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NOUNS IN ARABIC

The Arabic word can be: A noun, a verb or a particle.

Particle Caja Verb Ja Noun Al
Preposition A Cada L. o
%7 | Past tense alall Jzdll | Human Sl
é;\ 3 &s 3 QA;
Conjunction . . Present s A . .
ol ¢ uj:; tense & QL.AA\ Jadll | Animal ISIFYEN
P
Negation ol 5. JEry Pre s : .
Y 18 a)a | Command syl dad | Solid Alea
Calling Particle | | :ela Cada Plant &l
Etc. Place S
Time S
Adjective ism
Pronoun paia
Demons- ot af e
trative UL“\ !
Relative 25 ey
Pronoun s e
Etc.
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How to recognize a noun?

1- It can have Tanween (y 5% (33)

2- It can have J of definition J_d\ J (A5

3- It can have a calling particle ¢\ u)a before (AAM 0)

4- Tt can have a preposition ¥ Cija before (<l )

5- It can show possession 43} Caliak (AU\ &l cdlads &)

*In Arabic possession is expressed - in most cases - by a noun without ) (&)
(the thing possessed/owned) followed by another noun that has J! (9333\) ora

proper name (gi’ai) (The possessor/owner). In few cases the possessor
comes indefinite.
6- It can have 4k gy &1 (4838)

7- We can give information A about it (de Q-ul\)
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The types of nouns

1- Definite or indefinite

Definite 43 24 Indefinite 3)S

When the noun is specific. When the noun is

Examples of the most common types of nouns: not specific: & e:

1- Proper noun alall: Xaask

2- The nouns starting with ) of definition: c_a\SSS\

3- The noun added to a definite noun to give
meaning of possession L_J\LJ\ uLaS (The book of the

student) the word &ES here is definite because it is
followed by a definite possessor.

4- The pronoun alall; ...l PR

5- Demonstrative 5LaY) ALl ...cW5a ¢)3

6- Relative Pronoun JJsajall Ay ; u:a_\.l\ ‘gséi\

7- The human, animal or anything we call (MLB b)

2- Conjugated or built on one form
- Conjugated &a: means that the last mark of the noun will change

when it comes in a different position in the sentence.
Ex. B 3 D — QG A — S L
Notice the difference of the last mark in the word g\i;}\ in each example.

- Built on one form u-‘-“ means that the noun will have the same mark on
the last letter, even if its position changes.

Ex. The pronoun )i (he) is, in all cases ending with a Fat-hah 1%

Tt ‘;G'l"

§5m N2 ¥ sl
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The pronouns, the demonstratives, the relative pronouns are examples of the

most common i nouns.

a- The pronouns jilall

All pronouns with no exception are built on one form ;i

For more details, please see file about “Arabic Pronouns”. Download from here.
http://quranicarabic.wordpress.com/quraanic-arabic/quraanic-arabic-
advanced-level/

b - The demonstratives SJw‘i\ AW

MWl Qg
That/Those This/These
BCARGHAT «553 AT
g g | & | b/ g
by il AL | oils [ QG

Ci [ e | e Yo

All demonstratives are (i except those for the .,_)Sj‘ i they follow the

same conjugation of dual nouns.
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c- The relative pronouns ilgajall &lud)

EARGHAT sl
gl Saiad) el
:_Zéﬁ\ s 1) Q:\:\ﬂ\ /Qt\ﬂ‘
Cig U 2
Human Jal) e
Non human Jillie
(but can be used for &
human in some cases)

All relative pronouns are LS‘U‘Q except those for dual; they follow the same

conjugation of dual nouns.
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3- Singular, dual or plural nouns
In English, a noun may be singular or plural. Plural refers to more than one.

In Arabic, a houn may be singular, dual or plural. Plural refers to more than two.

The Singular Y.l
The singular is what shows one masculine or one feminine.
B Oy (b [ s s (L

The conjugation of a singular noun is:

The}(/:asaes Examples for positions under different | Mark of the last

(Alad)) cases letter
First noun in a sentence \J.\.m .

s 3 . 2 B M
@gj; Information about the Xk : A

Doer of the verb :cls (~5)

o Object :4 Js=ea 52%
(H paia A noun that shows the time or : a3k -

the place ( j)

W e Noun after preposition : js)aa all ’i).....S
N Noun showing the possessor :‘5.33) Calias ( jj)

For an easy explanation of the different cases of Arabic Grammar, please go to
http://quranicarabic.wordpress.com/2010/04/10/guraanic-arabic-lesson-3/
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The Dual &

The dual noun is formed from the singular, by adding (53 all (QL) when the

noun is tjﬂf and (555 & (O - with a 4234 before ¢ - when the noun is

Qgaiaor Jg)ae Ex.
ol Sy ey ) GEES ) gHES «— QS

When changing a singular noun ending with «L}g)n ¢V to dual, the

4l g% + U change to a <, to which dual ending is attach
Ex. Orialise 3 ol «—dalls Ot 3 UoXe —— Al

The Cases

o Examples for positions under different Letters which
(Adladl) cases change
First noun in a sentence \J.\.\A . 2
s 4 IR ) L—hM
& 53 Information about the X% @ s -
. )0
Doer of the verb  :Jcld (¢25)
. L Ob_]eCt :‘5:3 djzs:a :LJ
e A noun that shows the time or ~ : a3l i
the place (u-’ j)
L. Noun after preposition : 35 il ¢ L
3 Noun showing the possessor :44) Cslak ( u_’_\j)

Important comments:

1- The ul\ and the <L are what change in the dual, in the different positions,
not the last mark as in the singular.

2- The letter (; with 3.8 at the end of dual 24ll, has no relation with the

conjugation of the dual. It is only an alternative to the sound of Tanween that
you hear in the singular.

This ( might be deleted, if the dual is followed by a possessor o\_d\ Callak
EX. u,_\.d\ k.m (the two daughters of the prophet)

No (yat the end of ullu
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The Plural el

In Arabic, there are three types of plural: Sound masculine plural, sound
feminine plural and broken plural.

1- The Sound Masculine Plural AUl )SAAS\ s

It is so called 'sound’, because the singular form remain intact or sound,
i.e. the singular is same and only different endings are added to it.

The sound masculine plural noun, is formed from the singular, by adding (w—)

when the noun is &j@)—ﬁ and (- ) when the noun is s siais or )s)a%, this ¢ Lis

a long vowel (ee) with a 3 ,.< before.

“ ° 8 ei/.)‘°} ° 2
EX.u:\./Q;MAJ‘ - 4—(—4“.6

| Gallia (GAla « alla

The Cases Examples for positions under different Letters which
(Adlad) cases change
First noun in a sentence \J.\.m "
"@Ef Information about the 1% A e
Doer of the verb ~ :Jcls (O5abiss)
Object :4; Jseia ‘L
R paia A noun that shows the time or  : sk o
the place (U )
L. Noun after preposition : 35 il ¢b
SISt . e o
Noun showing the possessor :43) aliak ( vl )

Important comments:

1- The slsand the <L are what change in the dual in the different positions, not

the last mark as the singular.
2- The letter (& with 4334 at the end of (JL»J\ )Sa.d\ 2= has no relation with

conjugation of the dual. It is only an alternative to the sound of Tanween (. J.u
that you hear in the singular.
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- The general rule is that (JLUJ\ )SJA\ 2= is used for some masculine

human but it may come, as an exception, with a few rare masculine, non-
human.

Ex. (Gpde) Gsdde (twenty) - (Gulle) (salle (worlds)

2- The Sound Feminine Plural AL Cigall

It is so called sound because the singular forms remain intact or sound,
i.e. the singular is same and only different endings are added to it.
The sound masculine plural noun is formed from the singular by adding

(&) when the noun is @s)o and (<) when the noun is &isiaic or js)as .
Ex. ol 5 Bl «— ddls /0 cbld (G« s

Notice that we delete 4 sty + G before adding the (<)

The Cases

o Examples for positions under different Marks which
(Adlad)) cases change
First noun in a sentence \J.\.m .
L s _ B daa
@53; Information about the 134 @ %A
Doer of the verb  :Jcls (Steks)
L Object :4y Jsex S
K pale A noun that shows the time or ~ : a3k o
the place (5_1 - )
o e Noun after preposition : js)aa Al ?;)..AS
QIR : Gty s
Noun showing the possessor :4.l) caliak (d, N )

* The general rule is that AL L—\-UAM 2= is used for feminine nouns (human
and non-human) but it may be used in some cases for masculine.
Ex. wlla 5 BLlGa «— Ll (bathroom)

3- The Broken Plural .S 3
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- Itis so called broken because it is formed by breaking up the singular
pattern, by adding or removing vowels and letters: before, in between or
after the singular. I does not have a pattern that you can follow, you
need to learn them individually.

- It can be used for human and non-human.

Ex. Jlay Yoy oy < da [ S D LB o s

The} SEETE Examples for positions under different | Mark of the last

(ALl cases letter
First noun in a sentence \J.\.m .

. s _ . daa
& 993 Information about the Jaia @ %

Doer of the verb  :Jclé (+5)

L Object :4; Jszea 355&
H pata A noun that shows the time or : i3k -

the place (1-53)

o Noun after preposition : )s)as Al 5o &
DI Noun showing the o:43l Caliak i
POSSessor ()

Notice that the conjugation w2 of Broken Plural is exactly as 3e4l)

In the next file % =L ) we will study the Nominative sentence, and its two

main parts: j;&i\j \.\..u.d\ and you will see more examples of the different types
of nouns and their conjugation.
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