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GREETINGS FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF ANOKA-HENNEPIN SCHOOLS

On behalf of the Anoka-Hennepin School Board, 
administration and staff, please accept my appreciation 
for the opportunity provided to Anoka High School 
and Anoka Middle School for the Arts students who are 
performing for you today.

Anoka-Hennepin’s music programs are a source of 
pride across our communities. Today they serve as 
ambassadors for our schools, demonstrating the many 
positive aspects of personal achievement and teamwork 
gained through participation in music.      

Thank you for inviting these musicians to showcase 
their talents at the MMEA Convention. We are proud of 
their accomplishments and the example they set for all 
involved with music education in Minnesota’s schools.  

Sincerely, 

David Law, 
Superintendent 
Anoka-Hennepin Schools 

About Anoka Hennepin School District:
The Anoka-Hennepin School District is one of Minnesota’s largest, serving approximately 38,000 students and 248,000 
residents. Spread out across 172 square miles, the district is made of 13 suburban communities north of the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
  
Although large in size, Anoka-Hennepin has set a mission to effectively educate each of our students for success.  A focus 
on strong academics, activities and arts provides a platform to developing the whole student.  Students in Anoka-Hennepin 
schools participate in choral, band, and orchestra programs. Anoka-Hennepin’s commitment to music education is strong. 

In addition to five high schools, Anoka-Hennepin contains 24 elementary schools and six middle schools (grades six through 
eight), plus alternative middle and high school sites, in addition to an award-winning Community Education Program.  

More information about the district is available on the at www.anoka.k12.mn.us on the internet. 



GREETINGS FROM THE ANOKA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS PRINCIPAL

On behalf of the Anoka Middle School for the Arts 
staff, students, parents and community, thank you 
for providing this wonderful opportunity for our 
Level 3/4 Band to showcase their hard work, talent 
and dedication to music excellence at the 2016 
Minnesota Music Educators Association Clinic.

Our band has done a great job representing our 
school at our local Anoka Halloween Parade, the 
IDS Center in Minneapolis, and Disney World Re-
sorts in Florida.  All of these experiences provide 
our students with opportunities to learn and grow 
not only as musicians but also as citizens.  Thank 
you to Sabrina Olson, Jesse Peterson, Lora Ukaeg-
bu and Rachel Gruendemann for their excellent 
leadership of our music programs.

Sincerely,
Jerri McGonigal

To the members of the MMEA Midwinter Clinic,

We at Anoka High School are extremely honored to have our Concert 
Band selected to perform at this wonderful annual Midwinter Clinic.  Our 
community and staff are proud of the hard work and dedication that our 
student performers put into their music each day.  Anoka High School 
continues to foster an outstanding band program under the leadership of 
Mr. Timothy Hauser and Mr. Richard Raaen.  Our music programs have 
a rich tradition of great performances and fostering individuals who have 
graduated to post-secondary institutions to continue their study of music.

I am very proud of our students, Mr. Hauser and Mr. Raaen for their 
countless hours of study, practice, and performances that have gotten them 
to this magnificent event.  Our band displays a commitment to excellence 
which has earned them notoriety in the Anoka Hennepin Independent 
District 11 and the state of Minnesota.  Bravo to all of our students who will 
be performing today.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parents for their dedication 
and persistence in supporting their children in music activities over the 
years.  Your time and effort has paid huge dividends as they are shining 
stars this afternoon.  Thank you to our booster and parent groups who help 
support our music programs in so many ways.  Without your encouragement 
and hard work we could not continue to have the rich tradition of excellence 
in our band program.

Thank you to all of you in attendance today at this fantastic event that 
showcases so many talented students from around the state.  This experience 
will be unforgettable and have a lasting effect on our students.

Michael D. Farley
Principal
Anoka High School



About Anoka High School Band:

Anoka High School Concert Band is an auditioned group comprised of 10th 
through 12th grade students.  They rehearse daily for 67 minutes.

The band program at Anoka High School has a long history of excellence, 
character, family, and pride.  The band experience at Anoka High School centers 
around the three concert bands; students have additional opportunities to 
perform in jazz ensembles, marching band, pep band, large group contest, small 
chamber ensembles, solo & ensemble contest, drumline, pit orchestra, and com-
munity outreach.  The students of the Anoka High School Band will be show-
cased in over 50 performances this year.

Excellence and opportunity have always been part of the band program at Anoka 
High School.  The bands at Anoka High School consistently receive superior rat-
ings at state large group and solo & ensemble contests and in past three years a 
dozen students auditioned into the All-State Band.  This year Anoka High School 
hosted a live broadcast of  “A Prairie Home Companion” and featured students 
from the Concert Band.

The band is directed by Mr. Timothy Hauser, who is pleased to be starting his 
second year with the Anoka Family.

About Anoka Middle School for the Arts Band:

Anoka Middle School for the Arts (AMSA) Level III/IV band is a non-
auditioned group comprised of 7th and 8th grade band students.  They rehearse 
in three seperate sections daily for 44 minutes.  Band at AMSA is taught 
exclusively in full ensemble rehearsal without private lessons or sectionals.

Anoka Middle School for the Arts Level III/IV Band has been involved in a vari-
ety of performing experiences.  Annually, they perform at the IDS Crystal Court 
as part of the Holidays Under the Glass Concert Series, the Anoka Kiddie and 
Grand Day Parades, and the Mall of America.  They performed an intergenera-
tional concert alongside the Champlin Park High School Band and the St. Louis 
Park Community Band at Orchestra Hall in 2010.  In 2011, the AMSA Band 
was featured on the Minnesota Beatles Project CD, recording “A Hard Days 
Night.”  In 2014, the band was featured on the KARE 11 segment, What’s Cool 
in our School, which highlighted a project called the Band Winter Olympics.  
The AMSA Jazz Band traveled to Orlando last month, where they performed at 
Disney World.  

Sabrina Olson is in her 25th year of teaching and has spent the last ten years 
directing bands at AMSA.  Honors include a two-time recipient of the Golden 
Apple Educator Award in the St. Louis Park School District (2000, 2002), a TOP 
Teacher Award winner in the Anoka-Hennepin District (2009), the Let’s Dish 
Teacher of the Year winner (2013), a Grammy Teacher of the Year nominee 
(2014), and a nominee for the Minnesota Teacher of the Year (2015).  



Combined Ensemble
Riding on Tornadoes’ Wings Michael Halstenson
 Premiere Performance

Commissioned by the Anoka Middle School for the Arts & Anoka High School Bands

 

Anoka Middle School for the Arts

Prelude and Firestorm Roland Barrett
 
Snake Charmer Randall D. Standridge
 
Star Dust Hoagy Carmichael / arr. Jack Bullock

Featuring:
Spencer Olson - Trumpet, Kevin Orpen - Tenor Sax

Carry On Wayward Son Kerry Livgren / arr. Paul Murtha

Anoka High School

Celebration Fanfare Steven Reineke
 
A Little Tango Music Adam Gorb
 
Rippling Watercolors Brian Balmages
  
Scootin’ On Hardrock David Holsinger
  

Program



Program Notes

Riding On Tornadoes’ Wings Michael Halstenson
Manuscript Grade 2.5

On June 12, 1939 the city of Anoka was hosting an American Legion parade.  Just as today’s Anoka Halloween Parade, Main 
Street was packed with people enjoying the festivities.  The clouds brewed in the southwest and the parade was interrupted by 
a force that left 250 homes destroyed and 9 lives lost.  Anoka recovered, prospered and eventually used that tornado as a bit of 
folklore that contributes to the city’s history, in fact the high school took on the name Anoka Tornadoes.  “Riding on Tornadoes’ 
Wings” is a piece that combines the high school and middle school bands celebrating the energy and tradition of Anoka and the 
stories behind that summer day in June, 1939.

Prelude and Firestorm Roland Barrett
Alfred Publishing Grade 2

This piece, Prelude and Firestorm, draws its title from the term firestorm, “an intense and destructive fire in which strong 
currents of air are drawn into the blaze, causing it to burn more fiercely.”  It opens with a slow and mysterious chorale in 3/4 time, 
then yields to relentless waves of firestorms, each one building in intensity, then receding, then rising again in a successive series 
of escalating passages, finally reaching a powerful and emphatic conclusion.

Snake Charmer Randall D. Standridge
Grand Mesa Music Grade 2.5

Snare Charmer is a piece of music intended to invoke the air of exotic mystery that surrounds the art of snake charming.  An 
altered scale gives the piece a slightly middle-eastern flavor.  The piece begins with the image of the charmer setting up his 
performance area in the streets, opening the lid, and letting the serpent appear.  Then, the snake begins its swaying, dangerous 
dance until, exhausted, it returns to the dark safety of its basket.

Star Dust Hoagy Carmichael / arr. Jack Bullock
Alfred Publishing Grade 3

The popular ballad Star Dust was written and recorded by Hoagy Carmichael in 1927.  Lyrics were added by Mitchell Parish and 
the song was published in 1929.  It has been recorded by many popular music stars, but the most enduring rendition was the 
recording by Artie Shaw and his orchestra in 1941 during the Big Band Era.  Since that time it has been listed among the most 
popular songs ever published and recorded.

Carry On Wayward Son Kerry Livgren / arr. Paul Murtha
Hal Leonard Grade 3
 
Recorded in 1977 by the group Kansas, this hit helped define a genre of progressive rock anthems with multiple sections and 
styles.



Program Notes

Celebration Fanfare Steven Reineke
C.L. Barnhouse Company Grade 5

Celebration Fanfare was written by Steven Reineke in the summer of 1995 on Swans Island, Maine.  This joyous and powerful 
overture was commissioned by the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra to commemorate Maestro Erich Kunzel’s 30th anniversary 
as conductor of the Pops and received its world premiere in September of 1995.  The work also marked Mr. Reineke’s first 
commission by the famed orchestra.  The band transcription was completed by the compser in December of 1998 upon a 
commission by the U.S. Coast Guard Band.  The work continues to be one of Mr. Reineke’s most successful compositions.

A Little Tango Music Adam Gorb
C. Alan Publications Grade 3

A Little Tango Music is a short sequence of melodies inspired by the curvaceous, melancholic and dangerous dance from 
Argentina that is the tango. The three brief movements can be played in any order, continuously, or separately.

Rippling Watercolors Brian Balmages
FJH Music Company Grade 2

Many often underestimate the extensive colors, harmonies, and emotional range that are often achievable in younger ensembles.  
It is in the spirit that the musical lines of Rippling Watercolors were born.  According to composer Balmages, “This was not 
meant to be a lyrical piece for younger ensembles; rather, it was written as a fully expressive lyrical work that happens to by 
playable by younger ensembles.  I believe there is asignificant differences.  No phrases were truncated, no ranges were “limited,” 
and no rhythms were watered down for the sake of playability.  This piece just happens to be attainable by younger groups, yet the 
music exists as it would even if I had written this for a college group.”

Scootin’ On Hardrock David Holsinger
TRN Music Publisher Grade 5+

“About half a mile east of my office on Shady Grove Road, you will cross Hardrock Road, the former main street of Shady Grove 
Township, Texas. Sitting close to the railroad line between Dallas and Ft. Worth, this little community thrived for its initial 20 
years. But when the township was absorbed by Irving and Grand Prairie 30 years ago, Hardrock Road was destined to suffer 
dearly the abandonment of both a future and “county maintenance”. The road runs only about a mile in length, from the entrance 
to a bankrupted wildlife park on the south, to Rock Island Road, parallel to the old Rock Island Railroad tracks, to the north. 
There are a number of houses left in the dilapidated neighborhoods. Most are suffering the ravages of too many uncaring rent-
ers, however, some still appear neat and cared for, despite their age. Several defunct horse stables and exercise corrals line the 
road, in addition to a couple of “joints”, a small grocery store, a welder’s shop, and a number of scrap yards. Located midpoint on 
Hardrock Road is a cemetery and close by, a vacant lot, where the original Shady Grove Baptist Church stood from 1937 until 
December, 1974, when disgruntled church members allegedly put a torch to the building and burned it down. (And you thought 
YOUR church board had heated meetings!...) One doesn’t mosey down Hardrock Road anymore. You scoot along because now 
the only reason to drive through there is to go from somewhere you’ve been to someplace you haven’t...And anyway, only the 
locals consider the route a shortcut to wherever...But once upon a time, Hardrock Road was the center of town.”

*When possible, program notes were taken from the original score.



Piccolo
Evie Bach

Flute
Evie Bach
Sophia Collova
Kayla Hopkins
Lana Hovan
Felicia Kessler
Mina Merrick-Melberg
Marina Mosneguta
Ellina Mudraya
Jaricel Rodriguez-Ayala
Sedonia-Ann Seibure
Natalie Teigen
Colleen Vezina
Vera Zheng

Oboe
Johanna Balding
Lucia Brown
Ian Mugglin
Sophie Schmitz

Bassoon
Ian Mugglin

Clarinet
Kayla Anderson
Ty Bergman
Clara Bortnem
Holly Brooks
Sheri Chelberg
Kenzie Dupont
Mandi Hansmeyer
Gen Heigl 
Ali Kelcher
Natalie Krull
Elsa Lao
Sydney McClure
Dustin Reichow
Kris Richardson
Heidi Scheidecker
Kallie Stromenger
Anna Tollette
Courtney VonMende
Emma Wallager
Jacob Wetterhahn 
Collins Yego

Bass Clarinet
Maxwell Peterson
Alex Safo
Alex Stewart

Alto Sax
Ian Andrea
Elliot Barnheart
Grace Beck
James Bennington
Abisai Cumatz
Daniel Grewe
Jennifer Isaykina
Louden Johnson-Rusco
Devon Kouri
Rachel Lenz
Christian Mirabal
Marissa Nelson
Gabriel Parkos 
Andrew Redepenning
Isaac Savchuk
Jacob Shockman
Dchaithavykhamso Thao
Jon Vasquez
Kevin Zhagui-Quito

Tenor Sax
Abby Johnson
Greg Pence
Joel Wagner

Bari Sax
Michael Gherity
Ben Terzich

Trumpet
Maxwell Bentrud
Maddie Braun
Kaleb Danner
Ethan Ewals
Bryce Fleisner
Alex Fournier
Gutama Kassim
Avery Metzger
Jasper Rockstroh
Peyton Saline
Ashley Shackelford
Taylor Tews
Nate Tillman
Enyia Vang
Sophie Westervelt

French Horn
Greta Erickson
Maddy Harris
Catherine Michaels
Sophie Olson
Gabe Provance
Audrey Raeker
Jack Shepard
Roman Sterpu

Trombone
Sebastian Fernandez
Alex Helmick
Derek Lenz
Taylor Lundgren
Maddie O’Connor
Linnea Rogge

Baritone
Jakob Bohnsack
Ethan Erickson
Mitch Jones
Laila Lakanen

Tuba
Alex Fystrom
Carter Tuomela

String Bass
Josie Duerre

Percussion
Sam Deneen
Grant Fink
Jake Gawreluk
Cole Hubbard
James Kamnikar
Jaden Keller
Trevor Larson
Morgan Medved
Joe Moen
Matt Moser
Jack Seiberlich
Blake Torgerson

Anoka Middle School for the Arts Level  III/IV Band



Anoka High School Concert Band

Piccolo
Grace Dykstra

Flute
Maddie Anderla
Sydney Bertrand
Kylie Bloch
Jacqueline Brooks
Grace Dykstra
Kylie Knutsen
Megan Lammert
Faithlyn VanBruggen
Kaci Warneke
 
Oboe
Emily Ludewig
Kyra Tiffany
 
Bassoon
Brianna Lick
Alison Obright
 
Clarinet
Alyssa Beck
Christa Eckhoff
Jordan Hartman
Hayley Myhre
Jacob Schimetz
Ben Shermock
Jordyn Treseler

Bass Clarinet
William Barda
Jason Rollins
 
Alto Sax
Haley Fleisner
Jonathan Haley
Mason Patterson
Sam Skoglund
Nate Tollette
 
Tenor Sax
Britta Larson
Bodhy Monserud
Kevin Orpen 
 
Bari Sax
Anna Godfrey
Dane Jessen

Trumpet
Aaron Anderson
Marcus Bouley
Hannah Hoekman
Spencer Olson
Jacob Randall
Sam Scheidecker
Jonathan Sparks
Sam Tollette
Jack Weaver
Alyssa Wicks

Horn
Maria Brandt
Anthony Margotta
Jordan Mugglin
Luke Olson
Josh Rodewald

Trombone
Cody Blanchard
Chantel Dowell
Baker LaMotte
Josie Olson
Diego Varela
Max Webb

Euphonium
Maddy Norman
Noah Tews

Tuba
Connor Bahauddin
Benjamin Lathrop
Noah Olson
Maxient Wroblewski

String Bass
Josie Duerre

Percussion
Nate Birkner
Taylor Braun
Dylan Crawford
Joseph Gawreluk
Noah Hjelle
Cole Kocovsky
Nathan Kuehnl
Brandin Towle



Richard Raaen 
Michael Halstenson

Michelle Hayes
Lora Ukaegbu
Jessie Peterson 

Rachel Gruendemann
Katie Hauser

Sieglinde Grivna
Savannah Olson
Rebecca Olson
Doug Bakkum

Bianca Najera
Kevin Hartman
Anders Rahkola 
Justin Zanchuk 

Brian Duffy
John Lace 

Anoka Band Parents Association
AHS and AMSA Faculty

AHS and AMSA Custodial Staff
Parents, Family, Friends

Anoka High School Music Staff
Timothy Hauser - band
Michelle Hayes - choir
Michael Halstenson - orchestra
Richard Raaen - band/orchestra

AHS Administration
Mike Farley - principal
Gwen Poore - activities director
Jill Alton - assistant principal 
Susan Hagerty - assistant principal
Eric Lakanen - assistant principal 
Amy Pelky - assistant principal

Anoka Middle School for the Arts
Music Staff

Rachel Gruendemann - choir 
Sabrina Olson - band

Jesse Peterson - orchestra
Lora Ukaegbu - band/choir

AMSA Administration
Jerri McGonigal - principal

Raymond Brodeur - assistant principal
Susan Flemming - assistant principal

Bill Kron - assistant principal
John Peña - assistant principal

Irene Stewart - assistant principal

Anoka Cluster
Elementary Music Staff

Linnea Colago - Ramsey 
Jennifer Hagelie - Wilson

Lindsay King - Rum River 
Jean Remus - Crooked Lake
Andrea Whitcomb - Lincoln

Laura Vincent - Franklin

Anoka-Hennepin 
Associate Superintendents

Jeffrey  McGonigal - High School
Jinger Gustafson - Middle  School

Mary Wolverton - Elementary School 

Acknowledgements

Anoka-Hennepin School Board
Tom Heidemann, Chair Person

Marci Anderson, Vice Chair
Bill Harvey, Treasurer

Jeff Simon, Clerk
William Fields, Director
Nicole Hayes, Director

David Law, Superintendent


