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Introduction	  
	  

Grade	  Level	  
	  

These	  activities	  are	  intended	  for	  a	  second	  grade	  classroom.	  
	  

Discipline	  
	  

These	  activities	  have	  a	  science	  focus.	  
	  

TEKS	  
	  

Content:	  	  
In	  Grade	  2,	  careful	  observation	  and	  investigation	  are	  used	  to	  learn	  about	  the	  natural	  world	  and	  
reveal	  patterns,	  changes,	  and	  cycles.	  Students	  should	  understand	  that	  certain	  types	  of	  questions	  
can	  be	  answered	  by	  using	  observation	  and	  investigations	  and	  that	  the	  information	  gathered	  in	  
these	  may	  change	  as	  new	  observations	  are	  made.	  As	  students	  participate	  in	  investigation,	  they	  
develop	  the	  skills	  necessary	  to	  do	  science	  as	  well	  as	  develop	  new	  science	  concepts.	  TEKS	  
§112.13.	  Science,	  Grade	  2.	  (a)(4)(C)	  
	  

Skills:	  	  
The	  student	  knows	  that	  information	  and	  critical	  thinking,	  scientific	  problem	  solving,	  and	  the	  
contributions	  of	  scientists	  are	  used	  in	  making	  decisions.	  TEKS	  §112.13.	  Science,	  Grade	  2	  
(b)(3)(A)(B)(C)	  

	   	  
	   The	  student	  knows	  that	  forces	  cause	  change	  and	  energy	  exists	  in	  many	  forms.	  TEKS	  §112.13.	  	  
	   Science,	  Grade	  2	  (b)(6)(A)	  

	  
	   The	  student	  knows	  that	  living	  organisms	  have	  basic	  needs	  that	  must	  be	  met	  for	  them	  to	  survive	  
	   within	  their	  environment.	  TEKS	  §112.13.	  Science,	  Grade	  2	  (b)(9)(A)(B)(C)	  
	  
	   The	  student	  knows	  that	  organisms	  resemble	  their	  parents	  and	  have	  structures	  and	  processes	  
	   that	  help	  them	  survive	  within	  their	  environments.	  TEKS	  §112.13.	  Science,	  Grade	  2	  
	   b)(10)(A)(B)(C)	  
	  
National	  Education	  for	  Sustainability	  K-‐12	  Student	  Learning	  Standards	  

	  
2.2	  ~	  Ecological	  Systems	  ~	  Plants,	  Animals,	  Habitats	  
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Objective	  
	  
Students	  are	  able	  to	  distinguish	  between	  plants	  and	  animals	  and	  can	  explain	  how	  living	  organisms	  interact	  
with	  the	  environment	  in	  which	  they	  live.	  Students	  identify	  food	  /energy,	  water,	  shelter	  as	  basic	  needs	  of	  
animals	  and	  plants.	  Examples:	  Students	  sort	  local	  common	  organisms	  into	  animal	  and	  plant	  groups.	  They	  
design	  and	  build	  a	  schoolyard	  habitat	  for	  native	  species,	  taking	  into	  consideration	  the	  basic	  needs	  of	  the	  
plants	  or	  animals.	  
	  
Key	  Words	  	  
	  
Habitat	  
Desert	  
Wildlife	  
Woodlands	  
	  
Description	  of	  Activities	  
	  
The	  following	  activities	  have	  been	  compiled	  to	  address	  the	  topic	  of	  “Studying	  Plants,	  Animals	  and	  
Habitats”	  in	  second	  grade	  classrooms.	  	  The	  activities	  meet	  the	  state	  and	  national	  education	  standards	  for	  
second	  grade,	  and	  are	  intended	  to	  supplement	  pre-‐existing	  curricula,	  with	  a	  focus	  on	  integrating	  
sustainability	  topics.	  	  The	  activities	  can	  be	  used	  in	  conjunction	  or	  alone.	  
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Activities	  
	  
Activity	  1:	  Habitat	  Bingo	  
	  
Introduction	  	  
	  
Students	  will	  learn	  about	  the	  habitats	  of	  different	  animals	  by	  an	  interactive	  game	  of	  bingo.	  
	  
Materials	  
	  
Handout-‐	  “Adaptation	  Bingo”	  
Handout-‐	  “Adaptation	  Bingo	  Clues”	  
Beans	  or	  Bingo	  Markers	  
	  
Products	  
	  
Bingo	  Cards	  
Understanding	  of	  Facts	  
	  
Process	  
	  
1.	  Print	  out	  the	  bingo	  clues	  and	  cards.	  
	  
2.	  Pass	  out	  the	  bingo	  cards	  and	  beans	  or	  markers.	  
	  
3.	  Assign	  a	  student	  to	  read	  clues	  out	  loud	  or	  have	  students	  read	  to	  themselves	  
	  
4.	  Play	  a	  couple	  of	  rounds	  of	  bingo.	  
	  
5.	  Optional:	  Pass	  out	  prizes	  after	  every	  round.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  game	  give	  a	  conciliatory	  snack	  or	  prize	  to	  
all	  students	  who	  did	  not	  win	  a	  round	  of	  bingo.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Lesson	  created	  by	  Cosley	  Zoo.	  	  Homes	  and	  Habitats	  Grade	  3-‐5	  Retrieved	  from	  
http://www.cosleyzoo.org/PDFs/Homes_Habitats_Activities.pdf	  on	  June	  11,	  2014.	  
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Activity	  2:	  Vocabulary	  and	  Animal	  Habitat	  Clue	  
	  
Introduction	  	  
	  
Students	  will	  review	  animal	  and	  habitat	  vocabulary	  by	  creating	  clues	  relating	  to	  the	  vocabulary	  words	  and	  	  
“testing”	  the	  class	  using	  their	  clues.	  	  	  
	  
Materials	  
	  
Handout-‐	  “Animal	  Habitat	  Review”	  
Handout-‐	  “Animals	  and	  Their	  Habitats”	  
Handout-‐	  “Habitat	  Fact	  Sheet”	  
Handout-‐	  “What	  I	  Learned!”	  
Vocabulary	  
	  
Products	  
	  
Vocabulary	  Understanding	  
Discussion	  
Handouts	  
	  	  	  	  
Process	  
	  
1.	  Begin	  by	  passing	  out	  the	  vocabulary	  cards	  and	  animal	  habitat	  review	  handout.	  
	  
2.	  Have	  students	  pair-‐up	  and	  familiarize	  themselves	  with	  animals	  and	  their	  habitats.	  
	  
3.	  Now	  that	  students	  are	  familiar	  with	  different	  animals	  and	  their	  habitats	  have	  the	  paired	  up	  students	  
create	  clues	  for	  different	  animals	  and	  their	  habitats.	  Assign	  a	  certain	  number	  of	  clues	  per	  pair.	  

For	  example:	  This	  animal	  lives	  in	  water,	  but	  can	  also	  walk	  on	  land.	  Answer	  is	  turtle.	  	  
	  
4.	  Have	  the	  students	  read	  the	  clues	  out	  loud	  to	  the	  classroom,	  and	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  students	  guess	  
the	  animal.	  
	  
5.	  Write	  the	  animal	  and	  the	  clue	  on	  the	  “Animals	  And	  Their	  Habitats	  “	  Handout.	  
	  
6.	  Optional:	  Pass	  out	  the	  “Habitat	  Fact	  Sheet”	  or	  the	  “What	  I	  learned!”	  Handout	  and	  have	  the	  students	  fill	  
it	  out	  
	  
7.	  Have	  a	  discussion	  about	  new	  things	  students	  learned	  about	  different	  animal	  habitats.	  Allow	  them	  share	  
what	  they	  found	  interesting	  and	  other	  interesting	  facts.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Lesson	  created	  by	  Smith,	  M.	  	  Lions	  Tigers	  and	  Bears:	  Oh	  we	  are	  all	  animals.	  Retrieved	  from	  
http://weareallalike.wikispaces.com/file/view/Animals+Unit+YOED+6020.pdf	  on	  June	  11,	  2014.	  
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Additional	  Resources	  
	  
Online	  Resources	  
	  
Primary	  Resources	  
	  
http://www.cosleyzoo.org/PDFs/Homes_Habitats_Activities.pdf	  
	  
Secondary	  Resources	  
	  
https://worldwildlife.org/species/directory?direction=desc&sort=extinction_status	  
	  
http://www.skwirk.com/p-‐c_s-‐1_u-‐20_t-‐205_c-‐686/importance-‐of-‐plants-‐and-‐animals/nsw/hsie/global-‐
environments-‐rainforests/flora-‐and-‐fauna	  	  	  	  
	  
http://www.kean.edu/~fosborne/resources/ex12f.htm	  
	  
http://www.earthskids.com/change-‐save_earth.htm	  
	  
Educational	  Literature	  
	  
“The	  Lorax	  “	  by	  Dr.	  Seuss	  

	  
Educational	  Videos	  
	  
“Biology	  Learning:	  Learn	  about	  Animals	  &	  Plant	  and	  Their	  Uses	  ”	  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqyIsktnCCs	  

	  
“Climate	  Change	  Basics”	  
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/	  
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