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At Home in My Church
Key References: Acts 4:32-37; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 70, 71; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22

Do you like organizing things and people? It’s a gift to be 
able to do that. The disciples had their hands full after 
Pentecost with people losing homes and jobs because 
of their faith. But they pulled together and everyone 
had food, clothing, and a place to live. Let’s listen in on 
some conversations that might have occurred within the 
fellowship of believers. 

After Pentecost the number of believers continued to grow. Every-
one was in awe of the miracles that the disciples performed. They 

listened eagerly to their teaching. They spent hours together praying, 
praising, and studying. Since they were together most of the day, they 
shared their meals in one another’s homes. Those who were able sold 
their possessions and gave to people in need. For a while even non-
believers were excited about the changes made in their friends and 
family members. The believers were a popular group of people. 

Then the priests, elders, and other religious leaders started 
getting nervous. They thought the new believers would get tired of 
their meetings and prayer services. But instead temple attendance 
and offerings were down. Quietly the priests began to spread rumors 
about the believers. Suddenly there were splits in families between 
believers and nonbelievers. Following Christ was becoming more 
difficult. The disciples decided it was time to do something.

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 18.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 
6:10, NIV).

Our church is a 
family of believers 
who take care of 

one another.

po
werpoint
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Blinded
Key References: Acts 9:1-19; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 112-122; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 91-112

Can you think of something that has happened to you 
that has changed your whole life? It could be the death 
of a loved one, your parents’ divorce or new job, or a new 
baby joining your family. How would your life have been 
different if that event had not occurred? Today we’ll hear 
how one event changed not only one man’s life, but the 
history of the entire Christian church. 

Start packing. We leave for Damascus tomorrow morning,” I heard 
Saul shout as he came into the house. “The high priest has given 

his permission for us to go as far north as Damascus. We’re going to 
search out every single one of those bothersome Christians. I’ll drag 
them back here by their hair if I have to.” Then he laughed.

I shuddered when I heard his laugh. He sounded more excited 
than I’d ever heard him, but his excitement scared me. Sometimes 
I wondered if he didn’t carry this hunt for Christians too far. But of 
course I couldn’t say anything. I was just a servant. 

I started packing. 
The next morning we left. In addition to Saul’s bodyguards, we 

were escorted by a company of soldiers. It would take several days 
to get to Damascus. Saul made use of every mile. He and the soldiers 
searched for Christians at all the synagogues in towns along the way. 

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 32.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 
4:11, NIV).

We serve God 
when we use the 
gifts He has given 

us to tell others 
about His love.

po
werpoint
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 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 47.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20, NIV).

Grace gives us 
Jesus, power, and  

a new life.

po
werpoint

Imagine having taught someone how to do something, 
only to come back later and find that someone else has 
been by and shown them a whole different way to do it. 
Trouble is, the new way is all wrong, and will only lead to 
costly problems down the road. Imagine how frustrated 
you would be. 

That’s the situation in the first two chapters of the book of Galatians. 
Paul has spent a long time in Galatia establishing churches and 

teaching the gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ—that we are saved 
by Christ’s death, not by anything we do. Now word has come that the 
Galatians have started believing a “different gospel.” Jewish Christians 
coming to town have taught that believers must also keep old Jewish 
laws. Paul wastes no time writing a letter to set things straight. 

4949

Paul’s Secret of Success
Key References: Galatians 1; 2; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 383-388; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22
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Spreading the Word
Key References: Acts 8:1-8; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 103-111; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 281-297. Our Beliefs nos. 22, 5, 17

How would you feel if you had to leave the only home 
you’ve ever known because of something you didn’t even 
do? We often read about people who were driven from 
a place because of persecution. This story is about how 
a teen living at the time of the early church may have 
reacted. (Key Text: Acts 8:1-8; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 103-111.)

The teenage girl was sure she was going to erupt. Standing outside 
the gate of Jerusalem, she leaned against a cart. Her stomach felt 

like a rope that had been tied and soaked in water. The hot sun, the 
sight of Stephen’s body, and the women wailing in grief—all of it was 
too much. Her eyes frantically searched for her father. Spying him with 
a group of believers surrounding Philip, she just wanted to be near 
him. 

The group split up.
“Abba,” she cried, clutching her stomach.
“Daughter, I’m so sorry. I forgot you were with me,” he said, rushing 

toward her. “You’re sick. I knew I shouldn’t have let you come.”
“I want to go home,” she whimpered. Her father whipped off his 

outer robe and laid it in the cart. He gently helped her in and draped 
canvas over the top to shield her from the sun. 

Her father knew he’d get very little rest that night. He couldn’t 
believe what he had seen today. It was definitely a turning point for 
the young church. He was beginning to understand how much of 
a threat the priests thought the believers were. And that man Saul 
made him shudder. Although he hadn’t picked up so much as a peb-
ble, Saul seemed to enjoy what the others did to Stephen. 

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 19.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 
8:28, NIV).

God’s love 
unites usand 
brings us joy.

po
werpoint
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 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 46.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are” (Acts 15:11, NIV).

We serve God 
when we love 

and accept others 
as He does.

po
werpoint

Do you keep a journal? Many believe that Luke kept one. 
Like any good journalist, he would have interviewed 
lots of people. Today we continue listening to what Luke 
might have heard from another person who served Paul. 

I couldn’t understand why they were all arguing. I thought anyone 
could accept and follow Jesus. Paul’s chief servant explained to me 

that’s what Paul was trying to get across to the councilmen. He said 
that the Jews thought that the new converts had to become Jews first 
and follow their customs.

I strained to hear the conversation. It sounded as if they were final-
ly agreeing on something.

“I think Paul and Barnabas should go to Jerusalem and talk to the 
apostles there,” someone said. “Let’s find out what their opinion is 
about this.”

“That’s a good idea, but I want some local elders to go too,” another 
replied. “I want to make sure we’re getting an honest report.”

“Does everyone agree?” asked Paul.
“Yes,” everyone said together.
“Good, we’ll leave as soon as possible,” Paul said. “We need to get 

this straightened out quickly.”

4141

Aliens Among Us
Key References: Acts 15:1-19; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 188-200; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22
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 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 33.

Sa
bb

at
h

Have you known anyone who has left everything and 
everyone familiar to serve God in another place? Is it 
something you think you could do? This week we’ll read 
about two missionary pioneers, Paul and Barnabas. 

At the end of a service with the believers in 
Jerusalem, one of the deacons said, “Friends, we received word 

today from those who left here because of persecution. Their teaching 
is being well received by the people in Antioch. I think we have the 
beginnings of another church!” 

Everyone began speaking at once. “That’s really good news!” “How 
many believers are there?” “Praise God!”

“I think it’s time to send someone to Antioch to help our brothers 
and sisters there,” he continued. “What do the rest of you think?”

“We’ve got to help them,” someone spoke up. “They’d do the same 
for us.”

“I think Barnabas should go,” 
someone else said. “He’s proved his ability to encourage new 

believers.”
“Yes, Barnabas is a good choice,” everyone agreed.
“Are you willing to accept this assignment, Barnabas?” the deacon 

asked, turning to him. 
“I’ll go where I can help most,” Barnabas said. “I can be ready to 

leave tomorrow.”

power text
“You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apos-
tles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone” 
(Ephesians 2:19, 20, NIV).

God’s people are 
stronger when 
we support one 

another and 
work together..

po
werpoint
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Christ Folk
Key References: Acts 11:19-30, The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 155-165; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22
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77  DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 61.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the 
servant of all” (Mark 9:35, NIV).

In every 
circumstance we 
can find ways to 

serve others.

po
werpoint

Have you ever been in a situation in which all you wanted 
was to be full, warm, and dry? Paul and his shipmates 
were. But Paul knew someone had to make the first move, 
so even though he was a prisoner, he did. Read how Luke 
describes what happened. 

After our ship ran aground, the centurion ordered everyone off. 
Paul and I clung to pieces of the ship and allowed ourselves to 

be washed ashore. As we stood shivering on the beach, we noticed a 
group of people walking toward us. “I hope they’re friendly,” I whis-
pered to Paul.

They were. They welcomed us and told us the name of their island 
was Malta. The islanders quickly built a fire for us in a sheltered area. 
Paul, helpful as usual in spite of the cold and wet, helped gather 
kindling wood. As he threw his bundle in the fire, a poisonous snake 
struck him and hung on to his hand.

Man Overboard
Key References: Acts 28:1-10; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 445, 446; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 
edition, pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22

55
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63

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 61.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. . . . I can do every-
thing through him who gives me strength” (Phil. 4:11-13, 
NIV).

We can choose 
to serve God in 

the most difficult 
circumstances.

po
werpoint

Have you ever wondered, How much worse can things 
get? And then you decided you would just make the best 
of it. Were you able to see God at work, even in your bad 
circumstances? Continue reading Luke’s account of how 
Paul chose to serve God while still a prisoner, and the 
wonderful results. 

On arriving in Rome I overheard Julius, the Roman centurion 
escorting us, tell Paul that he would release him if he could. Paul 

told him he wouldn’t change anything because God had a work for 
him to do in Rome. He said he was content with that. His positive atti-
tude continues to amaze me.

Once we were in the city, Julius made arrangements for Paul to 
live in his own house with one guard rather than stay at the imperial 
prison with the other prisoners. He found us a furnished house. At 
last Paul can live in a little comfort. He will be under house arrest. That 
means he will be constantly chained to a soldier. But he can freely 
preach to all who come through the door. 

6363

The Contented Prisoner
Key References: Acts 28:16-31; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 447-460; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second edition, 
pp. 79-90; The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22

10 Wearing  
God’s Armor
Key References: Ephesians 6:10-18; The Acts of the Apostles, p. 502; Our Beliefs, no. 11, no. 
10, no. 1

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 61.

Sa
bb

at
h10

Have you ever felt as though Satan is finding just the 
right thing to tempt you to separate from God? How can 
you stand up against this constant attack? Let’s listen in 
on Mr. Andrews’ Bible class and hear to what he has to 
say on the subject. (Bible quotations are from the New 
Living Translation.)

What’s that?” Trevor asked.
“What does it look like?” 

Trevor decided to play it safe. No smart answers. “I don’t know,” he 
said.

Mr. Andrews finished his sketch on the blackboard. He put down 
the chalk and dusted his hands together. “Does anybody know what 
this animal is?” he asked.

“A tadpole?” Marianne suggested.
“A lizard?” Matthew asked.

power text
“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13).

We worship God 
when we “wear” 

His “armor.”

po
werpoint
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13Welcome Back,  
Jesus!
Key Resources: Isaiah 25:9; Matthew 24; 25:31; 26:64; Luke 21:25-31; John 5:28, 29; 14:2, 3; Acts 
1:7-11; 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Titus 2:11-13; 2 Peter 
3:11, 12; Revelation 1:7; 6:15-17; 14:12-16; 16:17, 18; 19:11-16; 22:7; The Great Controversy, pp. 
635-652; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second edition, pp. 371-386; Our Beliefs, no. 25, no. 10

Have you ever had a family member die? How did it make 
you feel? Wesley experiences a family death for the first 
time. Although sad, it turns out to be a good opportunity 
to share the hope that Jesus brings.

Wesley’s eyes were big, and he looked a little 
frightened when Mom returned home. “What happened, Mom? 

How did Grandpa die? What did he look like? What’s going to happen 
now?” Mom smiled at all the questions her anxious 10-year-old son 
spewed out. She bent down and gave Wesley a big hug. Her eyes were 
red and puffy from crying. 

“Well, Grandpa’s heart just stopped beating. He had another heart 
attack, but this time it was a big one. He died very quickly. When I saw 
him, he just looked as if he were sleeping—actually, very peaceful.”

“What will Grandma do now?” Wesley asked. 
“She will live by herself now. She’s very sad, and I know she will 

miss him a lot. They’d been married more than 50 years,” Mom replied. 
“That’s a long time!” said Wesley in amazement. 
“I’m so glad Jesus will come back soon and make Grandpa young 

and healthy again. He had so many health problems these past few 
years, and he had a lot of pain. I can’t wait for Jesus to come,” said Mom.

“Me too!” said Wesley. “I want Grandpa to give me a piggyback ride 
the way he used to!”

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 74.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11). 

We are patiently 
waiting for Jesus’ 

soon return, when 
we will worship 

Him.

po
werpoint

97

99 Burning Your Skis
Key References: Matthew 28:16-20; The Desire of Ages, pp. 818-835; Our Beliefs, no. 13, no. 14, no. 12

What does the Great Commission have to do with your life?

I was listening to the radio this morning,” Mr. Andrews 
began, “and I heard a pastor talking about spreading 

the good news of Jesus to the people of India. Did you 
know that the gospel message is sent out over the 
radio to more than 5 million Indian people every day?”

Mr. Andrews looked at the class. “The pastor said that when pastors 
hold meetings to share about Jesus, thousands of people show up! 
People are so hungry to learn about the Lord!” Mr. Andrews paused. “I 
decided this morning that I am going to be a missionary.”

The classmates looked at one another. Jeremy raised his hand. 
“Does that mean you’re not going to be our teacher anymore?” he 
asked.

Mr. Andrews smiled. “No,” he said. “It means I have decided that I 
am going on a mission trip this summer. I am going to Mexico! Jere-
my,” he continued, “would you please read Matthew 28:19 for us?”

Jeremy found the text and read aloud, “ ‘Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’ ” He looked up. 

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 33.

Sa
bb

at
hpower text

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:19, 20).

We accept the 
responsibility of 
sharing the good 
news with others.

po
werpoint
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12 Dear Diary
Key References: 2 Corinthians 5:17; Colossians 2:6, 7; James 2:14-17; The Bible Story, vol. 
10, pp. 176-179; Our Beliefs, no. 4, no. 10, no. 23

Being part of a wedding is fun. The wedding ceremony 
and reception are great, but what does it take to lead up 
to that wedding? Ever wonder what it takes to make a 
lifelong commitment to love someone? It must be some-
thing like making a lifelong commitment to Jesus.

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 102.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Jesus changes 
our lives when 

we make a 
commitment  

to Him.

Jesus changes Jesus changes 

po
werpoint
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Have you ever felt as though your brain has been emp-
tied of everything in it? That sometimes happens when 
we are embarrassed, angry, or afraid. Why do you think 
that is? This week we will try to find out. 

Sheila stumbled into class and dumped her things into the basket 
under her seat. As the bell rang, she plopped into her chair, pant-

ing. Students rushing to class had knocked her books and papers out 
of her arms and trampled on them. No one had tried to help.

“Sheila,” Mrs. Rubin, the seventh-grade English teacher, said, 
“please diagram the sentence on the board.” 

Sheila felt as if everyone could hear her heart pounding as she 
slowly walked to the board. Her hand shook as she picked up the 
chalk. Then it refused to move. Her mind went blank.

“We’re waiting, Sheila,” Mrs. Rubin reminded. Then she said, “Never 
mind. Sit down. I’ll ask someone else.” 

Sheila felt as if she were suffocating. Her face burned. She couldn’t 
breathe. She couldn’t hear. Her eyes blurred with tears that refused to 
fall. She stumbled back to her desk in a daze and slumped down, still 
clutching the chalk. She missed everything Mrs. Rubin said and failed 
the quiz that followed.

Like a television, stereo, or computer, humans are “wired for sight 
and sound.” Unlike these electronic devices, however, we are also 
wired for emotions. Our emotions are interconnected with our brains. 
When we get excited or upset about something, the brain says, “I’ve 
got to remember this.”

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on 
page 88.

Sa
bb

at
h

power text
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well” (Psalm 139:14, NIV).

God created us for 
companionship 

with Himself 
and others

po
werpoint

Wired for  
One Another
Key References: Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:7, 18; Psalm 139:1-18; Christ’s Oject Lessons, pp. 339-342, 353, 
355; The Ministry of Healing, pp. 241-258; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second edition, pp. 79-90; 
The Bible Story, vol. 7, pp. 18-22; 97-99; Our Beliefs nos. 15, 10, 22

Parents!
See the back of the book for a special Parents’ Page to go with each lesson.»
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1The Word of God
I believe that God inspired through the 

Holy Spirit every writer of the Bible. Everything 
written in the Word of God is true, and can 
help me live a happy and healthy life.

2 The Godhead
I believe that the God who loves me is 

One God manifested in three persons—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each works 
hard to teach me how to live a better, more 
meaningful life.

3 God the Father
I believe that God the Father is the 

power that keeps me—and every other 
creature in the universe—alive. He is kind and 
forgiving, and will never leave me.

4 God the Son
I believe that Jesus, God the Son, 

created this world and everything good in it. 
Two thousand years ago He came to this earth 
as a baby, grew up, and lived a sinless life. He 
then died on the cross so that I could someday 
live forever with Him in heaven.

5 God the Holy Spirit
I believe that God the Holy Spirit speaks 

to me through that still, small voice I hear in 
my thoughts whenever I feel afraid, sad, or 
lonely. He tells me that everything will be all 
right. The Holy Spirit also tries to teach me 
right from wrong by making me feel guilty 
when I sin and joyful each time I choose to 
obey God’s laws of love.

6 Creation
I believe that God created the universe, 

and in a recent six-day creation He made “the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them” and rested on the seventh day. When 
He � nished making the trees, animals, oceans, 
mountains, and people, God looked around at 
all that He had done and said joyfully, “This is 
very good!”

7 The Nature of Humanity
I believe that Jesus made people in 

the image of God. Each enjoys the freedom 
to think and act any way they choose. Even 
though sin and bad choices have brought pain 
and su� ering to many, we’re still children of 
God. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we can 
care for each other just as God cares for each 
one of us.

8 The Great Controversy
I believe that Satan is a real being who 

wants to destroy us all. He works hard each 
day to bring sin into our lives. God wants us 
to live each day with joy, happiness, and love. 
God and Satan are � ghting for control over our 
lives and our futures. To help us overcome sin, 
Jesus sends the Holy Spirit and loving angels 
to guide and protect us.

9 Th e  Life, Death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus

I believe that Jesus lived a perfect life in order 
to show us that it’s possible to overcome sin. 
He died on the cross so I won’t have to lose my 
heavenly home because of my sins. Then God 
the Father raised Jesus from the dead to show 
how He’ll someday raise me from the dead if I 
die before Jesus returns.

10 The Experience 
of Salvation

I believe that when I allow Jesus into my heart, 
He helps me change from a sinner to a child of 
God, ready to live forever in heaven. He teaches 
me how to be like Him as I read my Bible and 
follow the loving guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Because of Jesus, I can feel con� dent that I’m 
forgiven and that there’s a home waiting for 
me in heaven.

11 Growing in Jesus
I believe that when someone invites 

Jesus into their heart, changes start to happen. 
What they read, watch on television or on the 
Internet, eat, and listen to, and the places they 

go, even the words they say, will change. The 
pages of the Bible will become like a textbook 
for living, and they will talk to Jesus through-
out each day. These changes keep happening, 
day after day, until Jesus comes. I also believe 
that we are called to follow Jesus’ example by 
compassionately ministering to the physical, 
mental, social, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of humanity.

12 The Church
I believe that my church is a place 

where people who love Jesus can praise Him 
together with joy and anticipation. It’s like 
attending a fun family reunion each week. 
Jesus loves His church and listens to every 
word spoken and every song sung.

13 The Remnant 
and Its Mission

I believe that before Jesus comes the second 
time, some people in my church will choose 
sin over salvation. Those who stay faithful to 
Jesus and to what the voice of the Holy Spirit 
tells them to do are called the remnant, and 
they will work extra hard to bring the love of 
God to the world. Though the remnant may be 
small in number, they will accomplish great 
things for God so that Jesus can return.

14 Unity in the Body 
of Christ

I believe that any church whose members 
worship God should welcome people from 
any nation, who speak any language, and 
whose skin is any color. We’re all equal in God’s 
sight. How we look and how we sound makes 
no di� erence. We’re all children of the same 
heavenly Father.

15 Baptism
I believe that when I’m baptized, 

I’m telling everyone that I love God and want 
to live my life in service to Him. Baptism is like 
being buried as a sinner and then rising up to 
live a new life for Jesus.
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Adapted from God Loves Me 28 Ways  | By Charles Mills

16 The Lord’s Supper
I believe that when Jesus ate 

His last meal with His disciples right before 
He was cruci� ed, He taught us something 
wonderful. He said that the grape juice (wine) 
represented His spilled blood and that the 
bread represented His broken body. When I 
partake of  “The Lord’s Supper” at church, it 
helps me remember the sacri� ce Jesus made 
for me on the cross.

17 Spiritual Gifts 
and Ministries

I believe that God has given us special talents 
that we can use to serve Him. We each enjoy 
di� erent skills, such as music, preaching, 
teaching, art, giving Bible studies, visiting the 
sick, or making people feel welcome when 
they visit our church. Each spiritual gift is 
important to God’s work.

18 The Gift of Prophecy
I believe that the people in God’s 

church have needed help knowing how to 
live and what to look forward to in the future. 
So God appointed a woman named Ellen G. 
White to be His prophet and provide guidance, 
instruction, and correction for His people. 
Her writings also help us understand the 
important lessons found in the Bible.

19 The Law of God
I believe that God’s Ten Command-

ments contain the best rules for living. Each is 
designed to protect me from sin and help me 
love God and others better. Each represents 
how much God loves me and how He wants 
me to live a happy, healthy life. Obeying the 
Ten Commandments is like saying “I love You” 
to God and others.

20 The Sabbath
I believe that God created the 

seventh-day Sabbath (Saturday) to be a holy 
day. He commands me to rest, worship Him, 
and serve Him by doing acts of kindness 

for others on that day as a way of showing 
Him—and others—that I believe He is the 
Creator of all good things. God’s holy Sabbath 
begins at sundown on Friday and ends at 
sundown on Saturday.

21Stewardship
I believe that everything belongs to 

God: the trees, the � owers, the animals—
even me. God has asked me to take care of 
what He created and to protect all things 
from harm—even me. So I will cherish God’s 
creatures and creation. To show Him how 
proud I am to be His steward, I’ll faithfully 
return a tithe (10 percent) of my time, talent, 
and money. I want God to bless this world and 
everything in it—even me.

22 Christian Behavior
I believe that anyone who loves 

Jesus should talk, act, eat, work, and play 
di� erently from those who don’t love Jesus. As 
a child of God I need to think, feel, and act in 
harmony with the teachings of the Bible in all 
aspects of personal and social life. Everything 
I do should show others that Jesus lives in my 
heart and that I live by His rules of love.

23 Marriage and 
the Family

I believe that God designed marriage to be the 
lifelong union between a man and a woman. 
Our heavenly Father wants our earthly homes 
to be safe places where we learn about His 
love and forgiveness. When we love our 
brothers and sisters, parents and grandparents, 
uncles and aunts, we’re experiencing a 
beautiful example of what it will be like to live 
in heaven with everyone who has chosen to 
love and obey God.

24 Jesus’ Ministry in the 
Heavenly Sanctuary

I believe that God instructed Moses and the 
children of Israel to build a temple in the 
wilderness to explain what Jesus is doing right 

now in the heavenly sanctuary. Jesus is our 
high priest who speaks to the Father on our 
behalf in the most holy place of the heavenly 
sanctuary. He forgives us, cleanses sin from our 
hearts, and prepares us for His kingdom.

25 The Second 
Coming of Jesus

I believe that very soon Jesus is going to return 
to this earth and take to heaven everyone who  
has chosen to love and obey Him.  When He 
comes, those who hate Him will be destroyed. 
But everyone who has remained faithful to 
Jesus will leave this dark world and spend 
eternity with Him in His heavenly kingdom.

26 Death and Resurrection
I believe that Jesus can raise 

people from the dead. He did it before, raising 
Lazarus and the widow’s son, and He will do 
it again when He comes the second time. So 
even though some of my family members 
are asleep in their graves, I’ll see them again 
because of the power of God over death.

27 The Millennium 
and the End of Sin

I believe that someday sin and sinners will be 
gone forever. Even those who died hating God 
will fully understand the lies that Satan told 
them, and will agree that God’s judgment is 
just. Without God’s presence to shield them 
from harm, Satan and every sinner will be 
completely destroyed by � re.

28 The New Earth
I believe that after Satan and 

sinners are destroyed, my heavenly Father 
will create a brand-new world for us to enjoy. 
There will be no death, no tears, no pain, no 
su� ering. All will be peace and love. Best of 
all I will enjoy this wonderful world forever 
together with my family and all who love God.
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biblical time line

CREATION

Without it none of us 
would be here. That 
certainly changed 
everything forever!

THE FLOOD

The world is very di� erent 
now from what it was like 
before the Flood.

THE EXODUS 
FROM EGYPT

After God’s people were 
led out of Egypt, they 
became a nation. They 
were no longer just 
individual families and 
tribes.

THE CAPTIVITY 
IN BABYLON

God’s people wandered 
far from the friendship 
God wanted to have with 
them, so He sent them 
into captivity in Babylon. 
Eventually they were able 
to return home, but never 
again did they have their 
own king. They were always 
under the power of some 
other kingdom.

biblical time line
Is your life exciting and fun every 

single day? Probably not! But 
everyone experiences certain events 
that are memorable and even life-
changing. Being born is certainly 
one of those major events in life! 
Starting school, performing your 
� rst music recital, learning to read, 
going on a mission trip, inventing a 
game that your friends love to play, 
or committing your life to Jesus by 

being baptized may be other events 
you remember. Something terribly 
sad may also have happened that 
you can’t forget.

The Bible is a little bit like your 
life. Even though it contains many 
stories, and all of them can teach us 
something about God and His love 
for us, only a few of the Bible stories 
contain events that are both memo-
rable and life-changing. Those events 

were turning points in the history of 
God’s people. Once they took place, 
everything was di� erent afterward.  

Six of those life-changing stories 
are illustrated in the six pictures 
you see below. Very likely you can 
look at them and � gure out what 
Bible stories they represent. The six 
pictures form a Bible-picture time 
line that can help you make sense of 
the whole, big Bible story.

600
YEARS

900
YEARS900

YEARS1600
YEARS
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biblical time line

THE FIRST COMING 
OF JESUS

At last the Messiah, Jesus, 
for whom God’s people had 
been waiting thousands of 
years, came to this earth to 
rescue us from the power 
of sin. From then on, the 
message about His love and 
salvation began to go to the 
whole world.

THE SECOND 
COMING OF JESUS

This is the last major 
event foretold in the 
Bible. When Jesus comes, 
He will take us to heaven 
and end sin and su� ering 
forever.

In your Bible study guide you will fi nd each weekly Sabbath School 
lesson marked as to where it fi ts in the big Bible story. Today we live 
between the fi rst coming and the second coming of Jesus. We live 
very close to the Second Coming!

As you become more familiar with fi tting the individual stories 
into the picture time line, you will better understand the Bible as 
one big story and become closer friends with Jesus. And when you 
see how the small stories fi t around the six bigger stories, then 
the Bible will become even more meaningful to you. Hopefully you will 
realize more than ever that you are part of the big Bible story!

1000
YEARS2000

YEARS
600
YEARS

33

27

BlindedKey References: Acts 9:1-19; The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 112-122; Seventh-day Adventists Believe, second 

edition, pp. 91-112

Can you think of something that has happened to you 

that has changed your whole life? It could be the death 

of a loved one, your parents’ divorce or new job, or a new 

baby joining your family. How would your life have been 

different if that event had not occurred? Today we’ll hear 

how one event changed not only one man’s life, but the 

history of the entire Christian church. 

S tart packing. We leave for Damascus tomorrow morning,” I heard 

Saul shout as he came into the house. “The high priest has given 

his permission for us to go as far north as Damascus. We’re going to 

search out every single one of those bothersome Christians. I’ll drag 

them back here by their hair if I have to.” Then he laughed.

I shuddered when I heard his laugh. He sounded more excited 

than I’d ever heard him, but his excitement scared me. Sometimes 

I wondered if he didn’t carry this hunt for Christians too far. But of 

course I couldn’t say anything. I was just a servant. 
I started packing. The next morning we left. In addition to Saul’s bodyguards, we 

were escorted by a company of soldiers. It would take several days 

to get to Damascus. Saul made use of every mile. He and the soldiers 

searched for Christians at all the synagogues in towns along the way. 

 DO  Do this 
week’s activity on page 32.

Sa
bb

at
h

power
 text“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so 

that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 

4:11, NIV).

We serve God when we use the gifts He has given us to tell others about His love.

powerpoint

27
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dear studentdear student
You are a gift from God, and He loves you very much! 

If the Lord knows each star by name and makes 
sure that it is in the proper place each night (Isaiah 40: 
26), how much more important are you? 

Not every person is alike. Look around you. Everyone 
has diff erent color eyes, hair, skin, and build (tall, short, 
big-boned, and thin). We all learn diff erently. Some peo-
ple learn by listening, others by sight, and still others by 
touch. Some people use all three ways to learn.

Regardless of how you learn, the Lord wants you to 
love Him and serve Him with all your heart. You do that 
when you pray, learn about Him (in your lesson study), 
talk about Him to others, and do what is right.

Here is a great truth you should know about the 
Lord: Jesus isn’t primarily concerned about how well 
you can read or write, or even how well you can speak. 
What Jesus cares about most is how much you love 
Him and want Him in your life. The greatest accom-
plishment in your life will be to show others how much 
God has blessed your life.

In school you use diff erent ways to get the informa-
tion that you want. Use those same ways to learn more 
about the Lord: Use your computer, iPod, or iPad to 
hear or study your lesson. Or have your parents read 
your lesson to you. Use the Bible on CD, or the audio 
podcast of your lesson at www.juniorpowerpoints.org/
podcast.php?channel=1. It does not matter which way 
you get the information, as long as you are growing 
and maturing in the Lord. 

Think about this when you meet Jesus face to face: 
He is not going to ask to see how well you write some-
thing. He will not ask you to read anything. His only 
pursuit is to read your heart to see how much you love 
Him. He wants to spend eternity with you!

Experiencing God’s love 
with other believers
The church is the community of 
believers where we can experience 
and share with others God’s love.

Using our gifts to serve others
Jesus called us to serve Him by 
ministering to the needs of others.

Our commitment to God
God created us for companionship 
with Him and with each other. We 
respond to His love by worshiping 
Him as Lord of our lives.

Sharing the Advent Hope
Jesus called us to share 
with everyone the good 
news of His return.

Welcome to PowerPoints 
about God’s grace. 
God’s grace is power. It’s the unlimit-
ed, for-sure, forever power that � nds 
you and � lls you up with everything 
you need to live a full and wonderful 
life in Him.

This Bible study 
guide is about . . . 
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The lessons and stories in this Bible study guide include principles that 
you can apply to your everyday life. They encourage you to communicate 

with God through prayer, reading from your Bible, and re� ecting on what 
you read. That is how to grow in your relationship with Jesus. You will study 
the Bible lesson during the week ,and in Sabbath School you will review it 
with your teacher and peers. This review process will help you gain a deeper 
spiritual understanding of the lessons.    

A big part of your Sabbath School lesson is the study you do from the 
Bible and the discussions you have with your teachers and peers on Sabbath. 
Learn and review the power text during the week as you prepare for Sabbath 
School. As you memorize passages from the Bible you will become familiar- 
ized with the truths found in God’s Word and you will learn to apply them 
to your life. As you study your Sabbath School lesson, engage your family 
members in discussion and share with them what you learned.

Most important, please take time to read, pray, and re� ect on Jesus every 
day. Ask Him to help you apply what you study to what you do in real life. It 
isn’t only what you know with your head, but it’s also what you know with 
your heart, that helps you be a strong, growing Christian.

Happy growing in Jesus!
—The Editor

PS: Write and tell us how you’re growing in Jesus.
Sabbath School/Personal Ministries Department
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904

How to use this 
Bible study guide

COMMUNITY
We experience God’s love in 
our church.
(LESSONS 1 THROUGH 5).

■ Early Christians care for others.
■ Early Christians are persecuted.
■ Saul is converted.
■ Christians support each other.
■ Ministry to the Gentiles 

rede� ned.

SERVICE
We follow Jesus’ example by 
serving others.
(LESSONS 6 THROUGH 9).

■ Paul writes to the Galatians.
■ Paul is shipwrecked.
■ Paul is imprisoned in Rome.
■ The Great Commission.

WORSHIP
We worship God as Lord of 
our lives.
(LESSONS 10 THROUGH 12).

■ Paul teaches about Christian 
armor.

■ We are created for God’s 
companionship.

■ A commitment like a marriage.

GRACE IN ACTION
We share the good news of 
Jesus’ return.
(LESSON 13).

■ Jesus is coming back soon!


