
 

7th Grade: Alexander the Great 
1 Grade, Subject(s) Integrated Learning Experience 

Title 
 

Unit 

 7th Social Studies Alexander the Great Tableau Ancient Greece 
 

Lesson Goals 
 

MA/CC Standards (ELA and subject) 
 

• MA SS  
7.31 Describe the rise of Alexander the Great and the spread of Greek culture. (H) 

 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.D 

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to  
capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

 
Students will know… (content) 
 

 
perspective 
how to create a tableau 
how to express perspective and emotion through a tableau 
the meaning of Hellenism 
how Alexander came to power and spread Greek culture 

 
Students will be able to…(skills) 
 

 
speak in the voice of another 
revise a poem 
read a poem fluently in front of an audience 
use prior knowledge to convey through dance the various attitudes and emotions of individuals 
impacted by empire expansion  

 
2 Assessments (note: include differentiation as needed) Rubrics / Exemplars / 

Expectations 
  

• Group Tableau 
• Conquering Writing (Individual) 

 
Tableau Rubric (see attached) 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/6/


 

3 Lesson Plan  
 

 Note – For students in grades 6 and up it might be beneficial for them to have multiple exposures to 
the Brain Dance (which they will participate in on day 2) prior to this unit to alleviate the challenges that 
may accompany the novelty of it (silliness, embarrassment, etc).  
 
Note – Prior to participating in this mini-unit students should already have an understanding of the 
Ancient Greek culture and the Mediterranean region at the time of Alexander’s power. Students should 
be familiar with the causes and consequences of empire expansion from multiple and opposing 
perspectives.  Attached is a reading (A Perspective of Alexander the Great) which gives a perspective 
of Alexander which contrasts with what is generally discussed by other materials when teaching 
Alexander the Great. 
 
Activities (Things to include: hook, student-centered activities, 21st 
Century skills, writing component, good work habits) 

Expectation
s 
(procedures, 
timing)  

Needs  
(people, 
space, 
materials) 
 

DAY 1: Introduction to Kinesthetic Learning  
 
Hook – What are some of the ways you are taught in school? (think of 
methods of both specific teachers and teachers in general) What methods 
of teaching/learning do you find to be most effective for your individual 
success? Students will think about their answers and then write their 
responses. While students are working circulate the classroom and read 
responses. Choose at least 3 students who to share who have identified 
different methods. Some answers might include:  Teacher lecture, reading 
about a topic and then answer questions, group or individual project, 
watch a movie/video about topic. 
 
First, have students share their responses with an area or table partner 
and then choose identified students to share and discuss with the whole 
class.  
 
Say: Students, today we are going to learn about Kinesthetic Learning and 
how it can help us gain a deeper understanding of what we are learning 
 
Who knows what Kinesthetic Learning is? Accept answers and then 
provide students with definition (a learning style in which learning takes 
place by the student carrying out a physical activity, rather than listening to 
a lecture or watching a demonstration) 
 
Based on the definition can anyone identify a response you wrote/heard 
which falls into the category of kinesthetic learning? 
 
Together we are going to read an article which discusses the impact of 
Kinesthetic learning on students. 
 
http://www.dirjournal.com/guides/why-kinesthetic-learning-really-works-in-
classrooms-today/ 
 
Read/discuss article as a class. Explain to students that after reading they 
will answer reflection questions for homework. Before reading, explain to 
students that the title is the author’s thesis statement and we will analyze 
the article to determine if the author proves the thesis statement.  

1 class 
period 
 
Students will 
understand 
what 
Kinesthetic 
Learning is 
and how it 
can impact 
student 
achievement
. 
 
 

1. 
Hook/DN 
response  
 
2. 
Kinestheti
c Learning 
Article  
(see note 
1) and 
article 
reflection 
questions 
 
3. Class 
discussion 
notes   
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_style
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning
http://www.dirjournal.com/guides/why-kinesthetic-learning-really-works-in-classrooms-today/
http://www.dirjournal.com/guides/why-kinesthetic-learning-really-works-in-classrooms-today/


 

 
If there is time in class have students begin questions independently. 
 
For homework students will re-read the article and then complete the 
reflections questions.   
 
DAY 2: Introduction to Movement and Dance 
 
Preparation for this class will include the teacher familiarizing him/herself 
the Brain Dance and with language of movement and dance. Read the 
Brain Dance Goetz Handout attached for a deeper understanding of the 
Brain Dance.  As stated before, ideally the students will have been pre-
exposed to the Brain Dance prior to this lesson.  
 
Begin class by reviewing Kinesthetic Learning article reflection questions 
responses and make sure students have an understanding of kinesthetic 
learning, 
 
Explain to students that we will be participating in activity called the Brain 
Dance. Stress to students the importance of everyone participating in a 
controlled and productive manner. Students should have a heightened 
awareness of their body, the people around them and the amount of space 
in their area and in the room.  
 
Before doing brain dance introduce important concepts/terms found on 
both the Brain Dance chart and the Dance Movement Resource Chart with 
the students. You should display both charts and review them with the 
students. 
 
Also incorporate a drum or another musical instrument as a way of 
supplementing your voice. For example, when you give a direction tell the 
students to begin after they hear the sound of the drum. 
 
Lead students in Brain Dance activity with relaxing mood music playing 
quietly in the background. Examples of the Brain Dance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0_wx1wV5Wo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GO5Vu_n2BLA 
The following example gives a description of all of the aspects of the Brain 
Dance 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7WA333jqAI 
 
After completing the Brain Dance explain the concept and importance of 
“freeze” as it relates to motion. Explain the difference between “freeze” 
and “stop”. When you freeze everything (movement, talking, etc becomes 
frozen in that moment. When you stop moving it is possible to continue 
talking and vice versa) 
 
Introduce the term Tableau to the students. A tableau is group of frozen 
shapes at a variety of levels and interrelated poses expressing a united 
theme.  
Ask students to restate the definition of Tableau. 
 
Put students into groups of 3 to 5. The goal will be for each group to create 
a Tableau (choose a topic they are all very familiar with: sports, the 
seasons, life cycles of a butterfly, causes of a historical event from a 
previous unit). Start with one student who can create whatever pose 

1 class 
period 
 
Students will 
learn about 
the 
language of 
dance and 
movement 
and 
participate in 
a brain 
dance 
activity. 
 
Students will 
learn what a 
tableau and 
how to 
create a 
tableau as a 
form of 
expression 
 
If you have 
a space 
larger than a 
traditional 
classroom 
(such as 
auditorium 
stage or 
gym) 
available for 
this class it 
is 
preferable.  
 
 

1. Class 
discussion 
notes 
(should be 
a 
continuati
on of the 
notes from 
the 
previous 
day) 
 
2. 
Relaxing 
music in 
the 
backgroun
d when 
doing the 
Brain 
Dance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0_wx1wV5Wo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GO5Vu_n2BLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7WA333jqAI


 

he/she would like at whichever level (high, medium, low). After that student 
is frozen in his/her shape the second student creates different shape at a 
different level but in relation (over, under, around) to the first student’s 
shape. Keep adding students at different levels doing different “frozen” 
shapes until every student involved in the particular tableau has created a 
shape. 
 
Once the model group is complete have students share observations of 
the tableau. These observations should be positive and helpful to the other 
students in creating their own tableau’s 
 
After a few observations have other groups create tableaus. In order to 
make a tableau the students will have to 
 
1.) Choose a topic (it might be better for the teacher to have the topics 
already chosen). Possible tableau topics: Life cycle of a butterfly, 
Seasons, Character traits of a novel protagonist/antagonist, sports, events 
of a time period in history. 
2.) Decide what pose and what level each group member will be in the 
tableau. 
3.) Be able to explain to the class your tableau and your specific pose 
within the tableau 
 
Walk around and assist groups in making their tableaus. Give feedback 
and suggestions. Remind students that they will responsible for sharing 
their tableau with the class. 
 
 
DAY 3:  Conquering Tableau 
 
Explain to students that they will be creating a tableau based on the 
perspective of an individual involved with Alexander the Great and the 
expansion of his empire. 
 
Review with students the elements of Tableau (Possible answers: Frozen 
picture/scene, same theme, different shapes/levels, interrelated poses)     
 
Review what students know about Alexander the Great 
 
Explain to students to create the tableau they will decided which 
perspective they would like to embody, either the conqueror (Alexander) or 
the conquered (ex: a citizen of Persia). 
 
The students will brainstorm terms which are related to the perspective of 
the conqueror or the conquered.  These terms should be words that not 
only describe concepts (freedom, oppression) but also emotion and 
feelings (fear, wonder) Review these terms as a class. 
 
After brainstorming and discussing the terms ask students who would 
some of the individuals be who are feeling these emotions. (Possible 
answers: A soldier in Alexander’s army, a child who has lost his/her home 
or family) 
 
Tell students the next step is to decide which perspective they are going to 
adopt in order to create their tableau – the conqueror or the conquered. 
They should they complete #1 on the Alexander of Macedonia Tableau 

1 class 
period 
 
Students will 
demonstrate 
their 
knowledge 
of the 
various 
personal 
perspectives 
of empire 
expansion 
through 
group 
Tableaus   
 
 

Tableau 
rubric 
 
Alexander 
of 
Macedoni
a Tableau 
worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

worksheet. 
 
Once students have chosen their position put students in groups of 4 or 5 
with others who have chosen the same position. Explain to students this is 
the group they will be performing their Tableau in and remind them of the 
tenets of productive group work (respect, cooperation, high effort).  
 
Handout the Tableau rubric and have each group review the rubric. After a 
few minutes ask if anyone has questions regarding the expectations 
outlined in the rubric? 
 
Emphasize that each member of the group must be prepared to share 
their part of the tableau. 
 
Explain to students that they will first work together to answer questions #2 
and #3 on the Alexander of Macedonia Tableau Worksheet and then begin 
creating the tableau. 
 
Walk around and assist groups in making their tableaus. Give feedback 
and suggestions. 
  

 DAY 4: Conquering Tableau Presentation 
 
Before allowing students to work on final preparations for their tableau; 
explain the writing assignment. Tell the students they will be completing 
the composition for HW.  Writing topic: In a well thought-out and written 
paragraph take the perspective of the individual you embodied in your 
tableau explain your actions, thoughts and emotions as you’re 
conquering/being conquered in a campaign of Alexander the Great.   
 
You may choose to add another day to this lesson and revise/edit the 
writing in class or you can use your normal revision process.  
   
Remind students that they will present their tableaus in class and as they 
are in final preparations to measure their tableau to the expectations of the 
rubric.  
 
Remind students they will speak in the tableau after they hear the drum 
give 3 beats. 
 
Present Tableaus to the class.  Select a group to go first.  Have them 
create their tableau in the front of the class. Beat the drum 3 times to 
signal the start of their tableau. Give appropriate time for each group to 
create tableau and then beat the drum to signal speaking sequence.  
Repeat this procedure for each group.   
 
Allow time for appropriate feedback from classmates.   
 

1 class 
period 
 
Finished 
product 
 

Tableau 
Rubric 
 
 

4 Presentation/Closing Activity/Project Rubrics / Exemplars / 
Expectations 

 Students perform tableau to class (and anyone else you want to invite)  
Conquering Writing Assignment 
 
 

Presentation Rubric (see 
attached) 
Writing Rubric (still in 
development) 

 



 

A Perspective of Alexander the Great  
 
St. Augustine in his book City of God restated Cicero’s parable showing that Alexander 
the Great was little more than a leader of a robber band (group of thieves): 
 
And so if justice is left out, what are kingdoms except great robber bands? For what are 
robber bands except little kingdoms? The band also is a group of men governed by the 
orders of a leader, bound by a social compact (idea that individuals give up some of their rights to a group or 

state), and its booty(treasure) is divided according to a law agreed upon. If by repeatedly 
adding desperate men this plague grows to the point where it holds territory and 
establishes a fixed seat(capitol), seizes cities and subdues people, then it more 
conspicuously(easily to see) assumes the name of kingdom, and this name is now openly 
granted to it, not for any subtraction of cupidity(greed), but by addition of impunity(exempt from 

punishment). For it was an elegant and true reply that was made to Alexander the Great by 
a certain pirate whom he had captured. When the king asked him what he was thinking 
of, that he should molest(harass/bother) the sea, he said with defiant independence: 'The 
same as you when you molest the world! Since I do this with a little ship I am called a 
pirate. You do it with a great fleet(army) and are called emperor'.[224] 
 
Rothbard, Murray. An Austrian Perspective on the History of Economic Thought. Ludwig 
von Mises Institute. p. 35. ISBN 9781610164771. 
 
What is the author’s perspective of Alexander the Great? What message is he 
presenting? How does this differ from what you have read in the past regarding 
Alexander? Does this change your opinion of him? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Augustine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great%23cite_note-224
http://books.google.com/books?id=MCcWhLmRo-cC&pg=PA35
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781610164771


 

 
 
  



 

 



 

 
Why Kinesthetic Learning Really Works in Classrooms Today 

Teacher Version – As you read with class ask/discuss embedded questions 

 
For more than eight years, I’ve taught troubled students. And 

unlike many teachers, I prefer these troubled teens and 

actively seek out teaching positions where I have a chance to 

interact with at-risk students. Working with such a diverse 

(What is the definition of diverse?)group of young people – many of whom would have dropped 

out of school if it were not for alternative high schools such as the one I work in now – has 

shown me exactly how effective kinesthetic learning can be. (What word in the previous 

sentences lets us know that the author is in support of KL?) 

Learning by Doing – How Simple Is That? 

Experts don’t get to be outstanding by listening to lecture. They don’t become brilliant scientists 

or psychologists by listening to someone drone on about certain practices and theories and then 

taking notes on the subject matter. Experts in every field became experts by doing something 

with information after they hear it. From World Cup soccer players to the top customer service 

employee at the local McDonalds, every expert is a model of kinesthetic learning. (Is there 

something you are an expert in because you have done it many times?) 

The premise behind kinesthetic learning is to gain knowledge through movement and action. At 

one end of the spectrum are the notes on jet propulsion. At the other end is the bottle rocket 

experiment where you have to calculate the propulsion based on any number of variables. 

While the typical learner can get information both ways, the information he sees and hears will 

never impact him the same way that the experiment will. Science has always lent itself to 

kinesthetic learning models, but all subject matter can be taught with a healthy bit of movement 

and activity. 

Today’s (Improved?) Learner 

The student arriving in a classroom today is a far cry from the students 

of a generation ago. Taking it back another generation – to the roots of 

many teachers who are now retiring – the differences in learners is 

phenomenal. Although there are significant differences in the students 

http://cdn.dirjournal.com/guides/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/songoffreedom.png
http://cdn.dirjournal.com/guides/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/mic.jpg


 

themselves, the biological basics of the generations are the same. Children haven’t become 

different people or been born with a healthy dose of lazy. There are more identified conditions, 

some with causes, some without, to contend with in the classroom, but we know far more about 

the ways students learn today than we did a generation or two ago. Not only do we know that 

kinesthetic learning models are better for students, we know why. 

 
Students are easily distracted – (As you read underline the reasons the author states for 

students to be more easily distracted.) Call it what you will, and you have plenty of acronyms to 

choose from. Today’s students are simply more preoccupied. Studies have shown that even 

television programs have sped up, flashing from one scene to another more quickly than they 

did a generation ago to keep the child’s brain engaged. When you compare fast-action 

television and video games to the far slower pace of school, it’s easy to see where it might be 

considered drudgery by the students who are trapped without any form of escape. 

 
Students expect entertainment – (As you read number the ways the author states students 

are entertained.)  Adults may gripe about students expecting to be entertained and not knowing 

the value of a solid education they have to work for, but if you think about it, we all expect to be 

entertained constantly throughout the day. Thanks to the same media formats students use, we 

all can watch movies, listen to music, update our walls or profiles and chat with friends over 

instant messengers or text even when we’re supposed to be working. If we ask students to 

forgo these elements of their lifestyles, it’s expected that teachers will need to work hard to keep 

student attention levels high. Teachers can cajole with entertainment much more easily than 

they can force through threat and punishment. 

Learning is more deeply rooted with kinesthetic learning Not only does project-based 

learning get students up and moving, it also cements the learning in their minds. With the huge 

amount of information available to us today, getting the important things to stick in the mind of 

the learner means that information must be highlighted and special. Taking those notes and 

turning them into a project or experiment is a sure-fire way to do exactly that. 

 
Kinesthetic learning teaches students to think – Hearing or reading something can give you 

something to think about, but even the best of us will most often just glean what we need and 

regurgitate it onto a test without rolling over the implications in our mind. A kinesthetic lesson on 

the same thing forces students to not only use information they read or heard, but it also makes 

them think about what is happening. Considering jobs are constantly being invented that we’ve 



 

never heard before, teaching students to think rather than recite or repeat is a far better life 

lesson looking into an indiscriminate future. (Why is it important that students think rather than 

just learn information?) 

The Ideal Learning Experience (After reading this section define the word ideal as the author 
uses it in the title of the section.) 

The impact of kinesthetic learning on teenagers and children can branch out to affect us all. If 

teenagers learning about acceleration better by practicing the formulas by racing cars down the 

school hallway, or improve their Shakespearean language by making their own parodies to 

perform in front of the class, what does this say about how adults should be learning? 

Is it enough to read about new material or listen to a lecture before taking a test? Some college 

degrees, especially online degrees, are based now exclusively on reading and listening to 

lecture – is that enough to ensure that an adult knows the subject matter? And more 

importantly, does kinesthetic learning through classrooms or their own experiences give others 

an expertise that you’re lacking?  Finally, when will a more effective learning model replace the 

outdated practices still used in educational systems today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Why Kinesthetic Learning Really Works in Classrooms Today 

 
For more than eight years, I’ve taught troubled students. And 

unlike many teachers, I prefer these troubled teens and 

actively seek out teaching positions where I have a chance to 

interact with at-risk students. Working with such a diverse 

group of young people – many of whom would have dropped out of school if it were not for 

alternative high schools such as the one I work in now – has shown me exactly how effective 

kinesthetic learning can be. 

Learning by Doing – How Simple Is That? 

Experts don’t get to be outstanding by listening to lecture. They don’t become brilliant scientists 

or psychologists by listening to someone drone on about certain practices and theories and then 

taking notes on the subject matter. Experts in every field became experts by doing something 

with information after they hear it. From World Cup soccer players to the top customer service 

employee at the local McDonalds, every expert is a model of kinesthetic learning. 

The premise behind kinesthetic learning is to gain knowledge through movement and action. At 

one end of the spectrum are the notes on jet propulsion. At the other end is the bottle rocket 

experiment where you have to calculate the propulsion based on any number of variables. 

While the typical learner can get information both ways, the information he sees and hears will 

never impact him the same way that the experiment will. Science has always lent itself to 

kinesthetic learning models, but all subject matter can be taught with a healthy bit of movement 

and activity. 

Today’s (Improved?) Learner 

The student arriving in a classroom today is a far cry from the students 

of a generation ago. Taking it back another generation – to the roots of 

many teachers who are now retiring – the differences in learners is 

phenomenal. Although there are significant differences in the students 

themselves, the biological basics of the generations are the same. Children haven’t become 

different people or been born with a healthy dose of lazy. There are more identified conditions, 

http://cdn.dirjournal.com/guides/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/songoffreedom.png
http://cdn.dirjournal.com/guides/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/mic.jpg


 

some with causes, some without, to contend with in the classroom, but we know far more about 

the ways students learn today than we did a generation or two ago. Not only do we know that 

kinesthetic learning models are better for students, we know why. 

 
Students are easily distracted –Call it what you will, and you have plenty of acronyms to 

choose from. Today’s students are simply more preoccupied. Studies have shown that even 

television programs have sped up, flashing from one scene to another more quickly than they 

did a generation ago to keep the child’s brain engaged. When you compare fast-action 

television and video games to the far slower pace of school, it’s easy to see where it might be 

considered drudgery by the students who are trapped without any form of escape. 

 
Students expect entertainment –Adults may gripe about students expecting to be entertained 

and not knowing the value of a solid education they have to work for, but if you think about it, we 

all expect to be entertained constantly throughout the day. Thanks to the same media formats 

students use, we all can watch movies, listen to music, update our walls or profiles and chat 

with friends over instant messengers or text even when we’re supposed to be working. If we ask 

students to forgo these elements of their lifestyles, it’s expected that teachers will need to work 

hard to keep student attention levels high. Teachers can cajole with entertainment much more 

easily than they can force through threat and punishment. 

Learning is more deeply rooted with kinesthetic learning –Not only does project-based 

learning get students up and moving, it also cements the learning in their minds. With the huge 

amount of information available to us today, getting the important things to stick in the mind of 

the learner means that information must be highlighted and special. Taking those notes and 

turning them into a project or experiment is a sure-fire way to do exactly that. 

 
Kinesthetic learning teaches students to think – Hearing or reading something can give you 

something to think about, but even the best of us will most often just glean what we need and 

regurgitate it onto a test without rolling over the implications in our mind. A kinesthetic lesson on 

the same thing forces students to not only use information they read or heard, but it also makes 

them think about what is happening. Considering jobs are constantly being invented that we’ve 

never heard before, teaching students to think rather than recite or repeat is a far better life 

lesson looking into an indiscriminate future.  

The Ideal Learning Experience  



 

The impact of kinesthetic learning on teenagers and children can branch out to affect us all. If 

teenagers learning about acceleration better by practicing the formulas by racing cars down the 

school hallway, or improve their Shakespearean language by making their own parodies to 

perform in front of the class, what does this say about how adults should be learning? 

Is it enough to read about new material or listen to a lecture before taking a test? Some college 

degrees, especially online degrees, are based now exclusively on reading and listening to 

lecture – is that enough to ensure that an adult knows the subject matter? And more 

importantly, does kinesthetic learning through classrooms or their own experiences give others 

an expertise that you’re lacking?  Finally, when will a more effective learning model replace the 

outdated practices still used in educational systems today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Why Kinesthetic Learning Really Works in Classrooms Today 
Reflection Questions 

 
CAF 
 
1.) In paragraph 2 what is the author’s definition of Kinesthetic Learning? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.) According to the author what is the main difference between students today and students in the 
past which has impacted learning?: 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.) What was the author’s intended message or purpose in using the word cement in 
line 50? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 



 

4.) What is your opinion? Does the author prove her thesis statement: “Why Kinesthetic 
Learning works in Classrooms Today”?  Provide at least two examples from the text to 
support your opinion.   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alexander of Macedonia Tableau 
 
We have been learning about Alexander of Macedonia an emperor who conquered many 
nations and people in Europe, Asia and Africa. There are many people affected when a 
nation conquers another.  
 
Do Now 
Brainstorm terms that represent the feelings, attitudes, emotions, etc. associated with 
conquering and exploration. Your terms should represent feelings associated with the 
perspectives of both those who are conquering and the conquered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. I am a (circle one) conqueror/conquered.  This means we  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Within your group decide which terms you are going to use to depict with movement.  
Then, each group member complete the following sentence as it relates to the 
perspective your group was assigned.  
 
 
I feel _________________________________ because _____________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 

Terms associated with Conquering and Exploration 

Example: Freedom (exploration)  

                 Oppression (conquering) 



 

 
2. Tableau Description  
 
Describe the tableau your group created. What do the movements depict?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Tableau Personal Statement 
 
While in your tableau what will you say to explain your thoughts, feelings, attitude about 
your topic?  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Conquering/Conquered Writing 
 
 
In a well thought-out and written paragraph take the perspective of the individual you embodied in 
your tableau explain your actions, thoughts and emotions as you’re conquering/being conquered 
in a campaign of Alexander the Great.   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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