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OUR MISSION
In an atmosphere of dignity and respect, Inspiration Corporation helps people who are 
affected by homelessness and poverty to improve their lives and increase self-sufficiency 
through the provision of social services, employment training and placement, and housing.
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A Letter From Our CEO, SHANNON K. STEWART

When we set out on our fiscal year 2020 (July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020) at Inspiration Corporation we could not have 
anticipated how dramatically our work and lives would change before the year’s end.
 
Prior to the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, we were steadily progressing toward our goals of providing nutritional 
support, supportive housing, and job training in the culinary arts to the City of Chicago’s most vulnerable residents. We 
were also making strides on several projects to improve and expand our programming (see p. 5 for more). 
 
We were more fortunate than we knew at the time to celebrate with our network of donors, volunteers, and other 
supporters at our One Inspired Evening gala on Saturday, March 7, just before the State of Illinois issued its stay-at-home 
order. How could we have known it would be the last time we would be able to gather with colleagues or with loved 
ones for the remainder of the year? 

 
As the realities of COVID-19 set in, we along with the rest of the world were forced to quickly change everything 
about our lives at work and at home. I was so inspired by the creativity, doggedness, and determination of our staff 
as we rebuilt entire programs on the fly, scraped together PPE, supplies, and other equipment, and did everything we 
could to continue providing services to people in dire need (see p. 6 to see how our work changed in 2020). 
 
Despite these heroic efforts, it was hard not to feel dispirited as the fiscal year came to a close and we were confronted 
with the seemingly endless need emerging around us as the pandemic stretched on. At Inspiration Cafe, guests told us 
we were the only meal they could rely on each day. At Inspiration Kitchens, we found ourselves providing whatever help 
we could to program graduates who had lost their long-sought-after jobs in the foodservice industry due to sweeping 
restaurant closures. We spoke with families who were afraid to leave their houses to get groceries, and people desperate 
to connect with overwhelmed government agencies. 
 
But we didn’t give up, and we aren’t giving up. In every aspect of our work our team has pushed to do more than 
ever before, thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our donors and volunteers who acted in kind and supported us in 
so many ways that humbled and inspired us to keep fighting. If there was ever a year when all of us – our staff, donors, 
volunteers, partners, and participants – have truly earned the name “Inspiration Corporation,” this was it. 
 
Thank you so very much from all of us, 
 
SHANNON K. STEWART, Executive Director & CEO 
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In 2019 we made steady progress toward accomplishing our goals of connecting people impacted by homelessness 
and poverty with opportunities through our traditional programming areas. Our Foodservice Training Program rebuilt 
its curriculum to become more accessible to students facing a wide variety of barriers. In our Housing Program, we 
expanded our contracted services to the largest number of households served in our history, and at Inspiration Cafe we 
conducted research to learn more about the needs and usage patterns of our guests. 

We also made strides in several projects to improve and expand our services: embedding an Employment Navigator 
in our housing team to quickly connect individuals entering transitional housing with employment interventions, and 
working with the Corporation for Supportive Housing to increase and improve the services we offered to all the 
members of the households in our Housing Program, including children.

IMPACT REPORT Pre-Pandemic  |  July 2019 – February 2020
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INSPIRATION CAFE MONTHLY MEALS

PRE-PANDEMIC OUTCOMES
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As the pandemic reached the City of Chicago in March, we made rapid, substantial changes to all of our programs to 
allow us to continue providing people in need with services in a way that provided safety for our staff and participants. 

In Uptown, Inspiration Cafe shifted to a to-go model, serving anyone in need in the community on a no-questions-
asked basis, 7-days a week. In East Garfield Park, Inspiration Kitchens began producing catered meals free-of-charge 
for area shelters and housing programs thanks to the creativity and backing of local philanthropists. Across the city, 
our Housing and Foodservice Training teams moved their work with participants online, finding new ways to deliver 
groceries, grants, and other resources directly to participants. 
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IMPACT REPORT Pandemic Response  |  March 2020 – June 2020

21,579
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SERVED

children + adults



MAP OF PARTNERS

VICTORY OUTREACH
6425 W GRAND AVENUE

HEALTHCARE ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS 
1949 N HUMBOLDT BOULEVARD

INSTITUTE FOR NON-VIOLENCE CHICAGO
819 N LEAMINGTON AVENUE

THE NIGHT MINISTRY
1735 N ASHLAND AVENUE

FRANCISCAN OUTREACH
2715 W HARRISON STREET

INSPIRATION CAFE
4554 N BROADWAY, SUITE 207

BREAKTHROUGH URBAN MINISTRIES 
402 N ST LOUIS AVENUEINSPIRATION KITCHENS

       3504 W LAKE STREET
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LIST OF DONORS

$100,000 + 

Anonymous
Crown Family Philanthropies
Leonard Goodman

$50,000 +

Anonymous
DRW Trading Group Foundation
Ronald Jericho
Mondelez International Foundation

$25,000 +

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Chicago Community COVID-19 Response Fund
The Chicago Community Trust
Conagra Brands Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Shannon Halloway & Justin Hance
James Mabie & Kay Mabie
Polk Bros. Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Waterton Philanthropic Fund
The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000 +

Anonymous (2)
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
BMO Harris Bank
Catalyst Kitchens
CIBC
David E. & Kirsten R. Cunningham 

Charitable Foundation
Full Circle Foundation
The Golden Pearl Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Jackson National Life Insurance Company
Kuhn Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Millennium Garages
MUFG Union Bank
Northern Trust Charitable Trust
The Owens Foundation
Elisabeth Payne
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Thierer Family Foundation
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund

$5,000 + 

Alfredo and Ada Capitanini Foundation
American Family Insurance Dreams

Foundation Inc.
Anonymous (5)
Baskin Family Foundation
Larissa Chaikowsky
CME Group Community Foundation
John and Susan Dewan Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Aamer Ghaffar & Nida Ghaffar
Sam & Sarah Grossinger Foundation
Hexagon Marketing Services
Mary Ellen Holstein Fund
Nathan Hudson
Travis Hughes
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Sumeet Kanwar

Amelia Kohm & Geoffrey Baer
The Neal & Kathleen Kulick Family Fund
The Pierce Family Charitable Foundation
Ruth Rosin & Joseph Rosin
John Salvino
Renetta Shapiro
Singing for Change
Clayton A. Struve Family Foundation
Turner Construction Company Foundation
Cornelius Walker

$1,000 + 

4554 Broadway LLC
84.51°
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Anonymous (2)
Peter Apfelbach & Dede Apfelbach

Thomas Armour & Robin Armour
Robert Arthur
Awesome Foundation
John Bankhurst & Ryan Kin
G. Marc Baumann & Karen Baumann
Blue Vista Capital Management
Emily Blum & Neal Kleemann
Vita Boese & John Boese
Penny Brown Rappin & Jeffrey Rappin
Paul Budde
Darren Cahr
CDM Foundation
CDW Corporation
Dennis Chacko
Charities Aid Foundation of America
The CHIditarod Foundation
Michele Chinsky
Judy Cohn
Consulate General of Denmark
Margaret Costigan & Daniel Costigan
Robert Cunningham
Reid DeManche
Teresa Down & Michael Down
John Emerson & Malika Viltz-Emerson
Brad Falk
Ferrari Club of America
Adam Folta
Rita Fox
Freeborn & Peters
Thomas Gibson & Nancy Gibson
Jonathan Goldsmith & Ginny Sykes
Google, Inc.
Greater Chicago Food Depository
Jarrett Gross
Robert Guequierre
Lisa Hampton
Harlib Foundation
The Harmann Family Fund of the Greater

Cincinnati Foundation
Bruce Haywood
PJ Hedeen & Children Foundation
Illinois Tool Works
Lisa Jericho
Jocarno Fund
The Robert A. and Shirley J. Jones Foundation
Peter Jones & Marian Pearcy
Arthur Kessler & Wendy Bloom
Bithika Kheterpal & Vikas Kheterpal
Kleban Family Foundation
Andrew Klevorn
Dietrich Klevorn
Joseph Knecht & Anne Chipman
David Kozar
Jennifer Kratochvil
The Kroger Co. Zero Hunger I

Zero Waste Foundation
Julie Lefebvre & Jeffrey Lefebvre
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LIST OF DONORS

Matthew Lehman
Sarah Liles
LinkedIn
Albert Lipson
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Theodore Lowitz
Natalie Lynch
M. Cooper Heinz Giving Fund
Mary MacKay & Edward Wheatley
Thomas Mazza
McCumber Family Fund
Erin Miller & Jeremy Miller
Morgante Wilson Architects
Robert Moss
Alexandra Murman
Seth Nelson
James Neswold
Nielsen-Massey Vanillas
Leslie Nogue
Novak Family Foundation
Brad O’Dell & Amy O’Dell
Ann O’Shaughnessy
Blake Overlock & Amanda Overlock
Ryan Pavlik
William Pekin
Trent Phillips
Denis Pierce
Tyler Porterfield
John Potter & Eric Johanson
Sonia Powell & Jeff Powell
Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation
Laurel Proctor
Vinu Ramasamy
Raymond Reiss & Sarah Means
Michael Reynolds
Richard Lipman and Debbie Green Fund
Steve Rivkin & Hana Rivkin
Kati Rooney & Jim Hennessey
Rothman Family Foundation
Ashley Rothstein & John Rothstein
Salo LLC
Sara E. Moss Family Fund
George Semaan & Carmita Semaan
Daniel Semenak & Julie Semenak
Karen Shane
John Shapiro & Paula Shapiro
Megan Slobodniuk
Spacca Napoli Pizzeria
Austin Srejma & Vince Srejma
David Stanford
William Starshak & Maura Starshak
Jennifer Stewart
Roger and Susan Stone Family Foundation
The Generation IV Charitable Trust
Joanne Thompson
Threadline Studios
UBS Matching Gift Program

United Way Suncoast
Upwork
Diana Weigand
Weiss Grosshandler Charitable Fund
Matilda Wilhoite
Joan Winstein
Winzeler Gear
Mary Pat Witmer & Neil Witmer
Priscilla Yeung
Christine Zyzda & Michael Maloney

$500.00 +

ALMA
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Anonymous (2)
Arkes Family Foundation
Daniel Arwady

Marc Bailie
Baird & Warner Good Will Network Fund 

at The Chicago Community Foundation
David Berger & Nicole Berger
Alicia Blakely & Luke Blakely
Denise Bowles
Donna Branson & Gunnar Branson
Matthew Brett & Emily Monnelly
John Buchanan
Kelly Buchanan
CA Ventures Global Services, LLC
Brian Cahill
David Cella
Harold Cezar
Donald Chauncey
Martha Clarke
John Coons & Karen Coons
Drake Fund

Ruth Eatock
Sally Fansler & Steven Fansler
Dennis Farrell
Mary Fitzpatrick & Bradley Lee
Kathy Froehlich
Emily Gallagher
Laura Glaser & Leonard Loventhal
Goose Island Beer Company
Rizelle Greiner
Gwen Grossman
Ben Harrison & Catherine Witkin
Matthew Hellige
Marie Higgins & Timothy Higgins
Brock Hillman
Charles Hohmeier
Bradley Holden & Clare Holden
Honeybee Foundation
Dana Hopings
Seth Hunter
Insperity
Callie Johnston & Michael Johnston
K.G.
Charles Katzenmeyer
Ira J. Kaufman Family Foundation
Roger Kiley
Lynn Kohlhaas
KPMG Gives Bergen County United Way
Martin Lariviere
Martin Leamy & Rita Leamy
Krastio Lilov
Elizabeth Lloyd
Linda Loving
Brendan Lynch
Anthony Maggiore
Maragos and Maragos I, Chartered
David Marienthal
Ryan McDaniel
McDonald’s Corporation
John McMillen
MeaningFull Meals
Nate Mendes & Matthew Nash
Vijay Menon
Jonathan Michaels
Phillip Miller
Melissa Mizel
David Najman
Titinun Noeyocha
The Pauls Foundation
Ben Payne & Patti Wilde-Payne
Daniel Pedemonte
Pekin Hardy Strauss Wealth Management
Rebecca Pesavento
Thomas Pierce & Mary Beth Pierce
Raymond James Headquarters
Kristin Reisinger & John Skolnick
Alexia Rivera
Kaitlin Roe

- 9 -



LIST OF DONORS

Robert Rolek
Jeremy Schaffer & Jennifer Schaffer
Carrie Schertler
Cyndy Scott & Marcus Scott
Carl Segal & Tracy Segal
Matthew Siehoff
Kevin Slawin & Kay Slawin
Solomon Cordwell Buenz (SCB)
Alexander Spiro
St. Gregory the Great Church
Stanley Brown Jewelist
Shannon Stewart & Linda Kaiser
Jason Strahan
Caryn Summer & Bradley Reiff
Nancy Tapko
Kathleen Tennison
Anthony Tintinalli
Shannon Ullrich & Thadd Ullrich
Karen Uselmann & Jeffrey Sirota
Amanda Verstegen
Katherine Welham
Jennifer Wesley & Steven Wayland
Robert Wimbish
Yagan Family Fund

$250.00 + 

1Million1s
Aberdeen Development Chicago
Kevin Abramowicz & Leah McCormick
Adams Street Partners, LLC
Timothy Aluise
Amazon.com
Anonymous Donor Advised Fund 

at The Chicago Community Foundation
Anonymous (4)
Cynthia Ansari
Charlie Apfelbach
Rob Armour
Brawnski Armstrong
Brock Auerbach-Lynn
Zivile Badaraite
Jackie Barron & Richard Similio
Janis Bathgate & Gilbert Bathgate
Leah Birhanu
Kathy Bond
Christine Bonomo & Brian Bonomo
Julie Bryant & Andrew Bryant
Carole Bulakowski
Nathan Burleson
Jean Bystedt
Emily Cain
Brenda Calia
Evan Cauble-Johnson & Meredith Ferrill
Joel Cohen
Laura Cyrus & Peter Cyrus

Linda Day & Peter Day
Ludwig DeFrenne
Lauren Densham
Paul Dilda
Kyle Dougan & Justin LeBlanc
Brennan Drew
Thomas Driscoll
Heike Eghardt & Tim Krick
Jennifer Evangelides
Evanston Community Foundation
Colleen Farrell
Diana Faulhaber
Emily Feder
Nate Fischer
Eileen Fisher
Susan Flessner
Michael Fricano
The Frumm Family Charitable Fund
Jerrold Frumm & Judith Frumm

Sujata Gaitonde & Sunil Gaitonde
Trent German
Michelle Gittler & Lee Francis
Charles Golbert
Ali Graeme
Susan Graeme
Stephanie Gray
Molly Green
Zachary Grossman
Gregory Hart & Alexandra Hart
Jeremy Hayes
R. Chris Heck
Henry Crown and Company
Jon Heuring
Maria Hibbs & David Hibbs
Matt Hilk
Steven Holloway & Cynthia Dunafon
Chylot Hopkins
Jeff Hriljac

Meagen Hugel
Tim & Maureen Hunter Charitable Foundation
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
Christopher Johnson
Joe Johnson
Olaf Jordan & Suzan Jordan
Lawrence Kearns & Winnie Kearns
Katherine Keenan
Jennifer Kellogg & Michael Kellogg
Uriah Knudson
Dmitry Kondrashov
Briana Koski & Mark Koski
Mary Krantz
Diana Krnjaca
Bonnie Landwehr
Timothy Langham & Yuko Langham
Ryan Lawber
Carly Levett
Miriam Lichstein & Benjamin Lichstein
Steven Liebert
Lynn Lullo & Michael Lullo
Jonathan Marshall & Laurie Goldstein
Liz Martino
Mary Kay McMahon
Nicholas McMillan
Jennifer Miller Rehfeldt & Jason Rehfeldt
Richard Miller
Holly Mineau & Louis Mineau
Karen Mirante
Mary Mohr
Michael Morrissey & Megan Morrissey
Anita Nagler & Robert Moyer
Mindy Neveaux
Tim Nickerson
Lisa O’Donnell
Martyn Orrock
Lara O’Shaughnessy & Michael O’Shaughnessy
Craig Overlock & Robin Overlock
Saralyn Peritz & Howard Shidlowsky
Christy Prahl
Kevin Prior
Prasanna Ramakrishnan
Alisha Richardson
Gail Root
Daniel Rosenberg
Kevin Rosenberg
Ellen Rosof
Mel Sabella & Angie Little
Sacred Heart Schools
John Sandry & Karen Hyatt
William Schey & Sandra Zennie
Joseph Sefton & Nicole Sefton
Stephanie Selby & Andrew Selby
Donna Shear & Joseph Weber
Stephen Skok
Rachael Smith
Frank Srejma
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LIST OF DONORS

Libby Stoffel
Gary Strassel
Ed Taylor
Roslyn Taylor
The Floured Apron
Don Thompson
Sean Thompson
United Way of the Midlands
Sandra Valenzuela
Andria van der Merwe
Steven Vanswol
Nathan Vaughan
Nico von Delius
Julie Wagner & Jim Wagner
Nicole Wagner
Dee Washburn & Tom Washburn
Tommy Washburn
Shannon Wasiolek
Penny Weaver
Abigail Weber
Gabrielle Weigel
Steven Weinstein & Dana Weinstein
Susan Weiss
Blair Wellensiek
Jennifer Williams & Christopher Williams
Frederick Wilson
Jake Wisby
Laura Woll
Jon Woolwine
Kara Wright
Margaret Wrobel
Daniel Zelazny

IN-KIND SUPPORT

84.51°
101.9 The Mix
Anonymous
Charlie Apfelbach
Art Institute of Chicago
Anne Auten
Inspiration Corporation’s Auxiliary Board
Kim Becker
John Bankhurst & Ryan Kin
Beam Suntory
Carly Blumfield
BMO Wealth Management 
BOKA Restaurant Group
Cortney Bond
Brooklyn Boulders
Julie Bryant & Andrew Bryant
Jean Bystedt
Chicago White Sox Charities
The Chopping Block
Compass Chicago
Cooper’s Hawk

Cornerstone Restaurant Group
Lindsay Cornwell
Cutting Edge Sharpening, 

a Service of Avanzata, LLC
Cutwater Spirits
daVinci Group Ltd.
Davines
DoorDash
Steven Eanet
Eataly Chicago, LLC
Linda Englund & Dean Englund
Kenneth Felicelli
Firecat Projects
Forbidden Root
Four Corners Group - Ranalli’s
Sujata Gaitonde & Sunil Gaitonde
Galit
Emily Gallagher 
Good’s of Evanston

Goose Island Beer Company 
Gotham Greens
Greater Chicago Food Depository 
Rikki Griffin & Mark Griffin
Steven Gross
GT’s Living Foods
Shannon Halloway & Justin Hance
Ben Harrison & Catherine Witkin
The Hatchery 
Marie Higgins & Timothy Higgins
Chylot Hopkins
Howl At The Moon
Travis Hughes
Huntington National Bank
Honey Butter Fried Chicken
Illinois Policy Institute
Amy Klein
Elizabeth Klein & Rodney Klein
Knitwestern Northwestern 

Camila Kofman
Jennifer Kouba
Nicole Lacy
Lake View Presbyterian Church 
Lane Tech College Prep
Lean Green Vending 
LinkedIn
Lyric Opera of Chicago
Phillip Maira 
Angelina Maresca
Mariano’s 
Mars Gallery
McCain Foods USA, Inc.
Catherine Meeth
Metropolis Coffee Company
Mondelez International
MSL Program Law School 

Northwestern University
Music Theater Works
Nando’s Restaurant Group Inc.
Nexstep Coaching and Training, Inc.
Nielsen-Massey Vanillas
Blake Overlock & Amanda Overlock
Pastoral Enterprises, LLC 
Tanvi Patel
John Potter & Eric Johanson
Protiviti
Maria Quizhpi
Laura Radtke
Vanessa Rago
Maija Renko
Roland Foods, LLC
Dorothy Rotatori                                           
Roti Mediterranean Grill
Sacred Heart Schools
Kerah Sandler
Christine Sellin
Paavan Shah
Kim Shay and Friends
Starbucks
Starbucks - Roscoe Village
William Starshak & Maura Starshak
Christopher Sweet 
Jon Schmidt
Andrea Schoen 	
Joanne Schultz
The Seabury Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
John Shapiro
Soul Cycle - Southport
Sound Investments
Soupbox
SP Plus Corporation
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Stanley Brown Jewelist
Sam Teper
Terry Dowd, Inc.
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LIST OF DONORS

Joanne Thompson
Threadline Studios 
Sarah Trowbridge
Tzuco
Urban Accents
Venue West 
Virgin Hotels
Christopher Wachal
Julie Wagner & Jim Wagner 
Mark Walden & Julie Walden
Waterton Associates 
Hallie Witmer
Yum Dum Truck
Sadie Zinn

ARTISTS

Joey Africa
Mike Anderson
Nelson Armour
Debra Balchen
David Barista
Brenda Barnum
Arturo Barrera
BeOptimistic
Leah Birhanu
Cathie Bleck
Jessica Bohart
Henry Bolzon
Eric Bremer
Yue Chen
David Cohen
David Criner
Jennifer Cronin
DellaMorte
Tom Dooley
Don’t Fret
Mike Egan
Elloo
Michael Everson
Fedz
Jon Gnagny
Urszula Gogol
Susan Hall
Tammy Haman
Mary Hazboun
Adam Holzrichter
Tricia Koning-Llewellyn
Lialia Kuchma
Jon Langford
Kim Laurel
Margie Lawrence
K.A. Letts
Kate Lewis
Sioban Lombardi
Angela Lopez

Cristi Lopez
Liz Martino
Michelle McCoy 
Valerie McCune
Mary Kay McMahon
Bernard Menco
Mitzi
Emilio Nadales
Nicholas Nadja
Mark Nelson
Diana Obniski
Laura Pawson
Pennypinch
Tara Riley
Tom Rybarczyk
Lisa Schmitz
Juliana Schneider
Eric Skaggs
Jane Sloss

d. Stine
Randy Susick
John Terdich
Sheldon Till-Campbell
Steven Tritt
Stick Vega
Mariko Ventura
Tom Warnke
Michael Wesley
Connie Wolfe
Chai Wolfman

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

Chicago Continuum of Care
City of Chicago Department of Family       
    and Support Services 
Chicago Low-Income Housing Trust Fund 
Illinois Department of Human Services 

U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 
(FEMA Department)

HIRING PARTNER LIST 

Aba
Alden Lakeland
Amazon
Batter & Berries
Belmont Crossing of Lakeview
Bon Appetit
Bracket Room
Brewer Coffee & Custard Café
Brown Sugar Bakery
Burger King
Buzz Cafe
Chefs on the Go Go
Chief O’Neills
CMB Foods
Dos Urban Cantina
Eataly
First Class Workforce Solutions
Foodlife
Giordano’s
Grand Lux Cafe
Heartfelt Catering
Hoosier Mama
Inspired Events and Catering
Jimmy John’s
Lizzy J Cafe
Local Market
McDonald’s
Moon’s Sandwich Shop
Nando’s Peri Peri 
Petterino’s
Ramen-San
Seafood Junction
Signature Staffing
Soul Crab Chicago
Sweetgreen - River North
The Signature Room
Walnut Room
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FINANCIALS  July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

TOTAL BUDGET:  $4,200,666

82% of Revenue Spent on Programs
43% Funded by Government Contracts

WHERE OUR SUPPORT COMES FROM 

HOW WE INVEST IN OUR MISSION

39% Housing 

30%  Training

12% Meals & Supportive Services

10% Development

9% Administration

43% Government Contracts

41% Private Contributions

7% In-kind & Other

6%	 Inspiration Kitchens

3% Special Events
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4554 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 207, CHICAGO, IL 60640 | 773.878.0981 | www.inspirationcorp.org 


