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About Today’s Service. . . 

Welcome to Lititz Moravian Congregation and a traditional Moravian Singstunde or “singing hour.” Sometimes 
referred to as “a singing service” or “a sermon in song,” a Singstunde is a form of worship in which the congre-
gation unites in singing a series of hymn stanzas selected to develop a specific theme, in this case to commem-
orate All Saints’ Day (November 1st). You are invited to participate in all the hymns as you are able, led by the 
Senior Choir, a string orchestra, and the 1787 David Tannenberg organ.

The organ music presented for the Prelude and Postlude set an appropriately solemn tone for this afternoon’s 
liturgy, yet the style and content of musical expression also fit well the mechanical and acoustical nature of the 
1787 Tannenberg organ on which they are played. Christian Latrobe, son of a Moravian minister and brother 
of the famous Anglo-American architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe, was born in Fulneck, England, and died in 
London. He was the most gifted English Moravian composer and one of the most respected composers of his 
day in England. These brief voluntaries, nine in all, represent the whole of early Moravian organ music pres-
ently known to exist. According to Latrobe: “To be able to play a voluntary, is by no means an essential part of 
the qualifications of an organist among the Brethren. The congregation will always prefer hearing Hymn Tunes 
played in its stead, which besides affording a great variety, have a pleasing and edifying effect.”

Aside from the Russian Orthodox hymn setting of the Beatitudes arranged by Richard Proulx – the singing of 
which is a Senior Choir All Saints’ Day tradition here at Lititz Moravian Congregation — all the hymns and 
service music may be found in the Moravian Book of Worship (1992). The music and liturgy are re-printed here 
for ease of use, continuity, and convenience.

A musical highlight of the service is the premiere of two brand new editions of anthems composed by Johannes 
Herbst. Though originally composed for the Single Sisters Covenant Day on May 4, 1798, the text, meaning 
and musical material of these anthems seemed especially appropriate for this service. Since the interpretation of 
these first modern editions will closely resemble the original performance forces in sound and style, especially 
with the Tannenberg organ providing a foundation for authenticity, one can take a musical leap back in time and 
imagine what worship was like over 200 years ago!

Brother Herbst moved to America in 1786, having traveled among several German Moravian settlements from 
1748-1762. He first served the Moravian congregation in Lancaster City before moving to Lititz in 1791, where 
he remained for almost twenty years. In Lititz he was quite active as pastor, headmaster of Linden Hall, cata-
loger of the church’s music collection, music copyist and composer. He was consecrated a bishop in 1811, two 
days before leaving Lititz to take up new work in Salem, North Carolina. Bishop Herbst was a prolific compos-
er, writing over thirty anthems while in Lititz, yet his earliest anthem for the congregation was written for the 
dedication of the current church sanctuary (and organ) in 1787.

Most importantly, we hope that the spirit imparted by this beautiful music will transport you to a heavenly 
realm, and that this reflective and worshipful service will inspire you to remember loved ones past, and to pray, 
as well, for those current saints among us today. 

A Prayer for All Saints’ Day: Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fel-
lowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Meditative Prelude: Preludes I, IV, VII, IX, VIII                                Christian Latrobe (1758-1836)

Welcome                                                    

Opening Hymn 391: By All Your Saints Still Striving                
                                                                Tune: St. Theodulph, Melchior Teschner (1615); C. Gregor Choralbuch (1784)

Text: St. 1, 3, 4 Jerry D. Godwin, based on Horatio Nelson; St. 2, C. Daniel Crews

Please stand.

Unison
Parts

Unison
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Tune: Lyons, att. Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806)

Liturgy for ALL SAINTS                                                  Moravian Book of Worship (MBW), 105-108

Behold, a great multitude which no one can number, out of every nation and of all tribes, 
and peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, with palm branches 
in their hands,

    And they cry with a loud voice saying, "Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on 
    the throne, and to the Lamb."

These are the ones of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and the holes in the ground. They were stoned to death, they were 
sawn in two, they were slain with the sword, they were burned at the stake, they were killed 
by an assassin's bullet. They were destitute, persecuted, tormented. These are the ones who have 
come out of great tribulation; they have washed their robes and cleansed them in the blood of 
the Lamb.

    Therefore they are before the throne of God, and they worship day and night 
    in the temple.

2

Remain standing.

2
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Tune: Bedford (14 C); Source: Harmonia Sacra, ca. 1760

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide 
them to springs of living water. 
    
    And God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.

                                                                                  Sitting.

Almighty God, Redeemer and Sustainer, we offer you thanks and praise for the holy lives of all 
your servants - the prophets, apostles, and martyrs - who have shone forth as lights in the world 
and sacrificed their lives in testimony of their faith.

We thank you for the triumphant fellowship of all the saints in glory. We remember before you 
all who have been called to the more immediate presence of the Savior, and especially those 
most dear to us and our congregation. We rejoice in our present fellowship with them, in our 
continuing hope, and in the promise of eternal joy. Let the great cloud of witnesses, the 
innumerable company of those who have gone before and entered into rest, be to us an example 
of godly life. May we run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith; and may we obtain entrance into your eternal kingdom, and 
with the glorious assembly of the saints, worship and adore you. 

3 3
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Tune: 539 B
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Tune: Lancashire (151 M), Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879) 

4

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
    
    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

    No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
    If God is for us, who can be against us!

Hear the words of the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, who was dead and is alive again: 
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

    To him who loves us and washed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 
    kingdom, priests to God, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Tune: Goudimel (205 A); Claude Goudimel (1508-1572) 
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Tune: Wir Pflügen, Johann A. P. Schulz (1800)

Choir Anthem: Thus Speaks the High and Lofty One (Also spricht der Hohe), L101.3
                                                                                                                                                            Johannes Herbst (1735-1812)
                                                                                                                                            Edited by Jeffrey S. Gemmell

                                Thus speaks the high and lofty one, who lives forever, whose name is holy: 
                      "I dwell in the high and holy place and with them who are contrite and humble in spirit; 
                                   that I may revive the spirit of the humble and the heart of the contrite."
                                                                                                                                                                      Jesaia 57:15
                                                                                                                                                      Translation by Deann Buffington
Hymn 389: All Who Have Gone Before Us                                                                            

Text: John A. Dalles
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Tune: Wir Pflügen, Johann A. P. Schulz (1800)

Choir Anthem: Thus Speaks the High and Lofty One (Also spricht der Hohe), L101.3
                                                                                                                                                            Johannes Herbst (1735-1812)
                                                                                                                                            Edited by Jeffrey S. Gemmell

                                Thus speaks the high and lofty one, who lives forever, whose name is holy: 
                      "I dwell in the high and holy place and with them who are contrite and humble in spirit; 
                                   that I may revive the spirit of the humble and the heart of the contrite."
                                                                                                                                                                      Jesaia 57:15
                                                                                                                                                      Translation by Deann Buffington
Hymn 389: All Who Have Gone Before Us                                                                            

Text: John A. Dalles
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Tune: Eden Church, Dale Wood, 1934-2003

Hymn 392: Worship God for Saints Before Us

Text: Rusty Edwards
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Tune: Eastham, Frederick A. G. Ouseley (1867)

Hymn 394: Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand

Text: Henry Alford, alt.
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Tune: George Whelpton (1897)

Choir Anthem: Selig sind, die reines Herzens sind, L101.4                      Johannes Herbst (1735-1812)
                                                                                                                                                                         Edited by Jeffrey S. Gemmell

                  Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God and are surely here with Jesus Christ,
                                   who is the Bridegroom of his church and filled with constant love. 
                                                                                                                           Matthäi 5:8
                                                                                                                                                    Translation by Deann Buffington

Prayers  The following response (MBW, 825) is sung before and after each spoken prayer. 

Choir Anthem: Remember Your Servants, Lord                  Beatitudes, Russian Orthodox hymn;
                                                                                                                                  arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)

                    Antiphon: Remember your servants, Lord, when you come in your kingly power.
                                    Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
                                            Blessed are those who mourn; for they shall be comforted.
                                                Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.
                    Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be satisfied.
                                                Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.
                                Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God.
            Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
                                                Blessed are you when the world reviles you and persecutes you;
                                                and utters all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake:
                                Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven. Antiphon.
 

Text: Traditional
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The Lord's Prayer  (MBW, 828)

Tune: Our Father, Massah M. Warner (1836-1900)
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Tune: 540 E, Christian Gregor (1763)

Text: 2 Corinthians 13:13

Benediction (MBW, 832)
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Tune: Sine Nomine, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 

4.

Closing Hymn 390: For All the Saints
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Please stand.

Meditative Postlude: Preludes III, V, II, VI                                         Christian Latrobe (1758-1836)

Text: William Walsham How
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2016 Christmas Candlelight Lovefeast Services

Christmas Candlelight Lovefeasts
Free admission cards are required.

5 & 7:30 pm 

Saturday, December 17

Sunday, December 18

Saturday, December 24
Doors open one hour prior to the service, Prelude begins a half an hour prior to the service.

Christmas Family Candlelight Lovefeast
No admission cards required.

Sunday, December 18 at 10:30 am

Two options to obtain free admission cards:
1. Request via mail to LMC by Friday, November 18:

Send request to Lititz Moravian Congregation, Attn: Vigils, 8 Church Sq., Lititz, PA 17543

Include:

• 1st & 2nd choices for dates and times wanted (7:30 pm services are easier to accommodate)

• Name & phone number - in case we need to contact you

• Pre-stamped/self-addressed envelope

• Number of tickets - Limit of 2 tickets per person

2. Public Distribution: Monday, December 5 from 6:30 to 8 pm in Fellowship Hall.

All requests by mail must be received by November 18. After that date, requests may be made at the 
public distribution. After the public distribution, requests may be made in person at the church office. 
Sorry - admission cards may not be requested by phone.




