
Student Name ___________________ Teacher______________

3rd Grade Thematic Unit
Week of 5/11-5/15

Presidents of the 
United States



3rd Grade Thematic Unit
Let’s Study Presidents! 

Essential Question: 

You are now the new President of the United States, how will you run the 
country to be the BEST that it can be? 

The goal is for you to complete the work and either turn it into Mr. Ostrom at school on 
Monday, May 11th from 9:00 am-11:00 am or drop it into the red mailbox that is attached to the 

fence in the front parking lot labeled, “Returned Work.” 

We are using Class Dojo as a means of communication between teachers and parents. Please register for 
Class Dojo as soon as possible if you haven't done so already.  It is used to share important information and 
updates regarding school/classroom events.  Please download the Class Dojo app on your Smart Phone or 

register online at https://www.classdojo.com
*Or you can scan the QR code with your phone to download the Class Dojo app

Office Hours
Monday through Friday; 10:00 am-11:00 am and 2:00 pm-3:00 pm

Ms. Estrada’s Zoom Meeting;  Tuesdays and Thursdays; 6:00 pm email mestrada@fesd.org

Mr. Layde’s Zoom Meetings; Wednesdays at 10:30 am (email playden@fesd.org

Mrs. Ochoa’s Zoom Meetings; Monday and Wednesdays; 3:00 pm (email lochoa@fesd.org)

Ms. Martinez – Resource

Office Hours: Mon. & Thurs; 2:00pm – 4:00pm and Tues., Weds., & Fri.; 10:00am – 12:00pm

3rd Grade  Zoom Meetings; Tuesday @ 2:00 pm  *Check ClassDojo for the Zoom meeting link information.                    
Contact Information: emartinez@fesd.org

https://www.classdojo.com/
mailto:mestrada@fesd.org
mailto:playden@fesd.org
mailto:lochoa@fesd.org
mailto:emartinez@fesd.org


Our President Lives in the 
White House

Monday- Reading









Monday- Math
👍

👍👍

👍

👍👍



Monday-Social Studies/Writing

Would you like to become President of the United States? Below are the duties (jobs,) 
requirements, and your salary (how much you would make in a year) in order to be eligible 

to become President.  Follow the directions below the information you just read. 

Duties

The president of the United States is the chief executive of the federal government and 
commander-and-chief of the United States Military. Below is a list of presidential responsibilities.

● The president manages the U.S. government and the country's national affairs.
● The president can issue executive orders - rules or actions that do not require 

congressional approval.
● The president can mobilize and call to action the National Guard.
● The president nominates all heads of executive departments.
● The president prepares the national budget.
● The president can veto acts of Congress (though the presidential veto can be overridden 

via vote).
● The president prepares the State of the Union Address, a nationally televised speech 

outlining the status of the United States.
● The president appoints members of the Supreme Court.
● The president can pardon individuals convicted of breaking federal law.
● The president is responsible for the establishment and maintenance of relations with foreign 

nations.
● The president appoints ambassadors to other nations.
● The president is responsible for the protection of Americans abroad.

Requirements to be President

The president must be a natural-born citizen of the United States. The president must also be at 
least 35 years old and a resident of the United States for 14 years.

Presidential Elections

Presidential elections are held every four years. Presidents can serve a maximum of two terms, or 
eight years in office. The president and vice-president are the only officials elected on a national 

scale.



Salary (how much you would be paid yearly)

The president of the United States is the highest paid government employee. The president earns 
$400,000 per year. That said, did you know the CEO of Apple (Tim Cook) makes over 200 times 

what the President of the United

Directions; You are now the President of the United States. Using the information above, answer 
the following questions.

1. Which 2 duties would you be most excited to do and why? 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. Which 1 duty would you be most scared to do and why? ___________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think the amount of money you would be paid yearly is worth all of your duties? 

__________ Why or Why not? _________________________________

______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



 President of the United States



 President of the United States





Tuesday - Math

👍👍

👍

👍👍

👍



                                                                                Tuesday-Social Studies
Directions; Read the information below and answer each of the questions within the 

text(words.)

The men who wrote the Constitution wanted to ensure that no person or small group 
could control the government. That’s why they set up three branches of government. 

1. Why was the Constitution written? ___________________________
_______________________________________________________

2. Which branch of government makes laws? ____________________

3. Which branch of government is elected by the people? ___________



   

Then they created a system of checks and balances among these branches. Every 
power the president has is balanced by a different power Congress or the courts have. 
For example, the president is commander in chief of the armed forces. But only 
Congress can declare war. Still, over the years, many presidents have added to the 
powers granted to them in the 
Constitution.

1. Who/which group can only declare war? _______________________

In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson bought a huge amount of land from France. It was 
called the Louisiana Territory. The Constitution does not specifically give presidents the 
power to buy land. However, it does give them the power to make treaties. Jefferson 
interpreted this as giving him the power to sign a treaty that purchased the Louisiana 
Territory.       



The Constitution gives the president the right to veto (say no to) a law passed by 
Congress. Andrew Jackson was president from 1829 to 1837. He was the first 
president who vetoed bills he did not agree with. Before that, presidents had 
vetoed only bills they believed were not allowed by the Constitution. Jackson 
vetoed more bills than all the presidents before him put together. Here are some 
other examples of checks and balances. The president can make treaties with 
other countries. But a treaty is not valid unless the Senate agrees. The president 
appoints members of the Supreme Court. But the Senate must approve the 
person the president chooses. Congress passes bills, and the president can 
either sign them into law or veto them. But Congress can override a veto with a 
large enough vote.                                                                                                  
5. What does veto mean? ______________________________________                                     
6. Who appoints members to the Supreme Court? ___________________                                                                          
7. Who must approve the president's choices for the Supreme Court?     
__________________________



Presidents' Day Is Here!
Presidents’ Day is observed on the third Monday of February. Do you 
know why we honor George Washington and Abraham Lincoln on that 
day? Both presidents were born in February.

George Washington was our first president. He was born in Virginia on 
February 22, 1732. He was president from 1789 to 1797.

Fun Facts
When he was a boy, his favorite subject was math.
He started writing in a journal at age 16. He had good handwriting. He 
wrote about what he did each day.
He was a soldier and a farmer before he became president.
He had many dogs and horses. He also had a parrot named Polly.
At the age of 22, he started to lose his teeth. When he became president, 
he had only one tooth left. He wore false teeth.
He never lived in the White House. Why? It had not been built yet. Work 
on the White House was started in 1792. It was finished in 1800.

Abraham Lincoln was our 16th president. He was born in Kentucky on 
February 12, 1809. He was president from 1861 to 1865.

Fun Facts
When he was a boy, he loved to read. One of his favorite books was about 
the life of George Washington.
He was known for being honest. People often called him “Honest Abe.”
He was a shop owner and a lawyer before he became president.
He had goats, dogs, and a cat named Tabby. Tabby was the first cat to live 
in the White House.
He was the tallest president. He was 6 feet 4 inches tall.
He was the first president to have a beard. He grew it after getting a letter 
from a little girl named Grace. She told him that his face was thin. She said 
he would look better with a beard.



Presidents' Day Is Here!





Wednesday - Math👍👍👍

👍

👍

👍



Wednesday-Writing

Directions; Complete the poster below explaining and drawing what it would look like on your first day of 
being President of the United States. Be creative! 



The president of the United States has an important job. He or she is the leader 
of the armed forces. This person executes and enforces United States laws. 
The president is able to sign bills to become laws. He or she is also able to 
veto, or reject, laws. In addition, the president works with the leaders of other 
countries.

Hello, Mister Obama

Meet Barack Obama! He was the 44th president of the United States. He was the 
first African American to become a U.S. president. Obama was elected in 
November 2008. In January 2009, he began a four-year term as president. In 
November 2012, Obama was reelected for a second term.

Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, have two daughters. Their names are 
Malia and Sasha. They all lived in the White House during his presidency. It has 
been home to every president except George Washington.

The White House has 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms! One room is called the 
Oval Office. That is where the president usually works. In another room called 
the Cabinet Room, the president meets with people like the heads of the U.S. 
government departments, members of Congress, and leaders of foreign nations. 
Here they talk about topics such as national security and energy. The 
discussions are often about how to help solve national and global problems.

But the White House isn’t just for serious work. The White House also has a 
tennis court, a jogging track, a swimming pool, a movie theater, and a bowling 
lane to entertain the president, the president's family, and their guests.



Hello, Mister Obama





Thursday - Math

👍

👍👍

👍

👍

👍



Thursday-Social Studies

What is Mount Rushmore? Read about it below and respond to the questions/statements below. 

Mount Rushmore is a sculpture carved into the side of a mountain in South Dakota. 
You can see the faces of four important presidents. Those presidents are: 

Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, and Theodore Roosevelt. It took 14 years, 400 
workers, and almost one million dollars to carve the mountain. In order to sculpt the 
faces, workers had to remove over 800 million pounds of stone using dynamite. If 
you worked on Mr. Rushmore, you would have made only about 50 cents an hour. 
Lots of people go to Mount Rushmore every year to hike or bike up the mountain 

and visit the monument. 

1. What are the interesting facts you found about Mount Rushmore? 
______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
____

2. Write 2 reasons why people visit Mount Rushmore
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

3. If you could add another president onto the monument, who would it be and 
why? 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



The White House



The White House





Friday - Math

👍

👍

👍



Friday-Social Studies/Writing

Directions; You are now our new president of the United States. Draw/illustrate your face 
onto the oval below. On the following page, write how you will run the country to make it 

the best it can be. You will be an amazing president! 





Ms. Martinez

Activities for Resource Students Only
*Resource students are not limited to only completing these 

pages, but may complete the other pages and activities within the 
entire packet. I will be available weekly via Zoom and daily on 

Class Dojo to help. Please refer to contact information on the first 
page of the packet to reach me.

Week 5/11 - 5/15









Mr. Wilson, You will be MISSED!
Here are some of___________(Student’s name)

 favorite memories from P.E. 


