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America Past and Present, AP* Edition, Ninth Edition
strives to achieve the shared goal of the previous edi-

tions: to present a clear, relevant, and balanced history of
the United States as an unfolding story of national develop-
ment, from the days of the earliest inhabitants to the present.
We emphasize the story because we strongly believe in the
value of historical narrative in providing a vivid sense of the
past. In each chapter, we seek to blend the excitement and
drama of the American experience with insights about the
social, economic, and cultural issues that underlie it.

What's New to This Edition
In this AP* edition, we have reviewed each chapter carefully
to take account of recent scholarly work, to offer new per-
spectives, and to sharpen the analysis and the prose. In
many cases, we have adopted the suggestions offered by
those who used the previous editions in their classrooms.

Throughout this AP* edition, as in previous editions, we
pay particular attention to the roles that women and minor-
ity groups have played in the development of American
society and the American nation. These people appear
throughout the text, not as witnesses to the historical narra-
tive but as principal actors in its evolution. New and expanded
material in this AP* edition includes the following:

■ Chapter 9 has a new section on urbanization.
■ Chapter 13 includes streamlined discussions and coverage

of expansionism and foreign policy.
■ Chapter 32 has been extended to include events of

George W. Bush’s second term, notably developments in the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the global financial crisis
that began in 2007, and the 2008 election of Barack Obama.

■ New section of AP* Prep tests for each chapter are
included at the end of the text to provide practice for the
AP* exam. The section also includes an introduction to
Document-Based Questions and practice DBQs.

Approach and Themes
As its title suggests, our book is a blend of the traditional
and the new. The strong narrative emphasis and chronolog-
ical organization are traditional; the incorporation of the
many fresh insights that historians have gained from social
sciences in the past quarter century is new. We have used
significant incidents and episodes to reflect the dilemmas,
the choices, and the decisions made by the people as well as
by their leaders. After discussion of the colonial period,
most of the chapters examine shorter time periods, usually

about a decade, permitting us to view major political and
public events as points of reference and orientation around
which social themes are integrated. This approach gives
unity and direction to the text.

In recounting the story of the American past, we see a
nation in flux. The early Africans and Europeans developed
complex agrarian folkways that blended Old World customs
and New World experiences; as cultural identities evolved,
the idea of political independence became more acceptable.
People who had been subjects of the British Crown created
a system of government that challenged later Americans to
work out the full implications of theories of social and eco-
nomic equality.

The growing sectional rift between the North and South,
revolving around divergent models of economic growth and
conflicting social values, culminated in civil war. In the post-
Civil War period, the development of a more industrialized
economy severely tested the values of an agrarian society,
engendering a populist reform movement. In the early twenti-
eth century, progressive reformers sought to infuse the indus-
trial order with social justice. World War I demonstrated the
extent of American power in the world. The Great Depression
and World War II tested the resiliency of the maturing
American nation. The Cold War ushered in an era of crises,
foreign and domestic, that revealed both the strengths and the
weaknesses of modern America. Although the Cold War
ended with the breakup of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s,
new threats to world peace in Africa, the Balkans, and the
Middle East, as well as attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, led to a general war on
terrorism, and specific wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, rather
than to a new era of peace and tranquility. The global financial
crisis that began in 2007 shook the American economy to its
foundations, causing many Americans, upon the 2008 elec-
tion of Barack Obama, to look to the historic example of
Franklin D. Roosevelt for guidance.

Our story of American history goes beyond the major
events that have helped to shape the nation—the wars
fought, the presidents elected, the legislation enacted, the
treaties signed. The impact of change on human lives adds a
vital dimension to our understanding of history. How did
the American Revolution affect the lives of ordinary citi-
zens? What was it like for both blacks and whites to live in a
plantation society? How did the shift from an agrarian to an
industrial economy affect both men and women? What
impact did technology, in the form of the automobile and
the computer, have on patterns of life in the twentieth cen-
tury? Our narrative explores these issues as well.

PREFACE
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Our commitment is not to any particular ideology or
point of view; rather, we hope to challenge our readers to
rediscover the fascination of the American past and reach
their own conclusions about its significance in their lives. At
the same time, we have not avoided controversial issues;
instead, we have tried to offer reasoned judgments on such
morally charged subjects as the nature of slavery and the
advent of nuclear weapons. We believe that while history
rarely repeats itself, the story of the American past is rele-
vant to the problems and dilemmas facing the nation today,
and we have therefore sought to emphasize themes and
ideas that continue to shape our national culture.

Structure and Features
The structure and features of the book are intended to stim-
ulate the AP* students’ interest and to reinforce learning.
An AP* correlation to the College Board’s new course
topic standards for United States History is provided on
pages xxviii–xxx. Each chapter begins with a vignette that
introduces the chapter themes and previews the topics to be
discussed. The chapter chronology serves as a summary of
the key events covered in the chapter. The feature essay in
each chapter offers an examination of a high-interest topic
related to the chapter’s themes and topics. Key terms, high-
lighted in boldface type in the chapter text, are defined in
context and in the end-of-text glossary. The AP* Practice
and Preparation section at the end of the text provides
AP* multiple-choice and DBQ practice tests.

Feature Essays
There are six entirely new Feature Essays in the ninth edi-
tion, as well as four additional Feature Essays that have been
refocused to emphasize aspects of environmental history.
The new essays are as follows:

■ Chapter 4, “Conquest By Other Means: The Pennsylvania
Walking Purchase”

■ Chapter 10,“Racial Identity in a White Man’s Democracy”
■ Chapter 12, “The War Against ‘Demon Drink’”
■ Chapter 22, “The Triangle Fire”
■ Chapter 28, “America Enters the Middle East”
■ Chapter 32, “The Battle of Seattle”

Each Feature Essay includes Questions for Discussion to
spark class discussion or to prompt writing assignments.

Law and Society Essays
Eight Law and Society essays appear in the text. New to this
edition is “Aaron Burr: The Vice-President Tried for
Treason” in Chapter 8. Each of these essays focuses on a sig-
nificant legal case or legal problem in American history and
includes a discussion of the background of the case,
excerpts from the trial transcript or other relevant primary
source material, and coverage of the case in the news media

of the period. The introductory section establishes the con-
text for the case and the concluding paragraphs of each
essay invite students to explore the legal contest from the
perspective of social and cultural historians. Discussion
questions are included to spark class discussion.

Past and Present Essays
Eight Past and Present essays appear in the text. Each of
these brief essays explores connections between an event,
phenomenon, or trend in its time period and a similar or
related event or phenomenon in a later period. These fea-
tures explore contrasts as well as similarities as they illumi-
nate connections between the past and the present. These
brief essays examine topics including immigration, reli-
gious discrimination, communication and travel technol-
ogy, philanthropy, government policy, and war strategy.

Visual Program
The full-color map program has been completely redesigned,
making this edition richer and more vibrant. The illustra-
tion program, bearing directly on the narrative, advances
and expands the themes, provides elaboration and contrast,
tells more of the story, and generally adds another dimen-
sion of learning.

Supplementary Reading Material
The following supplements are available for purchase.

Library of Biography Series
This series of biographies focuses on figures whose actions
and ideas significantly influenced the course of U.S. history.
Pocket-sized and brief, each book relates the life of its sub-
ject to the broader themes and developments of the times.
For more information about these titles, contact your local
Pearson sales representative.

Titles include:
Abigail Adams: A Revolutionary American Woman 
Samuel Adams: Radical Puritan
Hugo L. Black and the Dilemma of American Liberalism
Andrew Carnegie and the Rise of Big Business
Cesar Chavez and La Causa
Slave and Citizen: The Life of Frederick Douglass
Thomas Edison
Betty Friedan: The Personal Is Political
Emma Goldman: American Individualist
Sam Houston and the American Southwest
Anne Hutchinson: Puritan Prophet
Andrew Jackson and the Search for Vindication
Lyndon B. Johnson and the Transformation of American Politics
John F. Kennedy and a New Generation
Robert F. Kennedy and the Death of American Idealism
Abraham Lincoln and the Union
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Charles A. Lindbergh: Lone Eagle
Messiah of the Masses: Huey P. Long and the Great Depression
James Madison and the Creation of the American Republic 
John Marshall: Defender of the Constitution
Richard M. Nixon: An American Enigma
William Penn and the Quaker Legacy
James Polk and the Expansionist Impulse
Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of American Conservatism
Jackie Robinson and the American Dilemma
Eleanor Roosevelt: A Personal and Public Life
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the Making of Modern America
Sitting Bull and the Paradox of Lakota Nationhood
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MyHistoryLab™AP* is a state-of-the-art, comprehensive Web resource, organized according to the contents of America Past and Present,
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receive personalized study plans. MyHistoryLab™ offers numerous study aids, chapter review material, several hundred primary sources,
video clips, maps, map activities with quizzes, and AP* test prep practice. All student work can be tracked in the teacher’s online gradebook. This
comprehensive resource also includes a History Bookshelf with 100 of the most commonly assigned books and a History Toolkit with tutorials and
helpful links. Upon textbook purchase, students and teachers are granted access to MyHistoryLab™ as described above. Or, teachers can choose
to purchase the textbook with MyHistoryLab™ with Pearson eText.
High school teachers can obtain preview or adoption access for MyHistoryLab™ as described above (no eText).
Preview Access
• Ask your sales representative for a Preview Access Code Card (ISBN 0-13-111589-8).
Adoption Access
• Register online at www.PearsonSchool.com/Access_Request, using Option 2
OR
• Ask your sales representative for an Adoption Access Code Card (ISBN 0-13-034391-9).

Icons in the margins throughout the book identify additional materials on MyHistoryLab.com, Pearson’s premium website for U.S. history. Each
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AP* Test Prep Workbook Created specifically for the AP* Edition of America Past and Present, this student guide contains an overview of the AP* program and the
AP* U.S. History exam. It also provides test-taking strategies, correlations between key AP* test topics and the textbook, practice study
questions, guidelines for mastering multiple-choice and free-response questions, DBQs, and full practice tests. The tests are also included on
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Primary Sources:
Documents in U.S. History
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Primary Source:
Documents in 
U.S. History DVD 
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Longman American
History Atlas
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historical documents. 
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8.5 American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions pp. 237–239
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17 Populism and Progressivism 
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22.1 Wartime mobilization of the economy pp. 688–689

22.2 Urban migration and demographic changes pp. 689–692

22.3 Women, work, and family during the war pp. 690–692

22.4 Civil liberties and civil rights during wartime pp. 690–692 
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24 The 1950s 
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24.3 Consensus and conformity: suburbia and middle-class America pp. 727–730 

24.4 Social critics, nonconformists, and cultural rebels pp. 734–735

24.5 Impact of changes in science, technology, and medicine 

25 The Turbulent 1960s 
25.1 From the New Frontier to the Great Society pp. 751–753, 756–759

25.2 Expanding movements for civil rights pp. 753–755

25.3 Cold War confrontations: Asia, Latin America, and Europe pp. 748–749

25.4 Beginning of Détente pp. 777–778

25.5 The antiwar movement and the counterculture pp. 765–767

26 Politics and Economics at the End of the Twentieth Century 
26.1 The election of 1968 and the “Silent Majority” pp. 776–772, 778–779

26.2 Nixon’s challenges: Vietnam, China, Watergate pp. 777–780

26.3 Changes in the American economy: the energy crisis, deindustrialization, and the service economy pp. 781–784

26.4 The New Right and the Reagan revolution pp. 792–795

26.5 End of the Cold War p. 810

27 Society and Culture at the End of the Twentieth Century
27.1 Demographic changes: surge of immigration after 1965, Sunbelt migration, and the graying of America pp. 812–817

27.2 Revolutions in biotechnology, mass communication, and computers p. 783

27.3 Politics in a multicultural society pp. 812–817

28 The United States in the Post-Cold War World
28.1 Globalization and the American economy pp. 832–833

28.2 Unilateralism vs. multilateralism in foreign policy pp. 828–830

28.3 Domestic and foreign terrorism pp. 825, 828

28.4 Environmental issues in a global context pp. 783–784, 830
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