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Our Mission

2018 
Initiatives

The Rainbow Connection makes dreams come true 
for Michigan children with life-threatening medical 
conditions. In addition, we provide support services to 
our wish families experiencing fi nancial diffi culties.

Liam wished to meet his favorite celebrity, 
Mark Wahlberg! Liam’s smile says it all!

MEET KAI!
In 2018, we introduced our new mascot, Kai.  Wish children were asked to 
name the stuffed lion, who symbolizes courage.  After the names were put 
to a social media vote, Kai came out the winner.  Kai has several meanings, 
including warrior, recovery and victory making him a perfect companion for 
our brave wish children.
Kai lions can be purchased on our website, and are gifted to each of our 
wish children. To purchase a Kai lion, or sponsor one for a wish child, visit 
rainbowconnection.org

TURN YOUR WHEELS INTO WISHES
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV, or motorcycle to The Rainbow Connection. 
You will receive a tax deduction for the Kelley Blue Book Private Seller Value.
FACEBOOK FUNDRAISERS
Looking for a simple way to fundraise for The Rainbow Connection? 
Facebook has made it easy to set up a fundraiser so your friends and family 
can donate! Just go to “Create A Fundraiser” from your Facebook Profi le 
and choose The Rainbow Connection as your nonprofi t of choice! 
In 2018, Facebook Fundraisers raised enough to grant 4 wishes! 
SCHOLARSHIP BREAKFAST
Board Members, Dave LewAllen and Kevin Schnieders, led an initiative to 
honor our scholarship recipients and raise funds for the scholarship program.

In 2018, 17 scholarships were awarded to wish children continuing their 
education beyond high school.  Each of these $1,000 scholarships was 
funded by our fi rst annual Scholarship Breakfast.

Turn your wheels into wishes

Rainbow
The

Connection
Car Donation Program
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Abigail wished to go 
to the premiere of 
Dancing with the Stars.

“Abby was diagnosed 
with Leukemia in 2017. 
Shortly thereafter 
we were introduced 
to The Rainbow 
Connection. The 
entire wish process 
created a night we 
will never forget. Abby 
was so excited that 
all of the celebrity 
dancers took time to 
talk to her and make 
her feel special.”

-Abby’s Mom

Where Our Kids Live
by county

Wayne 33%Other 36%

Oakland 19%Macomb 12%

wish children
13-18 years old

wish children
8-12 years old

65 29 51
wish children
2-7 years old

Referring Hospitals
We work with hospitals across 
the state to ensure our children 
are able to experience their 
wish as soon as possible.
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How Old Our Kids AreWhere Our Kids Live

145
wishes granted 

in 2018



Funding Sources Where the Money Goes
How It All Adds Up In 2018

5%
Grants

4%
Fundraising

56% 
Individuals

86% 
Mission

Wishes
Special Response
Enhancements
Scholarships$

39% 
Corporations 10% 

Operations

Thank You, Mr. Patterson
On May 9, 1980, Ron Dobson and 
his two children, Tim and Jennifer, 
tragically died in a plane crash. Ron’s 
wife, Janet, was critically injured. In 
August of that year, Oakland County 
Executive, L. Brooks Patterson, and 
other dear friends held a memorial 
golf outing to raise funds in honor of 
Tim and Jennifer.
“Out of that tragedy, I wondered if 
something positive could be created 
to remember these kids,” shares Mr. 
Patterson.
That humble beginning has evolved 
into what is now The Rainbow 
Connection, dedicated to granting 
wishes for Michigan children with life- 
threatening illnesses. Janet Dobson 
remains on the Board of Directors.
Since 1985, we have made dreams 
come true for over 3,500 children. 
Mr. Patterson continues, “Not many 
people get to start something like The 
Rainbow Connection. It has been 
around for more than 34 years, and 
I know it will be around for a long 
time to come. I’m very proud of that, 
proud of the longevity.”
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Community Choice Credit Union employees from 60 branches competed in a silent 
auction basket challenge. Each branch chose a theme, collected items, and designed 
a basket for our silent auctions.  The baskets were valued between $100 and $300 and 
have already helped us raise more than $5,000!  That is enough to grant a child’s wish!

Record-Breaking Dream Makers Ball 
Thank you for helping us break records 
in tickets sold (337), dollars raised during 
a live auction ($104,000), and total funds 
raised ($456,590).

NEW Mobile Bidding at The Dobson
Golfers and diners were able to bid on our 
70 amazing silent auction items all day 
directly from their phones! The process 
made for more time to bid and a quick 
and easy check out for our guests!

Teamed up with The Brooksie Way
Our Metro Detroit Walk for Kids teamed 
up with The Brooksie Way on Oakland 
University’s campus offering our 
participants a larger variety of races. 

SOLD OUT Celebration of Dreams
This year more than 450 guests gathered 
at Penna’s in Sterling Heights for our 
Celebration of Dreams.  This annual 
favorite features a gifts galore silent 
auction and a Wish Child Fashion Show!



Volunteer of the Year, Dennis Costa
2018 Volunteer of the Year, Dennis Costa’s fi rst Rainbow Connection 
event was our 2016 Wish Picnic.  He shared that he was “hooked” as he 
saw “the sheer joy on the faces of the kids and their families.”  
 “My favorite experience took place at the Family Holiday Party 
while helping to get Santa ready for all the family photos.  We had a 
wonderful visit from a little friend and wish child named Panda.  It is hard 
to fi nd words to accurately describe the sheer amazement, joy and love 
she expressed as she visited with Santa.  Her mother used sign-language 
of ‘blowing my mind’ to express Panda’s thoughts.  Panda returned 
several times, insisting on waiting in line to visit her friend, Santa, tugging 
at all of our hearts!”  
Dennis has been married to his wife, Margie, for over 50 years.  He has 
four sons and eight grandkids ages 3-19.  He loves to share special 
times with his grandchildren including trips to the lake, bowling, sporting 
events, and yes, even shopping with the girls!  Dennis is retired from 
Penske Automotive Group and volunteers at a number of organizations.
We are honored to name Dennis our Volunteer of the Year and are very 
grateful for all he does to help support our mission!  

v o l u n t e e r s
493 5,641

hours of service

Thank You to Our Major Donors
Advomas
AFR Furniture and Temporary VIP Suites
Michael & Mary Anne Alioto
APTIV Foundation
Art Van Furniture, Inc.
Artichoke Garlic Foundation
Arts, Beats & Eats Foundation
Alan & Donna Asp
Attendance On Demand
Avid Pays
Bank of America
BBVA Compass
Bern Dog Enterprises, LLC
Bonus Drive
BorgWarner Foundation
BMA Kick a Thon
Laura Bostick
Jeff & Nicole Bourdeau
Brian Boychuk
Dale Bukoski
C.E. Gleeson Constructors, Inc.
C.H. Robinson
Catholic Kolping Soc. of America
Charter One Investment Management Services
Chemical Bank
Sandi Cherry
Children’s Hospital of Michigan
Chip in for Kids Golf Outing
Dr. Roland Chu
Ciena Healthcare
Citi Corporate
Clark Hill
Clarkston State Bank
Clayton & McKervey
Clinton Township Firefi ghters Fund
Club General Motors
County of Sanilac - Thumbs Up for Kids
Mark & D’Ann Crawford
Christopher & Andrea Czar
Dr. Myra Danish

Detroit Auto Dealers Association
Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau
Danny DeWolf
Dickinson Wright
Doeren Mayhew
Larry & Karen Drake
DTE Energy Foundation
Eagles for Children
Eastern Oil Company
Timothy Easterwood
EDSI
Edward Jones
Reinhard & Lisa Eschbach
Karl & Charisse Eschbach
Krista Eschbach
Fifth Third Bank
Filmer Memorial Charitable Trust
Fire On Ice Hockey Tournament
First Premier Title
FM Global
Ford Motor Company Fund
Todd Fox
Gemini Group
Genisys Credit Union
Michael & Jennifer Genter
Ryan & Lori Giacolone
Thomas & Patricia Giftos
Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Golf Against Childhood Cancer
Bill Gonterman
Graef Family Foundation
Grant Thornton LLP
Renee Grimm
Jeffrey Hauswirth
Helen L. Kay Charitable Trust
Robert & Brenda Hensley
Jeff & Anne Heyn
Charles & Kathleen Hoover
Huntington Bank
Impact 100 Oakland County

ITC Holdings Corp.
Jenoptik Automotive Golf Outing
JW’s Annual Charity Golf Outing
Peter Karmanos
Kaizen Dojo Golf Outing
Keller Williams
Kennedy Industries, Inc.
KeyBank
Steven & Shelley Kirchner
Robert & Megan Lagrou
Lee Industrial Contractors
Dave & Sandra LewAllen
Mad Dog Technology
MB Equipment Finance
Meadowbrook Country Club
Meritor
Michigan Chinese Women Association
Michigan Trucking Association
Candice Mihalich
Forrest Milzow
Dominic & Anna Moceri
Moceri Management Co.
Nextep Systems
Oakland Community College
Oakland County Employees
Oakland Hills
Oakland University
Others First
Our Dancing Light Show
Party With a Purpose, Inc.
Peardon Team Golf Outing
Penn Station
Philip A. Incarnati Foundation
Philip and Elizabeth Filmer Charitable Trust
Ted Plafchan
Plante Moran
Plastipak Holdings, Inc.
Michael & Courtney Plotzke
Polaris Greystone Financial Group
Christopher & Dina Poli

Prudential Financial
Psi Upsilon Fraternity
Purvis & Foster Inc.
Ray Wiegand’s Pumpkin Walk
Reliance One
Richard and Jane Manoogian Foundation
Robert and Caroline Schwartz Foundation
Robert Ritchie Foundation
Rock the Rainbow
Rockin’ the Shores LLC
Sam’s Club #4781
Dawson Schiller
Kevin & Wendy Schnieders
Daniel & Deborah Schreiber
Screamin’ Scott Scramble Golf Outing
Scripps Howard Foundation
Secure-24
Seyburn Kahn, P.C.
SHA Retirement Group
Mickey Shapiro Charitable Trust
Shelton Buick GMC
Sterling Heights Firefighter’s Charities - Local 1557
Stout Risius Ross
Straightline Group LLC
The Gathering Place North, LLC
The Gazi Foundation
The John Drypen Foundation
Trott Foundation
Thomas & Kris Vermeulen
Janet Vernier
Walmart
Walnut Creek Country Club
John & Sue Welker
Jeff & Jeannie Welker
Wells Fargo
Willis Towers Watson
Wishes Can Come True
Wolverine Law Dogs
Xpert Technologies
William & Vivenne Young
Mike & Ellen Zerafa



“The back of any man can be broken. Any single life can be 
gone in the blinking of an eye.  But when a noble idea is joined 
by the belief and faith of thousands, then that idea is elevated, 
like a prayer, to a place where it cannot be harmed.” 

– Henri Landwirth, Founder of Give Kids the World
I have been witnessing this for the past two years. The Rainbow 
Connection is stronger with each person and company that joins 
our cause.  This was ever so true in 2018. Those that continue to 
stand by us represent a unity of hope for our wish families that 
cannot be shattered. Every act of kindness, every service and 
every dollar donated sets off its own series of unforeseen ripples. 
As you read through this report, be aware of how many 
people are impacted by reaching out to help a sick child. 
Parents, doctors, social workers, hospital volunteers, individuals 
fundraising and corporations donating, not to mention the TRC 
Board members and staff all play a huge part.  Multiply this by 
the friends and relatives of the child, school classmates and 
teachers, and you quickly get a picture of how much this world 
cares.  The progression of lives touched goes far beyond our 
comprehension.  
With your help, TRC stands at the ready to help these Kids by 
making their Wishes come true and inspiring Hope for the future!  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

George J. Miller
Executive Director

Board 
of Directors

Members

From Our Executive Director

President
Ryan Giacolone

Grant Thornton

Vice President
Rebecca Neuman
Clarkston State Bank

Treasurer & 2nd Vice President
Dan Flynn

City Wide of Michigan

Secretary
Dave Anderson

SHA Retirement Group

Past President
David LewAllen

WXYZ TV

Meritorious Director
Janet Dobson Vernier

Founder
L. Brooks Patterson

Oakland County Executive

Larry Alexander
Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau

Greg Anderson
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, retired

Michael Collischan
Envisicore, LLC

Roland Chu, MD
Children’s Hospital of Michigan

D’Ann Crawford
Heart of the Home Interiors

Howard Goldman
Honigman LLP

Jeff Hauswirth
Hauswirth Group

Fred Hoffman
Hoffman Consulting, LLC

Kathi Hunt
Iroquois Industries, Inc.

John Jackson
Pepsi Bottling Group

Dominic J. Moceri
Moceri Companies

Steve Neiheisel
Plante Moran

Julie Nicholson
52-3 District Court Judge

Kevin Schnieders
EDSI

Russ Shelton
Shelton Buick GMC

Sue Welker

With the generous support 
of Eastern Oil and Oakland 
Community College (OCC), 
our wish families and 
volunteers got new Rainbow 
Connection t-shirts this year!  
Their donation covered the 
entire cost of providing these 
shirts to our wish families and 
volunteers for 18 months!  
As our wish families and 
volunteers proudly wear these 
shirts, they continue to help 
raise awareness of our mission 
and all of the ways we help 
our families.  Thank you, Mike 
Skuratovich from Eastern 
Oil and Chancellor Peter 
Provenzano at OCC, for your 
commitment to helping make 
dreams come true! 

We Wear Our Hearts On Our Sleeves



621 W. University
Rochester, MI 48307

rainbowconnection.org

The Rainbow Connection Staff

Executive Director
George Miller

Wish Director
Ingrid Todt

Marketing & Major Events Director
Megan Phelps

Operations Director
Kelly Collins

Community Events Director
Brenda Moore

Wish Coordinator
Nancy Schick

Wish Coordinator & Community Events Coordinator
Kristen McKelvey

Grants & Volunteer Coordinator
Karen Johnson

Operations Coordinator
Rebecca Martines

Marketing & Major Events Coordinator
Jessica Prucknic

Program Accountant
Ray Lagrou

Responded to
44 wish family requests 
for emergency support

Granted 145 Wishes
to Michigan children

Provided fun-fi lled
activities to

862 TRC Families

Awarded 17
TRC children with 

college scholarships




