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Background Information  

 8000 postcard images of Korea from the first half of 

the 20th century 
 

 Popularity drove postcard industry development 
 

 Postcard Collection captures major buildings, scenic 

places, portraits and cultural activities  
 

 Valuable for its visual images of the cultural, industrial 

and technological aspects of Korea especially for 

1910-1945 
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Postcards Publishers: 

 Started with government postcards (관제엽서 官製葉書) 
 

 With Japan’s new Postal Service Act in 1900, private 
publishers such as bookstores, department stores, 
organizations, photo studios, and restaurants emerged  

  

Postcards Production Date:  

 In many cases the exact production date cannot be 
identified because there is no information on the back 

 

 Assumed dates are based on the natural topography of  
streets and buildings  
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http://endic.naver.com/krenEntry.nhn?entryId=3b81f25d59314b1a9b7cca8ae5de49e7&query=%EA%B4%80%EC%A0%9C+%EC%97%BD%EC%84%9C


 

There are 3 sub-collections : 
 

  Busan Museum Collection (3726)  

  Saga Prefecture Nagoya Castle Museum Collection (2653) 

  Other images in 日本地理風俗大系 & 日本地理大系 (1470)  
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교사와 학생 1900-1906 / A teacher and students   
佐賀縣立名護屋城博物館 (Saga Prefectural Nagoya Castle Museum, Japan) 
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(朝鮮名所)京城龍山漢江採氷ノ実況 1918-1933 / An ice cutting scene, Han River 
佐賀縣立名護屋城博物館 (Saga Prefectural Nagoya Castle Museum, Japan) 
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(朝鮮風俗) 嫁入の飾付 / A bride and Wedding decoration  

부산박물관 (Busan Museum, Korea) 
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朝鮮總督府圖書館, 京城中學校, 京城帝國大學校豫科..( 조선총독부 외)  

부산박물관 (Busan Museum, Korea) 
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光武十一年七月十九日讓位 / 한국의 신구(新舊) 황제 

Abdication commemoration 부산박물관 (Busan Museum, Korea) 
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Collaborative Activities 
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 The postcard image collection was 
originally created to be published in 
books 

 

a)     사진엽서로 보는 근대풍경 v. 1- 8 v. (2009)  

b)     近代朝鮮半島繪葉書 v. 1- 7 (will publish soon)  

c)     韓國近代民俗・人類學資料大系 朝鮮篇 v. 33-35 

 

 2008: Minsokwon started to create raw 
images collection in Japan and Korea 

 

 Only 7 institutions hold this postcard 
image collection 

 

 Only Korean meta was available  
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 Collaborative work  

Creating 1) Korean Romanization & 2) English Keyword Search 

terms for all 8000 postcards 

 

 Meta Development: 7 institutions participated 

Harvard University, Columbia University, Duke University, 

University of Michigan, University of Toronto, UCLA and 

University of Chicago  
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 How can we help UChicago Library users 

 effectively use this postcard image 

 collection? 
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Challenges 
 

 Size is too huge for a single image collection  

 Copyright issues vs Open access policy for  

digital collections at UChicago Library  
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Resulting Collaborative Activities 
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LUNA / Visual Resources Center 

 UChicago Teaching resource 

of more than 200,000 digital 

images  

 Also used by the Art History 

Department  

 Postcard images collection is 

one of 16 licensed image 

collections 

 Search, manipulate, recreate 

or export all images 



Digitization to Luna 
 

 

 First batch: Each image was uploaded. Sometimes 

the Korean or Hancha script was broken during 

this process 

 Second batch: Global update was possible with 

only minor issues during uploading   

 Third batch: Smooth transition for uploading. Active 

participation by both VRC and the library  
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Final Comment 
 

 

 It has been a meaningful journey from acquiring 

the postcard image collection to making it available 

to our library users  
 

 During the process, librarians expanded our roles 

from traditional work to overcome several 

challenges and make this great source available 
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Thank you 
jeeyoungpark@uchicago.edu 

 


