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Goal:  Write a topic sentence

In the hustle and bustle of everyday life, it is easy to overlook those who do so much for us.  On 
this day, take time to think of  those to whom you might want to show some gratitude.  Write an 
essay in which you explain how important these people are to your life.  Plan your essay below.
1. Brainstorm a list of five people for whom you are grateful for (try to think of someone who 
does things for you on a daily basis that you may take for granted).
2. How are these people important to your daily life?
3. What are some of the things they do for you?
4. How would your life be different if you had to do all of this for yourself?
5. Write a general statement about how some people are important to you but you often take 
them for granted.  This general statement will be your topic sentence.
Now you are ready to write your essay.  Start your essay with your topic sentence.  Support 
your topic sentence with facts, details, and examples.
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describing words: cranky ignorant aged
purple emerald lonesome

who or what? mountain ice cream life guard
reptile cabbage necklace

did what? switched sides read the roster loomed
searched for treasure turned to liquid

where? on basketball court in his hands
in the rearview mirror at the auction

when? she stopped for the night last night
after the owner died last fall

Try to write 2 different sentences.  Use some of the ideas from above.

1.

Which ideas did you use in your first sentence?  Circle them.

2.

Which ideas did you use in your second sentence?  Put a square around the ones you used.

Fill in the missing letters.  Write ei or ua.

g rding prot n eq l eq lity

w ghs n ghbor semiann l q ndary

How many grams are in 2 kilograms?

 grams 8 x 6 =  3 x 4 = 
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Goal:   Explain a quotation

"Necessity, who is the mother of invention."  --Plato (427 BC-347 BC)

How might the above quotation pertain to the invention of the safety pin?  Write an essay that 
explains the quotation above.  To help you get ready to write, plan your essay below.
1. Rewrite this quotation in your own words.
2. List five reasons why someone would have needed to have a safety pin.
3. How has the safety pin changed things?
Now you are ready to write your essay.
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Did you know that you don't always have to use the word chance in your writing?  Try to use different words for 

an overused word like chance.  It will make your work more fun for others to read.

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
P L U C K
R V
O G C E
S A A N
P M S T

D E S T I N Y E B U U
A C C I D E N T A L C L A R
L I K E L I H O O D T E L E

P R O B A B I L I T Y
F O R T U N EWrite the words found.

FORTUNE PROBABILITY

Now rewrite this without using the word chance.  Add one or two of your own sentences using some of the words 

you found in the word search.

You may not have your study hall tomorrow, and then you won't have a chance to finish your homework.

My favorite two words to use instead of chance are:

and

How many words do you think it takes to improve your writing?

Fifty.  That's 50!  There are about 50 overused words we often use in writing and conversations.

When you find yourself repeating, try something different.  It doesn't take much work to sound amazing!
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Goal:  Write a topic sentence

The month of September is designated as a time to help spread the word about childhood 
cancer.  Many people are unaware that childhood cancer is the leading, disease-related cause 
of death in children.  Write an essay explaining how awareness of childhood cancer can impact 
children diagnosed with cancer.  To help you think about the topic, answer the following 
questions.
1. Brainstorm a list of three things the public should know about childhood cancer.
2. List five things the public can do to help spread the word about childhood cancer.
3. Explain how this topic makes you feel.
4. How would your life be different if the cure for childhood cancer were found?
5. Write a general statement about how cancer affects your life.  This general statement will be 
your topic sentence.
Now you are ready to write your essay.  Start your essay with your topic sentence.  Support 
your topic sentence with facts, details, and examples.
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Uncover the Story Number 1 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Uncover the Story Number 2 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Which story did you decide to uncover?  Check one.

Uncover the Story Number 1 Uncover the Story Number 2

Best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

SECOND best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

Uncover the main character.  Give the main character a name.  Is the main character in the 

picture?
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Circle the best synonym for each word.  Hint: A dictionary might come in handy.

1. encircled encompass whiz enclosed abstain
2. figure willing amount children courageous
3. repress impersonate overpower praise frost
4. zero analysis rummage excel nothing
5. assumption canal humid indulge hypothesis
6. irons chains burst bewilder doubtless
7. folklore important gifted onward tradition
8. nice trivial universal aching elevation
9. fixed coveted flat allege prepared

10. produce create desperate union rounded
11. venom cancel shout juicy poison

12. permit meditate loathing let curve
13. shiver sunburned announce tremble budget
14. endorse devastate lag support prejudiced

Rewrite these in increasing order of length:

948 m,  818 km,  95 cm,  703 dm,  803 mm

What should replace the S in this equation?

S x 48 + 36 = 2724

What time is 16 hours after 
3:00 p.m.? 11 km = m 6 0 3

- 5 8 2

9,246 - 8,211 =  

Rose rolls a die.  What is the 
chance of her rolling a 4? 6 7

- 3 3
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