
NAME   

MAIDEN NAME  CLASS

ADDRESS  

PHONE   EMAIL 

 Change of address             Add / change email             Other

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF OUR OFFICE, MAINTAINING OUR DATABASE OF OVER 

20,000 ADDRESSES, TIGER TRACKS NEWSLETTER AND GRANT PROGRAM. 

$   Amount Enclosed

We are a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization. Please make checks 
payable to AMHERST CENTRAL ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC. 

We thank you for your generous support!

Comments/Suggestions regarding the 85th Anniversary Celebration, 
continuing these all class reunions every 5 years, and any other 

comments regarding the Alumni Foundation:

   I am interested in becoming a Board Member

   I am interested in becoming a Class Director

   I am interested in making a gift to the Amherst

   Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. through my will.

Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc.
4301 MAIN STREET AMHERST NY 14226

716-362-8259
www.amherstalumni.org

 email: alumni@amherstschools.org
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85TH ANNIVERSARY
  AND  

 ALL CLASS REUNION
JULY 23RD – JULY 25TH 2015



  Dedication 

We lost a good friend and board member 
of the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation 
a few months ago when Robert W. Laskie 
passed away on March 4, 2015.

Robert W. Laskie loved both of his alma maters, Amherst Central High 
School and Buffalo State College. Lucky for Bob, as a loyal alum, he never 
had to change his school mascot or colors. Bob always rooted for the tiger 
team in orange & black.

It is impossible to acknowledge adequately the devotion of energy, time and 
spirit that Bob Laskie gave to ACAF, Inc. In 1975, Bob was named a charter 
member of the Board of Directors of the Amherst Loyalty Fund, which would 
in 1987 become the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. A main reason 
for the significant financial growth over that period stemmed from a very 
successful 50th Reunion of Amherst High School. Bob was the Co-Chair of 
the “Golden” Anniversary, which saw more than 1400 Amherst alums return 
for an “All Class” Reunion.

Throughout his more than fifty years of volunteer service to Amherst, Bob 
held a variety of leadership roles, served on virtually every committee and 
participated in all fundraising projects. He was a Past President of ACAF, 
Inc. and a key member of the steering committee for the new HS Track. Bob 
co-chaired each Educator Emeritus event and served for all 13 years on the 
alumni golf committee. He was a Class Director for 1958 and worked on 
their class reunions. When the Amherst Alumni Chorale became a reality in 
2013, no one was more thrilled than Bob to return to his musical roots in 
Room #602 at the High School.

It will be hard to imagine the Amherst Alumni Foundation without Bob 
Laskie’s enthusiastic involvement. This year’s 14th Annual Golf Classic on 
July 23rd will be dedicated to the memory of Robert W. Laskie ’58.  

by Ellen Marshall ‘69

Robert W. Laskie ‘58
July 26, 1940  –  March 4, 2015

AMHERST
CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

ALMA MATER

CHORUS:

‘Neath your towers facing northward,
We shall always be,

Ever faithful, Alma Mater,
To thy memory.

Voices hymn thy valiant praises
Hearts thy halls enshrine:
May our loyalty unceasing

Amherst, e’er be thine.

When we leave thy halls of learning,
Paths of life to stray;

May your guidance never ending
Light us on our way.

G. Murray  ‘39

Rehearsals begin September 14, 2015 in room 602!  Please contact the Alumni 
office if you plan to join us: alumni@amherstschools.org or (716) 362-8259
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CHERRY TREE
Lost and FoundSusan Cherry Redino ‘75

Full Service Interior Design
457 Ruskin Rd.
Amherst, NY 14226
716-837-1226 / 481-3608

Boutique by appointment
Hand crafted gifts & fl orals

JEREMY M. JACOBS ‘58

MAREK FLUDZINSKI ‘73
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THANK YOU SPONSORS
HONOR SOCIETY    $1500 +
Aesthetics Associates Centre
Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr ‘75 & Dr. Todd Shatkin ‘83

The Amherst Appeal

Dengler, Roberts, Perna Funeral Homes
Daniel Dengler ’74, John Dengler ’82, Jean Dengler ‘79

Insty-Prints Cheektowaga
Dick ‘ 72  & Joyce (Steeg) DeLong ‘73

Northtown Automotive Companies

Cushman & Wakefield / Pyramid Brokerage Company
David Schiller, SIOR ’70

VARSITY     $500-$1499
Tres Aurae Spa; Tom Brown, ’66; Bill Ehmann ’66; Marek Fludzinski ‘73; 
Tom Hazelet ’81; Jeremy Jacobs ’58, Delaware North Companies; M&T 
Charitable Foundation; Stephen Nicholson, Nicholson Group – in memory 
of Roger Nicolson ‘53; Dr. Benjamin Oppenheimer ’96, Concierge Dental; 
Elaine Alessi Ramesh ’80, Ladas & Parry LLP; Susan Cherry Redino ’75, 
Cherrytree Lost and Found

JUNIOR VARSITY    $250-$499
Virginia Coon ’60; Susan Fretz ’73; Gail Engasser Park ‘70; 
Joseph Podgorski, Retired Staff; Robert Schiller ’77;   

ALUMNI   $100-$249
Terri Brennan Campbell ’73;  Stephen Epstein ’56; Kim Gearhart ’75- in memory of 
Debbie Buergin; Katherine Geotzmann ’52; Patricia Hoffmann ’65; Marilyn Rohl ’70; 
Theodore Steeg, Jr. ‘71; SI Services

PATRON   $50-$99
Jim Antes, staff; Don Alan Croll ’65; Edward Henderson ’68; 
Stephen Igelhart ‘59; Margaret Linkowski ‘71

Please be advised that we will be taking photographs throughout the weekend activities and these 
photos may appear on our Amherst Central Alumni Foundation website or our Facebook Page.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, JULY 23
14th Annual Alumni Golf Outing Glen Oak Golf Course

chair – Lynn Wardour ‘60

10 am   |   Registration

11 am   |   Lunch

12 noon   |   Shotgun Start

4 pm   |   Cocktails, Dinner, Awards, Raffles and Auction

Participants play 18 holes of golf before relaxing with friends, faculty, and 
former classmates under a patio awning to enjoy cocktails and dinner. 
There are awards, prizes and fabulous auction items.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
Back to school activities 

chair – ELLEn MarshaLL ‘69

11 am – 2 pm

Tours of the High School - A popular day- time event  for all class reunions. 
Self-guided with persons stationed around the school for questions 
and directions. Make sure you stop in to the Amherst Central Alumni 
Foundation Office (Room 103) to view  our extensive memorabilia, update 
your information, make a donation or just say hello. Amherst Central 
Alumni Foundation Board of Directors will be available for questions on 
our activities and programs. We also have extra copies of yearbooks for 
sale if you lost yours or would like another copy. Flashdrives of yearbooks 
by decade will also be available for sale. 

noon – 3 pm   |   Choral Reading in Theodore Masterson Auditorium 
chair – John robErts ‘64 

Alumni will gather to sight read through about 40 sacred and secular 
pieces, including music from past operettas performed at Amherst.  There 
has been one constant on the Alumni director’s team since our inception. 
Walter Reitz has graced us with his skills at every event and at 93 he is 
raring to go this year! The current choral director, Mr. Justin Pomietlarz will 
also participate! Free to those who just want to listen!

Light lunch included
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I am lucky to have attended such a great High 
School, and am proud to be an Alumnus.   

Thank you ACHS and faculty for helping to 
shape me personally and professionally.

ROB SCHILLER ‘77

STEPHEN NICHOLSON, NICHOLSON GROUP

in memory of
ROGER NICOLSON ‘53

RICHARD DELONG ‘72 AND JOYCE (STEEG) DELONG ‘73
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LOOSE DENTURES?

ARE YOU TIRED OF 

OR

MISSING TEETH

CALL (716) 418-7272 TO SCHEDULE  
A FREE EVALUATION

Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS Class of 1996

33 Melrose Road • Williamsville, NY
                 www.conciergedentalgroup.com

Mini Dental Implants – an affordable and virtually painless solution to replace 
missing teeth or to secure loose, uncomfortable dentures.

We offer complimentary x-rays, senior discounts, 0% financing for 24 months,  
and the confidence to smile again.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

300 W Adams, Suite 840  Chicago, IL 60606
+1-312-882-1193

eramesh@fleneriplaw.com

ELAINE M. RAMESH, PHD, JD

PARTNER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

300 W Adams, Suite 840
Chicago, IL 60606

312.882.1193
zflener@fleneriplaw.com

Flener IP Law
ZAREEFA BURKI FLENER 

Principal 

Happy 85th ACHS
from the Class of 1966

TOM & CHRISTINE (ANDERSON) BROWN

716-GR8-SKIN
www.spabuffalo.com

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. 
CLASS OF ‘75

5195 Main Street
Wyndham Garden Hotel
Williamsville, NY 14221
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SATURDAY, JULY 25

9 am   |   Groundbreaking for Veterans Ridge 
chair – MariLyn rohL ‘70 & Larry ross ‘72

The official groundbreaking ceremony for a permanent Veteran’s 
memorial on the grounds of the high school

10 a m   –  2 pm   |   Wheels of Progress  Downtown Buffalo Tour 
chair – susan hEns sMith ‘74 & tErri brEnnan caMpbELL ‘73

Preservation Buffalo Niagara docents will be guiding us on a bus 
tour of downtown Buffalo. If you have not been back to Buffalo in 
the last few years you will be amazed at all the changes. Some of 
the highlights and stops tentatively scheduled are Harbor Place, 
Canalside, Larkinville, Riverbend, Medical Campus, Silo City, the 
Light-house among others – Box lunch included. 
The bus will leave and return from the Berryman Dr. parking lot. 
Please arrive 15 minutes before the 10 am departure time so we 
can check everyone in and board the bus. 

7   –  10 pm   |   Cocktail Party
chair – Lynn phiLLips raMsEy ‘79

85th Anniversary and All-Class Reunion
Cocktail Party with Food Stations

Daemen College Wick Center 
4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226 

$35 per person/cash bar, plenty of free parking available. 

7   –  8 pm   |   Hot & Cold Appetizer Stations

8  –  9 pm   |   Food Stations (Salad, Pasta, Beef on Weck)

9  –  10 pm   |   Gourmet Coffee Station and Dessert

 A DVD presentation with hundreds of photos set to music 
from different decades will be showing on various screens and 
a memorabilia table set up so be prepared to take a trip down 
memory lane!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
“Scramble”

10 am   |   Registration

11 am   |   Lunch
Raffles, silent auction and wine pull open

12 noon   |   Shotgun Start

4  –  6 pm   |   Cocktails, Dinner, Awards, Raffles, Wine Pull and Auctions

Range will be open one hour prior to start  11 am  –  1 2 noon

Don’t forget to purchase Mulligans & Raffle Tickets 
during registration & on patio after golf

Individual Mulligans  –  $ 5  limit 4

Raffle Tickets

 $ 1  each, 6  for $ 5 ,  1 5  for $ 1 0 ,  3 5  for $ 2 0
Raffle items will be on display during registration & after golf

Members of this year’s Alumni Golf Classic Committee 
welcome you and thank you for supporting this event!

Lynn Wardour ’60
Chairman

Bill Ehmann ’66

James Gallery  ‘69

Ellen Marshall  ‘69

Susan Fretz ‘73

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ‘79

Diane Alessi Phelps ‘81

John Dengler ‘82

Master Card/Visa, Checks and Cash Accepted Today

 14th Annual 
Alumni Golf Classic

Thursday, July 23, 2015
Glen Oak Golf Course   |   East Amherst, NY
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REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS IN WESTERN & UPSTATE NEW YORK

David L. Schiller, SIOR ‘70

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CONGRATULATIONS AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL 
CELEBRATING 85 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE! 

Daniel J. Dengler, Class of 1974, Funeral Director 
John S. Dengler, Class of 1982, Funeral Director 

Jean Cain Dengler, Class of 1979 
 

 
 

 
 

MAKE PLANS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF A LIFE 
                     The Celebration of your Life should reflect what’s important to you. 

                              Advanced Planning provides the opportunity to detail your wishes. 
                                      Contact us today to receive a FREE Personal Planning Guide. 
                                                                            www.denglerrobertspernafuneral.com 

 

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA FUNERAL HOMES 
AMHERST  •   EAST AMHERST  •  WILLIAMSVILLE  •  KENMORE   

716.636.1111 
FUNERALS   •  CREMATIONS  •  PRENEED ARRANGEMENTS 

 
 
 

 
 

“Your trusted commercial real estate advisor”

www.realestatesolutions.com
p 716-200-0151      e  dschiller@pyramidbrokerage.com
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PROMASTER

Wherever you go in Western NewYork, it goes without saying that Northtown is part of it. 
We work here. We play here. We live here. We take pride in our community and support it in many 
ways. With 18 brands and 7 locations, we are committed to serving you our customers and neighbors 
today and tomorrow to the nth degree.

The Amherst Appeal
Northtown Center at Amherst
Central Amherst Little League

Kaleida Health
Upstate New York Transplant Services

Buffalo Sabres
Buffalo Bills

communityn

PROMASTER

We proudly support The Amherst Appeal. 
Please visit www.amherstappeal.org for more information.

Wherever you go in Western NewYork, it goes without saying that Northtown 
is part of it. We work here. We play here. We live here. We take pride in our community 
and support it in many ways. With 18 brands and 7 locations, we are committed to serving 
you our customers and neighbors today and tomorrow to the nth degree.

Amherst Appealn

DR. SAMUEL SHATKIN ‘75

DR. TODD SHATKIN ’83
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TOURNAMENT CONTESTS

Overall Best Score
Varsity/Student Golfer

Overall Best Team Score
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place

Closest to the Pin Contest
LADIES: #2   |   MEN:  #8, #12 & #15

Longest Drive Contest
LADIES: #4   |   MEN: #13

RAFFLES, SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION

LIVE AUCTION PROCEDURE

Complete name and address on 3x5 card runner gives to you.

Tax receipt for any bid over value of item.

Runner will meet you at checkout with your prize!

Most of all- have fun and remember this fundraiser benefits 
our students in the Amherst Central School District through 
the grant program!

Thank you for participating and congratulations on any wins!

 14th Annual 
Alumni Golf Classic

Thursday, July 23, 2015
Glen Oak Golf Course   |   East Amherst, NY
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THANK YOU GOLF DONORS
Our event would not be successful without the 

generosity of local businesses and friends of Amherst 
who care about community and education. Thank you 

to the following who donated to our Golf Outing.

Please spend your dollars locally and support our generous donors:

Adam’s Rib
Patty & Mohn 
Macaluso 

Aesthetic Associates Centre 

Applebee’s
John Perry  |  T.L. Cannon Management Corp.

The Amherst Bee 

Anderson’s

Bing’s Restaurant

Bocce Club Pizza

Break ‘N Eggs Creperie
Robert Sweeney ‘87

Brioso

Brunner’s Tavern

Bruno’s Pizzeria

Buffalo Bills

Buffalo Bisons

Buffalo Sabres

Buffalo Zoo
Katie Jordan ‘04

Buffalo ComedySportz 

Carmines Restaurant

Charlie The Butcher

Creekview Restaurant

Dairy Queen
Harlem Road  |  Billy Roesch ’81

Daemen College

The Eagle House

First Niagara Bank

Flowers By Johnny

Franco’s Pizza

Glen Oak Golf Course

Glen Park Tavern

Great Lakes Restaurants Management, LLC

Leonardi’s Pizza

Loughran’s Restaurant
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AMHERST
APPEAL

Strong Schools Create a Strong Community.

• Areas of Greatest  Need
• Academics, Arts, Athletics
• Buildings and  Grounds
• Faculty & Staff
• Field Trips 
• Libraries & Technology

Supporting

PLEASE GIVE!
www.AmherstAppeal.org

PLEASE MAKE ALL DONATIONS PAYABLE TO: 

AMHERST CENTRAL ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC.
 4301 Main Street  •  Amherst, New York 14226  •  716.362.8259 

 

DONATE ONLINE @ www.amherstsappeal.org

Academics Arts Athletics
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THANK YOU GOLF DONORS

Maid of the Mist
Christopher Glynn and Michelle Blackley

Mt. Calvary Cemetery

Nails Naturally 

Natalie’s Mediterranean Eatery

Red Coach Inn 

Salvatore’s Italian Gardens

Savor
at the Culinary Institute

Tim Horton’s
David Beaton

Trés Auraé Spa

Turning Heads Salon
Mario Coseglia

Wheatberry Bake Shop

WNY Boot Camp
Jonathan Sandberg

The Wyndham Garden Hotel

Ziggy’s Tacos Subs

(continued)

Disclaimer: This compilation was current at time of printing of this program. 
Thank you for those additional donations received after printing.

Virginia Coon ’60

John Dengler ’82

Bill Ehmann ‘66

Wendy Dengler Glauber ‘86

Susan Hens Smith ’74

Kathy Hens-Zuppa ‘78

Greg Pigeon
Principal, ACHS

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ’79

Susan Cherry Redino ‘75

Marilyn Rohl ’70 

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. ’75

Susan Hens Smith ’74

Sheila Conley Walsh ‘79
Independent Silpada Designs  Rep

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77
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HIstory
of Amherst Central HIgh School

Happy 85thBirthday!

It is the year 2015 and Amherst Central High School has been in existence for 85 years and has served the 
community proudly since 1930.   The earliest mention of a school in what is now Snyder occurred in 1813 and in 
Eggertsville in 1820.   As the population grew and the area took on a suburban, middle class character, the need 
for newer schools and secondary schooling became apparent.  In 1924, Harlem Road School and Eggert Road 
School were built.  Since these schools were only elementary grades, high school students attended Williamsville 
High School, Bennett High School, or Neumann High School on a tuition-paying basis.  However, in 1928, the 
Buffalo Board of Education precipitated a crisis by refusing to enroll any new suburban students in city high 
schools.  The Eggertsville #13 and Snyder #18 boards joined forces to form the Central High School District No. 
1 approved on April 2, 1929.  After the Town of Amherst acquired state aid, on July 12th, citizens approved the 
purchase of the 20-acre Pomroy Property, the future site of Amherst Central High School.

On February 22, 1930 the laying of the cornerstone and the hiring of the first principal, 
Philip A. Schweickhard, took place.  The school opened in September with 25 classrooms.  
The original building consisted of the girl’s gym, main hall, and the auditorium, but 
future construction was planned for the side halls, which were finished in 1936. The first 
graduation of 49 seniors took place on June 23, 1933 in the school auditorium.  

By 1948 the alleviation of shortages in materials started a building boom in Amherst 
and adjoining communities.  Enrollment at the high school grew and peaked in 1949 at 
1507.  Additions of a new gym and a music wing took place in the 1950’s.  Since our last 
anniversary celebration in 2000, an addition has been added to the rear of the school, 
eliminating the back courtyard.

In 1955, 25 years after the High School, the Junior High School was built on Kings 
Highway, the cornerstone being laid by Theodore Masterson, president of the Board of 
Education District 1.  In the late 50’s the High School underwent remodeling of labs and 
home-ec rooms, and an enlargement of the girl’s gym.  In the 70’s the auditorium was 
updated and a Library extension was added on the second floor.

Philip Schweickhard retired in 1960 and was succeeded by John Scheller.  Donald Munson became principal 
in 1961 when Dr. Scheller was appointed Chief School District Administrator.  Armand C. Vertucci succeeded 
John Scheller in 1969 as District Administrator.  In 1975, Theodore “Ted” Masterson retired as a member of 
the Board of Education after serving 32 years, the last 23 as president. In 1979, the district taxpayers approved 
the centralization of the high school and elementary districts and a partially new School Board was formed.  It 
appointed James Vaccaro as District Superintendent on July 1, 1980.

Joseph A. Podgorski, succeeded Donald Munson in 1980. On July 1, 2005, JoAnn 
Balasz was appointed Amherst High School principal upon Joe’s retirement.  
Superintendent, Dennis Ford, arrived in 1996 from Maine-Endwell, a suburban 
Binghamton district.  Dr. Laura “Lauree” Chabe is the current Superintendent joining 
Amherst in 2007 after Mr. Ford’s retirement and Gregory Pigeon has been the current 
high school principal since 2008.

Currently, in addition to the High School grades 9-12, the district is comprised of the Middle School (formerly 
the Junior High) grades 6-8; Smallwood Drive School grades K-5, and Windermere Elementary grades K-5. The 
original two elementary schools Harlem Road and Eggert Road were closed due to district downsizing.

The history of the schools would not be complete without all the generations that created the memories that we 
cherish today.   
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1936 Jane Kreher Collins
1936 Charles McCarthy
1939 Dr William Ploss
1942 Louise Allen Flickinger
1943 Peggy Nielsen Lyons
1943 Betty Kideney McClure
1944 Dorothy Dilts Abberger
1945 Patricia A Kelly
1946 Marjorie Hasselbeck Flanagan
1948 Barbara Dewey Christy
1948 Nancy Henderson Naylon
1949 Lois Murray Carson
1949 Richard & Joanne Porter Franz
1950 Doris Jones
1952 Joy Vollbracht Kistner
1954 Gary & Joan Rindfleisch Runckel
1955 Bob Geyer
1956 Mack Campbell
1956 William  Farner
1957 Marlene Weckerle Schuler
1958 Lois Critoph Williams
1958 Elaine Wright
1959 Martin S Goldstein
1960 Howard Hutton Jr
1961 Barbara Stewart O’Connell
1963 John Farner
1963 Clinton “Bob” Friday
1964 Marilyn Obermeyer
1965 Becky Stewart Askin
1967 Cindy Cumming
1968 Donald L. Houck, Jr.
1968 Clay Pasternack
1969 Ellen E. Marshall
1970 Nancy Graves Manalio
1970 Maureen Rook
1970 Marilyn Rohl
1970 Ellen E. Ehrenreich Barker
1971 Donna M. Roll
1973 Lynda Rohl Ostrowski
1974 John & Cathy West Lefko
1975 Diane Sandretto Halm

Class Director List
chair – cLay pastErnack

1975 Sandy Shatkin, Jr.
1976 Susan Lojacono
1976 Lance Mauro
1977 Elizabeth Wallens Schechter
1978 Vickie Molfese Gladysz
1978 Kathy Hens-Zuppa
1979 Gayle Shaw Hutton
1979 Lynn Phillips Ramsey
1980 Mary Trabert Divita
1981 Rebecca Ziebarth McCauley
1981 Susan Runfola Hill
1982 Carol Carson Mollach
1983 Todd Shatkin 
1983 Mary Magoffin
1984 Sue Storfer Currie
1984 Tracy Land Doldan
1985 Sheila Rogers Eberhard
1985 James Verrico
1986 Jennifer Woodward Florczak
1987 Elise Swiantek Cusack
1989 Patti Jo Calabrese Otto
1991 Becky Chirico Hager
1992 Kimberly Dossinger
1993 Andrea Paolini
1995 Erin Dempsey
1995 Kathleen Dempsey
1996 Alyce Dolce
1996 Jodi Flagg Parisi
1998 Allison Gammell
1998 Colleen E. Murray
1999 Terrilee Perry
1999 Jen Schutte
2000 Molly Dempsey
2000 Julie Pace
2002 Andy Peer
2003 Kristina Raab
2004 Anthony Scott
2004 Gerald (JJ) Calabrese
2005 Zachery Portin
2007 Eve Gutterman
2008 Harrison Singer

OPENINGS FOR CLASS DIRECTORS: 1940, 1941, 1947, 1951, 1953, 1962, 1966, 1972, 

1988, 1990, 1994, 1997, 2001, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
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CORE TEAM MEMBERS
With congratulations and thanks to Amherst High School

Christopher Byrd, Office Manager

Mark Ahrens ‘74

Terri Brennan Campbell ‘73

John Dengler ‘82

Susan Fretz  ‘73

Jim Gallery ‘69

Sue Runfola Hill ‘81

Ellen Marshall ‘69

Diane Alessi Phelps 81

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ‘79

John Roberts ‘64

Marilyn Rohl ‘70

Larry Ross ‘72

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. ‘75

Susan Hens Smith ’74 

Lynn Wardour ‘60

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77

85TH ANNIVERSARY
  AND  

 ALL CLASS REUNION

A Hearty “Thank You”
This wonderful birthday celebration weekend would not have been possible without the following 
people. Each contributed to make this a memorable occasion for us all. Our sincere appreciation 
and thanks to you all.

Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors

Amherst Central School District; Amherst Central School Administrators; Amherst Central  Board 
of Education ; Amherst High School Custodians;  Amherst Central School District Building and 
Grounds; Amherst High School Faculty and Staff

Chris Byrd - Amherst Central Alumni Foundation’s Office Manager

Choral Directors and Accompanists- Sue Fay Allen ‘57; Marilyn Obermeyer ’64; Justin Pomietlarz; 
Elaine Richau ‘72; John Roberts ‘64

 Insty-Prints Cheektowaga - Dick ‘72 and Joyce (Steeg) DeLong ‘73

Preservation Buffalo Niagara/Buffalo Tours

All the wonderful volunteers who helped with registration, setup, gift gathering and other 
miscellaneous details.
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HIstory
of Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc.

In the wake of celebration and sentiment that followed the close of WW II, returning veterans conceived the idea 
of a homecoming event to renew friendships.  A dance was held downtown at Christmas time and another at a 
country club the following spring.  To keep the idea going, officers were elected and a newsletter was published.  
A series of holiday dances were held for a number of years with the proceeds committed to an annual Paul M. 
King Memorial Award.  The award, honoring the first head of the music department, is given to an outstanding 
music student each year.

Philip A. Schweickhard, principal of Amherst Central High School from its founding in 1930, laid the groundwork 
“to keep the Amherst family together” when, in 1954, he appointed Arthur  E. (“Doc”) Pankow to co-ordinate 
Alumni Relations.  The semi-annual “Report to the Alumni” was first published by the high school that year.

In 1955 an all-class reunion sponsored by the Alumni Relations Office brought enthusiastic alumni from far and 
wide to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the school, beginning the tradition of anniversary celebrations and all-
class reunions at five year intervals ever since.

In the emotional wake of the 45th Anniversary celebration, a “Loyalty Fund” was established by former students 
and faculty.  When it became apparent that an expanded structure was needed to perpetuate spirit and quality 
unique to Amherst, the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation was conceived and incorporated in June, 1983.

The Foundation has taken responsibility for all the record keeping and services 
formerly provided by the school and alumni office including the five year all-
class reunions, anniversary celebrations, publishing newsletters and keeping up 
mailing lists.  The development of an Alumni Website www.amherstalumni.org 
provides users with current  Foundation news and a link to making corrections to 
their information.  The recent addition of our Facebook page also allows alumni 
to easily communicate with one another in this new electronic age. 

The Foundation has assumed the administration and support of three traditional awards that have been made to 
outstanding seniors:  Paul M. King Memorial Award, Mildred Faulke Meese Writing Award , the Schweitzer Family 
Scholarship Award and the Dorothy Coleman Volgenau Award.

The Board of Directors of the Foundation is committed to the design and implementation of activities that provide 
experiences for students rather than the proliferation of medals and plaques.  The Foundation funds experiences 
for students emphasizing projects that extend their horizons or involve helping others.  The Foundation also funds 
mini-grants for teachers and individual students for special projects or equipment not otherwise funded by the 
school district.  The Foundation was instrumental in the fund raising for the new all weather track, beautiful new 
oak doors on the entrance to the high school and the incredible stone tigers “guarding” the doors of Amherst.

The Foundation needs the continuing support of alumni in building its endowment fund, only the investment 
earnings of which are expended to support these special projects.  We thank you for your past and continued 
financial commitment.   
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2003 / $1,300.00 
High School - Concert Chorale Trip to Ithaca College  
Middle School - Success for Students Middle School Program of 
Intervention 
 
2004 / $3,865.00 
Art Department - Movable art display panels  
Ginny Rusk - Grant for Student in JV Hockey  
Windermere - 5th Gr. Field Trip to Lion King  
Middle School - Multi-Cultural Festival  
 
2005 / $3,031.40 
Windermere - WBS News  
High School - DNA biology equipment 
High School - Wet suit for Islamic student 
 
2005-2006 / $817.00 
Middle - School Dance  
Windermere - 5th Grade Rochester Museum Fieldtrip  
 
2006-2007 / $5,508.87 
Social Worker - Remedial Summer School Program  
High School - Drill Team Uniforms  
High School - WNY Players in Progress (PIP)  
Middle School - Mascot Uniform  
High School - Summer music camp 
 
2007-2008 / $5,050.00 
ACSD - Diversity Focus Group  
High School - Computer/Special Education  
High School - People to People Trip  
High School - People to People Trip  
Middle School - ECCPASA  
High School - People to People Trip  
High School - Technology/Math Dept 
 
2008-2009 / $4,159.07 
Middle School - Maguda Corp (Recording) 
Smallwood - ES Grant  
Windermere - 4th & 5th Grade Play 
High School - VisionQuest Grant 
High School - Books for Staff Development  
Middle School - Wegman’s Culinary Teen Camp 
High School - Library CD/DVD restoration machine 
Windermere - Fit Story Field Trip 
 
2009-2010 / $4,899.00 
Windermere - Fit Story Field Trip  
Windermere - Roch. Museum Field Trip  
Middle School - Programs for BPO concert  
Middle School - NYSSMA Prep 
 
2010-2011 / $5,401.00 
ACSD/Parent - Varsity Girls Hockey Program  
Middle School - NYSSMA Prep  
Middle School - Sixth Grade Band - Philharmonic Night  
Windermere - WBS Musical Theatre Club  
Windermere - WBS Fit Story  
Windermere - WBS Overnight Trip to Roch Planetarium  
High School - Dream Team Business Project  
High School - Courtyard Tree Bulb  
High School - Concert Chorale NYC Trip  
High School - Versatiles Algebra Program  
Smallwood - Garden Project  

 
 
 

2011-2012 / $5,467.50 
Windermere - Rochester Science Center Trip  
Windermere - 4th Grade Fit Story  
High School - Graphic Calculator Loan Program  
Smallwood - Kindergarten iPad  
Middle School - NYSSMA Band Master Classes 
High School - History Bowl  
 
2012-2013 / $7,527.00 
Windermere - Amherst Tiger Cubs - Performance Troop  
Smallwood - Insta-learn Board and Tiles for Special Ed  
High School - Buffalo Urban Outdoor Education  
High School - Bob Hettler Tip Off Classic Tournament 
High School -Concert Chorale- NYC Trip Scholarship 
Middle School - Fiddle Group- Three Mandolins 
Windermere - Fourth Grade Fit Story 
Windermere - Rookie All About Books- ESL students 
Smallwood - Project Link Up/BPO 
Middle School - Swim Record Board 
Middle School - Video Club Ipad 2 
Smallwood - Kindergarten Ipad 2 qty 2 
 
2013-2014 / $7925.00 
Smallwood - Literary in Kindergarten Classroom 
Smallwood - Chrome Books for Kids- grade two 
High School - Quiz Bowl Team 
High School - Courtyard Wall Relief Sculpture 
Windermere - Gifted/Enrichment Literature 
High School - Orchestra Trip to Virginia Beach 
High School - Oven 
High School - Varsity Girls Hockey 
High School - Central Library Field Trip/Honor Students 
High School - Multilanguage translator 
Windermere - Fit Story 
Middle School - Reading the Classics 
Windermere - Classroom Management Supplies 
Smallwood - Listening Center for Kindergarten 
High School - Tablets for Reading 
 
2014-2015 / $5222.69 
Middle School - ELLS to UB Theater  
High School - Quiz Bowl Entry Fee  
Windermere - Classroom Library 
Windermere - Fit Story 
Middle School - Phantom Fieldtrip 
Middle School - Niagara Falls Culinary Institute 
High School - DECA Club Field Trip 
High School - Kindergarten Science Day 
Smallwood - Math Fluency Kindergarten 
Smallwood - Socialization through Cooking 
High School - Quiz Bowl Nationals 
High School - 7-12th Field Hockey Safety Equipment 
High School - 9-12th Track and Field Pole Vault 
Smallwood - 1st & 2nd Grade Fluency Materials 
Smallwood - K-5 Technology Implementation 
Windermere - 3rd Grade Field Trip to TOY 
Windermere - ArtPark Field Trip 
Middle School - 6-8th UB Center for the Arts Transport 
 

TOTAL: $68,641 
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Nancy Graves Manalio ‘70

Directors
Virginia Coon ’60;  John Dengler ’82; Cindy Diem ’74; James 

Gallery ’69;  Mario Loretto ’72; Ellen Marshall ’69; Lance Mauro 
’76; Clay Pasternack ’68;  Diane Phelps ’81;  Marilyn Rohl ’70;  

Donna Roll ’71;  Virginia Fretz Rusk ’71; Marlene Weckerle Schuler 
’57; Dr. Samuel (Sandy) Shatkin Jr. ’75; Susan Hens Smith ’74   

New Directors
to begin term in September 2015

JJ Calabrese ’04; Ashley Cercone ’11; Julie Halm  ’07; 

Nicole Hannotte Phillips ’77;   Emily Warren ‘06

Honorary Members    
 Paul Batt, Jr., Board of Ed.; David Dengler ’74; Marek Fludzinski 

’73;  Anne Harding Joyce ‘70;  Ruth Munson;  Gail Osborn Neff ‘58; 
Cynthia Shatkin Oppenheimer ’72;  Joseph Podgorski, Retired Admin.  



12

CORE TEAM MEMBERS
With congratulations and thanks to Amherst High School

Christopher Byrd, Office Manager

Mark Ahrens ‘74

Terri Brennan Campbell ‘73

John Dengler ‘82

Susan Fretz  ‘73

Jim Gallery ‘69

Sue Runfola Hill ‘81

Ellen Marshall ‘69

Diane Alessi Phelps 81

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ‘79

John Roberts ‘64

Marilyn Rohl ‘70

Larry Ross ‘72

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. ‘75

Susan Hens Smith ’74 

Lynn Wardour ‘60

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77

85TH ANNIVERSARY
  AND  

 ALL CLASS REUNION

A Hearty “Thank You”
This wonderful birthday celebration weekend would not have been possible without the following 
people. Each contributed to make this a memorable occasion for us all. Our sincere appreciation 
and thanks to you all.

Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors

Amherst Central School District; Amherst Central School Administrators; Amherst Central  Board 
of Education ; Amherst High School Custodians;  Amherst Central School District Building and 
Grounds; Amherst High School Faculty and Staff

Chris Byrd - Amherst Central Alumni Foundation’s Office Manager

Choral Directors and Accompanists- Sue Fay Allen ‘57; Marilyn Obermeyer ’64; Justin Pomietlarz; 
Elaine Richau ‘72; John Roberts ‘64

 Insty-Prints Cheektowaga - Dick ‘72 and Joyce (Steeg) DeLong ‘73

Preservation Buffalo Niagara/Buffalo Tours

All the wonderful volunteers who helped with registration, setup, gift gathering and other 
miscellaneous details.

9

AMHERST
CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

HIstory
of Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc.

In the wake of celebration and sentiment that followed the close of WW II, returning veterans conceived the idea 
of a homecoming event to renew friendships.  A dance was held downtown at Christmas time and another at a 
country club the following spring.  To keep the idea going, officers were elected and a newsletter was published.  
A series of holiday dances were held for a number of years with the proceeds committed to an annual Paul M. 
King Memorial Award.  The award, honoring the first head of the music department, is given to an outstanding 
music student each year.

Philip A. Schweickhard, principal of Amherst Central High School from its founding in 1930, laid the groundwork 
“to keep the Amherst family together” when, in 1954, he appointed Arthur  E. (“Doc”) Pankow to co-ordinate 
Alumni Relations.  The semi-annual “Report to the Alumni” was first published by the high school that year.

In 1955 an all-class reunion sponsored by the Alumni Relations Office brought enthusiastic alumni from far and 
wide to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the school, beginning the tradition of anniversary celebrations and all-
class reunions at five year intervals ever since.

In the emotional wake of the 45th Anniversary celebration, a “Loyalty Fund” was established by former students 
and faculty.  When it became apparent that an expanded structure was needed to perpetuate spirit and quality 
unique to Amherst, the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation was conceived and incorporated in June, 1983.

The Foundation has taken responsibility for all the record keeping and services 
formerly provided by the school and alumni office including the five year all-
class reunions, anniversary celebrations, publishing newsletters and keeping up 
mailing lists.  The development of an Alumni Website www.amherstalumni.org 
provides users with current  Foundation news and a link to making corrections to 
their information.  The recent addition of our Facebook page also allows alumni 
to easily communicate with one another in this new electronic age. 

The Foundation has assumed the administration and support of three traditional awards that have been made to 
outstanding seniors:  Paul M. King Memorial Award, Mildred Faulke Meese Writing Award , the Schweitzer Family 
Scholarship Award and the Dorothy Coleman Volgenau Award.

The Board of Directors of the Foundation is committed to the design and implementation of activities that provide 
experiences for students rather than the proliferation of medals and plaques.  The Foundation funds experiences 
for students emphasizing projects that extend their horizons or involve helping others.  The Foundation also funds 
mini-grants for teachers and individual students for special projects or equipment not otherwise funded by the 
school district.  The Foundation was instrumental in the fund raising for the new all weather track, beautiful new 
oak doors on the entrance to the high school and the incredible stone tigers “guarding” the doors of Amherst.

The Foundation needs the continuing support of alumni in building its endowment fund, only the investment 
earnings of which are expended to support these special projects.  We thank you for your past and continued 
financial commitment.   
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HIstory
of Amherst Central HIgh School

Happy 85thBirthday!

It is the year 2015 and Amherst Central High School has been in existence for 85 years and has served the 
community proudly since 1930.   The earliest mention of a school in what is now Snyder occurred in 1813 and in 
Eggertsville in 1820.   As the population grew and the area took on a suburban, middle class character, the need 
for newer schools and secondary schooling became apparent.  In 1924, Harlem Road School and Eggert Road 
School were built.  Since these schools were only elementary grades, high school students attended Williamsville 
High School, Bennett High School, or Neumann High School on a tuition-paying basis.  However, in 1928, the 
Buffalo Board of Education precipitated a crisis by refusing to enroll any new suburban students in city high 
schools.  The Eggertsville #13 and Snyder #18 boards joined forces to form the Central High School District No. 
1 approved on April 2, 1929.  After the Town of Amherst acquired state aid, on July 12th, citizens approved the 
purchase of the 20-acre Pomroy Property, the future site of Amherst Central High School.

On February 22, 1930 the laying of the cornerstone and the hiring of the first principal, 
Philip A. Schweickhard, took place.  The school opened in September with 25 classrooms.  
The original building consisted of the girl’s gym, main hall, and the auditorium, but 
future construction was planned for the side halls, which were finished in 1936. The first 
graduation of 49 seniors took place on June 23, 1933 in the school auditorium.  

By 1948 the alleviation of shortages in materials started a building boom in Amherst 
and adjoining communities.  Enrollment at the high school grew and peaked in 1949 at 
1507.  Additions of a new gym and a music wing took place in the 1950’s.  Since our last 
anniversary celebration in 2000, an addition has been added to the rear of the school, 
eliminating the back courtyard.

In 1955, 25 years after the High School, the Junior High School was built on Kings 
Highway, the cornerstone being laid by Theodore Masterson, president of the Board of 
Education District 1.  In the late 50’s the High School underwent remodeling of labs and 
home-ec rooms, and an enlargement of the girl’s gym.  In the 70’s the auditorium was 
updated and a Library extension was added on the second floor.

Philip Schweickhard retired in 1960 and was succeeded by John Scheller.  Donald Munson became principal 
in 1961 when Dr. Scheller was appointed Chief School District Administrator.  Armand C. Vertucci succeeded 
John Scheller in 1969 as District Administrator.  In 1975, Theodore “Ted” Masterson retired as a member of 
the Board of Education after serving 32 years, the last 23 as president. In 1979, the district taxpayers approved 
the centralization of the high school and elementary districts and a partially new School Board was formed.  It 
appointed James Vaccaro as District Superintendent on July 1, 1980.

Joseph A. Podgorski, succeeded Donald Munson in 1980. On July 1, 2005, JoAnn 
Balasz was appointed Amherst High School principal upon Joe’s retirement.  
Superintendent, Dennis Ford, arrived in 1996 from Maine-Endwell, a suburban 
Binghamton district.  Dr. Laura “Lauree” Chabe is the current Superintendent joining 
Amherst in 2007 after Mr. Ford’s retirement and Gregory Pigeon has been the current 
high school principal since 2008.

Currently, in addition to the High School grades 9-12, the district is comprised of the Middle School (formerly 
the Junior High) grades 6-8; Smallwood Drive School grades K-5, and Windermere Elementary grades K-5. The 
original two elementary schools Harlem Road and Eggert Road were closed due to district downsizing.

The history of the schools would not be complete without all the generations that created the memories that we 
cherish today.   
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1936 Jane Kreher Collins
1936 Charles McCarthy
1939 Dr William Ploss
1942 Louise Allen Flickinger
1943 Peggy Nielsen Lyons
1943 Betty Kideney McClure
1944 Dorothy Dilts Abberger
1945 Patricia A Kelly
1946 Marjorie Hasselbeck Flanagan
1948 Barbara Dewey Christy
1948 Nancy Henderson Naylon
1949 Lois Murray Carson
1949 Richard & Joanne Porter Franz
1950 Doris Jones
1952 Joy Vollbracht Kistner
1954 Gary & Joan Rindfleisch Runckel
1955 Bob Geyer
1956 Mack Campbell
1956 William  Farner
1957 Marlene Weckerle Schuler
1958 Lois Critoph Williams
1958 Elaine Wright
1959 Martin S Goldstein
1960 Howard Hutton Jr
1961 Barbara Stewart O’Connell
1963 John Farner
1963 Clinton “Bob” Friday
1964 Marilyn Obermeyer
1965 Becky Stewart Askin
1967 Cindy Cumming
1968 Donald L. Houck, Jr.
1968 Clay Pasternack
1969 Ellen E. Marshall
1970 Nancy Graves Manalio
1970 Maureen Rook
1970 Marilyn Rohl
1970 Ellen E. Ehrenreich Barker
1971 Donna M. Roll
1973 Lynda Rohl Ostrowski
1974 John & Cathy West Lefko
1975 Diane Sandretto Halm

Class Director List
chair – cLay pastErnack

1975 Sandy Shatkin, Jr.
1976 Susan Lojacono
1976 Lance Mauro
1977 Elizabeth Wallens Schechter
1978 Vickie Molfese Gladysz
1978 Kathy Hens-Zuppa
1979 Gayle Shaw Hutton
1979 Lynn Phillips Ramsey
1980 Mary Trabert Divita
1981 Rebecca Ziebarth McCauley
1981 Susan Runfola Hill
1982 Carol Carson Mollach
1983 Todd Shatkin 
1983 Mary Magoffin
1984 Sue Storfer Currie
1984 Tracy Land Doldan
1985 Sheila Rogers Eberhard
1985 James Verrico
1986 Jennifer Woodward Florczak
1987 Elise Swiantek Cusack
1989 Patti Jo Calabrese Otto
1991 Becky Chirico Hager
1992 Kimberly Dossinger
1993 Andrea Paolini
1995 Erin Dempsey
1995 Kathleen Dempsey
1996 Alyce Dolce
1996 Jodi Flagg Parisi
1998 Allison Gammell
1998 Colleen E. Murray
1999 Terrilee Perry
1999 Jen Schutte
2000 Molly Dempsey
2000 Julie Pace
2002 Andy Peer
2003 Kristina Raab
2004 Anthony Scott
2004 Gerald (JJ) Calabrese
2005 Zachery Portin
2007 Eve Gutterman
2008 Harrison Singer

OPENINGS FOR CLASS DIRECTORS: 1940, 1941, 1947, 1951, 1953, 1962, 1966, 1972, 

1988, 1990, 1994, 1997, 2001, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
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THANK YOU GOLF DONORS

Maid of the Mist
Christopher Glynn and Michelle Blackley

Mt. Calvary Cemetery

Nails Naturally 

Natalie’s Mediterranean Eatery

Red Coach Inn 

Salvatore’s Italian Gardens

Savor
at the Culinary Institute

Tim Horton’s
David Beaton

Trés Auraé Spa

Turning Heads Salon
Mario Coseglia

Wheatberry Bake Shop

WNY Boot Camp
Jonathan Sandberg

The Wyndham Garden Hotel

Ziggy’s Tacos Subs

(continued)

Disclaimer: This compilation was current at time of printing of this program. 
Thank you for those additional donations received after printing.

Virginia Coon ’60

John Dengler ’82

Bill Ehmann ‘66

Wendy Dengler Glauber ‘86

Susan Hens Smith ’74

Kathy Hens-Zuppa ‘78

Greg Pigeon
Principal, ACHS

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ’79

Susan Cherry Redino ‘75

Marilyn Rohl ’70 

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. ’75

Susan Hens Smith ’74

Sheila Conley Walsh ‘79
Independent Silpada Designs  Rep

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77
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THANK YOU GOLF DONORS
Our event would not be successful without the 

generosity of local businesses and friends of Amherst 
who care about community and education. Thank you 

to the following who donated to our Golf Outing.

Please spend your dollars locally and support our generous donors:

Adam’s Rib
Patty & Mohn 
Macaluso 

Aesthetic Associates Centre 

Applebee’s
John Perry  |  T.L. Cannon Management Corp.

The Amherst Bee 

Anderson’s

Bing’s Restaurant

Bocce Club Pizza

Break ‘N Eggs Creperie
Robert Sweeney ‘87

Brioso

Brunner’s Tavern

Bruno’s Pizzeria

Buffalo Bills

Buffalo Bisons

Buffalo Sabres

Buffalo Zoo
Katie Jordan ‘04

Buffalo ComedySportz 

Carmines Restaurant

Charlie The Butcher

Creekview Restaurant

Dairy Queen
Harlem Road  |  Billy Roesch ’81

Daemen College

The Eagle House

First Niagara Bank

Flowers By Johnny

Franco’s Pizza

Glen Oak Golf Course

Glen Park Tavern

Great Lakes Restaurants Management, LLC

Leonardi’s Pizza

Loughran’s Restaurant
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AMHERST
APPEAL

Strong Schools Create a Strong Community.

• Areas of Greatest  Need
• Academics, Arts, Athletics
• Buildings and  Grounds
• Faculty & Staff
• Field Trips 
• Libraries & Technology

Supporting

PLEASE GIVE!
www.AmherstAppeal.org

PLEASE MAKE ALL DONATIONS PAYABLE TO: 

AMHERST CENTRAL ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC.
 4301 Main Street  •  Amherst, New York 14226  •  716.362.8259 

 

DONATE ONLINE @ www.amherstsappeal.org

Academics Arts Athletics
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PROMASTER

Wherever you go in Western NewYork, it goes without saying that Northtown is part of it. 
We work here. We play here. We live here. We take pride in our community and support it in many 
ways. With 18 brands and 7 locations, we are committed to serving you our customers and neighbors 
today and tomorrow to the nth degree.

The Amherst Appeal
Northtown Center at Amherst
Central Amherst Little League

Kaleida Health
Upstate New York Transplant Services

Buffalo Sabres
Buffalo Bills

communityn

PROMASTER

We proudly support The Amherst Appeal. 
Please visit www.amherstappeal.org for more information.

Wherever you go in Western NewYork, it goes without saying that Northtown 
is part of it. We work here. We play here. We live here. We take pride in our community 
and support it in many ways. With 18 brands and 7 locations, we are committed to serving 
you our customers and neighbors today and tomorrow to the nth degree.

Amherst Appealn

DR. SAMUEL SHATKIN ‘75

DR. TODD SHATKIN ’83
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TOURNAMENT CONTESTS

Overall Best Score
Varsity/Student Golfer

Overall Best Team Score
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place

Closest to the Pin Contest
LADIES: #2   |   MEN:  #8, #12 & #15

Longest Drive Contest
LADIES: #4   |   MEN: #13

RAFFLES, SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION

LIVE AUCTION PROCEDURE

Complete name and address on 3x5 card runner gives to you.

Tax receipt for any bid over value of item.

Runner will meet you at checkout with your prize!

Most of all- have fun and remember this fundraiser benefits 
our students in the Amherst Central School District through 
the grant program!

Thank you for participating and congratulations on any wins!

 14th Annual 
Alumni Golf Classic

Thursday, July 23, 2015
Glen Oak Golf Course   |   East Amherst, NY
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
“Scramble”

10 am   |   Registration

11 am   |   Lunch
Raffles, silent auction and wine pull open

12 noon   |   Shotgun Start

4  –  6 pm   |   Cocktails, Dinner, Awards, Raffles, Wine Pull and Auctions

Range will be open one hour prior to start  11 am  –  1 2 noon

Don’t forget to purchase Mulligans & Raffle Tickets 
during registration & on patio after golf

Individual Mulligans  –  $ 5  limit 4

Raffle Tickets

 $ 1  each, 6  for $ 5 ,  1 5  for $ 1 0 ,  3 5  for $ 2 0
Raffle items will be on display during registration & after golf

Members of this year’s Alumni Golf Classic Committee 
welcome you and thank you for supporting this event!

Lynn Wardour ’60
Chairman

Bill Ehmann ’66

James Gallery  ‘69

Ellen Marshall  ‘69

Susan Fretz ‘73

Lindsay Wolfe ‘77

Lynn Phillips Ramsey ‘79

Diane Alessi Phelps ‘81

John Dengler ‘82

Master Card/Visa, Checks and Cash Accepted Today

 14th Annual 
Alumni Golf Classic

Thursday, July 23, 2015
Glen Oak Golf Course   |   East Amherst, NY
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REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS IN WESTERN & UPSTATE NEW YORK

David L. Schiller, SIOR ‘70

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CONGRATULATIONS AMHERST HIGH SCHOOL 
CELEBRATING 85 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE! 

Daniel J. Dengler, Class of 1974, Funeral Director 
John S. Dengler, Class of 1982, Funeral Director 

Jean Cain Dengler, Class of 1979 
 

 
 

 
 

MAKE PLANS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF A LIFE 
                     The Celebration of your Life should reflect what’s important to you. 

                              Advanced Planning provides the opportunity to detail your wishes. 
                                      Contact us today to receive a FREE Personal Planning Guide. 
                                                                            www.denglerrobertspernafuneral.com 

 

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA FUNERAL HOMES 
AMHERST  •   EAST AMHERST  •  WILLIAMSVILLE  •  KENMORE   

716.636.1111 
FUNERALS   •  CREMATIONS  •  PRENEED ARRANGEMENTS 

 
 
 

 
 

“Your trusted commercial real estate advisor”

www.realestatesolutions.com
p 716-200-0151      e  dschiller@pyramidbrokerage.com
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LOOSE DENTURES?

ARE YOU TIRED OF 

OR

MISSING TEETH

CALL (716) 418-7272 TO SCHEDULE  
A FREE EVALUATION

Benjamin D. Oppenheimer, DDS Class of 1996

33 Melrose Road • Williamsville, NY
                 www.conciergedentalgroup.com

Mini Dental Implants – an affordable and virtually painless solution to replace 
missing teeth or to secure loose, uncomfortable dentures.

We offer complimentary x-rays, senior discounts, 0% financing for 24 months,  
and the confidence to smile again.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

300 W Adams, Suite 840  Chicago, IL 60606
+1-312-882-1193

eramesh@fleneriplaw.com

ELAINE M. RAMESH, PHD, JD

PARTNER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 

Patents  Trademarks  Copyrights

www.fleneriplaw.com

300 W Adams, Suite 840
Chicago, IL 60606

312.882.1193
zflener@fleneriplaw.com

Flener IP Law
ZAREEFA BURKI FLENER 

Principal 

Happy 85th ACHS
from the Class of 1966

TOM & CHRISTINE (ANDERSON) BROWN

716-GR8-SKIN
www.spabuffalo.com

Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr. 
CLASS OF ‘75

5195 Main Street
Wyndham Garden Hotel
Williamsville, NY 14221
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SATURDAY, JULY 25

9 am   |   Groundbreaking for Veterans Ridge 
chair – MariLyn rohL ‘70 & Larry ross ‘72

The official groundbreaking ceremony for a permanent Veteran’s 
memorial on the grounds of the high school

10 a m   –  2 pm   |   Wheels of Progress  Downtown Buffalo Tour 
chair – susan hEns sMith ‘74 & tErri brEnnan caMpbELL ‘73

Preservation Buffalo Niagara docents will be guiding us on a bus 
tour of downtown Buffalo. If you have not been back to Buffalo in 
the last few years you will be amazed at all the changes. Some of 
the highlights and stops tentatively scheduled are Harbor Place, 
Canalside, Larkinville, Riverbend, Medical Campus, Silo City, the 
Light-house among others – Box lunch included. 
The bus will leave and return from the Berryman Dr. parking lot. 
Please arrive 15 minutes before the 10 am departure time so we 
can check everyone in and board the bus. 

7   –  10 pm   |   Cocktail Party
chair – Lynn phiLLips raMsEy ‘79

85th Anniversary and All-Class Reunion
Cocktail Party with Food Stations

Daemen College Wick Center 
4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226 

$35 per person/cash bar, plenty of free parking available. 

7   –  8 pm   |   Hot & Cold Appetizer Stations

8  –  9 pm   |   Food Stations (Salad, Pasta, Beef on Weck)

9  –  10 pm   |   Gourmet Coffee Station and Dessert

 A DVD presentation with hundreds of photos set to music 
from different decades will be showing on various screens and 
a memorabilia table set up so be prepared to take a trip down 
memory lane!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, JULY 23
14th Annual Alumni Golf Outing Glen Oak Golf Course

chair – Lynn Wardour ‘60

10 am   |   Registration

11 am   |   Lunch

12 noon   |   Shotgun Start

4 pm   |   Cocktails, Dinner, Awards, Raffles and Auction

Participants play 18 holes of golf before relaxing with friends, faculty, and 
former classmates under a patio awning to enjoy cocktails and dinner. 
There are awards, prizes and fabulous auction items.

FRIDAY, JULY 24
Back to school activities 

chair – ELLEn MarshaLL ‘69

11 am – 2 pm

Tours of the High School - A popular day- time event  for all class reunions. 
Self-guided with persons stationed around the school for questions 
and directions. Make sure you stop in to the Amherst Central Alumni 
Foundation Office (Room 103) to view  our extensive memorabilia, update 
your information, make a donation or just say hello. Amherst Central 
Alumni Foundation Board of Directors will be available for questions on 
our activities and programs. We also have extra copies of yearbooks for 
sale if you lost yours or would like another copy. Flashdrives of yearbooks 
by decade will also be available for sale. 

noon – 3 pm   |   Choral Reading in Theodore Masterson Auditorium 
chair – John robErts ‘64 

Alumni will gather to sight read through about 40 sacred and secular 
pieces, including music from past operettas performed at Amherst.  There 
has been one constant on the Alumni director’s team since our inception. 
Walter Reitz has graced us with his skills at every event and at 93 he is 
raring to go this year! The current choral director, Mr. Justin Pomietlarz will 
also participate! Free to those who just want to listen!

Light lunch included
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I am lucky to have attended such a great High 
School, and am proud to be an Alumnus.   

Thank you ACHS and faculty for helping to 
shape me personally and professionally.

ROB SCHILLER ‘77

STEPHEN NICHOLSON, NICHOLSON GROUP

in memory of
ROGER NICOLSON ‘53

RICHARD DELONG ‘72 AND JOYCE (STEEG) DELONG ‘73
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CHERRY TREE
Lost and FoundSusan Cherry Redino ‘75

Full Service Interior Design
457 Ruskin Rd.
Amherst, NY 14226
716-837-1226 / 481-3608

Boutique by appointment
Hand crafted gifts & fl orals

JEREMY M. JACOBS ‘58

MAREK FLUDZINSKI ‘73

1
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THANK YOU SPONSORS
HONOR SOCIETY    $1500 +
Aesthetics Associates Centre
Dr. Samuel Shatkin, Jr ‘75 & Dr. Todd Shatkin ‘83

The Amherst Appeal

Dengler, Roberts, Perna Funeral Homes
Daniel Dengler ’74, John Dengler ’82, Jean Dengler ‘79

Insty-Prints Cheektowaga
Dick ‘ 72  & Joyce (Steeg) DeLong ‘73

Northtown Automotive Companies

Cushman & Wakefield / Pyramid Brokerage Company
David Schiller, SIOR ’70

VARSITY     $500-$1499
Tres Aurae Spa; Tom Brown, ’66; Bill Ehmann ’66; Marek Fludzinski ‘73; 
Tom Hazelet ’81; Jeremy Jacobs ’58, Delaware North Companies; M&T 
Charitable Foundation; Stephen Nicholson, Nicholson Group – in memory 
of Roger Nicolson ‘53; Dr. Benjamin Oppenheimer ’96, Concierge Dental; 
Elaine Alessi Ramesh ’80, Ladas & Parry LLP; Susan Cherry Redino ’75, 
Cherrytree Lost and Found

JUNIOR VARSITY    $250-$499
Virginia Coon ’60; Susan Fretz ’73; Gail Engasser Park ‘70; 
Joseph Podgorski, Retired Staff; Robert Schiller ’77;   

ALUMNI   $100-$249
Terri Brennan Campbell ’73;  Stephen Epstein ’56; Kim Gearhart ’75- in memory of 
Debbie Buergin; Katherine Geotzmann ’52; Patricia Hoffmann ’65; Marilyn Rohl ’70; 
Theodore Steeg, Jr. ‘71; SI Services

PATRON   $50-$99
Jim Antes, staff; Don Alan Croll ’65; Edward Henderson ’68; 
Stephen Igelhart ‘59; Margaret Linkowski ‘71

Please be advised that we will be taking photographs throughout the weekend activities and these 
photos may appear on our Amherst Central Alumni Foundation website or our Facebook Page.



  Dedication 

We lost a good friend and board member 
of the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation 
a few months ago when Robert W. Laskie 
passed away on March 4, 2015.

Robert W. Laskie loved both of his alma maters, Amherst Central High 
School and Buffalo State College. Lucky for Bob, as a loyal alum, he never 
had to change his school mascot or colors. Bob always rooted for the tiger 
team in orange & black.

It is impossible to acknowledge adequately the devotion of energy, time and 
spirit that Bob Laskie gave to ACAF, Inc. In 1975, Bob was named a charter 
member of the Board of Directors of the Amherst Loyalty Fund, which would 
in 1987 become the Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. A main reason 
for the significant financial growth over that period stemmed from a very 
successful 50th Reunion of Amherst High School. Bob was the Co-Chair of 
the “Golden” Anniversary, which saw more than 1400 Amherst alums return 
for an “All Class” Reunion.

Throughout his more than fifty years of volunteer service to Amherst, Bob 
held a variety of leadership roles, served on virtually every committee and 
participated in all fundraising projects. He was a Past President of ACAF, 
Inc. and a key member of the steering committee for the new HS Track. Bob 
co-chaired each Educator Emeritus event and served for all 13 years on the 
alumni golf committee. He was a Class Director for 1958 and worked on 
their class reunions. When the Amherst Alumni Chorale became a reality in 
2013, no one was more thrilled than Bob to return to his musical roots in 
Room #602 at the High School.

It will be hard to imagine the Amherst Alumni Foundation without Bob 
Laskie’s enthusiastic involvement. This year’s 14th Annual Golf Classic on 
July 23rd will be dedicated to the memory of Robert W. Laskie ’58.  

by Ellen Marshall ‘69

Robert W. Laskie ‘58
July 26, 1940  –  March 4, 2015

AMHERST
CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL

ALMA MATER

CHORUS:

‘Neath your towers facing northward,
We shall always be,

Ever faithful, Alma Mater,
To thy memory.

Voices hymn thy valiant praises
Hearts thy halls enshrine:
May our loyalty unceasing

Amherst, e’er be thine.

When we leave thy halls of learning,
Paths of life to stray;

May your guidance never ending
Light us on our way.

G. Murray  ‘39

Rehearsals begin September 14, 2015 in room 602!  Please contact the Alumni 
office if you plan to join us: alumni@amherstschools.org or (716) 362-8259



NAME   

MAIDEN NAME  CLASS

ADDRESS  

PHONE   EMAIL 

 Change of address             Add / change email             Other

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF OUR OFFICE, MAINTAINING OUR DATABASE OF OVER 

20,000 ADDRESSES, TIGER TRACKS NEWSLETTER AND GRANT PROGRAM. 

$   Amount Enclosed

We are a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization. Please make checks 
payable to AMHERST CENTRAL ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC. 

We thank you for your generous support!

Comments/Suggestions regarding the 85th Anniversary Celebration, 
continuing these all class reunions every 5 years, and any other 

comments regarding the Alumni Foundation:

   I am interested in becoming a Board Member

   I am interested in becoming a Class Director

   I am interested in making a gift to the Amherst

   Central Alumni Foundation, Inc. through my will.

Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc.
4301 MAIN STREET AMHERST NY 14226

716-362-8259
www.amherstalumni.org

 email: alumni@amherstschools.org

AMHERST
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AMHERST
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HIGH SCHOOL

85TH ANNIVERSARY
  AND  

 ALL CLASS REUNION
JULY 23RD – JULY 25TH 2015
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