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The OEC has done extensive research that shows Ohioans overwhelmingly 
support initiatives to address environmental issues, yet our congressional 
members’  track records don’t reflect public sentiment. 

At the crux of this disconnect is a democracy that is not accountable to the 
people. 

In March 2017, the OEC partnered with Common Cause Ohio and the Ohio 
League of Women Voters to reform one broken piece of Ohio’s democracy: 
gerrymandering. The story of the gerrymander is not new. For generations, 
political parties took advantage of their elected positions to maintain power. 
Now, technology has allowed gerrymandering to become a fine-tuned 
science. We could not wait any longer to fix this problem. That’s why the Fair 
Districts=Fair Elections coalition decided to seek a referendum to enshrine a 
redistricting reform amendment in the Ohio Constitution. 

Clearly, Ohioans noticed the lack of representation, too. When we began 
our petition drive, it caught fire. In just a few months, thanks to hundreds of 
volunteers, the Fair Districts=Fair Elections coalition had more than 200,000 

The Road to Fair Representation
Ohio’s congressional 
delegation has had the 
same players for years. 
The reason is obvious. Just 
look at a map of Ohio’s 
districts—they have been 
gerrymandered to ensure 
incumbents are re-elected. 

Heather Taylor-Miesle, 
Executive Director

Ohio Environmental Council
1145 Chesapeake Ave., Suite I
Columbus, OH 43212

614-487-7506

OEC@theOEC.org
www.theOEC.org

Connect with us!



 SPRING 2018      3more news & info at www.theOEC.org

Trent Dougherty, Esq.,  
General Counsel
Ricardo Granados, 
Public Lands Coordinator
Melanie Houston, MS, 
Director, Climate Programs
Nathan Johnson, Esq., 
Director, Public Lands
Drew Kaufman, 
Development Coordinator
Cassie Kelly, Digital 
Organizer
Katalyn Kuivila, 
Development Assistant
Miranda Leppla, Esq., 
Clean Energy Attorney
Nicholas Mandros, 
Regional Director, 
Northwest Ohio
Alaina McCleery, 
Development Associate
Kristy Meyer, MS, Vice 
President of Policy, Natural 
Resources
David Miller, Director, 
Communications
Tamaliyapo Mphande, 
Events Coordinator
Amy Murphy, 
Administrative Assistant
Max Schaefer, Regional 
Director, Northeast Ohio
Dena Sico, Vice President 
of Development
Sarah Spence, Director, 
Government Affairs
Chris Tavenor, Law Fellow
Hannah Tyler, MPA,
Director, Public Affairs

valid signatures collected across all 88 counties. Statehouse leaders took notice and 
scrambled to create a process to counter the volunteer movement by creating a 
redistricting reform working group of lawmakers. 

Come January, I found myself at the negotiating table with Statehouse leaders 
in an attempt to strike a deal. It took long hours, constant back-and-forth 
communications, and meetings at odd hours (even during the Super Bowl), 
but in February, we got a win for redistricting reform by having Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers come together to agree to a compromise amendment that 
reflected the values and intent of the citizen-led effort. The resulting proposal had 
widespread bipartisan support. The State Senate voted unanimously and the House 
voted 83-10 to pass the resolution.

We were able to create a redistricting process that: 

• Keeps communities together. County splits are severely limited under this 
proposal, which means neighbors won’t be voting for different congressional 
candidates. 

• Is bipartisan. The General Assembly will have to draw districts that pass with a  
3/5th vote of support in each chamber and 50% minority party support. 

• Invites public input. The map will also be treated as a bill, which is subject to a governor’s veto, and 
referendum by the people. Members of the public can submit their own versions of the district maps for 
consideration by the legislature. This process will be open and transparent. 

Ohioans overwhelmingly voted for this process when it was on the May 8 ballot as Issue 1. This victory will 
change Ohio’s constitution so democracy can thrive in our state and lawmakers are held accountable to their 
constituents. 

We cannot thank enough the hundreds of volunteers with the Fair Districts=Fair Elections Coalition for 
providing us with the leverage needed to make this historic deal. With our May 8 victory, we will have fair 
congressional districts for the 2022 general election, following the 2020 census. 

With our congressional delegation beholden to the voters, they will be more willing to take up issues that 
matter to all Ohioans, like ensuring access to clean air, water, and land. 
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The U.S. Forest Service just made a very big 
announcement about the Wayne National 
Forest. The Wayne’s Forest Plan is open to 
revision! As part of this multi-year public 
engagement process, Ohioans now have 
the chance to determine, in part, the future 
of the Wayne, Ohio’s only national forest. 

I couldn’t be more excited about Ohio residents getting to weigh in on the Wayne’s plan revision. 
These plans often last 15-30 years, making this a once-in-a-generation public lands opportunity.

Will the Wayne be a haven for mature, interior forest habitat and sensitive wildlife species? 
Will it be a destination for hikers, bikers, horseback riders, birders, campers, and families and 
individuals looking to get away from it all? Or, will large swaths of the Wayne be sacrificed on the 
fossil fuel altar, scarred by pipelines and wellpads? We have a say.

The OEC has a lot of tools in its toolbox: top-notch communications, experience running local 
and statewide issue campaigns, and policy and legal expertise. We will be pulling out all the 
stops as we launch a major campaign for the Wayne. Our core objectives: (1) keep the Wayne 
free from pipelines and oil and gas development; (2) win enhanced protections for the Wayne's 
old growth areas; (3) secure special status for Ohio's most important (and majestic) wildlife tree, 
the imperiled white oak; (4) and propel the OEC’s Million Voices Movement to impressive new 
heights.

There will be more to say about all of these core objectives, but I’d like to use this opportunity to 
tell you more about the plight of the white oak and what it means for Ohio’s forests.

The white oak is the most important wildlife tree in Ohio, and is the keystone tree species in 
many Ohio forests. Many forest mammals and birds depend on its acorns. Unlike oak species in 
the red oak family, which tend to produce very bitter crops, the acorns of white oak are relatively 
sweet and low in tannin. They’re the preferred food of the state-endangered black bear, whose 
reproductive success depends on good acorn crops. 

A whole world exists in the white oak. Oaks host caterpillars of more moth and butterfly species 
than any other tree at 534 known species. Of course, this is great for the moths and butterflies, 
but it’s also vital for many of Ohio’s migrant songbirds, which depend mightily on these little 
wrigglers for their survival. For example, the imperiled Cerulean warbler is largely dependent 
on older, larger white oaks for nesting and reproductive success. The Cerulean warbler is an 
important indicator species for healthy and mature interior forest habitat. They have also 
declined more dramatically in recent years than any of our other migrant songbirds. The 
recovery and future success of white oak is key to their survival. 

On top of all of these great qualities, white oak also provides important habitat for the federally 
endangered Indiana bat and the federally threatened Northern long-eared bat, both of which 
enjoy roosting in the very distinctive and large, platey bark that older white oaks develop on 
their upper trunks and branches. 

Truly, the bark of an old and majestic white oak is one of the most aesthetically appealing sights 

Nathan Johnson, 
Director, Public Lands

Will Wayne National Forest Save the White Oak?
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in any eastern forest. When allowed to grow old, the tree often exhibits impressive girth and 
spread with twisting branches. White oak is, in my humble estimation, the most beautiful of 
Ohio’s native tree species. Oh, and did I mention, it’s also one of the longest living organisms in 
the Eastern United States, commonly living for 300 to 600 years (when allowed to), with some 
specimens living a good deal longer. 

Sadly, though, white oak is in serious decline in Ohio, and it’s being unsustainably harvested 
in the state. White oak is second only to the disease-devastated white ash in volume loss in 
Ohio since 2011. The wood of white oak is durable, attractive, and watertight (think wine and 
whiskey barrels). It’s second only to black walnut in price fetched on the timber market. As a 
result, perhaps, these special trees are being logged much faster than they can grow back.

As white oak is unsustainably harvested on our private forests, the Wayne can stand as the 
public fortress for white oak recovery. Ohio’s only national forest can be the backbone of white 
oak restoration, and, perhaps someday, the source of a return to dominance for this peerless 
forest keystone.

Thanks to donors like you, the OEC is able to reach thousands of Ohioans everyday with 
opportunities to learn and take action. This is a pivotal moment for the Wayne, and your 
generous contributions will be hard at work to create a beautiful future for Ohio’s only national 
forest. 
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Learn more at http://bit.ly/oecwayne



   6     SPRING 2018

My wife and I really wanted to power our home 
with solar. But, what started as just an idea quickly 
snowballed into a county-wide solar iniative. 
After explaining that a co-op would lower the cost of our system and encourage others in our 
neighborhood to install solar, my sister Miranda put me in touch with Luke Selfridge of Solar 
United Neighbors of Ohio (then known as Ohio SUN). 

The  Solar United Neighbors co-op model is a group of homeowners in a defined geographic 
area who use their combined bulk buying power to save on the total cost of going solar. 

Solar installers face significant marketing costs trying to find solar customers. By forming a 
group of interested buyers, co-op members can receive a significant discount because the group 
has done some of the work for the installer. Co-op members also have the benefit of working 
with a group and with Solar United Neighbors of Ohio, who helps educate and guide them 
through the selection of an installer and the installation process.

After speaking with Luke and reviewing Solar United Neighbors’ website, I composed an email 
and Facebook post and put together an information sheet for my historic neighborhood, 
McPherson Town, on the edge of the Great Miami River. 

The response to my email and post on our neighborhood Facebook page was surprising and 
extremely encouraging, with over 20 households (out of 80 structures in our neighborhood) 
indicating that they were interested and wanted to know more. I then sent out an email 
to family, friends, and acquaintances, and encouraged them to spread the word. I set up a 
Facebook page, titled Montgomery County Solar Co-op, and invited anyone to the page that 
lived in the Dayton area.

While attempting to gain support for the initiative, I reached out to the City of Dayton, University 
of Dayton, and local businesses, including Dayton Beer Company and Mudlick Tap House. 

I met with the Mayor of Dayton, Nan Whaley, and explained the project. She expressed her 
support and allowed us to use the City of Dayton’s logo. We also received permission to use the 
University of Dayton logo after meeting with Professor Kevin Hallinan, who created UD’s Master’s 
Program in Renewable and Clean Energy. Such support from well-respected entities was very 
beneficial because it added credibility to the project for those unfamiliar with a solar co-op. 

How the Dayton Area Solar Co-op Became a Reality
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By Philip J. Leppla with Miranda Leppla, Clean Energy Attorney for the Ohio 
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With the backing of the City of Dayton and UD, we chose to change the name to the Dayton 
Area Solar Co-op.

Our first information session and launch party was held at Mudlick Tap House in downtown 
Dayton, and featured a speech from Mayor Whaley. The turnout was excellent, as was the 
turnout at our second information session at Dayton Beer Company. Suddenly, the number of 
households expressing interest in going solar grew to over 40 households in the Dayton area.  

We had reached our critical mass of 30-40 potential roofs to place panels on, which was 
necessary prior to moving on to the request for proposal (“RFP”) phase.  Because of the level 
of interest, Luke and I decided to divide the Co-op into two geographic areas—Dayton Area 
Solar Co-ops North and South with State Route 35 as the dividing line. This would give us 
approximately 20 households in each Co-op.

The RFP phase began with Solar United Neighbors of Ohio reaching out to various solar 
installation companies in Ohio, requesting proposals or bids to be the sole installer for each Co-
op.  A handful of each Co-op’s membership volunteered to review the proposals and compare 
apples-to-apples: the price per watt, types of panels, experience of the installers, etc.  

In the end, the North Co-op selected Ohio Power Solutions and the South Co-op selected 
Appalachian Renewable Power.  From that point forward, individuals that had signed on to 
the Co-ops were contacted by the selected installers, who then evaluated each homeowner’s 
property to determine the suitability for solar. 

The installers provided full estimates for homeowners, and the homeowners then decided 
whether to move forward with the contract and project or not. To date, we have 7 happy 
homeowners with new solar panel systems installed, powering their homes directly from the 
sun, while lowering their energy bills. 

The number of installed projects continues to grow with additional solar arrays in the planning 
process. The more people see our solar panels and hear about the savings, the more their 
interest grows. We are encouraged and excited each time we hear about another project 
moving forward. 

It is amazing for me personally to stop and reflect on the fact that less than a year and a half 
ago, this all started because we wanted solar on our garage.
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Learn more at http://bit.ly/oec-clean-energy
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Invasive plant species, like Japanese 
honeysuckle, purple loosestrife, and 
teasel, overrun Ohio’s native plant 
species, which provide critical food 
supply and biodiversity to Ohio’s 
natural habitats. Invasives spread 
quickly with little encouragement, 
taking over vital space and resources 

that our native species need. Eradicating them often 
takes multiple removals and treatments.

Fortunately, you are part of the solution. 
Overcoming one’s “plant blindness” is the first place 
to start. Learn to identify invasives and find native 
alternatives at http://ohiodnr.gov/invasiveplants. 
Then you can begin zapping and removing these 
nasty invaders in your own backyard.

Once you’ve taken care of your backyard, help out 
your local park districts and state parks. Spring is a 
great time to help with invasives removal because 
plants like honeysuckle are some of the first to 
sprout leaves, making them conspicuous in the 
landscape.

“Many hands make light work” is especially true in 
combatting prolific invasive plants, but many of 
the groups doing the hard work day in and day out 
struggle to find volunteers. That’s why I am calling 
on you to save our parks, forests, and precious lands 
from invasives plant species!

Ricardo Granados, 
Public Lands Coordinator

Green Isn’t
Always Good

W
at

ch
 o

ut
 fo

r w
hi

te
 fl

ow
er

s 
on

 in
va

si
ve

 G
ar

lic
 M

us
ta

rd
. D

is
po

se
 o

f u
pr

oo
te

d 
pl

an
ts

.

Learn more at http://bit.ly/oecnnis

We are spreading the word about invasives 
spreading through Central Ohio thanks to a 
generous grant from the Columbus Foundation 
and the Benva Foundation Field of Interest 
Fund. Please join these fantastic Central Ohio 
groups:

• Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed 
(FLOW)

• Columbus Ecological Restoration Program 
(CERP)

• Friends of Columbus and Franklin County 
Metro Parks

Not in Columbus? Here are some statewide 
resources:

• Ohio Invasives Plant Council

• The Nature Conservancy - Ohio Chapter

• Ohio Natural and Areas and Preserves 
Association
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Pipeline Polluters Should Pony Up
The OEC is keeping an eye on a proposed 
pipeline that would cut across the Wayne 
National Forest.

The OEC plays a unique role as public defender of Ohio’s public 
lands, water, and people. We work within the law to be a voice for 
folks who are worried about big industry running roughshod over 
Ohio’s most precious natural resources. 

Right now, natural gas pipeline projects are all the rage in Ohio as 
the shale gas boom continues. The Rover pipeline project, owned 
by Energy Transfer Partners, put Ohio in the national spotlight after 
over 25 drilling spills, including a release of millions of gallons of 

drilling fluid into sensitive wetlands, leaving many outraged. Luckily the Ohio EPA was there from 
the beginning to fight for Ohioans. 

With the potential for environmental impacts, the OEC has a duty to monitor pipeline projects in 
Ohio. It wasn’t long before an application came in that alarmed us. During the Summer of 2017, 
Columbia Gas and its parent company, TransCanada, started the application process with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to construct the Buckeye Xpress pipeline in Southern 
Ohio. This pipeline is an expansion of an already-existing pipeline to a larger capacity pipeline. 
Its proposed route traverses the Wayne National Forest and will impact over 1,400 acres of land 
throughout the region.

In October, FERC signaled the beginning of the agency’s internal environmental review procedures 
on the Buckeye Xpress. In response, the OEC provided comments on behalf of our thousands of 
members across the state.

Specifically, we advocated for FERC to analyze all direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts to the 
Wayne National Forest. This includes the removal of hundreds of acres of forest habitat in the 
Wayne. We asked the commission to consider all greenhouse gas emissions that could result from 
the methane transported by the pipeline. We also urged FERC to consider denying the pipeline 
expansion project or to retire the existing pipeline entirely.  

We hoped that these comments would encourage FERC to assess the Buckeye Xpress project with 
a careful eye toward Ohio’s valuable resources and our comments have already made an impact! 
Earlier this month, FERC specifically referenced our comments when it asked Columbia Gas to 
respond to our concern that the pipeline violated the Forest Plan for the Wayne National Forest.

Commenting during this process should help FERC more fully consider the environmental impacts 
of the Buckeye Xpress proposal, while also setting up the OEC for a successful lawsuit should the 
agency fail to properly assess those impacts. The OEC will closely engage at every step along the 
environmental review process, advocating for Ohio’s air, water, and public lands.

The OEC has a history of holding bad actors accountable and successfully advocating for our 
environment. This legacy would not be possible without the support of Ohioans like you. As natural 
gas pipeline construction spreads, the OEC will fight to protect our neighbors’ health and well-
being, and we know you’ll be with us every step of the way. 

Melanie Houston, 
Director, Climate Programs

Learn more at http://bit.ly/BuckeyeXPress
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The stress of dealing with issues related 
to your drinking water is not something 
you want to ever think about, but 
unfortunately, it’s a common reality for 
Ohioans. 

A Day Without Water
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In 2014, Toledoans faced the prospect of going without clean drinking water for days. We all 
know the story. Health officials were alerted in the middle of the night that things weren’t 
right with the water coming out of the taps. Mass alerts went out. People went door-to-door 
trying to alert neighbors and protect their community. 

The OEC refuses to accept that any Ohioan should go through what Toledoans went through 
in 2014. That’s why on March 22, we continued our tradition of working with local leaders to 
take action for safe drinking water by holding a World Water Day event in coordination with 
the Cincinnati Chapter of the NAACP and the City of Cincinnati. 

Our panel focused on the importance of clean and safe water and water infrastructure 
funding.  Panelists included Joe Mallory, NAACP Cincinnati Chapter; Cathy Bailey, Greater 

Nicholas Mandros, 
Northwest Ohio Regional Director
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Learn more at http://bit.ly/oectoxicalgae

Cincinnati Water Works; Linda Butler, Lincoln Heights Community Development Corp; 
and the OEC’s Kristy Meyer. 

During the event, Cincinnati Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld announced the Mayor's 
Proclamation recognizing World Water Day. 

With over a hundred people in the audience and plenty of elected officials on hand to 
have concrete conversations about the health of Cincinnati’s water, progress was made. 
The partnerships created and strengthened through events like these are critical to 
ensuring the conversations about clean water issues continue. 

Since the water crisis, Toledo has implemented methods to keep their drinking water 
safe. However, every summer toxic algae persists and leaves the community in fear. 
Cincinnatians face similar fears with the health of the Ohio River in the balance. 

The OEC will continue to work with our partners to ensure that these Ohioans’ fears are 
heard by decision makers and considered when clean water solutions are developed.

Your contributions to the OEC make it possible to have staff in all four corners of the state 
to build strong relationships with local leaders and create tangible change for all Ohioans. 
With your generous support, the OEC will continue to work towards ensuring Ohioans 
have safe drinking water today and in the future. Thank you! 
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I should know, as Senator Randy Gardner did the right thing
for Ohio by publicly announcing that he is against drilling in
state parks, quoting the following letter that I wrote to him:

Your Voice is Important and Powerful
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"Sen. Randall L. Gardner,

I urge you to vote against efforts to override Governor Kasich’s line item and veto the Oil 
and Gas Leasing Commission Amendment to the budget bill. 

The Leasing Amendment paves the way for oil and gas development in Ohio’s state parks 
and most of Ohio’s state-owned public lands. This is completely unacceptable. I love my 
state parks and state public lands and I want oil and gas operations to stay out of them.

I support the Governor’s actions to protect public lands and hope you will, too.

I urge you to vote to protect Ohio’s public lands, including our state parks, for present 
and future generations to enjoy."

What I’ve learned through writing letters to newspapers and my representatives is that I 
actually do have the power to infuence my decision makers. Even if you’ve never written 
a letter to your lawmaker or local newspaper, there are tons of free resources out there to 
help you get started.

Learn more at http://theoec.org/advocacy-toolkit/

By Marilyn Evenson
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The program launched in July 2017 with what was intended to be a small gathering to 
gauge community interest. The first event turned out 80+ young Columbus residents. Since 
then, the network has grown to 300+ strong and Columbus’ young environmentalists have 
been stepping up for a greener city and state.

Both Central Ohio’s environmental movement and the OEC benefit from this program’s 
monthly engagement opportunities. For example, the Emerging Leaders hosted a panel 
event in October 2017 on environmental justice through lenses of women's health, racial 
justice, young conservatism, and refugee and immigrant populations. More than 40 young 
leaders attended, discussed how we all approach environmental issues differently, and 
strengthened their understanding of the issues and one another.

In March 2018, group members got their hands dirty and gathered at Scioto Audubon 
Metro Park to prep the park for spring by pulling invasive honeysuckle. The OEC shared its 
priorities with members and educated them on non-native invasive species and how they 
crowd out native plants and reduce biodiversity. 

We are excited to continue to develop leadership and collaboration within this energetic 
environmental community and use it as a model for engagement throughout Ohio! 

A
n event w

ith the Em
ergin g Leaders

The Next Generation of Environmental Leaders 

Learn more at http://bit.ly/oecleader 

By Alaina McCleery
Development Associate

Last year, three of OEC’s millennial staffers hatched an idea 
for a young professionals program for individuals who care 
about our environment. From this, OEC Emerging Leaders 
was born. 
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Dave and Joanne Woodyard

Protectors
$500 to $999
Anonymous (1)
Kenneth Vinciquerra and Louise 

Acheson
Eugene F. Agan, Jr.
Gregory Allen
Michele Simmons
Jean Atwood
John Barber
Barbara Bayless
Valerie Bender
Helen C Black
Jeff Bloomer
Kathleen and William Bruns
Beth L Buchanan and Bob T Heath
Daniel Carey
John Carmichael
Jeff and Mary Cartwright-Smith
Catherine Chambers
Cathy Corbin
Robin T Cotton
Richard and Becky Courtney
Laurie Coyle
Phyllis Crothers
Andrew K and Sarah J Culver
Julie E Dewey
Brad and Kelly Dufour
Jonathan Ebright
Judith Elliot
Kevin Ellison
Joan Eshler
Cornelia B Ferguson
Mary Anne B and Don M Flournoy
Melissa Geracitano
Jim and Luann Gottfried
Bill Graham
David Greer
Chris Haines
Janet Hall
Wendy and Larry Hanna
Yvette and David Hanselmann
Sue Hollingsworth
Karen Hoy
Ardith and Sid Jordan
Maryann and Roger Kafer
Jo Ann Kaplan
Darren Keil
James and Dorothy Keith
Ben Kile
S. Lee Kohrman
Ursula Korneitchouk
Roger Kussow
Tom M and Kathleen A Leiden
Phil and Barb Lichtenstein
Margaret Malone
Ken Martin
Johanna Y and Joseph F Meara
Mrs. Carol Miller
Rick Mitsak and Betsy Nofziger
Matthijs Moritz
Evelyn Newell
Maria Povsic
Larry and Janet Robertson
Brian Sells

Alice Sherman
Jim Sigrist
Irene Smith
Peggy Smith
Sam Speck
Miriam and Don Utter
George Vaughan
Mark Wallach and Karla Bell
Kathy Watterson
Antonia Webb
Mr. Fred Welty
Hugh Westwater
Keith and Barbara Wilkowski
Tom Winston

Capitol Club
$250 to $499
Anonymous (1)
Lisa Abele
Orly Ahroni
Dennis Anderson
Ken and Carol Apacki
Denis Case
Ginny Aveni
Mark Bailey
Jeremy Baiman
John and Dora Barra
Jane Beathard
Peggy A Berry
Mike C Bianconi
Virginia Blasingame
Gregory Blum
George W Boas and Nancy 

McCargish
Carol Boram Hays
Dylan Borchers
Phoebe and John Borman
Carol Branscomb
Susan Brauning and Douglas Miller
Mr. Eric Britton and Sara Worley
Rick Bryan
Bonnie Buthker
Albert Calderon
Eric Cataline
Don Cegala
Peg Champney
Sandy Chiaramonte and Russell 

Scholl
Dan and Robbin Clark
Debbie Clark
Sandra and David Cobb
Derek Collins
Mary Boone Costello
Clark Crabill
Kathleen Dancey
Heather Dean
Guy Denny
Tony DiNovo
Dick and Vicki Dreyer
Steve Schafer and Janet Duerr
Mr. and Mrs. George Dufour
John Dupps
Dave D and Carole J Ebner
Elva Edger
Kristy and Andy Etling
Larry Feth
Joseph & Robin Flanagan
Steve and Janet Fleegal
Michael Foley
Rob Thorn and Diana Fowler
Barbara French
Steve and Jamie Friday
Michael Fuson
Steve Gassman
Sherri Geldin
Paul Gledhill
Amy Glesius
Don & Lisal Gorman
Mr. Michael Mercil and Ann 

Thank You to Our Supporters
Thank you to all our donors, group members, community supporters, and volunteers. This list reflects contributions 
received between January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2017, plus current Group Members and Community Supporters.
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Hamilton
Steve Harper and Judi K Moseley
JoAnne Hawley
Sandi Woy-Hazleton and Will 

Hazleton
Ray and Pat A Heithaus
Ms. Janet Hofmann
Marsha G Hopkins
Nancy K Jeffrey
Mike and Mary Jensen
Tony and Sandy Joseph
Arthur Katz
Java and Mark Kitrick
Dottie Klemm
Joel Knepp and Lynda McClanahan
Carol Knoblauch
Paul E and Cathy H Knoop
Carol Koethe
Mike P Krippendorf and Dorothy 

Noyes
Dianne and Art Krumsee
Greg and Cindy Kuss
Daniel Lang
Leslie Laufman
Patricia Lorbach
Jim Lucot
Jane Luther
Greg Manke
Michael and Jennifer Mann
William and Joyce Martin
Mary and Kevin McCleery
Sue Melnyk
Laurenda S and Jon B Messer
Lauren Metcalf and Joe 

Moosbrugger
Mary A Miesle
Dawn Morris
Grant Morrow and Corde W 

Robinson
Brenda J Moubray
Ed W and Cindy Mullin
Diane and Michael Mungovan
Cynthia Naumoff
Susan and Dave Noonan
Susan Norton
Joan Novak
Judith O'Brien
John and Helen O'Meara
Victor Orange
Elizabeth and Kevin Ott
J.D. and Maggie Panyko
James Pendery and Maria Pinho
Nancy and Bill Platt
Robert A Pohowsky
Nick Popovich
Jack and Suan Priser
Brewster Rhoads
Julie Weatherington-Rice and Ed, 

Susan Rice
Brian Roe and Elena Irwin
Amy Rosenthal
Randall C and Sandra M Rowe
Delbert Russell
Donn Vickers and Sharon Sachs
Phyllis Schaer
Rick and Jan Segal
John and Liesel Seryak
Ms. Patricia Sheehan
Robert and Gloria Sherman
Scott Shorten
Robert Shroy
Tom Sico
Paul Sittenfeld
Susan Spinelli
Greg and Ramona Stoner

Lisa Strubbe
John Tallmadge
Pam Unger
Robert and Mary Wagner
Michael W Walker
Jane Walsh
Lavinia Westfall
Lois and Robert Whealey
Dr. Mary T  White
Keith and Marty Winget
Robert Witt
Michael and Donna Zianni

Group Members &  
Community Supporters

Advance Printing and Graphics 
Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC
Avangrid Renewables 
Backroom Coffee Roasters 
Budget Dumpster 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Columbus Metropolitan Club 
Community Shares of Mid-Ohio
Conroy Funeral Home, Inc.
Crow Works, LLC 
Douglass & Associates Co. L.P.A. 
EarthShare Ohio 
Environmental Law and Policy 

Center
Friends of Columbus and Franklin 

County Metro Parks 
Frito Lay, Inc. 
Great Lakes Brewing Company 
Human Nature, Inc. 
Johnson Ohana Charitable 

Foundation
The Kroger Company
Lake Erie Energy Development Co.
Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory 
Leppla Associates, Ltd.
MAD Scientist Associates 
Maloney + Novotny 
MORPC Center for Energy & 

Environment 
The Nature Conservancy in Ohio 
Naturepedic
Network For Good
Newhouse, Prophater, Kolman & 

Hogan, LLC 
New Morning Energy LLC 
The Ohio State University
North Central Ohio Land 

Conservancy, Inc. 
Ohio Academy of Science 
Ohio Stormwater Association
Ohio Wetlands Association 
Owens-Illinois, Inc. 
Partnership Financial LLC 
Pat Hartman and Associates LLC 
PERU Local 5
Protect Geauga Parks 
Rise Brands Inc.  
Utmost Consulting, LLC. (Utmost 

Renovations) 
Western Reserve Land 

Conservancy
WCBE 90.5 
YMCA of Central Ohio

Volunteers
Jacci Baumann
Mike Belden
Paige Bokros

Connor Brightwell
Clair Bullock
ElizaBeth Clowes
Kate Daley
Jennie DeStephano
Sam DeStephano
Matthew Dowiatt
Meghan Edwards
Ian Fasnacht
Kathleen Fillingim
Sarah Fischer
Elaine Fujimura
Gracie Gehle
Michael Goldman
Chelsea Granados
Jessica Grifn
Grayson Hart
Rosalie Hendon
Alexander Hurley
Sarah Inskeep
Andrea Jones
Teddy Jones
Ben Kile
Beatrice Lawson
Elyria Little
Ashley Lowe
Tom Maull
Chelsea McCormack
Jeff McCargish
Lauren Miller
Jackie Mostow
Nichole Mitchell
Kelli Oliver
Maxim Perel
April Prinsen
Thome Reusser
Abby Rhodebeck
Emily Romain
Brooke Roman-Hidas
Mickey Rogers
Lexi Schoessow
Jan Segal
Scott Semroc
Nick Sico
Calvin Spanbauer
Christine Szymanski
Chris Tavenor
Kimberly Tavenor
Carol Taylor
Jessica Torkar
Lisa Twarog
Pam Unger
Siena Van Horne
Sydney Vinton
Vera Vredeveld
Betsy Whiteman
Louiza Wise
Maggie Woodworth
Cassie Young
 

Legacy Club

We extend an extra measure of
gratitude to our members who
have included a bequest or gift to
the OEC in their estate plan.

Anonymous (2)
Marketa Anderson
Kathleen L. Barber*
Meridith Beck
Richard C. Behymer*
Linda Butler and Steven Nissen
Beth Crane and Richard McKee
Ryan Donzelli
Janis Dugle
Ruth Ellen and Gerald W. Butler*
Babette Gorman
Peter and Joanne Griesinger
Vincent Hand and Ann Hagerman
Patricia Hammel
Andrea Jones
Rosemary Joyce
Maryann and Roger Kafer
Susan Studer King and Jeremy
King
Paul and Jane King
Calvin and Ilene Kunin
Annette McCormick
Jan Oakley
Joanne Osgood*
Alan and Susan Lapp
John Marshall and Angela
Plummer
Anne Powell Riley
Helen Richards*
The Richards Family
Martin Sabol
Donald and Jeanie Sampson
David and Lea Schmitt
Lynn Schreiber*
Stephen Sedam and Virginia Weiss
Richard and Jan Segal
Jack Shaner
Michele Simmons and Josh Asbury
Jeanne C. Smith*
Joe Sommer
Chris Thorman
Ellen Weston
Gene and Sandra Wright

* Deceased
To learn more about the Legacy 

Club, contact us at (614) 487-7506 
or LegacyClub@theOEC.org.

We work very hard to ensure 
all donors are listed correctly; 

however, we do make mistakes. 
Please e-mail OEC@theOEC.org 

with any questions or corrections.

The OEC restricts contributions from 
individual businesses to less than 5% 
of our total operating budget and 
limits total business donations to 
less than 15%. The OEC requires all 
business donors to acknowledge that 
acceptance of a gift does not hinder 
or place limits on the OEC’s ability to 
comment on, litigate, or participate 
in processes related to any permit, 
legislation, policy, or related decision. 

Thank you to all of our members!
This list represents only a fraction of the generous Ohioans who make our 

work possible. Thank you to our Green Giving Club sustaining members and 
those who give at the Partner level. Your support means so much!
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Champion
Avangrid Renewables

Eileen & Ronald Shanbrom
Environmental Law and Policy Center

JM2
John Marshall & Angela Plummer

Lake Erie Energy Development Co.
Maryann & Roger Kafer

Paul & Jane King
Sam Speck

Utmost Renovations
The Gittes Law Group

Star
Budget Dumpster

Columbus Metropolitan Club
DNO Produce, Inc.

EarthShare Ohio
Friends of Columbus and Franklin County Metro

Parks
Frito Lay, Inc.

Human Nature
Java & Mark Kitrick

Leslie Laufman
Krista Magaw & Andy Carlson
MAD Scientist Associates, LLC

Nick Popovich
North Central Ohio Land Conservancy, Inc.

Ohio Wetlands Association
Richard & Jan Segal

Western Reserve Land Conservancy

Hero
Babette Gorman
Bill & Lynn Ondrey Gruber
Naturepedic

Sage
Babette Gorman
Graham & Sharon Mitchell
Janet & William Reeves
Great Lakes Brewing Co.
Mike & Gena Shelton
Newhouse, Prophater, Kolman & Hogan, LLC
90.5 WCBE

Leader
Alvin & Mary Compaan
Andrea Jones
APEX Clean Energy
Beth Crane & Richard McKee
Bill & Aggie Martin
Calvin & Ilene Kunin
Directions AV
Grange Insurance Audubon Center
Maloney + Navotny, LLC
MORPC
Tthe Nature Conservancy, Ohio Chapter
New Morning Energy, LLC
Ohio Stormwater Association
The Ohio State University
Partnership Financial, LLC
PERU Local 5
Pete Precario & Cheri Brown
Peter & Joanne Griesinger
Rich & Kathy Shank

Thank you to our Green Gala 2017 sponsors!


