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W E  B E L I E V E  T O G E T H E R , 
W E  C A N  A C H I E V E 

V I C T O R Y  O V E R  C A N C E R ! ®

Since 1999, the V Foundation Wine Celebration, benefi tting the V Foundation for 

Cancer Research, has raised over $108 million for cancer research and related 

programs. This three-day signature series of events in the stunning Napa Valley 

demonstrates that commitment, passion and giving become the catalyst for 

positive change. Experience the best culinary adventures, the most sought-after 

wines, exciting performances, thought-provoking panels and the chance to meet 

amazing people from all over the country who are joining the same fi ght along 

with you.

Mike "Coach K" Krzyzewski returns as host for the 12th time during the 21st 

Annual V Foundation Wine Celebration on August 1-4, 2019, while legendary 

chef Emeril Lagasse provides the culinary genius.

 

Every paddle raised during the Fund-A-Need will support the V Foundation's 

Canine Comparative Oncology innovative grant-making program, which will 

help accelerate research in the comparative oncology fi eld.

The V Foundation has proudly awarded more than $225 million for cutting-edge 

research, holds the highest possible 4-star rating from Charity Navigator, America’s 

largest evaluator of charities, and is among the top 3% of all charities evaluated. 

The V Foundation is also a GuideStar platinum-rated charity.



V  H O S T S

SCOTT HAMILTON

MIKE “COACH K” KRZYZEWSKI

ROBIN ROBERTS

LOU HOLTZ

Head Men's Basketball Coach at Duke University 

and USA National Team Head Men's Basketball 

Coach (2005-16).  Coach K is a V Foundation Board 

Member.

Figure skating World Champion, Olympic Gold 

Medalist and cancer survivor, Scott Hamilton is 

also known for his sports commentary and 

raising cancer awareness.

Emmy-winning co-host of ABC’s "Good Morning 

America," winner of the Arthur Ashe Courage 

Award and cancer thriver, Robin Roberts is a

V Foundation Board Member.

Legendary Football Coach and Retired Analyst for 

ESPN, Lou Holtz is also a best-selling author and 

considered one of the most motivational speaking 

legends in America today.

JOE THEISMANN
Legendary World Champion Quarterback, Super 

Bowl Champion, Sports Commentator and 

restaurateur.

Jim Valvano’s North Carolina State University Wolfpack 54-52 NCAA Championship victory over heavily-favored 
University of Houston Cougars has often been considered one of the greatest upsets in college basketball history, 
and it is the fourth-biggest point-spread upset in Championship Game history. The ending of the fi nal is one of the 
most famous in college basketball history, with a buzzer-beating dunk by Lorenzo Charles, off an air ball from 30 
feet out by Dereck Whittenburg.
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V  L E A D E R S H I P

GEORGE BODENHEIMER STEVE BORNSTEIN

SUSAN BRAUN

JOHN THIEL

Chair, “Not a Moment to Lose” Campaign 

the V Foundation for Cancer Research 

Retired President & Acting Chairman

ESPN, Inc.

Board Chair

the V Foundation for Cancer Research

Former President and CEO

NFL Network

Chief Executive Officer

the V Foundation for Cancer Research

Board Chair

Don’t Ever Give Up, Inc.

Retired Vice Chairman, Global Wealth Mgmt.

Bank of America Merril Lynch

Jim was awarded the inaugural Arthur Ashe Courage and Humanitarian Award at the fi rst-ever ESPY Awards at 
Madison Square Garden. Founding partner ESPN and Jim launched the V Foundation for Cancer Research. 
Valvano gave an inspirational and memorable speech at the ESPY Awards, telling listeners to “Don’t give up . . . Don’t 
ever give up.”® He gave the speech fewer than two months before his death at Duke University Medical Center. The 
Jimmy V Perseverance Award at the ESPY Awards was named after him. Each year, a college basketball tournament 
called the Jimmy V Classic is held in his honor at Madison Square Garden in support of those affected by cancer.

1993

“DON’T GIVE UP . . . DON’T EVER GIVE UP!”®

Co-Founder & Chair

the V Foundation Wine Celebration

General Partner 

FYRFLY Venture Partners

JULIE MAPLES

COACH K RETURNS AS HOST FOR THE 12TH 

TIME AT THE 21ST ANNUAL V FOUNDATION 

WINE CELEBRATION, AUGUST 1-4, 2019

PA S T  H O S T S



v i n t n e r  h o n o r e e s
pa s t  honor e e s

Lauren Ackerman, Karen Aldoroty,  Suzanne Pride Bryan, 
Gina Gallo, Robin Lail, Mary Novak
Kary & David Duncan
Launny & Weezie Steffens
Elaine & Rick Jones   
Naoko Dalla Valle   
Fred Constant, Jeff Gargiulo, Dick Grace, Lowell Herrero, 
Fred Schweiger
Suzanne Pride Bryan    
Robin & Michelle Baggett  
Neil Aldoroty    
Teri Kuhn    
Cyril & Blakesley Chappellet  
Emily Miner    
Far Niente Partners  
Robin Lail                
Chuck & Anne McMinn  
Leslie Rudd & Todd Zapolski      
Garen & Shari Staglin   
Mark Beringer   
Mitch Cosentino  
Dick Grace
Koerner Rombauer               
Ren Harris, Jr.      
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2019 VINTNER GRANT HONOREES

Julie Maples, daughter of Jim Allegro, Retired Executive Vice President of ESPN, co-founded the V Foundation 
Wine Celebration. Jim Allegro produced the inaugural ESPY Awards when Jim Valvano won the Arthur Ashe 
Courage Award. To date, the V Foundation Wine Celebration has raised over $108 million for cancer research.

1999

pat & joe harbison

v  w i n e  c e l e b r at i o n  h o m e

Although Far Niente was founded in 1885, the winery’s modern 

era dates from 1979, when Gil & Beth Nickel rescued the long-

abandoned stone winery in Oakville and began restoration of the 

historic estate. After years together working on their dream, Far 

Niente, Nickel & Nickel, Bella Union, En Route, and Dolce became 

globally recognized with their highly sought-after wines.

In 2003, Gil passed away due to an aggressive form of melanoma. Just three months before his 

death, despite being gravely ill, Gil made his fi nal public appearance at the V Foundation Wine 

Celebration. Gil got up to the microphone, thanked everyone for what they were doing for 

cancer research and said, “We are just one miracle away from having everything just 

right in our fight against cancer.” That same year, Beth joined with the V Foundation to 

run a successful campaign to endow the $1 million Gil Nickel Fund, which was awarded to the 

UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center in support of melanoma research.

Nickel & Nickel has been a supporter of the V Foundation for many 

years and since 2005 has graciously hosted the V Foundation Wine 

Celebration Gala at their Oakville Winery Estate. It’s with tremendous 

gratitude that we celebrate Beth Nickel, Larry McGuire, Dirk Hampson, 

and the GI Partners, who have made their winery our home. 

The V Foundation fi rst became endowed at the inaugural gala at Nickel & Nickel and now awards 100% of all 
direct cash donations to benefi t cancer research and related programs. 

2005



a l l - s ta r s  o f  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h

The Scientific Advisory Committee is comprised of some of the 

nation’s leading physicians and research scientists from prom-

inent universities and cancer centers. The Committee ensures 

proposals meet the highest standards of scientific merit and 

funding is properly allocated. By focusing on brilliant young 

investigators, the Committee works toward accomplishing the 

goal of the V Foundation: eradicating cancer.

Grant recipients are awarded 
funds for their research. Progress 
reports are submitted annually.

Funding of critical 
cancer research 
brings us closer to 
Victory Over Cancer®.

The V Foundation invites each of the 60+ 
National Cancer Institute-designated 
cancer facilities to nominate a researcher 
for funding consideration.

The V Foundation’s Scientifi c 
Advisory Committee reviews 
and recommends the best 
proposals for funding.Ou
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The V Foundation for Cancer Research is a charitable 

organization dedicated to saving lives by helping to find 

a cure for cancer. The V Foundation seeks to make a 

difference by generating broad-based support for can-

cer research by creating an urgent awareness among all 

Americans of the importance of the war against cancer. 

The V Foundation performs these dual roles through 

advocacy, education, fundraising and philanthropy.

M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

a u c t i o n  &  at t e n d e e s

Founded by Julie Maples, the V Foundation Wine Celebration—a world-class wine event set in the Napa Valley and benefiting the V 

Foundation for Cancer Research—has grown to one of the top-rated charity wine auctions in the country. Guided by a dedicated, volunteer 

board and committed staff, the three-day signature fundraiser has raised over $108 million since its first event in 1999.

Join us for the 21st Annual V Foundation Wine Celebration, August 1-4, 2019, where over 600 guests—prominent members of the sports, 

entertainment, technology and investment communities—will come together to learn, be inspired, make new friends and CELEBRATE LIFE, 

while providing the support that’s vital to keeping Jim Valvano’s spirit alive. Experience three days with the best culinary adventures, the 

most sought-after wines, exciting musical performances, thought-provoking panels, highly coveted auction experiences and the chance to 
meet amazing people who are joining the same fight: to find cures for cancer. 

The 20th Anniversary V Wine Celebration, hosted by Coach K, Robin Roberts, Scott Hamilton, Lou Holtz and Joe 
Theismann, raised a record-breaking $18 million. The total included more than $16 million in Fund-A-Need donations 
to our endowment, ensuring the longevity of our mission model: 100% of every direct donation goes to fund cancer 
research. To date, the V Foundation has awarded over $225 million in cancer research grants. For the complete history 
of the V Foundation Wine Celebration, please visit our website: winecelebration.org/about/history-timeline.

2018

1 0 0%
of direct cash donations go to cancer research.



way s  t o  g i v e

Make a difference! When you donate to the V Foundation, 100% of direct cash donations are awarded to cancer research and 
related programs. Due to generous donors, the V Foundation has an endowment that covers administrative expenses.

WE MAKE GIVING EASY AND ENJOYABLE:

• ONLINE: Just visit www.jimmyv.org/donate.

• LEGACY GIFTS THROUGH ESTATE PLANNING: Naming the V Foundation as a benefi ciary for a retirement account, life 

insurance or bequest from a will or living trust allows you to offer future support without giving up assets today; we can help 

with our easy estate planning suggestions.

• GIFTS OF ASSETS, SECURITIES, RETIREMENT AND INSURANCE PLANS: The V Foundation gladly accepts a vari-

ety of special gifts, such as stock and real estate. You can also name the V Foundation as the benefi ciary of your IRA, 401(k), 

403(b), Keogh, TIAA/CREF or life insurance plan when you no longer need it. 

•   MATCHING GIFTS: Corporate matching gifts are an easy way for people to maximize the impact of their personal donation.

• LEADERSHIP GIVING: The V Foundation has formalized recognition of major gifts into the following levels:

             Humanitarian   $1,000,000 pledge
             Founder                   $500,000 pledge
             Chairman                 $250,000 pledge
             Director                      $100,000 pledge
             President                       $50,000 pledge

f u n d - a - n e e d

Dogs are man’s best friend, but did you know they could also be part of the key to unlocking the mystery of cancer? The V Foundation’s 
Canine Comparative Oncology innovative grant-making program will help accelerate research in the comparative oncology fi eld.

We are working with cancer centers and veterinary colleges nationwide to make grants for canine comparative oncology, with a goal of 
faster and less costly care for pet dogs and for humans, as well as better informed research designs. Some of the most prevalent cancers 
diagnosed in both humans and dogs include sarcomas, melanoma, lymphomas, breast and bladder cancer. Cancer is the leading cause of 
death in dogs, with one in four developing the disease in his or her lifetime.

The V Foundation can help pet dogs and humans with cancer by fi nding cures more quickly. Excellent veterinary medical centers are teaming 
up with leading cancer centers to help dogs and humans beat cancer. Benefi ciaries of the canine comparative oncology research approach 
include human and canine patients (as well as their owners)! The goal is faster and less costly therapies, as well as better informed clinical 
trial designs for both.

For more information, please contact Phil Pilewski, Senior Philanthropic Gift Offi cer, at ppilewski@jimmyv.org. To learn more, go to jimmyv.org and winecelebration.org.



Presenting
$100,000

Platinum
$75,000

Diamond
$50,000

Gold
$25,000

Silver
$10,000

Full- or Half-Page Ad in Printed Catalog 1/2 1/2

Private Photo Op and Meet & Greet 
with Celebrity Host 10 Guests 6 Guests 4 Guests 2 Guests 2 Guests

Recognition in V Wine Celebration 
Printed & Digital Materials

Silver 
Sponsor

Gold 
Sponsor

Diamond 
Sponsor

Invitation to Private Sponsor Welcome Reception

Company Highlighted on V Wine Celebration Website

Active Promotion on Social Media Pre- & Post Event

Branding on Concert Stage Banners

Platinum 
Sponsor

Presenting 
Sponsor

Full Full Full

Printed 1-Page Collateral in Welcome Packet

Opportunity for Inclusion in Gift Bags & Turndown

Complimentary Admission to Weekend Events 6 4 4 2 2
Friday Only

Logo & Link Featured on Website, Printed & Digital 
Materials

2 0 1 9  pa rt n e r s h i p
o p p o rt u n i t i e s

m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e !

"Constellation Brands is thrilled, and has been 

since day one, to be a proud supporter of the 

V Foundation Wine Celebration. This is more 

than a spectacular event, it is an 'experience' 

that brings together like-minded individuals and 

companies fi lled with compassion, commitment, 

a never-give-up attitude, and steeped with a 

heavy dose of generosity. The V Wine Team 

has created a setting and environment that will 

inspire from the moment you engage. Making a 

difference for generations to come by ridding 

this world of cancer means being part of some-

thing truly life changing." - Jim Ryan

Partnership opportunities are a great way to make a difference! Join our fantastic sponsors, including:



george bodenheimer
Chair, "Not A Moment To Lose" Campaign 
The V Foundation for Cancer Research 
Retired Executive Chairman
ESPN, Inc.

v  f o u n d at i o n  w i n e  c e l e b r at i o n  b o a r d

julie maples
General Partner  
FYRFLY Venture Partners
Chairwoman & Co-Founder
V Foundation Wine Celebration

anthony borquez 
Chairman & CEO  
Grab

susan braun
Chief Executive Officer
the V Foundation for Cancer Research

michael m. clair
Board Member   
Silicon Valley Companies

mark colella
Partner
Stamos Capital Partners

shahram Shawn gholami, M.D., FACS
Urologic Surgeons of Northern California

christian hoff
Tony Award Winner, Jersey Boys  
Principal, PinPics, The Midtown Men 

frank x. lonergan, jr.
Director 
10 Chancery Lane Gallery, Hong Kong

amy marks dornbusch
President & Proprietor 
Gemstone Vineyards 

ryan mcdonough 
CFO & Founder  
Accompany

constance skidmore
Retired Managing Partner & Board Member
PwC, LLP

todd zapolski
Principal
Zapolski Real Estate, LLC

julie maples
Founder & General Partner  
FYRFLY Venture Partners
Chairwoman & Co-Founder
V Foundation Wine Celebration

robert c. bast, jr., m.d. 
Vice President for Translational Research
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center

steven m. bornstein
Board Chair
The V Foundation for Cancer Research
Former President and CEO
NFL Network  

Julie Chase
President and CEO
ChasePR, LLC

nancy e. davidson, m.d.
President and Executive Director, Seattle Cancer 
Care Alliance 
Senior Vice President, Director, and Full Member,  
Clinical Research Division, Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center
Head, Department of Medicine, Division of  
Medical Oncology, University of Washington
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

robert c. nakasone
Retired Chief Executive Officer
Toys “R” Us 

william nelson, m.d., ph.d.
Cancer Center Director
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Johns Hopkins

donna orender
Chief Executive Officer
Orender Unlimited, LLC

james pitaro
President
ESPN, Inc.

kevin plank
Chief Executive Officer
Under Armour, Inc.

lawrence f. probst iii
Chairman of the Board
Electronic Arts

j. david harden III
Venture Investor & Creative Executive  
Principal, PinPics, The Midtown Men 

marc rollins
Executive Director
JPMorgan Chase Private Bank

nicholas p. valvano
President Emeritus
the V Foundation for Cancer Research

ryan nece
Founder 
The Ryan Nece Foundation 
Principal 
Next Play Capital

derek reisinger, PHR
Executive Director, Human Resources  
Operations & Service Center 
Cedars-Sinai

john roediger
Managing Director   
DCS Advisory

george w. dennis iii
Retired Senior Partner
Teague Campbell Dennis & Gorham, LLP 

evan goldberg
Founder, Chief Technology Officer
Chairman of the Board
NetSuite, Inc.

mark king 
Former President
adidas Group North America

michael w. krzyzewski
Head Coach, Men’s Basketball
Duke University

carl c. liebert iii
President & CEO
AutoNation

f. j. "joe" loughrey
Retired President & Vice Chairman
Cummins, Inc.

michael c. mac donald
Former Chairman & CEO
Medifast

geoffrey s. mason 
CEO/Executive Producer  
Mainstay Communications, Inc.

 joseph o. moore, m.d.
Medical Director
Duke Raleigh Cancer Hospital  
Professor, Hematology & Oncology  
Duke Cancer Center

harry e. rhoads, jr.
Founder
Washington Speakers Bureau 

robin roberts
Co-Anchor
ABC’s “Good Morning America” 

robert valvano
ESPN College Basketball Analyst
ESPN, Inc.

lesley visser
Sports Commentator
CBS and HBO Sports

dick vitale
Sports Commentator
ESPN, Inc. and ABC Sports
 
dereck whittenburg
Associate Athletic Director 
North Carolina State University

david w. williams
Retired Senior Vice President
Whirlpool Corporation

norby williamson
Executive Vice President, Production,  
Program Scheduling & Development
ESPN, Inc.

larry woodard
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Graham Stanley Advertising

david robinson
NBA Hall of Famer
Co-Founder
Admiral Capital Group

constance e. skidmore
Retired Managing Partner & Board Member
PwC, LLP 
 
pamela valvano strasser
Chairwoman
the V Foundation for Cancer Research

stuart a. taylor ii
Chief Executive Officer
The Taylor Group 

john w. thiel
Retired Vice President of Global Wealth 
Management
Merrill Lynch

olivera j. finn, ph.d. 
Distinguished Professor of Immunology and Surgery and 
Founding Chair of the Department of Immunology
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

robert c. bast, jr., m.d. 
Vice President for Translational Research
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

lisa m. coussens, ph.d. 
Hildegard Lamfrom Chair in Basic Science
Professor and Chair, Cell & Developmental Biology
Associate Director for Basic Research
Knight Cancer Institute
Oregon Health & Science University

nancy e. davidson, m.d. 
President and Executive Director, Seattle Cancer Care Alliance 
Senior Vice President, Director, and Full Member, Clinical Research 
Division, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Head, Department of Medicine, Division of Medical Oncology, 
University of Washington
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

h. shelton earp, m.d. 
Director,  UNC Cancer Care,
Director, Lineberger Cancer Center
Lineberger Professor of Cancer Research
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

richard i. fisher, m.d. 
President and Chief Executive Officer
Cancer Center Director 
Robert C. Young, MD, Chair in Cancer Research 
Senior Associate Dean at the Lewis Katz School of Medicine
Fox Chase Cancer Center-Temple Health

james m. ford, m.d.
Professor of Medicine and Genetics
Director of the Stanford Cancer Genetics Clinic and 
the Stanford Clinical Cancer Genomics Program
Stanford University School of Medicine

susan g. hilsenbeck, ph.d. 
Professor of Medicine
Baylor College of Medicine

michael b. kastan, m.d., ph.d. 
Executive Director, Duke Cancer Institute
William and Jane Shingleton Professor of Pharmacology 
and Cancer Biology and Professor of Pediatrics  
Duke University School of Medicine

theodore s. lawrence, m.d., ph.d.
Isadore Lampe Professor and Chair
Department of Radiation Oncology Director
University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center

john d. minna, m.d. 
Director, Nancy B. and Jake L. Hamon Center for  
Therapeutic Oncology Research
The Sarah M. & Charles E. Seay Distinguished Chair  
in Cancer Research
Professor, Internal Medicine and Pharmacology
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

joseph o. moore, m.d. 
Professor, Hematology & Oncology
Department of Medicine
Duke University Medical Center

brian patrick o’neill, m.d.  
Professor of Neurology,  
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine
Principal Co-Leader, Neuro-Oncology Program
Director, Mayo SPORE in Brain Cancer
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

david piwnica-worms, m.d., ph.d. 
Professor and Chair, Department of Cancer Systems 
Imaging, Deputy Head, Diagnostic Imaging
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Ctr. 

helen piwnica-worms, ph.d. 
Professor of Experimental Radiation Oncology
American Cancer Society Professor
Senator A.M. Aiken Jr. Distinguished Chair
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

jonathan w. simons, m.d. 
President and Chief Executive Officer
David H. Koch Chair
Prostate Cancer Foundation
 
margaret a. tempero, m.d. 
Director, UCSF Pancreas Center
Rombauer Family Distinguished  
Professorship in Pancreas Cancer  
Clinical & Translational Science
University of California, San Francisco

william nelson, m.d., ph.d.  
Marion I. Knott Professor of Oncology and Director
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center
at Johns Hopkins

olufunmilayo olopade, m.d., facp
Walter L Palmer Distinguished Service Professor
Associate Dean, Global Health & Director, Center for 
Clinical Cancer Genetics
The University of Chicago

d o n ’ t  e v e r  g i v e  u p,  i n c .  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s

steven m. bornstein
Former President and CEO
NFL Network
Board Chair
the V Foundation for Cancer Research

susan braun
Chief Executive Officer
the V Foundation for Cancer Research

laura gentile
Vice President of Marketing
ESPN, Inc.

adam krajchir
Chief of Staff, Office of CIO
The Walt Disney Company

Scott MacDonald
Vice President Wealth Management
UBS Financial, Inc. 

Mark Mentry
Chief Brand Officer
Capital One

Robert C. Rauf, Jr. CLU, ChFC 
Wealth Management Advisor
Northwestern Mutual

Constance E. Skidmore
Retired Managing Partner & Board Member
PwC, LLP

John Thiel
Board Chair
Don't Ever Give Up, Inc.
Retired Vice Chairman, Global Wealth Mgmt.
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Conrad York
Vice President of Client Strategy
Quad Graphics

richard o’reilly, m.d. 
Claire L. Tow Chair in Pediatric Oncology Research
Chief, Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Service
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Department of Pediatrics

Todd Zapolski
Principal
Zapolski Real Estate, LLC

LEVI GARRAWAY M.D., PH.D.
Senior Vice President, Global Development & Medical Affairs
Lilly Oncology
Eli Lilly and Company
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Men’s Basketball Head Coach at Duke University 

Coach Mike Krzyzewski and his wife, 

Mickie, host the V Foundation 

Wine Celebration event. The V 

Foundation is awarded 4 stars 

by Charity Navigator and becomes 

one of the top-rated charities in the 

United States. 

1999 2000

Julie Maples, daughter of V 

Foundation Board member Jim 

Allegro, has an idea to raise 

money to fight cancer. The 

inaugural event, co-founded 

by Chairman Bob Lloyd, raises 

more than $400,000.

Far Niente Winery owner Gil Nickel 

is presented with the V Founders 

Courage Award alongside his beloved 

wife, Beth. 

The V Foundation Wine 

Celebration makes the 

Wine Spectator’s Top 

Ten list of charity 

wine auctions. 

Peggy Fleming hosts a ground-

breaking ceremony for the V 

Foundation Wine Celebration-

funded Wellness Center at Queen 

of the Valley Hospital. 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

“If anything good came of 
Jim’s death, it’s that the 
foundation provided the 

knowledge of what should 
be done right away in 

terms of early detection 
and early treatment.” 

“I feel very grateful that I survived,      
and my message is early detection.” 

“We are just one miracle away 
from having everything just right 

in our fight against cancer.”

Nickel & Nickel Winery becomes the home of 

the annual V Foundation Wine Celebration. The 

V Foundation, with the support of a $2 million 

pledge by founding partner ESPN, becomes fully 

endowed and awards 100% of all donations 

directly to cancer research and related programs. 

The Fund-A-Need is in honor of 

Jim’s daughter, Jamie Valvano 

Howard, for genomic breast 

cancer research. 

The Fund-A-Need raises funds for 

the new, state-of-the-art cancer 

center at St. Helena Hospital. 

The 10th Anniversary 

of the V Foundation 

Wine Celebration 

is hosted by "Good 

Morning America" co-

anchor Robin Roberts, 

celebrating her one-year 

anniversary as a breast cancer 

survivor. 

                         
The V Foundation awarded

$100 MILLION 
    which leverages an additional 
$1 billion 

in funding for cancer research with 

Chairman Bob Lloyd & CEO Nick Valvano. 

“I am alive today because of 
cancer research.”

“What you have done in the last 
10 years has made a difference in 

countless lives.”

Nick Valvano, Jim Valvano’s older 

brother, becomes the CEO of 

the V Foundation.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

The 11,500-square-foot St. Helena 

Hospital Cancer Center, funded 

by the V Foundation 

Wine Celebration, 

opens its doors. 

The First Responders of 9/11 are 

awarded a $1 million grant in their 

honor at the V Foundation Wine 

Celebration event hosted by College 

Football Hall of Fame Coach Lou Holtz. 

The 15th anniversary of the V Foundation Wine Celebration 

sees Susan Braun, newly appointed CEO of the V Foundation, 

succeed Jim’s beloved brother, Nick Valvano. The first 

in-house Pathology Laboratory in the Napa Valley, funded 

by the V Foundation Wine Celebration, opens at the new 

Advanced Diagnostic & Surgical Center at Queen of the Valley.

The Fund-A-Need video introduction by US 

Olympic Gold Medalist Figure Skater Scott 

Hamilton, and a $500,000 matching pledge 

from Accelerate Brain Cancer Cure, raises 

$1 million for a grant awarded to Duke 

Cancer Institute for brain cancer research. 

“Chasing my kids around the 
ice? I didn’t think that I would 

be saying that a year ago.”

Steve Bornstein succeeds Bob Lloyd 

as Chairman of the V Foundation. 

A record $1.5 million is raised in 

the Fund-A-Need in support of 

bladder cancer research. 

“All we want to do is cure cancer, 
a disease that affects a third of 

the people on this planet.”

$150 MILLION
Awarded by the V Foundation

for Cancer Research

The V Wine Celebration, hosted by Coach K, 

shatters records by raising over $10.6 million, 

with $7.8 million garnered in the Fund-A-Need 

for pediatric cancer research.

Hosted by Joe Theismann and Lesley Visser, 

an astounding $13.2 million is raised at 

the V Foundation Wine Celebration, 

with over $2 million awarded to prostate 

cancer research at Dana-Farber Cancer 

Institute. 

$8.8 million 

is raised, with 

more that $7 

million ear-marked for BRCA 

research collaborative grants. 

A $3 million match-challenge 

from the BRCA Foundation and 

the Gray Foundation, and a $1 

million pledge from Wayne & Nan 

Kocourek, lead the paddle raises.

20 YEARS 
OF

20TH ANNIVERSARY
of the v foundation 

wine celebration
raises a record-

breaking $18 million!

1999-2018

Excellence
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Jane Brovelli 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
jane@winecelebration.com

Max Duley 
SR. DIRECTOR OF AUCTION  
& COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

max@winecelebration.com

Sasha Michael 
OFFICE & EVENTS MANAGER 

sasha@winecelebration.com
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Christine Carey 
ACCOUNTING & AUCTION SUPPORT  

MANAGER 

christine@winecelebration.com

Jennifer Rose 
SR. DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE 

SPONSORSHIP & DONOR DEVELOPMENT 
jennifer@winecelebration.com

Amanda Schroeder 
SR. MANAGER OF AUCTION  
& COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

amanda@winecelebration.com

Jim Valvano once commented, “There are 86,400 seconds in a day. It’s up 

to you to decide what to do with them.” He reached the highest level of 

success as the legendary NC State University basketball coach and then 

as an award-winning commentator at ABC and ESPN. He authored three 

books, gave hundreds of motivational speeches to corporations across the 

country, hosted weekly television and radio broadcasts and created his own corporation. He was a man 

possessed by life and all of the opportunities that it had to offer.

 

In 1993, Jim was diagnosed with terminal cancer. At a lunch with Jim & Pam Valvano, Steve Bornstein, 

then-president of ESPN, suggested starting a foundation for cancer research and offered ESPN’s  

support. Jim's passion lives on now stronger than ever in the people of ESPN who give freely of their 

time, resources and creativity to support the mission of the V Foundation for Cancer Research. They do  

it in ways big and small, all year round through the ESPN V Committees, established by ESPN President 

George Bodenheimer, who expanded ESPN’s involvement in fundraising for the V Foundation, and the 

growing number of Team ESPN members across the country.  

 

Perhaps it was Jim’s deep love of humanity that allowed him to share the details of his darkest hour 

with millions of strangers that would become his closest confidants, creating the bond that would 

ultimately support the V Foundation. During one of his final interviews he stated, “I want to help every 

cancer patient I can now. I don’t know if I 

can handle that, but it’s the only conceivable 

good that can come out of this.” Jim proved 

that he could more than handle his final 

role as cancer advocate. He spent the final 10 

months of his life giving the world personal insights into the life of a cancer patient 

in the hope that he could bring attention to a disease that affects millions. He was 

not afraid to let others witness his weakening body or the tears that he shed when 

he spoke of his certain death during interviews and public appearances. He knew 

that his body would lose the battle against cancer, but his vibrant spirit was the 

gift that he would leave behind.

t h e  m a n  b e h i n d  t h e  v

Jim and his daughter, LeeAnn

1967 Rutgers University Scarlet Knights Men’s Basketball Team featuring #40 Jim Valvano

Jim Valvano & Mike “Coach K” Krzyzewski



upcoming events:
APRIL 26 & 27, 2019
Virginia Vine
Leesburg, Virginia

MAY 10, 2019
Dick Vitale Gala
Sarasota, Florida

MAY 18, 2019
Victory Ride
Raleigh, North Carolina

JULY 8-10, 2019
ESPYS Week
Los Angeles

victory over cancer®
FOR US AND OUR DOGS 

  

Canine tumors can share multiple characteristics with human 
cancer, including responses to specific therapies. Humans and 
dogs also share the same environment, including air, water and 
pollutants. The V Foundation is partnering with leading veterinary 
schools and cancer centers for the Comparative Oncology Research 
Consortium.

We are funding research to explore similarities and differences 
between human and canine cancers. Our goal is faster and less 
costly therapies, as well as better informed clinical trials, for 
human and canine patients.
 
With the V Foundation leading the way as a premiere grant-maker 
in this exciting field, the future is bright. Visit www.jimmyv.org to 
learn more.

AUGUST 1-4, 2019
V Foundation Wine Celebration
Yountville, California

DECEMBER 9, 2019
An Evening with Robin Roberts  
New York City 

DECEMBER 10, 2019
Jimmy V Classic
Presented by Corona

Madison Square Garden

21st annual
wine celebration

AUGUST 1-4, 2019 | NAPA VALLEY


