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70 Years of 
service to the 
community
T

he Bethlehem Housing Authority is celebrating 70 
years of service to the community in 2009. In past 
issues of our newsletter, we have highlighted the 

many physical changes which have taken place since 
1939. None of the changes and improvements could 
have occurred without the fine stewardship provided 
by the leaders of public housing during that time. From 
the time of its inception, BHA has been governed by a 
board of commissioners, appointed by elected officials. 
In the early years, these appointments were made by 
the governor. For a long time now, all appointments are 
made by the Mayor of Bethlehem. Commissioners serve 
staggered five year terms and they serve at the will of the 
Mayor. In recent years, HUD has mandated that at least 
one board member be a current resident of public hous-
ing. Commissioners are not paid for their service. By the 
time you read this article, the BHA board will have met, 
as always, on the second Monday of every month some 
840 times since that first meeting back in 1939! Here is a 
listing of all of the men and women who have served the 
interests of the low-income community. s

liSt Of COmmiSSiOnerS:
 dAte APPOintmentS
4/26/38  John f. Stefko, Samuel e. 

fishburn, Wm. C. Bader, 
robert Pfeifle,  
Andrew W. litzenberger 

2/5/41  Colonel William r. Coyle, 
Weir Jepsen

5/26/41 merritt S. Kriedler
9/10/45 henri A. Bodder
1/14/46 George W. Sides
9/28/49 louis A. Villard
6/28/50 marvin m. Steyers
7/11/55 J. robert Judd
4/14/58  fred B. rooney
7/8/55    milton Greenberg
7/17/59  George A. Kotich
3/11/64  George J. desh
9/13/65  Charles G. Stehly
1/8/67    rev. frank flisser
6/14/71  timothy d. mead
9/13/71 robert f. Czopoth
9/17/73  William J. Werpehowski
4/8/74    Joseph Albanese
2/13/78   Victor m. Garcia,  

William l. Gorcsan,  
robert J. donchez

1/10/83  James J. mcCarthy
4/14/86 dolores W. Caskey
11/30/87 daniel harrigan
3/14/88  dr. leonard A. Wenzel
4/10/89  dr. mahlon h. hellerich
5/14/90  Sergia montz
8/11/94  *teresa negron
3/13/95  John C. Cornish
2/9/98    robert f. Czopoth
9/13/99  larry Kisslinger
8/10/01  * Barbara mcneely fains
11/13/01 regino Cora
3/11/02   eugene learn
11/01/02 Joseph long
3/8/04    david Sanders
1/11/05 *Paul reitmeir
1/8/07 iris linares
3/12/07 George Samuelson
4/21/09 *dorothy Saby

*resident Commis sionerCurrent commissioners include George Samuelson, Iris Linares, 

Chairman David Sanders, Dorothy Saby and Joseph Long.



FrOM THE  
ExEcutivE 
DirEctor

BreASt CAnCer 
AWAreneSS 

Grandmother’s, mother’s, Sister’s, 

Aunt’s, all have something in com

mon. they worry about their families. 

now it is time for all of us to encour

age these nurturers to take care of 

themselves. BhA has partnered with 

the YWCA of Bethlehem, to offer to 

women over 40 years of age, informa

tion on breast cancer awareness. 

this program includes a free mam

mogram, which will be offered by the 

Bethlehem health Bureau.

You will soon be receiving an invitation 

to attend an educational program, 

at our Community Building, which will 

involve refreshments, a raffle and 

most important, a free mammogram. 

We encourage women age 40 and 

older to get regular mammograms 

for early detection of breast cancer, 

when it is most curable. 

Monocacy ten-

ant Irma Soares 

finds that the new 

front-load wash-

ing machines are 

much easier for 

her to use. 

HAriE ScHolArSHip WinnEr 

iS A FAmiliAr FAcE

Each year, BHA students have 

op portunities to earn scholarship 

money. This year Danel Alvarado 

of Lynfield was awarded a 

$3,000 scholarship for tuition 

and books from BHA and his 

application was also forwarded to 

The Housing And redevelopment 

Insurance Exchange (HArIE), and 

he was chosen as recipient of 

their $1,000 cash award. Our 

congratulations once again go to Danel, who was competing with 

 students from across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

First tee pArticipAnts 
Attend U.s. WomAn’s open

By robbie robinson

On July 7th, Tom Fenstermacher and Hector Alvarez joined me as we took sixteen of our 
golf program participants to the U.S. Woman’s Open golf tournament, which was held 
here in Bethlehem. The kids had a great time interacting with the pros and they were very 

impressed by the beautiful Saucon Valley Country Club, to say the least. There was also an oppor-
tunity to attend an event called “Celebration of Women in Sports”, presented by the Women’s 
Sports Foundation. Special speakers were on hand and the kids had a chance to meet the stars and 
get autographs. From there it was on to the Kid’s Café for lunch. The day also included time at the 
driving range where we were able to see the lady golfers demonstrate their considerable skills. My 
thanks go to the law firm of Fitzpatrick, Lentz & Bubba and to my contact at the firm Laurie Teeter 
for all of their help in putting this together. s



 

millie mAtOS

At Monocacy Tower the new 

 tenant council has reinstituted 

“hot dog day” each thursday. 

Stop down any thursday during 

the noon hour for a tasty treat. 

We have recently partnered 

with lehigh university on 

what they call their “Global 

Citizenship” program. When 

it’s up and running this fall, a 

group of freshmen will be on 

hand working one on one with 

 residents of the litzenberger 

house with a goal of building 

mutual trust, finding key points 

where students and residents 

can interact, and of course, 

 provide service. 

My lease tip for this issue 

involves “late Charges”. Save 

yourself these charges by 

remembering that a $15.00 

charge is assessed for rent paid 

after the fifth day of the month. 

Also, your rent will be consid

ered unpaid when a check is 

returned at nSf. if you ever 

have any questions about this 

topic or any others, contact 

ChOO at 6108658352. s

On August 15th, the staff 

gathered at Dankeplatz 

 during Musikfest for what 

has become an annual event. 

The Musikfest Luncheon is a 

great opportunity for the staff 

to gather in an informal set-

ting and enjoy a nice lunch in 

festive surroundings. The staff 

and commis sioners enjoyed the 

Mexican-themed food and the 

camaraderie.



FiElD DAy 

This year, we held our Field Day on August 

15th. The theme was a celebration of BHA’s 

70th anniversary. As the pictures indicate, a 

great time was had by all. Many thanks go out 

to all sponsors and volunteers.



Curt KiChline

As the busy summer season 

draws to a close, i can provide 

this update. Marvine recon

struction continues for 36 

 apartments. Storm window instal

lation at Lynfield is complete, as 

is window replacement at 

Parkridge. Work on the new 

roofs is done at Fairmount. 

energy Per formance Contract 

work moves ahead in all develop

ments. One of the more obvious 

jobs is the extensive insulation at 

Pembroke. Workers are remov

ing bricks in strategic areas and 

introducing insulation between 

wall cavities. this should have a 

dramatic effect on resident com

fort and on energy costs. s

BHA scHolArsHip progrAm

Q
uite a 
few years 
ago, the 

Bethlehem 
Housing 
Authority 
 commissioners 
and executive 
director had 
an idea for 
some money 
they wished 
to invest. 
Following a 
 discussion it 
was decided 
that the money 
would be set 
aside to be used to provide educational scholarships for BHA residents. The money has grown 
and a scholarship com mittee has annually awarded money to deserving students who reside in 
public housing here in Bethlehem. “We gladly continue this proud tradition of helping young 
people to achieve the goal of higher education”, said chairman David Sanders recently. At the 
May board  meeting, three young people received their BHA scholarships. They are Marvel 
Merejo, Jessica Santana and Danel Alvarado. Pictured here at the July meeting re ceiving 
Eighth Grade scholarship awards are twin sisters Shantelle and Siani Jeffries. With the young 
ladies are Committee members BHA vice chair Iris Linares (right) and Helen Jarinko (left). 
If you would like more information about the BHA scholarship program, contact Helen 
Jarinko at 610-865-8312. s

Northampton Community College’s Center for Adult Literacy & Basic 

Workforce Development held its annual celebration of achievement on 

June 18, 2009 at the Northeast Middle School auditorium. The Center 

offers basic education and GED preparation classes for people seeking to 

further their education and improve the quality of their lives. Three BHA 

residents who participate in the NCC-sponsored Learning Program at 

Bartholomew House were among those receiving certificates. They are 

Philomena Fritchman, Karen Petrill and Anastasia Polenchar.

Once again this season, Monocacy, Bartholomew and Bodder residents had 

the good fortune of receiving fresh fruit, vegetables and eggs from Baarda 

Farms. Here, Monocacy residents peruse the selection during the “Veggie 

Van’s” June visit. 



AdminiStrAtiOn
Clara A. Kendy,  
Executive Director

Helen Jarinko,  
Executive Secretary

Mark Iampietro,  
Deputy Director

Eugene Gonzalez,  
Deputy Director

BOArd Of 
COmmiSSiOnerS
David Sanders 
Chairman

Iris Linares 
Vice Chairman

Joseph Long
George Samuelson
Dorothy Saby 
Resident Commissioner

IMPOrTANT PHONE NuMBErS
Central Office .................................................................................................................................. 610-865-8300

Central Highrise Operations Office (CHOO) Litzenberger, Bodder,  
Bartholomew and Monocacy Towers .......................................................................................... 610-865-8352 
 OR 610-865-8353

Central Family Development Office Pembroke, Marvine, Fairmount,  
Pfeifle, Lynfield and Parkridge ..................................................................................................... 610-865-8342 
 OR 610-865-8343

Maintenance .................................................................................................................................... 610-865-8319

Bethlehem housing Authority
645 main Street
Bethlehem, PA 180183899
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mArK YOur CAlendAr  
SO YOu dOn’t  

miSS Out On theSe 
meetinGS  

And ACtiVitieS!

Nov. 9 ................... Board Meeting, 4:30 p.m.,  
Monocacy Tower

Nov. 11 ................. Office closed for Veterans Day
Nov. 12 .................  Resident Advisory Board Annual 

Meeting
Nov. 26-27 ........... Office closed for Thanksgiving
Dec. 14 .................  Board Meeting, 4:30 p.m.,  

Monocacy Tower
Dec. 25-28............ Office closed for Christmas 


