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“Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the  

Lord must be your strength”  - Nehemiah : 810 
 

 
 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 
The people of Israel finally returned from their exile.  Ezra, the 
priest, reads to them from the Torah and preaches.  It lasted half a 
day.  When he ended, the people rejoiced not because it was over 
but that now his words and teaching helped them rediscover their 
common roots and the truth of who they could be in the Lord, a 
truly chosen people. 
 
Not only did the city walls of Jerusalem need to be rebuilt, but the 
people themselves had to be rebuilt into a community.  However, 
the church is more than buildings.  We are the people of God. 
 
When we gather for the Sunday Eucharist, the Scriptures remind 
us of who we are called to be.  In a culture where moral standards 
are always in danger of slipping away, the teachings of the gospel 
show us the heights to which we can rise.  The scriptures and 
homily keep us in touch with our roots and to what God is calling 
us to do.  They are the place of the life giving truth that we are all 
parts of the one Body of Christ and of a mission, sending us to 
extend the reach of Christ to people around us in this New Year. 
 
 
Love and blessings, 

 
 
 

Fr. Bob Cilinski 
Pastor 

A Message from our Pastor 
Fr. Bob Cilinski 

 

This week, we will take up the Collection for the Church in 
Latin America. For many in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
a rising secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of 
ministers present obstacles to practicing the faith.  
 

Your support to the collection provides lay leadership training, 
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other  
programs to share our faith with those who long to hear the 
Good News of Christ. To learn more about how you can make 
a difference, please visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. 

 
THE 2019 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL BEGINS! 

 

At the end of this month many of us will receive a mailing 
regarding the 2019 Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA).   
The theme for the 2019 BLA is “Together in the Light of 
Christ.” After reflecting upon the blessings that God has given 
you, please prayerfully consider making a pledge to this  
important appeal that funds many programs and ministries that 
serves thousands of people in our diocese. Together, through 
the BLA, let us renew our personal commitment to furthering 
the Lord’s work in our diocese. 

Nativity Catholic Church Weather Policy 

 

During inclement weather, the Church and R.E. Offices follow the 

same schedule as Fairfax County Public Schools. If Schools are 

closed the Parish Office and the R.E. Office are closed and there 

will be no morning Mass. In addition, all Parish activities for that 

day will be canceled. 
Weekend Programs and Events:  If Fairfax County Public 
Schools cancel events, such as on weekends, R.E. and all parish 
events are also cancelled. 

Two Hour Delay:  If Fairfax County Public Schools open two 

hours late, our offices will open at 10:00am, but the morning  

Mass will be held at its regularly scheduled time at 7:30am. 
Any Parish activity scheduled before 10:00am will also be  
cancelled. 
 

 *Only Extreme weather conditions will cancel  

Sunday Masses. Use Good Judgment; Safety First! 

 

Led by Fr. Stephen Vaccaro and Deacon Richard Kelly, over  
80 Nativity parishioners attended the 46th Annual March  
For Life on Friday, January 18, 2019 in Washington, D.C.  

Special thanks to all those who witnessed to the  
Sanctity of Life with their feet and all those who supported  

The March For Life with their prayers. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS  
Donated with Love by 

 
 

Veronica Frantz 
In Loving Memory of 

Brian D. Frantz 

 

Nativity Parish IDD Support Group Meeting 
 

Are you a parent of a child/young adult/adult with an Intellectual 
and/or Developmental Disability (IDD)?  Do you ever feel  
overwhelmed as you help your child/young adult/adult with their 
life journey?  Would you like to meet other Nativity Parish  
families, concerned parishioners with a calling to assist, and/or 
families from the surrounding area navigating similar  
challenges?  The Nativity Parish IDD Support Group wants to be 
there for you on your journey! 
  

The range of areas that families and individuals need support in is 
varied.  Representative areas of assistance/information include but 
is not limited to: Transition to Adulthood; Navigating the Social 
Services System (e.g., Community Services Board, Social  
Security, Medicaid; Providers); Medicaid Waivers; Waiver Slots; 
Waiver Wait List; Guardianship; Work and Vocations; Day  
Support; Finding a place to live long term; Financial Planning; 
and Education; Life Planning; and Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs). 
 

Our support group meets the second Wednesday of every other 
month from 6:30-8:30pm.  Our next scheduled meeting is on 
March 13th.  If you are interested in participating in our group 
please send your contact information (Name, Email, and Phone 
Number) to Pjgallagheriii@gmail.com.  If you have any questions 
feel free to contact Paul Gallagher at 703-493-8796 or email him  
at the above email address.  

 

Appalachia Home Building 
 

The Knights continue to seek your help to raise 
funds to build Nativity's 21st home in the heart of 
Appalachia.  Checks may be made payable to  
Nativity Catholic Church, but please annotate that 
it is for the Appalachia Home Building.   
Checks can also be mailed to: Nativity at 6400 Nativity Lane, 
Burke, VA 22015.  Questions may be referred to Bob Corsi  
at 703-239-2890, bobcorsi@cox.net.   

 
 

Nativity Food Collection 
For Catholic Charities St. Lucy Project 

“Feeding the Hungry, Nourishing the Soul” 
Collection Date: February 9-10 

 

 
Next weekend, February 2nd and 3rd, we will begin the St. Lucy Winter Food Drive, the single biggest food drive here at 
Nativity.  St. Lucy directly supports Catholic Charities in helping to provide food to the 196,000 people (including 74,000 
children) in the Diocese who do not know where their next meal will come from.  
 

We will hand out blue cloth bags after Mass next weekend, February 2nd and 3rd with a list of food items needed by the  
Diocese.  We will collect the following weekend, February 9th and 10th.  Please use the blue bags or any other sturdy bag to 
bring in the donations.  We will also have envelopes for monetary donations.  Any donation is welcome!  If you would like to 
help handing out bags, please let the ushers know! 

 

List of Non-Perishable Food Items: 
 

Canned pasta (Chef Boyardee or similar) – High Priority!  
Juice – No Sugar Added – High Priority! 
Jelly (only plastic bottles, please no glass) 
Canned Meat (tuna, chicken, ham, beef)  
Canned Corn, Green Beans, Mixed Veggies 
Peanut butter 
Cereal 

 
Checks can be made out to CCDA with The St. Lucy Project in the memo.   

Gift cards from Walmart, Giant, and Aldi are also greatly accepted. 
Want to help?  Sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D49ADAE29A6FE3-stlucy 

 

Thank you and God bless you!! 

Rice, Grains (1-2 pound bags only) 
Beans (canned, baked, or dried) 
Diced Tomatoes (14.5 – 28 oz cans only) 
Pasta Sauce (cans or plastic bottles, please no glass) 
Pasta 
Shelf-Stable Boxed Milk 
Baking Items (Bisquick, Flour, Shortening, Oil) 

That God may strengthen our faith  
and grant us the spirit of Christian  
stewardship by opening our hearts  

to the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal,  
we pray to the Lord… 
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nativityschool.org 

 NATIVITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

     A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence  

 

Join Us To Kick Off  
Our Catholic Schools Week Celebration 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 10:00am – 1:00pm  
To RSVP, please contact our Registrar,  

Shannon Murphy, at smurph@nativityschool.org,  
or 703-455-2300. 

 

We invite you and your family to spend an hour or two at our 
OPEN HOUSE before you attend Sunday Mass or just  
afterward. Join us at our robotics demonstrations, share in our 
MakerSpace builds, enjoy our chorale and band selections, 
meet our students and teachers, tour our campus, learn about 
student club memberships, check out our Chromebook  
program and more! 
… Or, during this week to join the Fun and Fellowship … 
Senior Bingo, Parent Breakfast, Military Appreciation,  
Vocations Discussions with our Clergy, Spelling Bee, and a 
couple of OPEN HOUSES (Wednesday, January 30, from 
9:00am-11:00am and during the evening, from  
5:30pm-7:00pm). To RSVP, please contact our Registrar, 
Shannon Murphy, at smurph@nativityschool.org, or  
703-455-2300. If you are unable to join us to celebrate, call to 
schedule a tour and/or a day for your child to “shadow” here  
at school and see all we have to offer.  

We look forward to meeting you! 
************************************* 

Join us at Nativity to see how your child would spend his or her 
days here -- learning, praying, sharing, and laughing. 

We may be just the school for which you´ve been searching! 
Contact us at www.nativityschool.org, (703) 455-2300, or 

smurph@nativityschool.org. 
************************************* 

Got An Inquisitive Preschooler? 
Introduce Us!! We’ve Got a Seat for Your Child! 

Our Preschool class meets Monday through Friday, from 
8:30am to NOON, with an OPTIONAL Preschool Afternoon 
Extension from NOON to 2:30pm. An extended care program 
is available as well. It’s not too late!  Join us -- take a tour, 
visit our classroom, and see our campus. Learn how we spend 
the rest of our school day! For more information, please  
contact Mrs. Mazzella, our Early Childhood Education  
Program Director, at 703-455-2300. 

 

Save the Date for our next PLN Meeting 
All are welcome to attend! 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING SEMINAR 
Friday, February 8 from 10:00am - 1:00pm at 

St. Mark Catholic Church, 9970 Vale Road, Vienna, VA  
RSVP at volunteer@ccda.net 

 
 

Bill Woolf will discuss how to end human trafficking in the 
Northern Virginia area, the U.S. and around the world, through 
education, prevention, and intervention.  Mr. Woolf had over 15 
years in law enforcement with Fairfax County before becoming 
the full-time executive director of Just Ask  Prevention Project.   
His work at Just Ask is to develop a systematic approach and  
analytic tools for bringing awareness training to communities.  
Just Ask's approach is that well-informed citizens will decrease  
sex traffickers ability to operate and ensure that victims and  
survivors feel safe to come forward for help.   

 

 
 
 
 

Nativity Religious Education  
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: Most of our office communications and 
notices are sent via email.  If you have not received an email from 
us, please contact us to make sure we have an email on file for 
you.  nativity.ccd@nativityschool.org 

 
 

Dear parents, report cards will be going home  
on January 27, 28 and 29.  

No classes on Sunday, February 3  
Super Bowl Sunday! 

Coming up:  

• First Communion Parents, an email was sent out with         
information about the First Penance Celebration on February 
9th and the scheduled times. If you haven’t received the email, 
please contact our office immediately.  

• First Communion Parents and Guardians are to attend a very 
important meeting on Wednesday, February 13 at 7:00pm in 
the Church.  

• 7th grade Students and Parents are meeting on Thursday,    
February 21 at 7:00pm in the Church.  

 
Inclement Weather/Emergency Closing Policy  
The Religious Education Program follows Fairfax 
County Public Schools Weather Policy. A notice 
will also be placed on our Parish Website. You can 

visit our website: www.nativityburke.org or you can also visit the 
FCPS site. Note– Classes are NOT CANCELLED when Fairfax 
County Public Schools OPEN LATE on Monday or Tuesday due 
to Inclement Weather. 
 

Would you like to volunteer in our program? 
Please contact the RE office 703-455-0372 or email:  

nativity.ccd@nativityschool.org 

The Rosary Ministry will meet on  
Wednesday, February 13 from  

11:00am - 1:00pm in the Fr. Ready Room.  
 

 

Our January meeting was cancelled due to the snow.  Take  
this opportunity to learn to make cord rosaries and just  
Knotted rosaries. The next teaching session will be: May 21 
from 12:00pm to 2:00pm.  Mary has encouraged us to pray  
the rosary for peace.  Through the mission rosaries we are 
spreading that message all over the world.  We need your  
help!  For more information please contact: Diane Fields at 
dfields456@msn.com 

Donuts will be served after all Masses  
This weekend in the Fr. Martin Center 

http://www.nativityburke.org/nativityschool/
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Are you registered in the Parish? 
If you are not receiving mail from the parish,  

chances are you are not registered.  You are free to stop by  
the Parish Office to become a registered member of   

Nativity Parish.  Registration is required  
to be a Baptismal Godparent or Confirmation Sponsor. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 Monday,  January 28 
 7:30am † Seamus Healy 
 
 Tuesday,  January 29 
 7:30am † Souls in Purgatory 
 12:00pm † Dorothy Larson 
  
 Wednesday,  January 30 
 7:30am † Jim Wright 
 
 Thursday,  January 31 
 7:30am   †   Mary Valentine 
 12:00pm † Angelo Philip Picillo 
   
 Friday,  February 1 
 7:30am † Marie Golia 

(School Mass) 9:00am † Conner McGowan 
 
 Saturday,  February 2 
 9:00am † James Wright 
 5:00pm † Roland Messier 
 7:00pm † Marina Riegade Chacon/
   Emilio Chacon Gomez 
  
 Sunday,  February 3 
 7:30am † Karen Snee 
 9:00am † Patricia Bradshaw 
 11:00am † J. Brian McKee 
 12:45pm † Nick Bonaccorsy 
 5:30pm  Parishioners 
 
 

The priest schedule for Masses is found on our webpage:     
nativityburke.org 

In prayer, let us remember  
the sick and deceased of the parish. 

 

ECHO Food Collection  
 

The monthly food collection for ECHO will take place NEXT 
weekend!  Please bring non-perishable foods to the entrance  
of the church. Needed are: flour (2 lbs preferred), Spaghetti 
sauce, vegetable oil, canned pasta, canned meat, bags (dry) 
beans, bagged rice (2 lb. size preferred), Jello/pudding, juice 
(large bottles/cans).  Laundry detergent and personal items 
such as deodorant, razors, shaving cream and shampoo are also 
needed.  All canned food items are welcomed.  ECHO also 
accepts small appliances, but they must be in working order.  
For more information, call 703-569-9160.  

 

ECHO Center is located at:  
7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield 

 “Those who die in God’s grace and friendship live  
forever with Christ.  Heaven is a true and lasting  
relationship with God that is beyond all earthly  
description and understanding.” USCCB Secretariat of 

 Pro-Life Activities “Catholic Considerations for Our 
Earthly Passing”, www.usccb.org/end-of-life-considerations.    

 

A WOMAN’S CHOICE is a pregnancy resource center that  
provides free pregnancy testing, referrals for medical treatment, 

housing, social service assistance and tangible support for  
pregnant women, including clothing and equipment. 

www.awomanschoicecenter.com/ or call 703-538-4305. 

Nativity Parish will celebrate Scout Sunday  
at the 9:00am Mass on February 10, 2019 

All scouting parishioners (Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts,  
Boy Scouts, American Heritage Girls, and Camp Fire Youth)  

are encouraged to attend.  
 

Scout Sunday brings youth together from troops, packs, and units 
throughout our area to recognize the importance of faith within the 
scouting program.  Scouts that wish to participate should report in 
uniform to the Fr. Ready Room by 8:30am to line up for the  
processional. Scouts will be seated at the front of the church with 
other scouts from their program and level.  Parents should hold on 
to their scout’s coats at their own seats and plan to meet their 
scout back at the Fr. Ready Room after the recessional.  
Following the Mass, the Knights of Columbus will host a special 
pancake breakfast in the parish hall for just $5/person or $20/
family.  Commemorative Scout Sunday patches will be available 
for purchase.  Please contact your scout leaders for more  
information. 

A Fairfax Gratefulness Gathering 
 Please join us for a program of gratefulness on: Tuesday, January 

29th, from 7:00 - 8:30pm at Richard Byrd Public Library (Room 1), 
7250 Commerce St., Springfield, VA.  Grateful living makes us 

aware of, and available to, the opportunities that are always  
available; opportunities to learn and grow, and to extend ourselves 
with care and compassion to others.  Learn more about how you 

can be a source of gratefulness in your community, join us  
to see what this is all about.  For questions and to RSVP,  

contact Joanne Spahn at Joanne.spahnrd@gmail.com. 

Bishop Burbidge’s Homilies Online 
Want to hear relevant, pastoral inspiration from our Shepherd?  

Selected homilies of Bishop Burbidge can be found on our 
YouTube page.  Please visit youtube.com/arlingtondiocese. 
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Join the Knights!  Do you want to make a difference as a Catholic Gentleman?  Then join the Knights of Columbus!  
Please contact DGK John Ostrowski at jaostrowski89@gmail.com if you are interested in joining our order or know someone who is.  
If you want a quick easy alternative way to join the Knights, try Online Membership.  In only 5-10 minutes, just go to  
www.kofc.org/joinus, fill out the needed information, and put Council 7992 as your preferred Council.  We’ll do the rest for you to 
make you a member of our Order and our Nativity Council! 
Council Meeting:  The next council meeting is Tuesday, February 5.  The rosary starts at 7:15pm and the meeting will start at 7:30pm.  
We will also be having an Admission (1st ) Degree for those interested in joining the Knights. 
Art Auction: Our Art Auction is Saturday, February 16. Preview starts at 7:00pm, auction starts at 8:00pm.  Individual tickets are 
$15.00.  Patron Tickets are $60 and allow six attendees. Tickets include wine, non-alcoholic beverages and food.  The food is catered 
by A Bit More and some say it is the highlight of the auction. Ticket sales started on January 13th through February 10th after all  
Masses.  Please sign up to help sell Art Auction Tickets after all Masses. Evening and Spanish Masses are included starting January 
19th. Cash and checks only. Some envelopes will be marked Will Call and will have a name on them. Need (2) Brother Knights at each 
Mass. Questions: Contact Art Auction Chair (PGK Tom Savage) tomkc7992@gmail.com. Please sign up for your normal Mass.  
Your participation is appreciated! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A45A9A82AA3F85-2019.  
Blood Drive: Our Council, along with our Brother Knights at St. Raymond host 4 blood drives a year for Inova.  Nativity sponsors the 
1st and 3rd quarter-our “home games.”  We've scheduled the first blood drive on February 2, 2019.  Brother Mark Altobelli coordinates 
the effort with Inova-he will need help attracting donors after Mass on 19/20 January and 26/27 January. Additionally we'll need a few 
Knights to help set up on the 1st, help in the kitchen on the 2nd and clean up after Inova leaves.  A sign-up sheet can be found at the 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b48aaac22a5f58-february. 
 St. Lucy Project: The Council works closely with the Arlington Diocese Catholic Charities (St. Lucy Project) by collecting food  
donations twice per year to help address food insecurity in the diocese.  There are more than 200,000 people in the Diocese who do not 
know where their next meal will come from; nearly half of these are children.  This is a very worthy cause, but it is also very manpower
-intensive. The drive this past July was our largest yet; we filled two truckloads with food donations, and we were incredibly grateful 
for every Knight who lent us a hand. Our next food drive is in early February, and we could use your help again. Before every Mass 
during the weekend of 9/10 February, we will be collecting food donations.  The St. Lucy Team (Jim Barrineau, Claes Lewenhaupt, and 
Jason Hines) will be present at every Mass to lead the effort, but we still need a minimum of two able-bodied Knights for every Mass to 
assist with loading the trucks.  To volunteer, please use this link: https:// www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D49ADAE29A6FE3-
stlucy.  If you have any questions, please contact Jason Hines at jason.hines@pm.me or at (571) 230-2804 
Car Raffle Ticket Sales: Knights and Youth Ministry will be prepping Car Raffle envelopes Tuesday, 19 February. 
 KOVAR: You can donate to KOVAR through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) and the United Way. KOVAR is a Virginia 
Knights of Columbus Charity established in 1971 to provide financial assistance through grants and home loans to tax exempt  
organizations providing training and assistance to citizens with intellectual disabilities. If you participate in the Combined Federal  
Campaign please consider donating to KOVAR. The CFC number for KOVAR is 42569. You can also contribute to KOVAR if you 
donate to the United Way. KOVAR’s United Way of the Greater Capital Area number is 8838. If you make a donation to either, please 
provide the KOVAR Chair, PGK Mark Sawyer sawyerkoc7992@verizon.net with a scan or picture of the form so the donation will be 
credited to our Council. 
Handy Knights Ministry: Need a hand with minor home repairs or know someone who needs help? If you are unable to perform basic 
maintenance tasks or small repairs in your home due to health or other factors, there is a ministry within the Knights of  Columbus that 
may be able to assist, the “Handy Knights.” You can reach us at the following email: handyknightsofnativity@gmail.com to let us know 
what your needs are and provide a way to get to contact you. One of our Handy Knights will be in touch to assess your problem and 
hopefully provide a quick fix – no charge for help, but donations are gratefully accepted to help pay it forward to others. And, although 
this ministry is willing and able, it is not intended for jobs better suited for (or requiring) a certified professional or contractor. If we 
can’t fix it, we will help you find someone who can. 
Spring Family Event to Saint John Paul II National Shrine: Date of the family event is currently planned for Saturday, March 16, 
2019. As part of the Visit of the Saints series, different saints visit the Shrine to meet children and tell a bit about their life. Children 
learn about intercession of the Saints, and are able to participate in fun activities related to the life of the visiting saint. These programs  
typically begin around 10:00am and last a couple of hours.  
Opportunities to advance in the degrees of our Order:  
Admission (1st) Degree: Monday, Feb. 11, 2019, Council 12846, St. Raymond of Peñafort Church, Springfield, VA 7:00pm.  
Wednesday, 27 February, 8:00pm, Council 6153, Springfield Council, St. Bernadette's. 
Formation (2nd) Degree: Tuesday, 19 February, 7:30pm, Council 7365, Dale City. Tuesday, 26 February, 8:00pm, Council 11922,  
Holy Spirit School, Annandale. Wednesday, 27 March, 8:00pm, Council 6153, Springfield Council, St. Bernadette's.  
Knighthood (3rd) Degree: Saturday, 9 March, 11:00am, Council 7877, Stafford. 
4th Degree: Saturday, 27 April, 11:00 am, St. Edwards Church, Richmond, VA. 
 

Join the Knights!  Do you want to make a difference as a Catholic Gentleman? Then join the Knights of Columbus!  
Please contact DGK John Ostrowski at jaostrowski89@gmail.com if you are interested or know someone who is. 
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Contact Director: Alison Fram  
afram@nativityburke.org, cell: 703-577-5329   

Find us on the parish website: nativityburke.org 

COLLEGE MINISTRY and  

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

Young Adult Ministry 
Serving people ages 21-39 

 

Facebook Group - “Catholic Life 
Young Adult Ministry” 

Instagram - @nativityyam 
                

 
 

Weekly:      
Tuesdays 7:30pm - Small Group      
Thursdays 8:30pm - Basketball    

 

  

“Joyful Noise” Praise and Worship,  
Adoration, Confession 

Friday, February 8 from 7:30-9:00pm Church  
 

YA Family Ministry  
(Moms, Dads, kids newborn-Pre K)  

Saturday, February 16 from 9:00-10:30am FRR 
 

Fairfax Theology on Tap  
Monday, February 18 at The Auld Shebeen  

 
See our full list of upcoming events:  

nativityburke.org/youngadult 
 

 

 

COLLEGE MINISTRY      

        Serving people ages 18 - 21 
 

Follow us on social media! 

 

Facebook Group - Nativity College Ministry 
 

Instagram - @nativitycollege 
 

 

Prayers for the beginning of a new semester! 
 

“God has created me to do Him some definite service.  
He has committed some work to me which He has not  

committed to another. I have my mission.  
I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.”  
The Mission of My Life by John Henry Cardinal Newman 

 
 

See our full list of upcoming events:  
nativityburke.org/college 

 

Serving students in 
Grades 6 thru 12 in a variety of  

teen groupings 
 

YOU are wanted and needed to make 
this ministry strong. Consider making  

a difference in the life of a teen - 

Leading them closer to Christ! 
 

For Complete Information on what we offer visit  
Nativity web site - Youth & Family  

 

January 2019 - June 2019 
 

  High School  -  Weekly 
 
 Sundays -         LifeTEEN - 6:30 dinner, 7pm Ministry 
 Wednesdays -  Go Deeper - Girls - 7pm 
 Thursdays -      Go Deeper Boys - 7pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Middle School - Grades 6, 7, and 8   
 Weekly Sundays - EDGE - 3:30pm - 5:00pm  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Service Opportunities, Fun Outings & Diocesan Events  
offered throughout the year.  

One Act Theater Ministry - Fall 
RALLY - Diocesan Event - Fall 
Trunk or Treat - Fall (Family Event) 
Life Is VERY Good - Winter 
Living Stations - Lent 

Seasonal 

One Act Jr. Theater Ministry - Fall 
Trunk or Treat - Fall (Family Event) 
BASH - Diocesan Event - Spring 
VBC, Camp EDGE - Summer 

Seasonal 

Have you heard the call to work with  
youth?  YOU can make a difference in the life 
of a  young person -  leading them closer to 
Christ. 
 

College-Age, Young Adults, Parents, Grandparents,   
Retirees… all are welcome to share the Catholic faith!   
Contact Ms. Ingrid to inquire how YOU can help. 

Find out what’s going on in Youth Ministry 

Get  the Weekly CYM UPdate!   
 

Send Email to Ms. Ingrid ingridss@nativityburke.org  
-Include Child’s Name, School, Grade and Birthdate, Cell 
-Parent/Guardian names, cell numbers, emails 
UPdate goes out Wednesdays  

Follow Us nat ivi tycym  

Nativity Youth Ministry 

mailto:afram@nativityburke.org
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Ministerio del Rosario de Nativity:  El Ministerio del Rosario se reunirá el miércoles 13 de Febrero de 11 AM a 1 PM en  
el salón Padre Ready. (Nuestra reunión del mes de Enero fue cancelada a causa de la nieve). Aproveche esta oportunidad para  

aprender a hacer rosarios de cordón y de nudos. La próxima sesión para aprender a hacer estos rosarios será el 21 de Mayo de 12 PM  
a 2 PM. La Virgen María nos ha alentado a rezar el rosario por la paz. A través de los rosarios para las misiones, nosotros estamos difun-

diendo ese mensaje a todo el mundo. ¡Necesitamos su ayuda! Comunícate con Diane Fields — dfields456@msn.com. 

 
La única fuerza capaz de cambiar el mundo  

Autor: Mons. Ciriaco Benavente Mateos  
 

San Lucas 1-1-4; 4, 14-21:          
Es un hecho recurrente que cada cierto tiempo algunos periódicos se creen obligados a servirnos noticias sensacionales sobre Jesús. 
Documentos editados y manejados por los estudiosos desde hace siglos se nos presentan como recién desenterrados de las arenas del 
desierto, como nuevos y extraordinarios hallazgos sobre Jesús, que vendrían a poner en tela de juicio todo lo afirmado hasta ahora. A 
veces hasta se presentan como textos ocultados por la Iglesia con no sé que secretas intenciones. Lo grave es que esto se lance al 
mercado de un público que no distingue lo que es la investigación científica de la noticia sensacionalista que sólo pretende vender.  
 
Uno ya conoció hace años la imagen de un Jesús a lo Che-Guevara. Hoy, en tales supuestos hallazgos, Jesús se parece más a un 
pacifico revolucionario esotérico. La cosa no es nueva; ya en los primeros tiempos circularon relatos apócrifos, que las mismas comuni-
dades cristianas rechazaron como no verídicos. Sólo se aceptaron como verdaderos evangelios los cuatro que conocemos. Y no es por 
casualidad que éstos sean bastantes más antiguos que los otros, que datan de los siglos segundo, tercero o cuarto.  
 
Leemos hoy el breve prólogo que Lucas colocó al comienzo de su evangelio. Nos habla de cómo otros han emprendido la tarea de rela-
tar los hechos transmitidos por los que fueron testigos oculares de Jesús desde el principio: “Por eso yo también, después de investigar-
lo todo cuidadosamente desde los orígenes, he resuelto escribírtelo por orden, para que compruebes la solidez de las enseñanzas que 
has recibido”. Es un testimonio precioso sobre la fiabilidad de los evangelios. No se puede olvidar el interés de los discípulos en guardar 
en la memoria las palabras y los hechos de Jesús y el empeño de trasmitirlos con exactitud. Se trataba de las palabras y los hechos de 
aquél a quien querían y por y el que acabarían dando la vida, rubricando la fidelidad de su testimonio con la propia sangre. No eran mi-
tos o leyendas lo que los miembros de las primeras comunidades querían conocer, sino lo que había sucedido, lo que Jesús había 
enseñado, sus sufrimientos en la pasión y el transcendental acontecimiento de su resurrección. Éstos relatos se transmitieron primero 
oralmente. Dos de los evangelistas habían sido discípulos de Jesús. Lucas se incorporaría más tarde. Le encontramos acompañando a 
san Pablo. En el libro de los Hechos de los Apóstoles cuenta con precisos detalles los viajes en los que acompañó al Apóstol. Por eso, 
decide conscientemente, a partir de sus investigaciones, ofrecer en su evangelio una exposición fiable para que la comunidad cristiana 
sepa que su fe se apoyaba en bases sólidas.  
 
Tras el breve prólogo, nos cuenta Lucas que cómo Jesús empieza sus enseñanzas en las sinagogas. No inicia su ministerio en Jeru-
salén, la ciudad del templo, de los reyes y de los pontífices, sino en un rincón lejano y olvidado, “la Galilea de los gentiles” como entonc-
es decían con desprecio.  
 
Un sábado vino a Nazaret, la aldea donde se había criado. Como era su costumbre los sábados, entró en la sinagoga y se levantó para 
hacer la lectura. (Lo que hacéis, domingo tras domingo en nuestras misas, tantos buenos cristianos). Encontró el pasaje donde está 
escrito: “El Espíritu del Señor está sobre mí, porque él me ha ungido. Me ha enviado para proclamar el Evangelio a los pobres, para 
anunciar a los cautivos la libertad, para dar vista a los ciegos. Para liberar a los oprimidos, para anunciar el año de gracia del Señor”. Se 
trata de una liberación que abarca al hombre entero, que implica además todos los dones de gracia y salvación: Él trae el gran jubileo y 
el gran júbilo: la presencia de la gracia y de la salvación.    
 
Acabada la lectura se permitió hacer una breve homilía. La más breve y la más verdadera jamás pronunciada: “Hoy, entre vosotros, se 
cumple esta Escritura que acabáis de escuchar”. Lucas utiliza doce veces en su Evangelio ese solemne y misterioso “hoy”, como si se 
hubieran detenido todos los relojes. ¿Sigue siendo realidad ese “hoy” de Jesús en medio de nosotros? ¿Le seguimos experimentando 
como nuestro Salvador, lo siguen experimentando los pobres como buena noticia para su vida?  
 
Es verdad que Jesús no ha abierto todas las prisiones, no ha curado a todos los ciegos, ni a todos los enfermos, no ha quitado de nues-
tro planeta todas las opresiones. Pero en su persona y en los signos que hacía se manifestaba que el Reino de Dios estaba presente y 
operante. En él se revelaba la fuerza del amor, la única fuerza capaz de cambiar el mundo, porque es la única fuerza capaz de cambiar 
el corazón del hombre. Cuantos se acercaron a él con fe tuvieron la dicha de experimentarlo.                                                                                                                                  
...continua en la proxima pagina 
 
En Jesús se hizo realidad lo que anunciaba. Se ha hecho realidad y se sigue haciendo allí donde hay cristianos ungidos, conducidos y 
alentados por el Espíritu. A lo largo de los dos mil siglos de cristianismo, ayer y hoy, no han cesado de surgir obras admirables de mise-
ricordia que han sido alegría para los pobres. ¡Tantas obras y tantas personas que se han entregado en cuerpo y alma a curar, a ense-
ñar, a dar de comer, a llevar la Buena Noticia a los demás! Otras veces han sido voces proféticas las que se han levantado denunciando 
injusticias y opresiones. ¿Se cumple hoy en nosotros, ungidos también por el Espíritu, la palabra que hemos proclamado?  

 
+ Ciriaco Benavente Mateos     Obispo de Albacete  
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La voz de Cristo que cambia los corazones 
Reflexiones para el cristiano de hoy 
Atraviesa los siglos y llega hasta nuestro tiempo.  
Esa voz, acogida gracias a la fe, cambia corazo-
nes y enciende esperanzas.  
Por: P. Fernando Pascual LC | Fuente: Catholic.net  
 
Año tras año, siglo tras siglo, hombres y mujeres caminan. Unos 
nacen, otros mueren. La vida tiene un ritmo que no puede detener-
se. 
Se suceden momentos de alegría y otros de tristeza. Pero solo tie-
nen sentido aquellos momentos y acciones en los que se acoge el 
amor y se ama. 
 
Si comprendemos esto, llegamos a captar el misterio de la existen-
cia humana. No parece fácil, porque frecuentemente nos ahogan 
asuntos inmediatos, voces que aturden, cansancios asfixiantes y 
tentaciones de dentro o de fuera. 
 

Una mirada al horizonte puede desvelar el misterio de la meta. 
Más allá de la muerte Dios nos espera. Más acá, estamos en el 
tiempo de la misericordia. 
 

Ese fue el sentido de la Encarnación del Hijo. Vino para hacer la 
Voluntad del Padre, que coincidía con la salvación de los hombres. 
La voz de Cristo provocó un terremoto espiritual en tierras de Pa-
lestina durante pocos años del primer siglo de nuestra era. Esa voz 
sigue viva también hoy, resuena en millones de corazones. 
¿Escuchamos lo que dice el Maestro? ¿Abrimos el corazón al don 
de misericordia que brota de la Cruz en el Calvario? 
¿Comprendemos el milagro de la victoria definitiva sobre la muer-
te que se produjo la mañana de la Pascua? 
Los hechos se suceden. Noticias que alegran o que inquietan. 
Preocupaciones por la familia, por los amigos, por la salud, por el 
trabajo. Leyes y gobiernos que van contra los principios básicos de 
la justicia y del respeto a la vida. 
La voz de Jesús el Nazareno atraviesa los siglos y llega hasta nues-
tro tiempo. Esa voz, acogida gracias a la fe, cambia corazones y 
enciende esperanzas. Trae misericordia y sostiene a los que traba-
jan por la paz, la justicia y la verdad. 
El cielo está más cerca de lo que imaginamos. En cada misa asisti-
mos nuevamente al culmen de la Redención, nos unimos a quien 
reina, triunfante, en los cielos. 
"Porque es ya hora de levantaros del sueño; que la salvación está 
más cerca de nosotros que cuando abrazamos la fe. La noche está 
avanzada. El día se avecina. Despojémonos, pues, de las obras de 
las tinieblas y revistámonos de las armas de la luz..."  
 

(Rm 13,11,12). 

 
¿Qué tipo de llaves tiene la Iglesia? 
Reflexiones para el cristiano de hoy 
Son llaves que vienen de Dios que abren y cierran el acceso al 
Reino de los cielos, llaves de misericordia. 
Por: P. Fernando Pascual LC | Fuente: Catholic.net  
 
Las llaves sirven para cerrar y para abrir. Dejan pasar o lo impi-
den. Liberan o encarcelan. También en la Iglesia hay llaves. Pedro 
las recibió del mismo Cristo: las llaves del Reino de los cielos. 
"A ti te daré las llaves del Reino de los Cielos; y lo que ates en la 
tierra quedará atado en los cielos, y lo que desates en la tierra que-
dará desatado en los cielos" (Mt 16,19). 

 

La solidez de mi catequesis 
24 de enero .. Tercer Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

 
Después de haber investigado cuidadosamente todo desde 
el principio...me ha parecido bueno escribir un relato or-
denado para ti...De este modo podrás verificar la solidez de 
la catequesis que has recibido.  Lucas 1:3-4 
 
TAL VEZ HAYAS OÍDO que tu parroquia invita a sus miem-
bros a ser padrinos de personas interesadas en hacerse miem-
bros de la Iglesia Católica mediante el Rito de Iniciación Cris-
tiana y recibir los sacramentos del Bautismo, Confirmación y 
Comunión en la Vigilia Pascual. Invariablemente, esos pa-
drinos y madrinas más tarde confiesan que nunca aprendieron 
tanto sobre su fe como cuando acompañaron las lecciones, 
lecturas y conversaciones con sus ahijados y con los 
catequistas. 
Oportunidades en que, por fin, pudieron conectar lo escu-
chado, allá lejos en la niñez o adolescencia, con sus experi-
encias de adultos, profundizar en la oración personal y co-
munitaria, ver cómo Dios ha hilado tanta maravilla en sus pro-
pias vidas, y sobre todo, el privilegio de ver encenderse en la 
vida de otro la preciosa y vivificadora llama de la fe en Jesús 
vivo. 
Señor que nunca me canse de aprendez más sobre ti y de mis 
hermanos. 
Olga Pavisich-Ryan 
Nehemías 8:2-6,8-10  º Salmo 19:8-10, 15 
1 Corintios 12:12-30 º Lucas 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

¿Qué tipo de llaves tiene Pedro? Son llaves que vienen de Dios 
y sirven para los hombres. Son llaves que abren y cierran el 
acceso al Reino de los cielos. Son llaves de misericordia. Con 
esas llaves la Iglesia católica, durante siglos, ha buscado abrir 
el tesoro de la salvación a todos los hombres. No porque la 
Iglesia tenga unos privilegios especiales, sino porque simple-
mente quiere cumplir la misión que Cristo le ha encomendado. 
Cuando el corazón siente el peso de sus pecados, cuando el 
cansancio de la lucha lleva al desaliento y al miedo, cuando el 
diablo susurra que no podremos cambiar, podemos mirar ante 
nosotros y ver una puerta abierta: es la puerta de la misericor-
dia. 
Cristo vino al mundo para eso: para anunciar el Reino, para 
predicar la conversión, para sacrificarse y abrirnos el cielo, 
para mostrarnos el rostro misericordioso del Padre. 
La Iglesia recibe de Cristo unas llaves maravillosas. Con la 
mirada puesta en la Cruz y en la mañana de Pascua, tenemos la 
certeza de la victoria del Buen Pastor, de Aquel que es la 
verdadera Puerta para las ovejas: "si uno entra por mí, estará a 
salvo; entrará y saldrá y encontrará pasto" (Jn 10,9). 
El banquete está preparado. Las llaves han abierto la puerta. 
Hay que vestirse con traje de bodas (buenas obras) y llenarnos 
de esperanza. "Alegrémonos y regocijémonos y démosle glo-
ria, porque han llegado las bodas del Cordero, y su Esposa se 
ha engalanado y se le ha concedido vestirse de lino deslum-
brante de blancura - el lino son las buenas acciones de los san-
tos" (Ap 19,7‑8; cf. Mt 22,11). 
Pedro, ¿pesan las llaves? No te preocupes. Cristo ha rezado por 
ti. Confía y abre. Mira a tu Maestro y camina. Con tus lágrimas 
y tu humildad, grita y recuerda al mundo que el Señor nos ha 
preparado un lugar en los cielos, junto a su Padre, para siempre 
(cf. Jn 14,3). 


