNDERS CIRCLE:
Richard E. Baker
David & Janet Bell
Jennifer A. Bell
Hope Huber 
Barry & Carol Labov
Janet Leezer &  
 Todd Opacinch
Sharon & Richard Leezer
Carol & Duane Lupke
Dave & Cheryl McComb
Mike & Jeanne Mirro
Rifkin Family Foundation
Morrie Sanderson &  
 Amanda Kinneman
Jeannette Schouweiler
Robert, Carrie & Bobbi Steck 
Chuck & Lisa Surack
The Donald F. Wood &  
      Darlene M. Richardson 

Foundation

IMPERSARIO CIRCLE  
Gifts of $10,000 & greater
Richard E. Baker
Hope Huber
Richard & Sharon Leezer
Dave & Cheryl McComb

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
David & Janet Bell
Jennifer A. Bell
Cari Dawson
Barry & Carol Labov
Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch
Duane & Carol Lupke
Mike & Jeanne Mirro
Rifkin Family Foundation
Morrie Sanderson &  
     Amanda Kinneman
Jeanette Schouweiler
Robert, Carrie & Bobbi Steck
Chuck & Lisa Surack
Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. 
     Richardson Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
Dr. Kevin Berning
Bob & Liz Hathaway
Summit Brands

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
David Lupke
Spencer Feighner
Diane Humphrey
Moira Harding & 
     Raymond Parmer
Rick & Penney Phillips
Matt & Sue Wojewuczki
Dr. Judy & Steven Zacher

FORT WAYNE BALLET’S DIAGHILEV SOCIETY
is an exclusive opportunity to be a catalyst for creativity, in the spirit of Sergei 

Diaghilev, a Russian-born promoter and catalyst for innovation in the arts.  

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION, contact Jim Sparrow or Jillian Schepis Lee  
for a confidential conversation:  260.484.9646 or visit us online at  

fortwayneballet.org/support/donate

https://fortwayneballet.org/support/donate/
mailto:Jim%20Sparrow?subject=
mailto:Jillian%20Schepis%20Lee?subject=Diaghilev%20Society%20query


https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
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https://wdmfactorystore.com/
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https://www.heradvantage.com/
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https://www.lakecitybank.com/
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Karen Gibbons-Brown
Artistic Director
fortwayneballet.org

Thank you, Mr. Tchaikovsky
Pyotr (Peter) Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) was a man well ahead of his time. His musical prowess 
as a composer earned him fame early in his short life and a legacy that will last forever in 
the hearts of arts lovers, advertisers, cinematographers, and the youthful spirits of every 
generation to come. His achievements are remarkable and his gifts are what we must (and 
do) enthusiastically appreciate. 

Certainly, there are many books, recordings, and online sources of Tchaikovsky’s works — his 
operas, ballets, and instrumental masterpieces — but truly, the live performance is the most 
rewarding way to experience his music magic. Tchaikovsky is widely praised as the most 
popular Russian composer in history, particularly for his sumptuous and familiar musical 
scores for the ballets The Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker, and Swan Lake — enduring classics 
with intriguing plots and enriching entertainment. 

And that brings us to this enchanting performance. Each of these story ballets challenges its 
dancers and rewards its audiences visually against the audio backdrop of Tchaikovsky’s lush, 
story-telling music. COVID-19 has usurped our plans to present a full-length story ballet with 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic, but we are taking this perfect opportunity to spotlight these three 
essential ballets and Tchaikovsky’s artistic brilliance. Thank you, Mr. Tchaikovsky —and thank 
YOU, our audience, for joining us! 

Our Spring Season is in full kinetic motion with several upcoming performances to enjoy 
(safely, of course). Mark your calendar for The Adventures of Peter Rabbit on April 24, 
performed at the University of Saint Francis North Auditorium ... and our always popular 
Progressions, featuring our own dancers’ choreography in May.  Also in May we start a 
new initiative: the Fort Wayne Ballet Firefly Tour, whereby our dancers tour the Northeast 
Indiana region to dance among the fireflies during the warm evenings to come — a full list of 
dates and locations to be announced soon. Please check our website (fortwayneballet.org) 
and social media channels for details. 
 
Finally, a note of gratitude to every one of our patrons, parents, dancers, and instructors. 
We’re in challenging times, but together, we are making a notably positive difference through 
dance. Collectively, we are continuing to empower others to recognize the importance of 
the arts for everyone. Thank you for joining us on this journey! 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS:
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pend your summer evenings relaxing with Fort 
Wayne Ballet’s professional company of dancers, 
great music, favorite beverages, and the twinkling 
lights of stars and fireflies . . .
These performances are FREE and open to the pub-
lic — celebrate Summer with us!
 
Kehoe Park, Bluffton 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021     7:00PM

Glover Pavilion, Warsaw 
Thursday, May 20, 2021     7:00PM

DeKalb Outdoor Theatre, Auburn
Friday, May 21, 2021     7:30pm

More locations and dates to be announced — 
watch for details on Facebook, Instagram, and our 
website!

fortwayneballet.org
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IN-PERSON and ONLINE CLASSES AVAILABLE
SAFE ENVIRONMENT and CURRICULUM
AGES 3 to ADULT • Low Teacher-Student Ratio  

LEARN MORE and REGISTER ONLINE:

fortwayneballet.org/academy
OR EMAIL OUR REGISTRAR:
registrar@fortwayneballet.org
OR CALL:  260.484.9646

https://www.sweetwater.com/
https://fortwayneballet.org/academy/summer-camps-and-classes/
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

Peter Illyich Tchaikovsky is arguably the most widely 
known composer of ballets. His compositions are woven 
with emotion, turbulence and tension which reflect his 
life experiences, anxieties and feelings. In his own words, 
“A composer uses his music to express his own feelings, joys, 
sufferings; in short, like a lyric poet he pours out, so to speak, his 
own soul.”  Indeed, Tchaikovsky infused his very self into his 
work, leaving us with a legacy of music that reads like a book 
of his life and struggles.

Born in 1840 in Votkinsk, Russia, Peter grew up intending to become a 
lawyer, to please his parents. As a child, he was introspective and sensitive, 
often frustrating those around him. Young Peter realized this, which led 
to more anxiety. He was desperate to suit his family whom he loved very 
much, especially his mother. When she died of cholera, fourteen-year-old 
Peter was devastated. He turned to music to release his feelings. 

Tchaikovsky enrolled in the newly formed St. Petersburg Conservatory 
in 1862. His first serious effort in composition was a waltz to honor his 
beloved mother’s memory. By age 37, he had composed three operas, 
three symphonies, and among other pieces, his first of three ballets: 
Swan Lake. In 1868, his First Symphony premiered. It already possessed 
the hallmark of Tchaikovsky’s musical style, formal Classical construction 
coupled with Romantic expression.

Madam Nadezha von Meck, a wealthy widow, patronized Tchaikovsky, 
allowing him to travel extensively. During his travels he hungrily drew from 
other cultures to add flavor to his music. All three of his ballets (Swan Lake, 
Sleeping Beauty, and The Nutcracker) incorporate cultural music and dances 
from the many countries that Tchaikovsky visited. 

Peter Tchaikovsky died in 1893 at the age of 53. He composed eleven 
operas, three ballets, six symphonies, four orchestral suites, more than 
thirteen concerti and numerous other orchestrations. He was the first full-
time, formally trained professional composer in Russian history.
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LEGAL NOTICE:  Recording or photography of this performance is prohibited  
by artistic licensing restrictions. 

Amanda Kinneman, Chair
Spencer Feighner, Vice Chair
Stacey Strack, Treasurer
Colleen Huddleson, Secretary
Megan Bennett
Traci Bohdan
Joni Dick

Madelane Elston
Kristin Giant
Carol LaBov
Kristine Logan Gieschen
David Lupke
Melisa McCann
Dr. Michael Mirro

Dr. David Mohan
Morrie Sanderson
Susan Wojewuczki
Brandon Wolf
Bruce Wright
Dr. Judy Zacher

FORT WAYNE BALLET BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

 Music by  Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
 
 Staged by  Karen Gibbons-Brown
  Nurzhan Kulybaev
 Choreographed after or by:
 The Nutcracker after Marius Petipa and by Karen Gibbons-Brown 
 Swan Lake  after Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov  
 The Sleeping Beauty after Marius Petipa

 Rehearsers  Nurzhan Kulybaev, Tracy Tritz 
 
 Costume Designer  Nan Possemato

 Production Managers  Christina Brinker
  Luke Holliger

 Lighting Director  Miriam Morgan
  
 Set Design & Execution  Adam Fletcher
 for The Sleeping Beauty
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

The Nutcracker
 Dew Drop Amanda Eve Carrick
  
 Flower Demi-Soloists Babette Hunter, Carmie Schiano Nelson
 
 Flowers Alexis Aria, Alexandra Chumney, Tatum Farlow,
  Jessica Humphrey, Cailin Kluttz, Lindsay Navarre,
  Maddie Opacinch, Leah Wolfe

 Sugar Plum Fairy Amber Bailey1, Saki Morimoto2
 Sugar Plum Cavalier David Claypoole2, Brandon Penn1

Swan Lake
 Pas de Trois Yu-Chieh Chao1, Tatum Farlow1, Ashleigh Sewell1
  Alexandra Chumney2, Zion Harris2, Lindsay Navarre2

 Four Swans Katie Brown, Alexandra Chumney1, 
  Jessica Humphrey2, Babette Hunter2,
  Lindsay Navarre1, Carmie Schiano Nelson1,  
  Leah Wolfe2

 Black Swan Pas de Deux
 Odile, the Black Swan Saki Morimoto
 Prince Siegfried Thomas Caleb Roberts

PERFORMANCE KEY:
1   Friday, March 26, 7 PM and Saturday, March 27, 2 PM
2   Saturday, March 27, 7 PM and Sunday, March 28, 2 PM
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

TheSleeping Beauty
 Cantlebutte Yu-Chieh Chao1, Zion Harris2
 
 Nursemaid Samantha Berry

 King Florestan Brandon Penn
 Queen Florestan Raleigh Sparrow

 Court Ladies Alexis Aria, Avalou Burns, Grace Sauls

 Court Men Tekhylon Armour, David Claypoole2, 
  Thomas Caleb Roberts1, Allen Sizemore 

 Jewels Amanda Eve Carrick, Saki Morimoto,
  Lindsay Navarre, Carmie Schiano Nelson

 Puss-N-Boots Zion Harris1, Yu-Chieh Chao2 
 and the White Cat Jordan Stevens

 Blue Birds 
 Princess Florimunda Abby Zinsser
 Prince Florimund Talbot Rue

 Red Riding Hood Jessica Humphrey
 The Big Bad Wolf Graeham Toomey

 Aurora  Amber Bailey
 Prince Desire David Claypoole1, Thomas Caleb Roberts2

 Lilac Fairy Rachel Aron

— FIN —

PERFORMANCE KEY:
1   Friday, March 26, 7 PM and Saturday, March 27, 2 PM
2   Saturday, March 27, 7 PM and Sunday, March 28, 2 PM
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 Fort Wayne Ballet extends a special thanks to:
 
 Parkview Physicians Group Season Sponsor
 3Rivers Federal Credit Union Season Sponsor
 Sweetwater  Season Sponsor
 Lake City Bank Season Sponsor
 Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne  Arts Funder
 Indiana Arts Commission  Arts Funder
 National Endowment for the Arts  Arts Funder
 Bradley Gough Diamonds Official Jeweler 
 Rob Borel, Jeff Crane Official Photographers
 Crossroads Wellness Center Official Chiropractor
 Strebig Construction Official Scenic Construction Specialist 
 Young's Greenhouse and Flower Shop Official Florist
  Digital Wolf LLC Official Digital Marketing Agency 
 William & Wagner Advertising, Inc. Official Marketing Agency

Production Credits
 
 Master Technician  Luke Holliger 
 Stage Manager  Luke Holliger
 Lighting Designer & Director  Miriam Morgan   
 Light Board Operator Miriam Morgan 
 Fly Master Ryan Myers

 Costume Designer Nan Possemato
 Costume Shop Supervisor   Nan Possemato
 Costume Shop Volunteers    Anna Hess, Caraline Schuppe, Jordan Stevens 

  Backstage Crew   Olivia Ley, Jim Sizemore, Julie Sizemore,  
Payton Wilson, IATSE Local 146

 Special Thanks   Adam Fletcher
  Fort Wayne Civic Theatre

 ArtsTix Community Box Office Reuben Albaugh, Box Office Manager
  

Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the invaluable contributions of every volunteer  
who has given so freely of his or her time to make this production possible.
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Saturday, April 24, 2021
10 AM and 12 Noon
University of St. Francis North Auditorium*

Poor Peter Rabbit! His curiosity and 
appetite for Mr. McGregor’s tasty 
vegetables will get him into trouble, 
his mother warns. But Peter doesn’t 
listen and barely escapes, losing his 
little blue jacket! 

TICKETS:  $10  •  ArtsTix.org
* Masks and safety protocols required.

and Fort Wayne Ballet 
present

https://fortwayneballet.org/performances/family-series/
https://www.fortwayneyoutheatre.org/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe


Design Collaborative
Digital Wolf Agency
Hyper Local Impact

Mirro Family Foundation 

Monarch Capital Management
William & Wagner Advertising
Women’s Health Advantage

Fort Wayne Ballet’s Original  
“The Nutcracker”

“Light Rain”  
by Gerald Arpino

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
children’s tea party

OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS are an 
essential part of our ability to fulfill our mission 
and commitment to the community. This year 
has proved challenging but we are determined to 
move forward and most importantly continue to 
provide traditions, experiences and programming 
that are essential to our community. 

Familiar favorites such as Fort Wayne’s original 
production of The Nutcracker, our spring Main 
Stage story ballet, and our new Family Series, as 
well as a variety of new offerings that we hope will 
become traditions as well.
OUR GOAL is to garner collective community 

support through the KEEPING TRADITIONS 
ALIVE initiative with a target of $30,000. Our 
suggested amount of support is $1,000 and we 
hope to have a long list of supporters that we can 
acknowledge at all of our remaining performance 
experiences throughout the 2020 - 2021 season. 

PLEASE CONSIDER joining these community-
dedicated companies supporting Fort Wayne 
Ballet’s Keeping Traditions Alive initiative. 
Together, we can maintain a vital part of Fort 
Wayne’s wonderful, unique traditions. Thank you!

To help us maintain the traditions so vital to this community, please consider 
sponsoring our “Keeping Traditions Alive” initiative:

fortwayneballet.org/keeping-traditions-alive ... or ... call 260.484.9646

KEEPING TRADITIONS ALIVE!  |  2020-2021

FORT WAYNE BALLET   |   2020-2021  SEASON 6420

https://fortwayneballet.org/support/sponsors-and-corporate/
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ENDOWMENT 
 An Endowment Fund creates an insulating layer for the financial state of any non-profit organization. Income can be 
used to offset operational costs as well as special needs, such as new dance flooring or theatre rental. Your gift to the 
Endowment Fund is not just a gift of today, but an indefinite gift which grows over time. It is a cultural inheritance for the 
community of tomorrow. If you would like to make a contribution, contact Fort Wayne Ballet at 260.484.9646.

Leave a Legacy. Define a Future. Your Fort Wayne Ballet Campaign:

PLANNED GIVING 
 The following people have provided a deferred gift to Fort Wayne Ballet through an estate plan or other type of 
financial planning instrument. We gratefully acknowledge their kindness, forethought & lifelong commitment to our 
organization. If you would like to include Fort Wayne Ballet in your estate planning, contact us at 260.484.9646. 
 Richard Baker Lorri Courtney

Edward D. & Ione B. Auer Foundation
Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne 
AWS Foundation 
Community Foundation of  
     Greater Fort Wayne 
Edward M. & Mary McCrea  
     Wilson Foundation 

English Bonter Mitchell Foundation 
Foellinger Foundation 
Howard P. Arnold Foundation 
Indiana Arts Commission 
John McMillen Foundation 
Lincoln Financial Foundation 

National Endowment for the Arts 
PNC Charitable Trusts
Robert H. Reakirt Foundation 
Donald F. Wood & Darlene M.  
     Richardson Foundation

3Rivers Federal Credit Union 
Ambassador Enterprises, Inc. 
Barnes & Noble, Jefferson Pointe 
Bradley Gough Diamonds
Club Soda 
DeBrands 
Digital Wolf LLC 
Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control 
Fort Wayne Sister Cities International 
Haines, Isenbarger & Skiba LLC 
Hartley Tax & Accounting 
Idelhour Boutique 
Jophiel

Lake City Bank 
Lebamoff’s Cap n’ Cork 
Lincoln Financial Group 
Media 401 Digital Films 
Monarch Capital Management 
Parkview Health Systems 
Parkview Physicians Group 
Peg-Perego 
Pembroke Bakery 
PNC Bank 
Poptique 
Punch Films 
Pure Movement Pilates Studio 

Real Estate by Cathy Coughlin 
Sansha 
Shindigz 
Strebig Construction 
Sweetwater Sound 
Swonderful 
Vorderman Volkswagen 
Wayne Pipe & Supply Inc. 
Women’s Health Advantage 
William & Wagner Advertising Inc. 
YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne 
Young’s Greenhouse & Flower Shop 

Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation 
Anonymous
Robert & Jill Benninghoff
H. Bix & Anita Benson
Glenn & Janellyn Borden
Andy & Pam Brooks
Kevin Carretta
Howard & Elizabeth Chapman
Bliss Cook
Darwin Dahlgren
Robert & Susan Dorion
Anita Dunlavy
Katherine Gentz
Karen Gibbons-Brown &  
 Jim Sparrow
Grabill Bank
Brian & Stephanie Hartman

William & Sara Hatlem
Connie & Mark Heflin
Hope Huber
Diane Humphrey
Mary K. Johnson
Dale Kelly
John Key
Dr. William Kunkel
Jane Lanier
Pam Laux
Dr. David Tenley Lippie
Tina Litchin
Marie Elena Lyon
Jeanne & Mike Mirro
Win Moses
Robert Nicholson
John O’Connell

Marita O'Neil-Maloley
Michael & Kathryn Parrot
Pat Russ
Ruth Russ Huneke
Carolyn Russ Robinson
Kathy Roudebush
Linda & Joseph Ruffolo
Larry Rowland
Ronald & Sylvia Scheeringa
Daniel & Wendy Serban
David & Nancy Stewart
Dr. Samuel & Jane Ann Thompson
Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman
William & Cecilia Weakley
Weigand Construction Co., Inc.
Thomas & Tamara Wheeler
Vonda Yanez

CORPORATE & BUSINESS SUPPORT:   

FOUNDATION & PUBLIC SUPPORT:   Fort Wayne Ballet thanks these generous supporters 

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS:   
GE
Harris
Kroger

Lincoln Financial Group
PepsiCo

PPG Industries
Salesforce
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FORT WAYNE BALLET PROGRESS FUND 
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individual donors who contributed to the 
annual fund campaign within the past 12 months. If you would like to contribute with a tax-deductible 
gift, please call us at 260.484.9646.

Adelman Family  
 Philanthropic Foundation 
Meghan & Matthew Andrews
Kim Baker
Crystal & Chris Banks
Matt & Megan Bennett
Lenka & Steve Bercot
Win Boon
Jeanne & Kevin Burnett
Bill & Anita Cast
Lori Chokenea
Margita & Robert Criswell
Chris Clontz
Marie Crowder
Jaylon Daniels
Susan Devito
Robert & Jeanne Dietrich
Anita Dunlavy
Dave Echenoz
Ann B. Eckrich
Janet & Michael Ettensohn
Lois & Daniel C. Ewing
Linda Gaff
Susyn GiaQuinta
Dr. Robert & Connie Godley

Mandy Hall
Tom & Jane Hoffman
Susan & Franklin Johnson
Lindy & Michael Jordan
Pamela & Kevin Kelly
Sally Kilmer
Kathryn Kleber
Michael & Joan Klein
Robert & Margaret Klingenberger  
 Charitable Fund
Louise A. Larsen
Amanda & William LaSalle
Pam & Ron Laux
Li-Ming & David Liu
Barbara & Harry Manges
Pat & Jim Marcuccilli
Alyssa Martin
Sandi & Patrick May
Melisa McCann
Shelby & John McFann
Cindy & Mitch McKinney
Susan & David Meyer
Victor Millan-Figueroa
Drs. April & Charles Morrison
Assem Nasr

Gayla Norris
James Williams & John O’Connell
Laura Ramsey
Sarah Roberts
Ann & Richard Robinson
Janet Roe
Mary & Jim Roussel
Emily & Matt Roussel
Shea Rutherford
Kim Sagami
Christy Sandmaier
Jim & Jeanette Schmidt
Monica Senk
Charles & Amanda Shepard
Sarah Stackhouse
Sally & Doug Stitzer
Ashley Stoneburner
Delores & Arthur Storer
Marli Thomas
Norma & Jim Todd
Carrie Tritz
Linda Wellman
Audra Wilcoxson
Laura & William Wilson
Virginia Zimmerman

CORPS de BALLET Gifts of $100 to $249

Tim & Libby  Ash
RJ Benninghoff
Bix & Anita Benson
Rose-Aimee Butler
Cathy Christoff
Thom Chumney
Lorri Courtney
Jane & Irwin Deister
Joni & Ron Dick
Drs. Barbara & Steven Doehrman
George Donner
John Shoaf & Julie Donnell
Nick Ehinger
Clayton Ellenwood

Janice H. Eplett
Dan & Joyce Herstad
Mike & Renee Favo
Kristin Giant
Jeff & Laura Giles
Edward Hartung
Tammy & Joe Hyndman
JEM Family Foundatoin
Ginny & Bill Johnson
Sebastian Kleber
Joseph & Cheryl Ley
Joan & Tom Marcuccilli
Parrot Family Fund
Penney & Rick Phillips

Lou Ann & Charles Presti
Helen & Jason Row
Larry Rowland
Karen Rathburn & Peter Schepis
Nancy Schepis
Eleanore Steward
Nancy & David Stewart
Lisa & Ted Storer
Eric Tippmann
Mary Lou & Baron Whateley
Jennifer & Todd Wilson
Jan & Bruce Wright

PRINCIPAL — Gifts of $500 to $1,499

Jon Allmandinger
Jason Brooks
Rachel & Jamie Chang
Maureen Ciocca
Leah Davis
Ben Eisbart 
EPCO Products Inc.
Janet & Michael Ettensohn
Al & Lisa Farlow
Dr. Valerie Lake & Jeffrey Faulstich

G. William Fishering
Betsy & Geoffrey Gephart
Stephanie & Bradley Gough
Eleonora Pokhitinova Hartung
Ellen Humphrey
Jim Kelly
Dorothy Kittaka
Tod Kovara
Louise Larsen
Judith A. & William C. Lee

Rob Miller
Karen Myers
Joseph Platt
Rachel Starr
Dr. Amy Thomas
Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman
Brandi & Todd Walker
Galen Yordy
Maurice Zahm

SOLOIST — Gifts of $250 to $499
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TRIBUTES & MEMORIALS
Fort Wayne Ballet thanks those who bestowed an 
honorarium or memorial gift in name of a friend or 
loved one.  If you care to honor someone with a gift 
to Fort Wayne Ballet, please call 260.484.9646. 

A gift from:  in memory of:
Lenka & Steve Bercot Paul E. & Ruth L. Bercot
G. William Fishering Carol Dailey 
Eleonora Pokhitnova Hartung Anna Pokhitonova 
Jane & Tom Hoffman Judy Sanger 
Ann & Richard Robinson Ruth Brenn 
Emily & Matt Roussel  Virginia Roussel
   
A gift from:  in honor of: 
 Fritz Aichele Morrie Sanderson & Amanda Kinneman
Lenka & Steve Bercot David Hallberg 
Ned Boylan  Damian Gosheff
Watson Brown  Karen Gibbons-Brown & Jim Sparrow
Marie Crowder  Sophie Reynolds
Robert & Jeanne Dietrich Tabitha, Ella & Ada Wolf 
Mike & Renee Favo Jillian Schepis Lee
Lois Haswell  Richard & Sharon Leezer and Melanie Holcomb
Carol Krull Lupke Karen Gibbons-Brown
Jane Winnerman-Shaw Cathy Christoff
Nancy Schepis Jillian Schepis Lee
Eleanore Steward  Karen Gibbons-Brown

IN-KIND GIFTS
Fort Wayne Ballet is especially grateful for those 
individuals who have shared their gifts of time, 
talent, and materials for the benefit of the 
Academy and/or performances:

Terence Bartholomew & Dennis Floyd
Crystal & Chris Banks

Jeff & Susan Blade
Cathy Coughlin

Kathryn Gentz
Hope Huber

Marita O’Neil-Maloley
Angelo & Nan Possemato

Eleanore Steward
Mary Lou Whateley

Todd Wilson

fresh breads, baked goods & gourmet deli

T: 260.247.7220   •   Fax Orders: 260.247.7219   •   pembrokebakeryandcafe.wordpress.com
Located in the Auer Center for Arts & Culture at 300 E Main Street, downtown Fort Wayne

Stop in & see for yourself!  M - F:  8 AM to 5:30 PM & Sat:   8 AM to 2 PM
5867 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46815   •   Toll Free: 800-348-1015   •   260-483-2956

youngsgreenhouse.com

Established in 1873 & still 
family owned & operated! 
The area’s oldest (and most 
charming) full service florist, 
greenhouse & garden shop! 

https://pembrokebakeryandcafe.com/about/
https://www.youngsgreenhouse.com/
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KAREN GIBBONS-BROWN
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Karen Gibbons-Brown’s resume contains an impressive list of 
credentials. She began her early training in Columbia, South 
Carolina under Ann Brodie, Naomi Calvert and Adolphina 
Suarez-More. Her early training and performing included 
ballet as well as modern, jazz, tap and theater dance. She 
continued her studies at American Ballet Theatre with Maria 
Swoboda, Michael Lland, Patricia Wilde and Leon Danelian 
and studied on scholarship at David Howard School of Ballet. 

Her professional experiences also include South Carolina Chamber Dance Ensemble, Ballet 
Celeste, Bristol Ballet and the Theatre Ballet of San Francisco where she recreated Anna 
Pavlova’s roles The California Poppy and The Dragonfly. Other performing highlights include 
performances at the Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Carolina, the title role in Cinderella, 
The Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, Swanhilda in Coppelia, Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty 
and “Spring Waters” pas de deux, an exciting display of partnering created by the great 
Russian choreographer Asaf Messerer. Ms. Gibbons-Brown considers herself fortunate to 
have had works created especially for her including solos, Pentimento by Jill Eathorne Barr 
and the role of Anna in Richard Monroe’s work, The Hussar. Throughout her career, she has 
made numerous guest appearances throughout the United States. 

Ms. Gibbons-Brown is known for her work in the classroom and enjoys teaching a variety 
of dance related subjects including ballet, pointe, repertoire, terminology, dance history, 
pedagogue and makeup and hair for stage as well as restaging major classical works. She has 
often been invited to teach guest classes and workshops including in Sicily, Italy, Fontenay 
le Fleury, France and the prestigious Joffrey San Antonio Workshop under the directorship 
of her mentor Jeremy Blanton. She received her certification in Labanotation while serving 
on the faculty of Virginia Intermont College under the direction of Constance Hardinge 
and served as Ballet Mistress for John McFall as he created his production of The Nutcracker 
for Atlanta Ballet. In 1985, Ms. Gibbons-Brown founded the Kingsport Guild of Ballet and 
became Artistic Director of the State of Franklin Dance Alliance at its inception in 1988. Other 
dance administrative duties include serving on the Tennessee Association Board of Directors 
in many capacities including as president and serving on the Performing Arts Panel for the 
Tennessee Arts Commission. She assumed directorship of Fort Wayne Ballet in August of 
1998. Other career highlights include Outstanding Dance Artist Award in 1997, serving as a 
juror for Concours International de Danse Classique in Paris, France in 2000, a 2002 graduate 
of Leadership Fort Wayne and being listed in Who’s Who in the 21st Century. In 2010, a new 
book authored by renowned choreographer Dean Speer, entitled On Technique, identifies 
Ms. Gibbons-Brown as among the world’s 18 most respected ballet masters, pedagogues 
and artistic directors. Karen is fully accredited ABT® National Training curriculum instructor. 

Her other full time job is spending time with her husband, Jim, and children Watson, Madison, 
Hannah, Zachary, Raleigh and a sundry of dogs.

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/karen-gibbons-brown/
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FORT WAYNE BALLET  
STAFF & FACULTY

Click an individual’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/staff

ACADEMY 
INSTRUCTORS:
AMBER BAILEY
DAVID CLAYPOOLE
TATUM FARLOW
HANNAH KNORR
LINDSAY NAVARRE
CARMIE SCHIANO NELSON
JORDAN STEVENS
LEAH WOLFE

JIM SPARROW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA BRINKER
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

CHRISTINE JONES
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

JILLIAN SCHEPIS LEE
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
& MARKETING

LAUREN ETTENSOHN
YOUTH COMPANY DIRECTOR

RALEIGH SPARROW
ACADEMY REGISTRAR

NAN POSSEMATO
COSTUME MISTRESS

NIKOLAY TODORINOV
MUSIC DIRECTOR

TRACY TRITZ
BALLET MASTER; 
OUTREACH DIRECTOR

NURZHAN KULYBAEV
BALLET MASTER;
MEN’S PROGRAM DIRECTOR

ELEONORA 
POKHITONOVA HARTUNG 
MASTER TEACHER;
CHARACTER ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR

NATALYA VYASHENKO
AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE 
LIAISON; INSTRUCTOR

KIM SAGAMI
RESIDENT MASTER TEACHER

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jim-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christina-brinker/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christine-jones/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jillian-schepis-lee/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/lauren-ettensohn/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/raleigh-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nan-possemato/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nikolay-todorinov/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/tracy-tritz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/nurzhan-kulybaev/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/eleonora-pokhitonova/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/natalya-vyashenko/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/kim-sagami/
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FORT WAYNE BALLET  
MEET THE DANCERS

Click a dancer’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

AMBER BAILEY AMANDA EVE 
CARRICK

ALEXANDRA 
CHUMNEY

DAVID CLAYPOOLE TATUM FARLOW

ZION HARRIS JESSICA 
HUMPHREY

BABETTE HUNTER SAKI MORIMOTO

LINDSAY 
NAVARRE

BRANDON PENN THOMAS CALEB 
ROBERTS

TALBOT RUE

CARMIE SCHIANO 
NELSON

JORDAN STEVENS GRAEHAM 
TOOMEY

COMPANY

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amber-bailey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amanda-carrick/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/alexandra-chumney/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/david-claypoole/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/tatum-farlow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/zion-harris/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/jessica-humphrey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/babette-lam/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sarah-morgan/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/lindsay-navarre/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/brandon-penn/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/thomas-caleb-roberts/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/talbot-rue/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/carmie-schiano-nelson/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/jordan-stevens/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/graeham-toomey/
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RACHEL ARON ALEXIS ARRIA SAMANTHA 
BERRY

KATIE BROWN

AVALOU BURNS CAILIN KLUTTZ MADDIE 
OPACINCH

GRACE SAULS

ASHLEY SEWELL LEAH WOLFE ABBY ZINSSER

CORPS DE BALLET

TRAINEES
TOP, L TO R:  CARALINE SCHUPPE, ANNA HESS, VICTORIA ANGLE, OLIVIA LEY, RACHEL MACK
BOTTOM, L TO R:  ARIANNA FLEISCHMAN, ROSEMARY AARONS, ABBY STORER, GRACE MCCUTCHEON

FORT WAYNE BALLET  
MEET THE DANCERS

Click a dancer’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/rachel-aron/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/alexis-arria/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/samantha-berry/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/katie-brown/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/avalou-burns/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/cailin-kluttz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/maddie-opacinch/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/grace-sauls/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/ashleigh-sewell/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/leah-wolfe/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/abby-zinsser/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/
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PRE-PROFESSIONAL 2  
Left to Right: 
Payton Wilson 
Olivia Myers 
Allison Banks 
Isabel Carrillo 
Gigi McDowell 
Allen Sizemore

PRE-PROFESSIONAL 1
Back:      TK Armour; 
Front:  
Stella Falconer 
Alexis Andrews 
Isabel Hollis
Not pictured:  
Fiona Tippmann

YOUTH COMPANY  (left to right)
Back Row:   Lily Berning, Sophie Reynolds, Tabitha Wolf, Kate Hargens, Leo Walker, Yevva Ireland, 
Faith Button, Sophia Francke, Ella Wolf; Middle Row:  Harper Kurzen, Ana Pelance, Natalia Yorgova,
Ella Emrick, Olivia Johnson, Trinity Kelsaw, Alexa Bremer, Ana Carrillo; Front Row: Bianca Parra, 
Katherine Potter, Leah Thomas, Danny Button, Ellis Baron, Isabel Hoffer, Hannah Kozak; 
Not pictured: Grace Gephart, Rocco O’Reilly
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https://fortwayneballet.org/academy/
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TEXT FWB to
243725

DONATE ONLINE at
fortwayneballet.org

PLEDGE or DONATE via
Card, Cash, or Check

SEASON64   |   202021
P R O G R E S S  F U N D

YOUR SUPPORT IS  
REMARKABLY EFFECTIVE.  
Our RAISE THE BARRE Progress Fund is distributed to  
the areas of greatest need within the organization, such as: 
•  Attracting world class talent to Fort Wayne
•  Incorporating live music into our performances and classes
•   Sharing our art with this community and beyond through  

a variety of educational and outreach programs
•  Maintaining modern, safe facilities for our students
•  Hiring some of the industry’s most qualified instructors
•  Expanding the programming of the Auer Academy

https://fortwayneballet.org/support/donate/

