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PREFACE

Writing a synthetic history of Brazil for an English-language reader-
ship entails a set of challenges that I feel I must make explicit.

Beginning with the presupposition that there is scant familiarity
with Brazilian history in the English-speaking world, I chose to
emphasize historical narrative and introduce my readers to a body
of knowledge which I consider fundamental. This choice has obvi-
ous advantages. Among them, it avoids taking gaps in readers’
knowledge for granted. However, at the same time, to lead read-
ers along a path in a historical narrative is methodologically out-
dated and could result in a superficial understanding of important
events.

I tried to minimize this shortcoming by combining narrative with
discussions of central themes in the Brazilian historical process: e.g.,
the nature of Brazilian slavery, Brazil’s remaining united once it
became an independent country, and the characteristics of its recent
transition from an authoritarian government to a democratic one.

I have also sought to inform readers about the more significant
historiographical controversies when such controversies make way
for different interpretations of the past as well as when they demon-
strate that history is a body of knowledge subject to constant reap-
praisal and refinement.

As they get into the book, readers will become more aware of
my working premises, but there is at least one more that should be
made clear. I have rejected two opposing tendencies in discussing
the Brazilian historical process. On the one hand, I have rejected

xiii
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xiv Preface

the tendency to consider Brazilian history as an evolutionary trend
characterized by constant progress. This is a simplistic point of
view that events in recent years have belied. On the other hand, I
have also rejected the point of view that emphasizes inertia – that
suggests, for example, that problems caused by political patronage,
by corruption, and by the state’s impositions on society have been
the same and have not changed over the years.

Oddly, the latter proclivity has been associated both with revolu-
tionary ideologies and with conservative outlooks. For revolution-
aries, their view of political and social domination as, for all intents
and purposes, one and the same leads them to the notion that efforts
in the interest of gradual change are useless. They prefer abrupt cuts.
Conservative thinkers who share this inertial point of view tend to
be skeptical of change; or, in their more elaborated thinking, they
are in favor of intervention by an authoritarian government whose
objective is to impose new directions on the country.

My exposition takes a position contrary to both points of view.
On a step-by-step basis, I have attempted to show that in the midst
of continuity and accommodation, Brazil changes – sometimes in
the political sphere, sometimes socioeconomically, and at times in
both arenas.

I should also point out that strictly speaking, cultural manifes-
tations are not the object of this text. This deliberate omission is
not meant to slight culture. I have decided to leave out culture
because the interrelatedness of sociopolitical and cultural phenom-
ena, owing to their complexity and importance, deserves to be dealt
with in a book wholly on that subject.

Taking into account the purpose of this book, I have not in-
cluded any notes containing marginal observations and references
to sources. If this has made the text lighter reading, it has, simultane-
ously, presented me with a problem. Much of this book is indebted
to the work of other authors which I have selected and incorpo-
rated for my own purposes. How can I not quote them without
being unjust and without running the risk of being accused of pla-
giarism? I have tried to solve this dilemma in the Bibliography at
the end. My references do not exhaust all the sources I consulted
and do not mention all the basic bibliography. I have included only

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03620-8 - A Concise History of Brazil, Second Edition
Boris Fausto
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107036208
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface xv

those texts I consulted in the writing of this book. Of course, my
using them indicates that I consider them important.

Finally, I would like to thank my friend and colleague Herbert
S. Klein, whose suggestions and considerations encouraged me to
write this book.
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Map 1 Brazil. Reprinted with permission from The Cambridge History of
Latin America, ed. Leslie Bethell, vol. 5 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, C© 1986).
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