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Welcome to Epiphany Lutheran Church! 
Here is where Jesus answers His promise to be with us always,  

by coming to us in His living and active Word and the  
Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. 

Welcome, visitors!  We are glad to have you with us this morning as the Lord comes to us to 
give His gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  The resources of Epiphany are at your 
disposal.  If you need assistance, the ushers are glad to help.  Please make sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor and congregation, and join us after the service for fellowship and Bible 
Study! 

Parents of Small Children: We are very happy that you are here today, honoring Our Lord’s 
Words: “Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these” (Lk. 18:16).  If you feel you must step out with a fussy child, please 
hurry back! Like Jesus, we want your children in the Divine Service, not out. 

The Sacrament of the Altar is offered at Epiphany every Lord’s Day and every Wednesday 
evening. The normal communicant is a confirmed member of a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Under no circumstances should an un-baptized person 
commune.  If you are not a member of an LCMS congregation, or have not communed at 
Epiphany before, please speak with the Pastor or an Elder before the service begins.  

If you need help hearing the service, the sanctuary is equipped with a hearing 
loop, a special type of sound system that connects directly to hearing aids.  Simply 
set your hearing aid to “T” (telecoil) to connect. 
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The order of service for this evening is taken from an early Christian service called “Tenebrae,” which is the Latin 
word for darkness or shadows.  Tonight we experience only a small portion of Christ’s pain and suffering the day 
of His crucifixion.   

One of the more noticeable parts of this service is a gradual extinguishing of candles, until only one is left.  As 
the darkness increases, we reflect on the great emotional and physical pain that Our Lord endured on Good Friday.  
The glory of the Son of God was obscured on Good Friday by the humiliation and disgrace He endured.  He, the 
Light of the World, powerful in word and work, who, but a few days ago, was proclaimed King by the citizens of 
Jerusalem, is now robbed of all His honors.  He is, as Isaiah says, the Man of sorrows (Is. 53:3-4).  He is, as David 
says, a worm of the earth and no man (Ps. 22:6).  And as He says of Himself, He is an object of shame even to His 
own disciples who are scandalized by Him and abandon Him (Mk. 14:27).  This desertion on the part of His 
disciples is expressed by the candles being extinguished, one after the other.  But Jesus, our Light, though despised 
and hidden, is not extinguished.  This is signified by the one candle in the center, which is temporarily removed 
during the Strepitus.  But the candle reappears, the noise is silenced, and homage is paid to the Conqueror of 
death. 

Please STAND. 

OPENING COLLECT 

 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, graciously behold this, Your family, for whom Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death 
upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Please BE SEATED. 

PSALMODY 
These Psalms are specifically selected to give voice to Jesus’ agony while on the cross.  Psalm 116 speaks of the 
cup of salvation which Jesus bore (Lk. 22:42), the same cup of salvation He delivers to us in His Supper.  Jesus 
laments the betrayal of Judas and the persecution from the Synagogue in Psalm 140.  Finally, in Psalm 142 
Jesus mourns His abandonment by His disciples and friends.  His enemies have Him, and He cannot escape.  He 
turns to the Father and implores Him to deliver Him from the prison of the tomb. 
 

PSALM 116:10-14, 16-19  CREDIDI, PROPTER QUOD LOCUTUS (antiphon: v. 13) 

 

P I will take up the cup of sal- |vation, * 
  And call upon the name | of the LORD. 

P I believed, there- |fore I spoke, * 
  “I am greatly af- |flicted.” 

C I said | in my haste, * 
  “All men are | liars.” 

P What shall I render | to the LORD * 
  For all His benefits | toward me? 

C I will take up the cup of sal- |vation, * 
  And call upon the name | of the LORD. 

P I will pay my vows | to the LORD * 
  Now in the presence of all His | people. 

C O LORD, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maid-|servant; * 
  You have | loosed my bonds. 

P I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanks- |giving, * 
  And will call upon the name | of the LORD. 

C I will pay my vows | to the LORD * 
  Now in the presence of all His | people, 

P In the courts of the | LORD’s house, * 
  In the midst of you, O Je- |rusalem. 

P I will take up the cup of sal- |vation, * 
  And call upon the name | of the LORD. 

PSALM 140  ERIPE ME, DOMINE (antiphon: v. 1a) 

 

P Deliver me, O LORD, from | evil men; * 
  Preserve me from | violent men, 

C Who plan evil things | in their hearts; * 
  They continually gather toge- |ther for war. 
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P They sharpen their tongues like a | serpent; * 
  The poison of asps is un- |der their lips. 

C Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the | wicked; * 
  Preserve me from violent men, who have purposed to make my steps | stumble. 

P The proud have hidden a snare for | me, and cords; * 
  They have spread a net by the wayside; they have set | traps for me. 

C I said to the LORD: “You | are my God; * 
  Hear the voice of my supplications, | O LORD. 

P O GOD the Lord, the strength of my sal- |vation, * 
  You have covered my head in the day of | battle. 

C Do not grant, O LORD, the desires of the | wicked; * 
  Do not further his wicked scheme, lest they be ex- |alted. 

P “As for the head of those who sur- |round me, * 
  Let the evil of their lips | cover them; 

C Let burning coals fall up- |on them; * 
  Let them be cast into the fire, into deep pits, that they rise not | up again. 

P Let not a slanderer be established | in the earth; * 
  Let evil hunt the violent man to over- |throw him.” 

C I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the af- |flicted, * 
  And justice | for the poor. 

P Surely the righteous shall give thanks | to Your name; * 
  The upright shall dwell in Your | presence. 

P Deliver | me, O LORD, * 
  From | evil men. 

PSALM 142  VOCE MEA AD DOMINUM (antiphon: v. 1) 

 
P I cry out to the LORD | with my voice; * 
  With my voice to the LORD I make my suppli- |cation. 

C I pour out my complaint be- |fore Him; * 
  I declare before Him my | trouble. 

P When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then You | knew my path. * 
  In the way in which I walk they have secretly set a | snare for me. 

C Look on my right hand and see, for there is no one who acknow- |ledges me; * 
  Refuge has failed me; no one cares | for my soul. 

P I cried out to | You, O LORD: * 
  I said, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the | living. 

C Attend to my cry, for I am brought | very low; * 
  Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stron- |ger than I. 

P Bring my soul out of prison, that I may | praise Your name; * 
  The righteous shall surround me, for You shall deal bounty- |fully with me.” 
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OFFICE HYMN  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted,” 451 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855), alt. O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN 
Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850 87  87  D 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

 

  



6 

 THE HISTORY OF THE SUFFERING AND  
DEATH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

A Passion History is a harmonization of the four Gospel accounts into a single narrative.  Johannes Bugenhagen 
(1485-1558), fellow reformer and pastor to Martin Luther, compiled this Passion history, which was long used 
in German-speaking Lutheran congregations. 
 

JESUS’ SUFFERING ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 
When they had sung a hymn, Jesus went out, as He was accustomed, across the brook Kidron 
to the Mount of Olives. And His disciples followed Him. And He said to them: “All of you 
will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written: I will strike the Shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered. But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
But Peter said to Him: “Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be.” Jesus said to him: 
“Assuredly, I say to you that today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny Me three times.” But he spoke more vehemently: “If I have to die with You, I will not 
deny You!” And they all said likewise. 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, where there was a garden, which 
He and His disciples entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus 
often met there with His disciples. And Jesus said to them: “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.” 

And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, James 
and John, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 
Then He said to them: “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even 
to death. Stay here and watch with Me, so that you do not fall 
into temptation.” And He was withdrawn from them about a 
stone’s throw, and He knelt down, fell on His face, and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him, and He 
said: “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup 
away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” 
And He came to His disciples and found them sleeping and said 
to Peter: “Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch with 
Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. 
The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” He went away 
again a second time and prayed, saying: “O My Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be 
done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes 
were heavy and they did not know what to answer Him. And 
He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying 
the same words: “Father, if it is Your will, remove this cup from 
Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” 
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And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, 
He prayed more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground. 

And when He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples and found them sleeping 
from sorrow, He said to them: “Sleep on now and take your rest. It is enough; the hour has 
come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. 
See, he who betrays Me is at hand. But pray lest you enter into temptation.” 

And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, having received a 
band of soldiers, and officers from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders, went before 
them, and came with lanterns, torches, with swords and with clubs. And the betrayer had 
given them a signal, saying: “Whomever I kiss, He is the one; take Him and lead Him away 
safely.” Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and 
said to them: “Whom are you seeking?” They answered Him: “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said 
to them: “I am He.” And Judas who betrayed Him, also stood with them. Then, as soon as He 
had said to them: “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked them 
again: “Whom are you seeking?” And they said: “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered: “I have 
told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,” (that the saying 
might be fulfilled which He spoke: “Of these whom You gave Me I have lost none.” 

And Judas drew near to Jesus to kiss Him, and immediately he went up to Jesus and said: 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. And Jesus said to him: “My friend, why have you come? 
Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 
and took Him. 

When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him: “Lord, shall we 
strike with the sword?” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. 

Then Jesus answered and said: “Permit even this.” And He said to Peter: “Put your sword 
into the sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I 
cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of 
angels? Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me? How then will the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that it must be thus?” And He touched his ear and healed him. 

In that hour Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had 
come out to Him: “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take 
Me? I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not lay hands on Me. But this 
is your hour, and the power of darkness, so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. And all this 
was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” 

Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled. And a certain young man followed Him, having 
a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, and he left 
the linen cloth and fled from them naked.   
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HYMN    “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” 436 

 

 

 

 

Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854) GETHSEMANE 
Tune: Richard Redhead (1820-1901) 77  77  77 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

JESUS SUFFERING BEFORE THE SPIRITUAL AUTHORITIES 
Then the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 
bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas 
who was high priest that year. Now Caiaphas was he who gave counsel to the Jews that it 
was expedient that one Man should die for the people. And they led Him away to Caiaphas 
the high priest and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.  

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. That disciple was known to the 
high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the 
door outside. Then that other disciple who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke 
to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. And the servants and officers who had made 
a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with 
them and warmed himself, so that he could see the end. Then the servant girl who kept the 
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door, seeing Peter in the light as he warmed himself, looked intently at him and said: “And 
you were also with Jesus of Galilee! You are not also one of this Man's disciples, are you?” He 
denied before all and said: “Woman, I am not; I do not know Him; I do not know what you 
are saying.” 

The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. Jesus answered him: 
“I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues and in the temple, where the 
Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who 
hear Me what I have said to them. Indeed they know what I said.” And when He had said 
these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying: 
“Do You answer the high priest like that?” Jesus answered him: “If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?” Then Annas sent Him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest.  

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. And a little while after the first denial, when he 
had gone out to the entrance, the rooster crowed and another girl saw him and again began 
to say to those who were there: “This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” Then they said 
to him: “Aren’t you one of His disciples?” And another said: “You are also one of them.” And 
he denied again and swore to it and said: “Man, I am not and I do not know the Man.” And 
after about the space of one hour another confidently affirmed, saying: “Surely you are also 
one of them, for you are a Galilean and your speech betrays you.” One of the servants of the 
high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said: “Did I not see you in the garden 
with Him?” Then he began to curse and swear: “I do not know this Man, of whom you speak.” 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed a second time. And the 
Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered Jesus’ word, how He had said to 
him: “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly.  

Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the 
council sought false testimony against Jesus to 
put Him to death, but found none, even though 
many false witnesses came forward, for their 
testimony did not agree. But at last two false 
witnesses came forward and gave false 
testimony against Him and said: “We heard 
Him say: I can and will destroy the temple of 
God that is made with hands, and within three 
days I will build another made without hands.” 
And not even then did their testimony agree.  

And the high priest stood up in the midst and 
asked Jesus, saying: “Do You answer nothing? 
What is it these men testify against You?” But 
Jesus kept silent and answered nothing. Again 
the high priest asked Him, saying to Him: “Are 
You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? I adjure 
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You by the living God that You tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God?” Jesus said to 
him: “It is as you said; I am. Hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying: 
“He has spoken blasphemy; what further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard His blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Him and said: “He is 
guilty of death.” 

And the men, who held Jesus, mocked Him and spat in His face and beat Him; and others 
blindfolded Him and struck Him in the face, saying: “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is it that 
struck You?” And many other things they blasphemously spoke against Him.  

When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people came together and took 
counsel concerning Jesus to put Him to death, and they led Him into their council, saying: “If 
You are the Christ, tell us.” And He said to them: “If I tell you, you will not believe Me. And 
if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me go. Hereafter the Son of Man will 
sit on the right hand of the power of God.” Then they all said: “Are You then the Son of God?” 
And He said to them: “You rightly say that I am.” And they said: “What further testimony 
do we need? For we ourselves have heard it from His own mouth.” 

HYMN    “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” 450 

 

 

 

 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153); German version, Paul Gerhardt (1607-76) HERZLICH TUT MICH 
 tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 76  76  D 
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JESUS’ SUFFERING BEFORE THE SECULAR AUTHORITIES 
Then the whole multitude of them arose and bound Jesus, led Him from Caiaphas to the 
Praetorium, and it was early morning.  

Then Judas, who had betrayed Him, when he saw that He was condemned to death, felt 
remorse and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying: “I 
have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent blood.” And they said: “What is that to us? You 
see to that!” And he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple, departed, and went and 
hanged himself and he burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out.  

And the chief priests took the silver pieces and said: “It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, because they are the price of blood.” And they took counsel and bought with them 
the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. And it became known to all those dwelling in 
Jerusalem, so to this day that field is called in their own language, Akeldama, that is the Field 
of Blood. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children 
of Israel priced, and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

But the Jews did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might 
eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said: “What accusation do you bring 
against this Man?” They answered and said to him: “If He were not an evil doer, we would 
not have delivered Him up to you.” Then Pilate said to them: “You take Him and judge Him 
according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him: “It is not lawful for us to put anyone 
to death,” that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death 
He would die.  

And the chief priests and elders began to accuse Him vehemently, saying: “We found this 
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is 
Christ, a King.” Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and asked Him, saying: 
“Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus stood before him and answered: “Are you speaking for 
yourself, or did others tell you this about Me?” Pilate answered: “Am I a Jew? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?” Jesus answered: “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would fight, 
so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” Pilate 
therefore said to Him: “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered: “You say rightly that I am a 
king. For this cause I was born and for this cause I came into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him: “What 
is truth?” And when he had said this he went out again to the Jews, and said to them: “I find 
no fault in Him at all.” And the chief priests and elders accused Him of many things, but He 
answered nothing. And Pilate asked Him again, saying: “Do You answer nothing? See how 
many things they testify against You! Do You not hear?” But Jesus still answered nothing, so 
that Pilate marveled. But they were the more fierce, saying: “He stirs up the people, teaching 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as he knew 
that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was in 
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Jerusalem at that time. And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had 
desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he 
hoped to see some miracle done by Him. And he questioned Him with many words, but He 
answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 
And Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod became 
mutual friends, for before they had been at enmity between themselves.  

And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, said to 
them: “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, 
having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those 
things of which you accuse Him; no, nor did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed 
nothing worthy of death has been done by Him. I will therefore chastise Him and release 
Him.” Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one 
prisoner whom they wished. And there was at that time a notorious prisoner named 
Barabbas, who had been thrown into prison with his fellow insurrectionists, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection made in the city. And the multitude, crying aloud, 
began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them. And when they gathered together, 
Pilate answered: “You have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. 
Whom do you want me to release to you, Barabbas or Jesus, the king of the Jews, who is called 
Christ?” For he knew that the chief priests had delivered Him because of envy.  

While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent to him, saying: “Have nothing to do 
with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.” 

But the chief priests and the elders stirred up the 
people and persuaded them that they should ask for 
Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor answered 
and said to them: “Which of the two do you want me 
to release to you?” The whole crowd cried out, saying: 
“Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas.” 
Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, spoke again 
to them: “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” They all said to him: “Crucify Him, crucify 
Him!” And he said to them the third time: “Why, 
what evil has He done? I have found no reason for 
death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let 
Him go.” And they cried out more exceedingly: 
“Crucify Him!” And they were insistent, demanding 
with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices 
of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.  

And Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the 
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
Praetorium and gathered the whole band of soldiers around Him. And they stripped Him 
and put a scarlet robe on Him. And when they had twisted a crown out of thorns, they put it 
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on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked 
Him and began to salute Him, saying: “Hail, King of the Jews! And they struck Him in the 
face and spat on Him and took the reed and struck Him on the head; and bowing the knee, 
they worshiped Him.  

Pilate then went out again, and said to them: “Look, I am bringing Him out to you, that you 
may know that I find no fault in Him.” Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and 
the purple robe. And Pilate said to them: “Behold the Man!” Therefore when the chief priests 
and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying: “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them: 
“You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” The Jews answered him: “We 
have a law, and by our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” 

Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the 
Praetorium, and said to Jesus: “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Then 
Pilate said to Him: “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to 
crucify You, and power to release You?” Jesus answered: “You could have no power at all 
against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to 
you has the greater sin.” From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, 
saying: “If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king 
speaks against Caesar.” 

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out 
and sat down in the judgement seat in a place that is called The 
Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the 
Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And 
he said to the Jews: “Behold your king.” But they cried out: 
“Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to 
them: “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered: 
“We have no king but Caesar.” 

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a 
tumult was rising, he gave sentence that it should be as they 
requested. And he took water and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying: “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. 
You see to it.” And all the people answered and said: “His blood 
be on us and on our children.” Then he released to them 
Barabbas, whom they requested, who had been thrown in 
prison for insurrection and murder; but he delivered Jesus, after 
he had scourged Him, to their will, to be crucified.  
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HYMN    “Upon the Cross Extended,” 453 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt (1607-76); tr. John Kelly (1833-90), alt. O WELT, ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN 
Tune: Heinrich Isaac (c. 1450-1517) 776  778 
Text and Tune: Public Domain 

THE CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH OF JESUS 
Then the soldiers took Jesus, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and 
led Him away to crucify Him and He carried His cross. And as they came out, they found a 
man, who was coming out of the country, Simon of Cyrene by name, who was the father of 
Alexander and Rufus; they compelled him to carry the cross for Him, and laid the cross on 
him that he might bear it after Jesus.  

And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned and 
lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said: “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 
Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For, indeed, the days are coming in which 
they will say: ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore, and the breasts which never 
nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains: ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills: ‘Cover us!’ 
For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?” 

And there were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And they brought 
Him to the place, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha, that is to say, the Place of a Skull, and 
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they gave Him sour wine mingled with myrrh to drink. And when He had tasted it, He would 
not drink.  

And they crucified Him at the place Golgotha and the two criminals with Him, one on the 
right hand and the other on the left, and Jesus in the center. And the Scripture was fulfilled, 
which says: “And He was numbered with the transgressors. And it was the third hour, when 
they crucified Him.” 

And Jesus said: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 

And Pilate wrote a title, the accusation against Him, the reason 
for His death, and they put it on the cross over His head. And 
the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. Then many Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to 
Pilate: “Do not write The King of the Jews, but ‘He said: I am 
King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered: “What I have written, I 
have written.” 

The soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments 
and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also His tunic. 
Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one 
piece. They said therefore among themselves: “Let us not tear 
it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled which says: “They divided My garments among 
them, and for My clothing they cast lots.” And sitting down, 

they kept watch over Him there.  

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom 
He loved standing by, He said to His mother: “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to 
the disciple: “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own 
home.  

And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying: “You who destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders along with the 
people, said: He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the king of Israel, the chosen of 
God, let Him save Himself and now come down from the cross, that we may see and believe 
Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said: ‘I am the Son 
of God.’” Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. And 
the soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine, saying: “If You are the King 
of the Jews, save Yourself.” 

And one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying: “If You are the Christ, 
save Yourself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying: “Do you not fear God, 
seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due 
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reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” And he said to Jesus: “Lord, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him: “Assuredly, I say 
to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth 
hour. And the sun was darkened. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying: “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said: “This Man is calling for Elijah!” 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, said: “I thirst.” Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and immediately 
one of them ran, took a sponge and filled it with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His 
mouth for Him to drink. But the others said: “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come and 
take Him down.” 

So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said: “It is finished!” And again He cried out 
with a loud voice, saying: “Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit.” And when He had 
said that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.  

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, 
they went into the holy city and appeared to many.  

Now when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, and those with him, who were guarding 
Jesus, saw that He cried out like this and saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, 
they feared greatly and praised God, saying: “Certainly this was a righteous Man! Truly this 
was the Son of God!” And all the multitude who came together to that sight, seeing the things 
which were done, beat their breasts and returned.  

And all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance, watching these things, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James and Joses, and Salome the mother of Zebedee’s sons, who followed Him when He 
was in Galilee, ministering to Him, and many other women who came up with Him to 
Jerusalem.  

Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might 
be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of 
the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw 
that He was already dead, they did not break His legs, but one of the soldiers pierced His side 
with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  

And he who saw it bore witness, and his witness is true; and he knows that he is telling the 
truth, that you may believe. For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled: 
“Not one of His bones shall be broken.” And again another Scripture says: “They will look 
on Him whom they pierced.” 

MUSICAL MEDITATION  “Were You There” arr. Kurt Kaiser 
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THE BURIAL OF JESUS 
And now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before 
the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea a city of the Jews, a prominent council member, a good and 
just man, who had not consented to their counsel and deed, who himself was waiting for the 
kingdom of God, for he was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, coming and 
taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked that he might take away the body of Jesus.  

And Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and calling the centurion to him, he asked 
him if He had been dead for some time. And when he found out from the centurion, he 
commanded the body to be given to him. And Joseph bought fine linen. And Nicodemus, 
who at first came to Jesus by night, also came; and he brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about a hundred pounds. Then they took the body of Jesus, which had been taken down, and 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom 
of the Jews is to bury.  

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb 
which was Joseph’s, which was hewn out of the rock, in which no one had ever been laid. So 
there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, and the Sabbath drew near, for 
the tomb was nearby. And they rolled a large stone 
against the door of the tomb and departed. And Mary 
Magdalene was there, and Mary the mother of Joses, 
sitting opposite the tomb, also other women, who had 
followed Jesus from Galilee, and they observed how His 
body was laid. And they returned and prepared spices 
and fragrant oils, and rested on the Sabbath according to 
the commandment.  

Now the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, 
the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 
saying: “Sir, we remember while He was alive, how that 
deceiver said: ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore 
command that the tomb be made secure until the third 
day, lest His disciples come by night, steal Him away, and 
say to the people: ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the last 
deception will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them: 
“You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you 
know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, 
sealing the stone, and setting the guard.  
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HYMN    “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” 450 

 

 

 

 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153); German version, Paul Gerhardt (1607-76) HERZLICH TUT MICH 
 tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 76  76  D 
Tune: Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License, no. 110017344. 

 

THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL 
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Please STAND. 

THE LITANY 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but  deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

P We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing may be upon Your people who 
have held the Passion and death of Your Son in devout remembrance, that we may 
receive Your pardon and the gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and take 
hold of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

-v7vvvvfvvvvvvvvvvvfccc} 
C   A - men. 

Please BE SEATED. 

THE STREPITUS 
The final candle is carried out.  Following its removal there will be a loud noise, called the Strepitus, which calls 
to mind the sealing of the tomb.  This confused noise is heard in the house of God, where all is now darkness.  This 
noise and gloom express the convulsions of nature when Jesus died on the cross: the earth shook, the rocks were 
split, the dead came forth from their tombs.  But the candle reappears, the noise is silenced, and homage is paid to 
the Conqueror of death.  We are reminded that we do not mourn as those who have no hope, but know that the 
joyous celebration of Christ’s resurrection awaits us. 
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THE HYMN  “Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle,” 454 

 

 

 

 

Text:Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (c. 530-609); tr. J. M. Neale (1818-1866), alt. FORTUNATUS NEW 
Tune: Carl Schalk (b. 1929). © 1967 Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 110017344. 

 
The Benediction is omitted, since this service is another part of the services in the Triduum 
Sacrum (Holy Three Days).  The service concludes tomorrow evening at The Great Vigil of 
Easter, as we begin our celebrations of Christ’s glorious resurrection.  The Benediction is not 
heard until the conclusion of the service on Easter, when the Triduum comes to its close. 

 

     

Please remain silent until you have left the Nave. 

You may stay for prayer and meditation as long as you wish. 


