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NACIONAL

Nada que haga el Presidente 

reparará jamás el daño a Carlos 

Loret de Mola y su familia. PAG. 7

EL ASALTO A LA RAZÓN

Efectos penales 
del Loretazo

CARLOS MARÍN
cmarin@milenio.com

Ana María Olabuenaga
“No es democracia, no 
es derecho de réplica,  

no es legal” - P. 8

Gibrán Ramírez
“La mafia en el poder 

sigue más boyante  
que nunca” - P. 12

Alejandra Llamas
“La felicidad, el nuevo 
mundo y la evolución 

humana” - P. 10

Falleció en Michoacán 
primer civil tras pisar 
mina hecha por narcos

Violencia. La víctima era un campesino de Aguililla que murió al contacto con 
el artefacto mientras realizaba labores en su parcela; reportan “grave” a su hijo

JOCELYN ESTRADA Y JORGE MARTI-
NEZ, AGUILILLA

 Una mina artesanal sem-
brada por el crimen organizado 
estalló en una parcela de Aguililla, 
Michoacán, con saldo de un cam-
pesino muerto y su hijo herido.

Se trata de la primera muerte 
de un civil registrada en esa re-
gión del país causada por un arte-
facto explosivo construido y uti-
lizado por el crimen organizado.

El fallecido fue identificado 

como Cristóbal y su muerte con-
firmada por la fiscalía de Michoa-
cán, que precisó que los hechos 
ocurrieron en la comunidad El 
Aguaje mientras la víctima reali-
zaba labores agrícolas. PAG. 6

Corte de Massachusetts
Armerías piden dos semanas 
más para responder a México
ÁNGEL HERNÁNDEZ  - PAG. 7

¡Festejo en casa! 
Rams se llevan el 
Vince Lombardi 
luego de 22 años

La dupla Stafford-Kupp a la ofen-
siva y una captura determinante 
de Burrow a manos de Donald 
despejaron el camino a los Car-
neros, que jugaron abajo en la 
pizarra gran parte del juego.

Kupp es MVP y la  
sorpresa de 50 Cent
Cooper Kupp fue elegido jugador 
más valioso con ocho recepcio-
nes y dos anotaciones; en el me-
dio tiempo, el rapero 50 Cent fue 
la sorpresa. AFP  PAGS. 24,  25 Y 30 A 33

JOSÉ ANTONIO BELMONT, CDMX

 La FGR rechazó un escrito 
de 12 puntos del panista, quien es-
tá citado hoy a comparecer ante un 
juez del Reclusorio Norte. PAG.  12

Anaya pidió a 
FGR desistirse 
de la acusación 
sobre soborno

Día del Amor. En la 
actual era digital 48% 
usa apps para ligar

PEDRO DOMÍNGUEZ, CDMX

 El Presidente pedirá a la 
Corte desechar los amparos con-
tra el distrito de riego creado para 
favorecer a los yaquis. PAG. 8

AMLO solicitará a Zaldívar 
frenar amparos contra agua 
yaqui; “es asunto de Estado”

Reddit busca 15 mil mdd 
en su debut en la bolsa 

Apetito por dinero virtual

España. PP gana con lo 
justo y necesita de Vox 
para formar gobierno

An ga
o “L

P. 17

P. 22 Y 23

José Ramón López Beltrán
“Soy asesor en Houston y de 
ahí provienen mis ingresos” 
REDACCIÓN - PAG. 8



PIDEN INTERVENCIÓN DE LA CDHEZ

Crimen alcanza 
a los docentes 
de Zacatecas
POR XIMENA MEJÍA

El magisterio no se salva de 
la ola de violencia que pade-
ce Zacatecas, pues en los úl-
timos años se han registrado, 
al menos, 500 casos de ex-
torsión, secuestro y homici-
dio contra personal directivo, 
docente y de apoyo.

Óscar Castruita Hernán-
dez, líder de la sección 58 del 
SNTE, detalló que estos delitos 
se concentran en los munici-
pios de Fresnillo, Sombrerete, 
Zacatecas, Guadalupe, Jerez y 

EL SNTE TIENE DOCUMENTADOS 500 CASOS RECIENTES 
de delitos contra profesores, como extorsión, secuestros y 
homicidios; ante el riesgo, los llama a no salir solos ni de noche

TEMEN INVASIÓN ESTA SEMANA 
Aunque los gobierno de EU y Ucrania apuestan por la 
vía diplomática para resolver la crisis con Rusia, altos 
funcionarios estadunidenses afirman que los ataques 
rusos podrían comenzar esta semana. / 28

GLOBAL

Monte Escobedo, con al me-
nos 40 maestros asesinados.

Otras zonas de riesgo son 
las sierras de Valparaíso y 

Nochistlán, los cañones de 
Jalpa y el semidesierto rum-
bo a Coahuila. Los maestros, 
al ser víctimas de robos tras 
cobrar sus salarios y bonos, 
prefirieren dar clases en línea.

Ante la violencia, el SNTE 
recomienda a los docentes no 
hacer recorridos solos hacia 
sus centros de trabajo ni sa-
lir durante la noche. También 
solicitó la intervención de la 
Comisión de Derechos Hu-
manos del Estado de Zacate-
cas (CDHEZ) para protegerlos.

PRIMERA | PÁGINA 16

El fruto mexicano 
logró ventas récord 
al exterior en 2021 
POR PAULO CANTILLO

La decisión del gobierno esta-
dunidense de cerrar sus fron-
teras al aguacate mexicano se 
dio en pleno auge de la expor-
tación de este producto.

En 2021, México exportó 
tres mil 85 millones de dólares 
en aguacates, el monto más 
alto del cual se tiene registro 
en este concepto, de acuerdo 
con cifras de la balanza co-
mercial del Inegi y Banxico. 

El fruto es la principal fuen-
te de entrada de divisas en la 
balanza agropecuaria del país, 
con 15.6% del total, y su ven-
ta al exterior creció 14.3% en el 
último año.

De acuerdo con la organi-
zación Avocados From Mexi-
co, la cual promociona el 
aguacate que se vende en Es-
tados Unidos, el volumen de 
importaciones de este fruto en 
Estados Unidos se duplicó en 
los últimos siete años. Actual-
mente, ocho de cada 10 agua-
cates en el país vecino son 
mexicanos.

DINERO

Boom de exportación, 
en riesgo por freno a 
aguacate mexicano

BALANZA AGROPECUARIA

EXPRESIONES

INSTANTÁNEAS 
DEL FOLCLOR
La artista visual Mariana 
Yampolsky será recorda-
da con exposiciones 
y antologías, a 20 años 
de su muerte. / 30

Pascal Beltrán del Río 2
Leo Zuckermann  13
Víctor Beltri 16

PRIMERA

VOLARON MUY 
CERCA DEL SOL
La historia de México 
está plagada de per-
sonajes que intentaron 
subir muy alto y vieron 
en su horizonte la si-
lla presidencial, pero no 
lograron aterrizar 
en ella. / 6 y 7

Inyectan capital 
a unicornios
Inversionistas de talla 
mundial como Softbank 
y Kaszek Ventures están 
detrás de las startups 
que operan en México.

DINERO

PRIMERA

70
POR CIENTO
de los homicidios 
perpetrados en Zacatecas 
se concentra en seis 
municipios. / 16

FUNCIÓN
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¡TRIUNFO EN CASA!
Los Carneros de Los 
Ángeles conquistaron 
el segundo Super 
Bowl de su historia, 
luego de una épica 
remontada ante 
los Bengalíes 
de Cincinnati.

ADRENALINA

PODER, RITMO 
Y  FLOW
Leyendas del hip hop 
y del rap como Dr. 
Dre, Eminem y Snoop 
Dogg llevaron al 
show del medio 
tiempo del Super 
Bowl el estilo de 
las calles de Los 
Ángeles, sede del 
encuentro por el 
título de la NFL.

CARNEROS BENGALÍES

23 20

Se nos muere el amor...
El uso de las redes durante la pandemia 
ha dificultado que las parejas asuman 
compromisos emocionales. / 10 y 11

Apps, aliadas de Cupido
Las aplicaciones de citas se han con-
vertido en una herramienta para ligar 
o hacer amigos. / 7

1,764 MDP 
de derrama económica dejarán las 
actividades por el 14 de febrero en 
la CDMX, calcula la Sedeco. / 24

PRIMERA DINERO COMUNIDAD
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Por Yulia Bonilla

SE DESBORDAN DELITOS EN TRES MESES

Crisis en Colima: 
repuntan extorsión 

y narcomenudeo 
en nuevo gobierno

Médicos  afirman que 60% de recuperados 
padece secuelas que pueden durar semanas 
o meses; no sólo es corazón o articulaciones, 
explica experto de la UNAM. pág. 7

Urgen a Gobierno a 
presentar plan integral 
para tratar pos-Covid

www.razon.com.mx LUNES 14 de febrero de 2022 » Nueva época » Año 13 Número 3948 PRECIO » $10.00

SUBEN esos ilícitos 100 y 
115%, respectivamente, en 2 
meses de gestión de Indira 
Vizcaíno; cierra 2021 en tercer 
lugar en tasa de homicidios

VIOLENCIA en la entidad, 
en el peor momento; suma 
23 muertes en sólo seis días; 
representan 65% de las que 
hubo en todo enero pág. 4

Aclara López Beltrán que sus ingresos 
desde 2020 son por su trabajo como asesor 
legal en KEI Partners; Adams señala que 
cumplió reglas y requisitos para rentar casa; 
rechaza contacto con Baker Hughes. pág.  9

Niega hijo de AMLO 
incurrir en conflicto 
de interés; su esposa 
acusa difamación

HOY ESCRIBEN

Javier  
Solórzano

El Duende

David  
E. León

Un momento de alto 
riesgo pág. 2

Promesas  
en el Insabi  
pág. 8

5 acciones por el 
agua pág. 10

37.8
107,652

Por ciento, el índice  
de positividad

Contagios activos 
reporta Salud

UCRANIA: CANCELAN VUELOS ANTE CRECIENTE RIESGO; 98 FAMILIAS MEXICANAS, ALLÁ  págs. 10 y 20

Senado alista tipificar reclutamiento  
de menores por el crimen organizado

  Propuesta, con respaldo de opo-
sición; plantea plan de reintegración 
de víctimas; estiman más de 46 mil 
niños enrolados por delincuencia

  Iniciativa busca reformar artículo 
201 del Código Penal para incluir esa 
acción como delito; propone cárcel 
de 10 a 20 años  pág. 6

28 homicidios en lo que va del mes
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Cifras en unidades

RAMS, 
NUEVOS 
REYES DE 
LA NFL
EL CONJUNTO 
de Los Angeles 
vence a Bengals; 
es el segundo 
equipo que se 
corona en su casa; 
suma dos trofeos 
Vince Lombardi, el 
último lo ganó en 
el 2000; el MVP, 
para Cooper Kupp. 
págs.  24 y 25

BENGALS

23-20

RAMS

SEAN MCVAY, el en-
trenador más joven 
en ganar una copa, 
levanta el trofeo, 
anoche.

CIFRAS EN MÉXICO, AYER 
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Pedirá AMLO 
desechar amparos 
contra distrito 
de riego yaqui     
● Expondrá a la Corte que 
el tema sea considerado 
‘‘asunto de Estado’’  

● Se compromete a 
afianzar decretos de agua  
y tierra firmados en 2021 

cristina gómez  
y roberto garDuño / P 3

Columnas

Nosotros ya no somos los 
mismos 
ortiz Tejeda  10

American Curios
david Brooks  23

Peligra exportación 
de más de 2 mil 500 
mdd en aguacate                                

EU: se trabaja con México en la seguridad de equipos de inspección                   

l Tensión por el 
freno temporal de 
envíos tras amenaza 
en Michoacán   

l La embajada 
estadunidense  
no aborda fecha  
de reanudación  

l La medida afecta 
a más de 300 mil 
empleos en la 
producción del fruto  

l Tercer producto 
agroindustrial más 
vendido después 
de cerveza y tequila         

angélica enciso, emir olivares, ernesto martínez y reDacción / P 4

Carneros logran la corona en final cardiaco        

▲ los angelinos se proclamaron campeones de la edición 56 del 
supertazón al imponerse 23-20 a los bengalíes de Cincinnati para 
lograr por segunda vez el trofeo Vince lombardi, el cual ganaron hace 
22 años. Cuando parecía que el triunfo se le negaba en el sofi stadium, 

el mariscal Matthew stafford lanzó su tercer pase de anotación a 
Cooper Kupp, su mejor receptor, para obtener la sufrida victoria. Con 
36 años, sean McVay se convirtió en el entrenador más joven en guiar 
a un equipo al cetro. foto Ap. De la reDacción / dePorTeS

Invita la Cámara 
a consorcios de 
energía a los 
foros sobre el 
tema eléctrico     
● Los llamados incluyen  
a Iberdrola, Intergen y 
otros entes empresariales   

víctor ballinas / P 6

Atentado a edil 
en el Istmo;  
dos muertos  
y dos heridos     
De corresponsales / P 26

Respaldo al 
Presidente de 
17 gobernadores 
y Sheinbaum     
● ‘‘Enfrenta campaña de 
calumnias de grupos que 
perdieron privilegios’’ 

● No tengo injerencia en  
el gobierno mexicano:  
José Ramón López Beltrán 

reDacción / P 5 y 11
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#JÓVEN
APERTURA

LAS CHINAS QUE DAN 

PRIORIDAD A SU PROFESIÓN 

SON CONSIDERADAS 

ARROGANTES. ELLAS 

QUIEREN CAMBIARLO Y 

PODER ELEGIR

4/5

VENCER 
TRADICIONES

POR MISAEL ZAVALA/P7

EL LÍDER DEL PARTIDO EN EL SENADO DIJO QUE "HAY QUE ACTUAR 
CON PRUDENCIA, INTELIGENCIA Y RESPETO A TODAS LAS FUERZAS"

MORENA 
NECESITA 
A LA OPOSICIÓN: 
MONREAL

#PARAAPROBARREFORMAS

#SUPERBOWLLVI

¡RAMS DE
LOS ANGELES,
CAMPEONES!

#MENTE
MUJER

EN CHINA, 
ROMPEN MOLDES
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#DESPLEGADO

18 MANDATARIOS 
DAN ESPALDARAZO 

A AMLO P9

PROCESO ELECTORAL INICIA CON SORPRESAS

NUEVA ERA / AÑO. 05 / NO. 1710 / LUNES 14 DE FEBRERO DE 2022

#SHOWDEMEDIOTIEMPO

PRENDEN 
LA NOSTALGIA

SUPLEMENTO  
ESPECIAL



Rams, campeones
del super Bowl lVI
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Los precios del petróleo se han dis-
parado a niveles no vistos desde 
hace 8 años, presionados por una 
escalada en las tensiones geopolí-
ticas entre Rusia y EU por Ucrania.

Los analistas estiman que el 
crudo alcanzaría los 100 dólares 
por barril (dpb) en el corto plazo y 
hasta 130 dólares si hay un conflic-
to armado, lo que acenturaría las 
presiones inflacionarias. El viernes, 
el WTI aumentó 4.41 por ciento 
para ubicarse en 93.84 dpb, y el 
Brent 3.92 por ciento para quedar 
en 94.99 dólares, sus mayores alzas 
en 8 años. En las primeras opera-
ciones de este lunes, el WTI rozaba 
los 95 dpb. La mezcla mexicana se 
ubicó en 86.84 dpb, su mayor nivel 
también desde 2014.  R. Mejía / 

G. Castañares / C. Téllez / págs. 4 y 29

AperturA. El WTI roza los 95 dpb, máximo de casi 8 años

Baja moVIlIdad por ómIcron

Las ventas de gasolina cayeron 22 
por ciento en enero a tasa anual, 
debido a la baja movilidad que pro-
vocó la variante ómicron, aseguró 
Roberto Díaz de León, presidente 

de Onexpo Nacional. Estimó que el 
primer trimestre de 2022 será desa-
fiante, pero tienen la expectativa de 
que en breve volverá el crecimiento.

 Héctor Usla / pág. 8

CaeN 22 poR CieNto veNtaS de gaSoLiNa

La inversión de empresas espa-
ñolas en México es a largo plazo, 
pese a declaraciones políticas o 
sexenios, dijo Antonio Basagoiti, 
presidente de la Cámara Espa-
ñola de Comercio (Camescom). 
Sobre los dichos de AMLO de 
‘pausar’ la relación con España, 
dijo que el presidente se mue-
ve en un plano político, en un 
dialecto diferente a la realidad 
empresarial.

 Leticia Hernández / pág. 9

“... por el bien de 
México, sería muy 
bueno transmitir 
aprecio a quien 
invierte... ”

Antonio 
BAsAgoiti 
presidente  
de la 
Camescom

14 feBrer0
celebración 
costará  
7.7% más  
que en 2021  
por inflación.
pág. 11

efecto pandémIco
se septuplica 
la demanda 
de juguetes 
sexuales por 
sana distancia.
pág. 22

escrIBen

enrique quintana 
coordEnadas / 2

antonio navalón 
año cEro / 32

documenta artículo 19
en 4t, el periodo  
más violento 
para la prensa; 
30 periodistas 
asesinados. pág. 34

122 decesos más en un día

8 mIl 854 
 coronavirus en méxico / pág. 36

Bosco de la Vega
promete en  
el cce unidad  
sea cual sea
el resultado  
de la elección.
pág. 10

remontada espectacular 
ayer los Rams consiguieron su segundo supertazón, al vencer a los Bengals 23-20, con una 
remontada sobre el final. en el medio tiempo, el sofi stadium vibró al ritmo del hip-hop.

rompen el sIlencIo 

Hijo de aMLo  
y su esposa 
piden respetar 
su vida privada. 
pág. 39

cAsos registrAdos
en 24 horAs

Impulsa tensión 
geopolítica los 
petroprecios 

Inversión 
española, 
más allá 
de dichos 
políticos

Petróleo West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
 Cierre diario en dólares por barril

Fuente: Bloomberg. *Cotización a las 22:30 hrs
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ATLANTA — The killing of
George Floyd catalyzed a period
of national soul-searching about
race and racism that has touched
nearly every aspect of American
life. But in a number of high-pro-
file trials since then — including in
the murder of Mr. Floyd and the
killing of Ahmaud Arbery — pros-
ecutors have carefully avoided
putting racism itself on center
stage.

That changes as soon as this
week, as federal prosecutors try
to prove that the white men who

killed Mr. Arbery, a 25-year-old
Black man, committed a federal
hate crime when they chased and
killed him “because of Arbery’s
race and color,” as their indict-
ment puts it.

In the upcoming trial, prosecu-
tors are almost certain to feature
ugly evidence, culled from seized
cellphones and other sources,
seeking to prove that the three
Georgia residents — Travis Mc-
Michael, 36, his father, Gregory
McMichael, 66, and their neighbor

In the Arbery Hate Crimes Trial,
The Evidence Is Likely to Be Ugly

By RICHARD FAUSSET and AUDRA D. S. BURCH

Continued on Page A14

OTTAWA — Canadian law en-
forcement officials said Sunday
that they were preparing to re-
open a major international bridge
that had been blockaded by pro-
testers for almost a week, raising
hopes for industries, especially
auto manufacturing, slowed to a
near standstill by the unrest. But
at the footstep of Parliament some
500 miles to the northeast, they
appeared powerless to quell the
near-chaos.

As officials announced that the
Ambassador Bridge, which ties
Windsor, Ontario, to Detroit, had
been reclaimed after a series of ar-
rests in the morning, some hailed
it as victory for a government
deeply shaken by the intransi-
gence of anti-vaccine mandate
protests that began three weeks
ago and that have since mush-
roomed. But it was a rare victory
— and as of nightfall on Sunday,
not a fully realized one.

By day’s end, the bridge was
still not open for traffic.

And in Canada’s capital, Otta-
wa, hundreds of truckers were en-
tering their third week of occupa-
tion of the area around Parliament
Hill. They appeared to be embold-
ened by a growing sense of impu-
nity, though late Sunday there
were reports that an agreement

had been broached for the drivers
to pull out of some neighborhoods
over the coming days.

The mayor of Ottawa, Jim Wat-
son, revealed back-channel nego-
tiations with the truckers’ leaders
to remove their convoy from resi-
dential neighborhoods, among
other measures. The mayor’s of-
fice released an emailed letter
dated Saturday from one of the
protest leaders, Tamara Lich, in
which she said, “We will be work-
ing hard over the next 24 hours to
get buy in from the truckers.”

The mayor said Sunday in an in-
terview that the conversations be-
gan several days ago, with the 

BORDER BRIDGE
WILL SOON OPEN,

CANADA ASSERTS

A BLOCKADE IS CLEARED

Antigovernment Protest
in Ottawa Enters

Third Week

By SARAH MASLIN NIR

Continued on Page A10

Protesters and their supporters
jammed Ottawa on Sunday.

BRETT GUNDLOCK FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

PHOENIX — For more than a
year, former President Donald
Trump has berated Gov. Doug
Ducey of Arizona, savaging him
for refusing to overturn the state’s
presidential results and vowing to
oppose him should he run for the
Senate this year.

In early December, though, Mr.
Ducey received a far friendlier
message from another former Re-
publican president. At a golf tour-
nament luncheon, George W.
Bush encouraged him to run
against Senator Mark Kelly, a
Democrat, suggesting the Repub-
lican Party needs more figures
like Mr. Ducey to step forward.

“It’s something you have to feel
a certain sense of humility about,”
the governor said this month of
Mr. Bush’s appeal. “You listen re-
spectfully, and that’s what I did.”

Mr. Bush and a band of anti-
Trump Republicans led by Sena-
tor Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
are hoping he does more than lis-
ten.

As Mr. Trump works to retain
his hold on the Republican Party,
elevating a slate of friendly candi-
dates in midterm elections, Mr.
McConnell and his allies are qui-
etly, desperately maneuvering to
try to thwart him. The loose alli-
ance, which was once thought of
as the G.O.P. establishment, for
months has been engaged in a
high-stakes candidate recruit-
ment campaign, full of phone
calls, meetings, polling memos
and promises of millions of dol-
lars. It’s all aimed at recapturing
the Senate majority, but the elec-
tion also represents what could be
Republicans’ last chance to re-
verse the spread of Trumpism be-
fore it fully consumes their party.

Mr. McConnell for years pushed
Mr. Trump’s agenda and only
rarely opposed him in public. But
the message that he delivers pri-
vately now is unsparing, if debat-
able: Mr. Trump is losing political
altitude and need not be feared in
a primary, he has told Mr. Ducey
in repeated phone calls, as the
Senate leader’s lieutenants share
polling data they argue proves it.

In conversations with senators
and would-be senators, Mr. Mc-

For McConnell,
A Stealth Fight
For G.O.P. Grip

Drafting Allies to Foil
Trump Senate Picks

By JONATHAN MARTIN

Continued on Page A14

Michael Kors retails its organic
cotton and recycled polyester
women’s zip-up hoodies for $25
more than its conventional cotton
hoodies. Urban Outfitters sells or-
ganic sweatpants that are priced
$46 more than an equivalent pair
of conventional cotton sweat-
pants. And Tommy Hilfiger’s
men’s organic cotton slim-fit T-
shirt is $3 more than its conven-
tional counterpart.

“This product contains inde-
pendently certified organic cotton
grown without chemical pesti-
cides, chemical fertilizers and ge-
netically modified seeds,” the
product description reads.

With the fashion industry trum-
peting its sustainability commit-
ments, those labels are both a
means of value signaling and a
lure to consumers willing to pay
more to act better.

There’s only one problem:
Much of the “organic cotton” that
makes it to store shelves may not
actually be organic at all.

The largest single producer of
the world’s organic cotton supply
is India, which accounts for half of
the organic cotton sold globally,
and where the organic cotton
movement appears to be boom-
ing. According to Textile Ex-

change, a leading organic propo-
nent, organic cotton production in
India alone grew 48 percent in the
last year, despite the pandemic.

However, much of this growth is
fake, say Indians who source,

process and grow organic cotton.
At the heart of the problem is an

opaque certification system rife
with opportunities for fraud. Con-
sumers are assured of “organic”
material by brands, which rely on

official stamps of approval from
external organizations. Those in
turn rely on reports from opaque
local inspection agencies that
base their conclusions on a single 

Behind India’s ‘Organic’ Cotton Boom, Fraud and False Labels
This article is by Alden Wicker,

Emily Schmall, Suhasini Raj and
Elizabeth Paton.

Laborers unloading cotton in Kasrawad, India. Growing without pesticides produces lower yields.
SAUMYA KHANDELWAL FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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KYIV, Ukraine — Russian at-
tack helicopters were spotted
buzzing within miles of his coun-
try’s borders on Sunday. The last
strands of diplomacy were unrav-
eling. Allies evacuated their em-
bassies, airlines canceled flights,
and a large number of private jets
departed from the capital.

For Volodymyr Zelensky,
Ukraine’s president and a former
comedic actor who was elected
three years ago on a message of
optimism about his country’s rela-
tions with Russia — something
that now seems a distant memory
— room for maneuver narrowed
over the weekend to a tiny selec-
tion of uncertain options.

During a phone call on Sunday
with President Biden, Mr. Zelen-
sky issued an invitation for a visit,
so the American president could
“contribute to de-escalation” with
his presence in Kyiv, the Ukrain-
ian capital. The United States has
already ordered most American
diplomats to leave, making a pres-
idential visit unlikely.

“I am convinced that your ar-
rival in Kyiv in the coming days,
which are crucial for stabilizing
the situation, will be a powerful
signal,” Mr. Zelensky said, accord-
ing to an official Ukrainian ac-
count of the conversation, adding
that the city was “safe and under
reliable protection.”

Amid Threats,
Ukraine Is Led
By an Optimist

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

Continued on Page A8

The Texas law banning abor-
tions after about six weeks of
pregnancy is based on a singular
premise disputed by many medi-
cal experts: that once an ultra-
sound detects electrical cardiac
activity in an embryo, its heart is
beating and a live birth is on the
way.

At this very early stage of a
pregnancy, however, the embryo
is the size of a pomegranate seed
and has only a primitive tube of
cardiac cells that emit electric
pulses and pump blood.

Language has long been a bat-
tleground in the political struggle
over abortion, and the sparring
now centers on a word with deep
resonance: “heartbeat.”

The Texas law, which makes no
exceptions for cases of rape or in-
cest, forbids abortion at the time a
“heartbeat” can be heard, which

usually occurs at six weeks of ges-
tation. The appeal is emotional:
Many parents-to-be are moved by
sounds during an ultrasound
scan. But what the law defines as
the sound of a heartbeat is not
considered by medical experts to
be coming from a developed
heart, which forms later in preg-
nancy.

At least a dozen states have
passed similar heartbeat laws
that could be established if Roe v.
Wade were overturned. At the mo-
ment, the Supreme Court appears
to be leaning toward upholding a
Mississippi law that bans abortion
after 15 weeks of pregnancy, effec-

tively ending the right to abortion
established by the Roe decision in
1973.

The potentially seismic shifts
have brought renewed attention
to both the scientific underpin-
nings of these laws and the medi-
cal claims made by educational
materials that many states re-
quire to be given to women seek-
ing abortions.

Opponents of abortion say that
women need to be better informed
of its possible consequences, even
unlikely ones.

“We really desire for women to
be empowered with information,”
said Dr. Christina Francis, chair of
the American Association of Pro-
Life Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists, which opposes abortion.
“Women are intelligent creatures
and can make empowered choices
when they have all the informa-
tion they need.”

But many medical societies and 

‘Heartbeat’ Moves to Center of Abortion Debate
By RONI CARYN RABIN Examining the Words

and Claims Behind
Strict New Laws
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BEIJING — An Insta-

gram ad changed Josh

Williamson’s life.

The Florida native didn’t

have high expectations

when he clicked on a post

about a reality show search-

ing for athletes. He was just a

20-year-old former Division I

lacrosse player searching for

a challenge.

“Next Olympic Hopeful”

was it.

Five years after winning

the first season of the tele-

vised scouting camp,

Williamson made good on

the NBC show’s catchy

name by making the U.S.

bobsled team for the Beijing

Olympics. He and fellow

bobsledder Sylvia Hoffman,

who was a contestant in the

second season, are the

show’s first Olympic success

stories, and both will make

their Olympic debuts this

week.

The four-man event, in

which Williamson competes

as a brakeman in Hunter

Church’s sled, begins Sat-

urday at the Yanqing Na-

tional Sliding Center, and 

Long before the Games, he
competed on TV for a shot
A reality show helped
launch bobsled career
of ex-lacrosse player
Josh Williamson.

By Thuc Nhi Nguyen

[SeeOlympics,A2]
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WASHINGTON — For all

the ire directed by liberal ac-

tivists at two moderate

senators who in recent

weeks scuttled President

Biden’s most ambitious

plans, Democratic members

of Congress increasingly

cast blame on another duo

for the failures, raising ques-

tions about whether the

party can resurrect the

centerpiece of its agenda. 

Some frustrated Demo-

crats say strategic blunders

by Senate Majority Leader

Charles E. Schumer (D-

N.Y.) and White House Chief

of Staff Ron Klain were, in

large part, to blame for Bid-

en failing to win passage of a

massive social spending and

climate plan. The men too

frequently sought to ap-

pease progressives and their

allied groups while antago-

nizing the moderates

needed to pass the legisla-

tion, known as “Build Back

Better,” they say. 

After that bill died in De-

cember, leaving Democrats

reeling, Schumer and Klain

doubled down on the same

strategy, pivoting to a quix-

otic showdown over voting

rights that further alienated

the moderate lawmakers

they still need to revive at

least part of the spending

plan. 

The two leaders played

“more to public interest

groups than the needs of the

U.S. Senate,” a Democratic

senator said. The senator

was one of 20 Democratic

lawmakers and administra-

tion officials who were inter-

viewed for this story, most

speaking on condition of

anonymity to candidly dis-

cuss what they described as

the party’s legislative mis-

steps. 

Those officials said the

progressive-first strategy ul-

timately soured many

Democrats on Capitol Hill

on the ability of the White

House and Schumer to res-

cue the social spending plan

and has left them feeling

rudderless as they seek a

path to resurrect portions of

the plan in a new bill. 

They described Klain

and Schumer as particularly

tight partners who speak

several times a day, share 

a disinclination to delegate

responsibilities to staff 

and have guided the Biden

agenda in lockstep in

Biden
agenda
failures
blamed
on duo
After defeats on major
bills, some Democrats
fault Schumer and
Klain for trying to
appease progressives.

By Eli Stokols and

Jennifer Haberkorn
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In his own words,

Matthew Fletcher is a “f—

gang motherf— lawyer.” 

The defense attorney’s

crass self-assessment was

captured on tape a few years

ago while L.A. County sher-

iff ’s investigators eaves-

dropped on one of his con-

versations. It was typical

bravado for a man who often

speaks with rapid-fire pro-

fanity and can rattle off the

turf boundaries of Comp-

ton’s street gangs as easily as

another attorney might cite

sections of the penal code. 

The persona has en-

deared him to clients while

aggravating prosecutors

and detectives, some of

whom say Fletcher behaves

more like a defendant than a

defense attorney. 

That line has blurred

completely in a Los Angeles

courtroom where, for the

last two months, Fletcher 

Rap mogul’s lawyer 
is fighting charges 
of witness tampering
By James Queally

[SeeAttorney,A8]

Russia positions
more troops
outside Ukraine
Kyiv continues to
downplay U.S. warn-
ings of a possible 
invasion — perhaps as
soon as this week.
WORLD, A3

Canadian police
break up protest
Demonstrators and
tow vehicles in truck
convoy near U.S. bor-
der were fighting vac-
cine rules. WORLD, A3

Holy guacamole!
Avocados halted
Mexico acknowledges
U.S. has suspended all
imports after a plant
safety inspector was
threatened. WORLD, A4

Weather
Sunny and warm.
L.A. Basin: 81/53. B6

Amid the blaring of blue and

gold horns, on a super-sized

Sunday fit for an ascension, the

Los Angeles sports heavens

just got a little more crowded.

Make room for the Rams.

Move over, Lakers. Back up,

Dodgers. Everybody clear

space for the oldest of friends,

the newest of heroes, the prodi-

gal sons turned Super Bowl champions.

Six years after returning to Los Angeles

with helmet in hand, the Rams raised those

helmets to the sky Sunday with a 23-20 come-

back victory over the Cincinnati Bengals in

Super Bowl LVI at SoFi Stadium.

“It’s amazing,” said owner Stan Kroenke

from a postgame stage littered with crying

players and fluttering confetti. 

It was more than amazing. It was breath-

taking. It was mesmerizing. It was perfect.

Requiring a winning drive in the final

moments for a third consecutive playoff

game, the Rams got it — Matthew Stafford to

Cooper Kupp, just like Magic to Kareem,

Bulldog to Scioscia, again and again and

again, pushing 79 yards downfield and ending

with a one-yard touchdown pass lofted by

Stafford and cradled by Kupp with 1:25 re-

maining.

Then, in the final minute, requiring one

more great play 

COACH Sean McVay holds the Lombardi Trophy after the Rams beat the Cincinnati Bengals 23-20 to win the Super Bowl.
Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED

Six years after return to L.A., Rams on top of NFL
BILL PLASCHKE

[See Plaschke,A10]

Confetti flew. Cheers filled

SoFi Stadium. And Sam Lee, a

teacher from Pacoima sporting a

Los Angeles Rams face mask and

hat with curling horns, let the

world in on a little secret.

“We finally brought it home,”

the 38-year-old fan said between

whoops of joy as he celebrated his

team’s 23-20 victory over the Cin-

cinnati Bengals in Super Bowl

LVI. “Oh my God, this is a lifetime

event. It’s right up there with my

marriage.

“Don’t tell my wife.”

Lee didn’t want to leave the

packed stadium Sunday night.

Rams fans strutted around

draped in flags bearing their win-

ning team’s logo. They snapped

selfies with the field in the back-

ground and their Rams jerseys

proudly front and center. Bengals

fans mourned, their heads in

their hands.

Fireworks exploded in the

night sky throughout Los Ange-

les, this city in trademark full cel-

ebration mode. Because on this

night there was so much to cele-

brate. 

Los Angeles, which is fashion-

ing itself as an international

sports destination — the

Olympics are headed here in

2028, and the city’s in contention

for the World Cup in 2026 —

hasn’t hosted the big game since

1993. And the Los Angeles Rams

have never won the Super Bowl;

the St. Louis Rams were NFL 

For Rams fans, it’s a revel with a cause

RAMS FANS cheer during Super Bowl LVI. Until Sunday, the
L.A. version of the franchise had never won the big game.

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

By Brittny Mejia,

Priscella Vega,

Matthew Ormseth 

and Maria L. La Ganga
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SUPER BOWL LVI AT SOFI STADIUM

Rams beat Bengals
to win first title in L.A.
For full coverage, see Super Bowl
special section. SPORTS, SECTION D

MVP is no surprise
Receiver Kupp has made the
Rams go all season. SPORTS, D4

The winning drive
A lot of Stafford to Kupp led to

the key touchdown. SPORTS, D11




