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Excerpt from the Avesta

The Behistun Inscription of Darius the Great

Gold Cow Drinking Bowl, Iran 300-400 c.e.

Rock Relief of Sasanian Persia: Victory of King Shapur II

Ruins of Persepolis: Gate of All Nations

Zoroastrianism: Fire Temple, Isfahan

Artifacts as Evidence: Oxus Chariot Model

Chapter 7
Excerpts from Sophocles’ Oedipus the King

Plato, Allegory of the Cave

Isomachus, Description of the Education of a Wife

Stoicism: Hymn to Zeus

Excerpt from Thucydides, The History of the Peloponnesian War

Artifacts as Evidence: Minoan Bull-Leaper

Artifacts as Evidence: Coin with Head of Alexander

Chapter 8
Excerpt from the Twelve Tables

Excerpt from The Gospel According to Matthew

Emperor Claudius Proclaims the Importance of Roman 
Citizenship

The Sack of Carthage

Chapter 9
Eusebius, The Vision and Victory of Constantine I (312 ce)

Decree Making Christianity the Official Roman Religion

Bible Passage on “The Keys of the Kingdom”

Excerpts from the Rule of Saint Benedict

Einhard [Eginhard], Excerpts from Life of Charlemagne 
(9th c. ce)

Tacitus, Excerpts from Germania (98 c.e.)

Ammianus Marcellinus, “Huns, Goths, and Romans,” from 
Historical Book XXXI (380–390 c.e.)

Chapter 10
Excerpt from the Code of Justinian

Two Proclamations on the Question of Iconoclasm

Emperor Justinian in the Basilica of San Vitale (547 c.e.)
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Double-Headed Eagle, Symbol of the Byzantine Empire

Kievan Prince Svyatoslav Fighting the Pechenegs (972)

Chapter 11
Excerpts from the Qur’an (7th Century c.e.)

Selections from the Hadith: Of Charity

Selections from the Hadith: Of Government

Selections from the Hadith: Of Women and Slaves

Chapter 12
Quatrains from The Rubaiyat (12th century)

The Philosophy and Theology of Ibn Rushd (12th century)

Al-Ghazālī on the Separation of Mathematics and Religion 
(late 11th century)

Bab al-Futah, The Great Fatimid Gate in Cairo

The Abbasid Palace in Baghdad

Cambodian Ruins of Temple Dedicated to Hindu God Shiva

Artifacts as Evidence: Harem Wall-Painting Fragments

Chapter 13
Ibn Battuta, On Mali (1300s ce)

Leo Africanus Describes Timbuktu (c. 1500)

Traditional African Masks

Ruins of the Palace of the Queen of Sheba, Axum, Ethiopia

Ruins of Great Zimbabwe

Ancient Manuscript in the University Library, Timbuktu, Mali

Chapter 14
Excerpts from Romance of the Three Kingdoms  

(3rd century c.e.)

Sung Dynasty, An Essay Question from the Chinese Imperial 
Examination System (960–1279 ce)

The Seventeen Article Constitution from the Nihongi (604 ce)

Excerpts from The Tale of Genji (11th century)

Excerpt from Lady Murasaki Shukibu’s Diary (11th c.)

Li Bai, “Drinking Alone by the Moonlight” (8th century)

Artifacts as Evidence: Silk Princess Painting

Chapter 15
Excerpt from William of Rubruck’s Account of the 

Mongols, (13th century)

The Mongols: An Excerpt from the Novgorod Chronicle, (1315)

Marco Polo on the Mongols

“Safe Conduct” Pass with Phakpa Script. (late 13th century)

Artifacts as Evidence: Backgammon Piece

Chapter 16
Excerpts from Pope Urban II’s Speech at Clermont (1095)

Excerpts on the Plague from Boccaccio’s Decameron

Articles of Medieval Guilds in London (1340s)

King John of England, Magna Carta (1215)

Niccolo Machiavelli, Selections from The Prince

Artifacts as Evidence: Dürer’s Rhinoceros

Chapter 17
The Coming of Ismail Safavi Foretold

Ottoman Sultan Selim I, Letter to Persian Shah Isma’il I (1514)

Arjan, A Sikh Guru’s Testimony of Faith (ca. 1600)

Pierre du Jarric, Akbar and the Jesuits (1610)

Suleiman the Magnificent

Artifacts as Evidence: Tughra of Suleiman

Chapter 18
An Aztec Midwife Addresses the Woman Who Has Died in 

Childbirth: From the Florentine Codex (16th Century)

An Inca Account of the Conquest of Peru

Bartolomé de Las Casas, An Account, Much Abbreviated, of the 
Destruction of the Indies, with Related Texts (1552)

“I Say This”: An Tlaxcalan Elder Sings of the Value of War

Artifacts as Evidence: Codex Tetlapalco, Codex Saville

Chapter 19
Columbus Describes His First Encounter with People in the 

Western Hemisphere (1492)

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth 
(Mayflower Compact), 1620

Prince Henry the Navigator in Portugal

Christopher Columbus Petitioning Isabella of Castile to 
Fund His Enterprise, 1492

The Battle of Bloody Brook, September 18, 1675, During King 
Philip’s War

Mountain of Silver Overlooking Modern-Day Potosí, Bolivia

Artifacts as Evidence: Hawikku Bowl and Candlesticks

Chapter 20
Martin Luther’s “Ninety-Five Theses” (1517)

Excerpts from Luther’s Reply at Worms (1521)

Excerpts from Malleus Maleficarum (1487)

The Act of Supremacy, passed by England’s Parliament 
(November 1534)

Excerpts from the Decrees of the Council of Trent (1545–1563)

Henry IV, The Edict of Nantes (1598)

Chapter 21
Justice for Women in Tokugawa Japan (18th century)

Kaibara Ekken, Greater Learning for Women (1762)

Manifest of the Accession of the Hongwu Emperor

Zheng He on His Voyages

Artifacts as Evidence: Canton Waterfront Punch Bowl

Chapter 22
A European Visitor Describes Arabia

The History and Doctrines of the Wahhabis

Passage to the Docks, Used for Carrying Spices to India’s 
Malabar Coast

Jageshwar Temple of Lord Shiva in Madhya Pradesh, India 
(17th century)
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A Safavid Palace in Isfahan, Persia

The Market of Batavia in the Dutch East Indies (1661)

Chapter 23
Excerpts of Letters from the King of Kongo to the King of 

Portugal (1526)

Origins of the Portuguese Slave Trade (1441–1448)

African Accounts of Being Taken Captive (1700s)

Journal of a Slave Ship Captain (1693–1694)

Accounts of Slave Mutinies by a Slave Ship Captain (1734)

Bryan Edwards on the Maroons of Jamaica (1655–1764)

An English Defense of the Slave Trade (1740)

Leo Africanus on West Africa (Early 1500s)

Duarte Barbosa on East Africa (Early 1500s)

Joseph Crassons de Medeuil, Notes on the French Slave 
Trade (1784–1785)

Artifacts as Evidence: Amulet in the Form of Miniature 
Shackles

Artifacts as Evidence: Akan Drum

Artifacts as Evidence: Head from Ife

Chapter 24
John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (1689)

Montesquieu, Excerpts from The Spirit of Laws

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (1762)

Jean Domat, The Ideal Absolute State (1697)

Oliver Cromwell Abolishes the English Monarchy (1651)

René Descartes, from Discourse on Method (1637)

Thomas Hobbes, from Leviathan (1651)

Voltaire Praises England and Its Institutions (1733)

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776)

Margaret Cavendish, Philosophical and Physical Opinions (1655)

Chapter 25
Filofei Proposes Moscow as the “Third Rome” (1515)

An English Traveller Describes Ivan the Terrible (1567)

Bishop Burnet’s Impressions of Peter the Great in 1698

Excerpts from the Domostroi (16th century)

Decrees of Peter the Great (1699–1722)

Chapter 26
Benjamin Franklin, Testimony Against the Stamp Act, 1766

Patrick Henry, “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death,” 1775

Declaration of Independence (1776)

The Declaration of the Rights of Man (1789)

The Declaration of the Rights of Woman (1791)

Artifacts as Evidence: War Club

Chapter 27
Richard Guest, The Creation of the Steam Loom

Emmeline Pankhurst, “Freedom or Death”: Speech on 
Women’s Rights Given in Hartford, CT (November 13, 1913)

“The White Man’s Burden” and “The Brown Man’s Burden”

Excerpts from the Communist Manifesto

Testimony on Child Labor in British Textile Mills (1831–1832)

Herder on National Character (1784)

Chartist Petition and People’s Charter (1837)

Proclamation of the German Empire (1871)

Alexander II, Emancipation Manifesto (1861)

Documents of the Irish Potato Famine (1845–1849)

Machinery Destroyed (1812)

Artifacts as Evidence: The Suffragette

Chapter 28
Excerpt from Simón Bolívar: The Jamaica Letter

Simón de Bolívar, “Address to Second National Congress,” 
Venezuela (1819)

Four Perspectives on the American Union

Artifacts as Evidence: Anti-Slavery Medallion

Chapter 29
Excerpts from Qianlong’s Letter to King George III (1793)

The Taiping Rebellion (1850–1864)

Letter of Commodore Perry to the Emperor of Japan  
(7 July 1853)

The “Open Door” Policy (1899–1900)

Excerpts from the Treaty of Portsmouth (5 September 1905)

The End of the Chinese Empire (12 February, 1912)

The Indian Revolt of 1857

Artifacts as Evidence: Commodore Matthew Perry Scroll

Chapter 30
Excerpts from the Tanzimat Reforms (1839–1876)

The Young Turk Revolution (1908)

Willian Wilberforce, “We Can No Longer Plead Ignorance” 
(1789)

Excerpts from An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade (1807)

Usman dan Fodio and Fulani Jihad in West Africa (early 1800s)

An Example of Henry M. Stanley’s Congo Treaties (1879–1884)

Excerpts from the General Act of the Conference at Berlin (1885)

Roger Casement, From Report on Conditions in Congo (1903)

African Accounts of Life in a Changing World (late 1880s 
and early 1900s)

West African Complaints about British Imperialism (1877, 1897)

Equiano’s Call to Abolish the Slave Trade (1788)

Artifacts as Evidence: Freed Slave Figurine

Artifacts as Evidence: Belgian Congo Photograph

Chapter 31
Charles Hamilton Sorley, “When You See Millions of the 

Mouthless Dead”

Woodrow Wilson, The Fourteen Points (1918)

The Triple Alliance of 1882

The Reinsurance Treaty of 1887
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The Anglo-French Alliance of 1904

The Anglo-Russian Entente of 1907

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918)

Artifacts as Evidence: Lusitania Medal

Chapter 32
Woodrow Wilson, The Fourteen Points, 1918

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Excerpts from the 
Communist Manifesto, 1848

Albert Einstein, Einstein on Relativity, 1920

Franklin Roosevelt, Excerpts from First Inaugural Address, 1933

Joseph Stalin, Excerpts from Speech on Rapid 
Industrialization, 1931

Mohandas K. Gandhi, Gandhi on Nonviolent Resistance

Mao Zedong, “A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire,” 1930

Artifacts as Evidence: Civilian Conservation Corps Cartoon

Artifacts as Evidence: Soviet Shock Worker Badge

Chapter 33
The Hossbach Memorandum (November 10, 1937)

The Munich Agreement (September 29, 1938)

De Gaulle’s Appeal to the French Nation (18 June 1940)

Protocols of the Wannsee Conference (20 January 1942)

Chapter 34
George C. Marshall, The Marshall Plan, 1947

Khrushchev on Peaceful Coexistence and on Stalin’s 
Crimes (1956)

The North Atlantic Treaty (1949)

Andrei Zhdanov, Report on the International Situation to the 
Cominform (September 22, 1947)

John F. Kennedy, Address to the Nation and the World 
(October 22, 1962)

Yeltsin’s Call to Resist the Coup Attempt (August 19, 1991)

Harry S. Truman, The Truman Doctrine, 1947

Joseph Stalin’s Victory Speech (1946)

A Common Market and European Integration (1960)

Glasnost and Perestroika, Gorbachev’s Unintended 
Revolution (1987)

Addressing Climate Change in the Eurozone

Artifacts as Evidence: U-2 Spy Plane

Artifacts as Evidence: Shards of Stained Glass

Chapter 35
Jawaharlal Nehru, Why India Is Non-Aligned (1956)

Ho Chi Minh, Declaration of Independence for the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (2 September 1945)

Jinnah and Gandhi on India’s Partition (1947)

Testimony of Jan Ruff O’Herne, “The War Never Ended for 
the Comfort Women”

National Diet of Japan: Report on Tsunami and Nuclear 
Accident (2011–2012)

U.N. and U.S. Response to North Korean Invasion of South 
Korea (1950)

The Chinese-Soviet Border War (1969)

Nixon’s China Visit, The Shanghai Communiqué (1972)

Deng Xiaoping on Modernizing China and Developing a 
Market Economy (1978–1979)

The Tiananmen Square Protests and Massacre (1989)

Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference (1954)

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (10 August 1964)

The Effects of Atomic Bombs on Hiroshima and  
Nagasaki (1946)

Artifacts as Evidence: Nixon and Mao Ping-Pong  
Paddle Set

Chapter 36
Address by Salvador Allende, President of Chile, 

to the General Assembly of the United Nations 
(4 December 1972)

Brazilian President Getúlio Vargas Meeting with U.S. President  
Franklin D. Roosevelt (1943)

The Plaza of the Three Cultures at Tlatelolco, Mexico City

The Vast Grasslands of the Argentine Pampas

The National Congress Building in Brasília

The Osorno Volcano Towers Above Chile’s Lake District

Artifacts as Evidence: Plaza de Mayo, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

Chapter 37
Charles de Gaulle’s Opening Speech at the Brazzaville 

Conference (January 30, 1944)

Fifth Pan-African Congress, Challenge to the Colonial Powers 
(May 1945)

Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, Wind of Change Speech, 
South Africa (February 3, 1960)

Chapter 38
Speech by President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt 

(September 15, 1956)

Ayatollah Khomeini, Islam and the State in the Middle East: 
Ayatollah Khomeini’s Vision of Islamic Government 
(Mid-20th c.)

Proclamation of Independence of the State of Israel  
(May 14, 1948)

Palestinian Declaration of Independence (November 15, 1988)

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Speech Number Sixteen (1964)

Osama bin Laden, Declaration of Jihad upon the United States 
(1996)

Mohammad Atta, “The Last Night” (2001)

Artifacts as Evidence: Suez Crisis Films

Videos
The videos listed here are available only in the Revel version 

of Connections: A World History, Fourth Edition.

Chapter 1
Chapter 1: Introductory Video
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Chapter 2
Chapter 2: Introductory Video

History 360: Pyramids and Sphinx at Giza

Artifacts as Evidence: Flood Tablet

Chapter 3
Chapter 3: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Pillar of Ashoka

Chapter 4
Chapter 4: Introductory Video

Chinese Writing

Confucianism

History 360: Great Wall of China

Artifacts as Evidence: Han Lacquer Cup

Chapter 5
Chapter 5: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Ancestral Pueblo Jars

Artifacts as Evidence: Corncob Salt Jar

History 360: Tikal

Chapter 6
Chapter 6: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Oxus Chariot Model

Chapter 7
Chapter 7: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Minoan Bull-Leaper

History 360: Athenian Acropolis

Artifacts as Evidence: Coin with Head of Alexander

Chapter 8
Chapter 8: Introductory Video

History 360: Roman Aqueduct at Segovia Spain

History 360: Roman Colosseum

History 360: Hadrian’s Wall

Chapter 9
Chapter 9: Introductory Video

History 360: Viking Ship Hugin

The Split Between Eastern and Western Christianity

Chapter 10
Chapter 10: Introductory Video

History 360: Hagia Sophia

Chapter 11
Chapter 11: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Incense Burner

Chapter 12
Chapter 12: Introductory Video

History 360: Angkor Wat

History 360: Borobudur Buddhist Temple/Prambanan 
Hindu Temple

Artifacts as Evidence: Harem Wall Paintings

Chapter 13
Chapter 13: Introductory Video

History 360: Alhambra Palace

History 360: Kilwa, Tanzania

History 360: Great Zimbabwe

Chapter 14
Chapter 14: Introductory Video

Chinese Commercial Innovations

History 360: Taizoin Zen Buddhist Temple

Artifacts as Evidence: Silk Princess Painting

Chapter 15
Chapter 15: Introductory Video

Genghis Khan and the Mongols (Chinggis Khan)

Artifacts as Evidence: Backgammon Piece

Chapter 16
Chapter 16: Introductory Video

History 360: Mosque Cathedral of Córdoba

History 360: Crusader Castle

History 360: Venice (Maritime Power and Wealth)

History 360: Chartres Cathedral

History 360: Piazza San Marco

History 360: The Sistine Chapel

Artifacts as Evidence: Dürer’s Rhinoceros

Chapter 17
Chapter 17: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Tughra of Suleiman

History 360: Imam (Shah) Mosque

History 360: Fatehpur Sikri

Chapter 18
Chapter 18: Introductory Video

History 360: Machu Picchu

Artifacts as Evidence: Codex Tetlapalco, Codex Saville

Chapter 19
Chapter 19: Introductory Video

History 360: Caravel Matthew

Artifacts as Evidence: Hawikku Bowl and Candlesticks

Chapter 20
Chapter 20: Introductory Video

Chapter 21
Chapter 21: Introductory Video
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History 360: Great Wall of China

The Ming Dynasty

Artifacts as Evidence: Canton Waterfront Punch Bowl

Chapter 22
Chapter 22: Introductory Video

Chapter 23
Chapter 23: Introductory Video

History 360: Morgan Lewis Sugarcane Mill, Barbados

History 360: Elmina Castle, Ghana

Artifacts as Evidence: Amulet in the Form of Miniature 
Shackles

Artifacts as Evidence: Akan Drum

Artifacts as Evidence: Head from Ife

History 360: Kilwa, Tanzania

Chapter 24
Chapter 24: Introductory Video

History 360: Palace of Versailles

History 360: Eighteenth-Century Vienna

History 360: Isaac Newton’s Woolsthorpe Manor

Chapter 25
Chapter 25: Introductory Video

Chapter 26
Chapter 26: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: War Club

History 360: La Citadelle, Haiti

Chapter 27
Chapter 27: Introductory Video

History 360: Masson Mill Textile Factory

Artifacts as Evidence: The Suffragette

History 360: Nineteenth-Century Paris

History 360: Ellis Island

Chapter 28
Chapter 28: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Anti-Slavery Medallion

Chapter 29
Chapter 29: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Commodore Matthew Perry Scroll

Chapter 30
Chapter 30: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Freed Slave Figurine

Artifacts as Evidence: Belgian Congo Photograph

Chapter 31
Chapter 31: Introductory Video

History 360: World War I Trench

Artifacts as Evidence: Lusitania Medal

Chapter 32
Chapter 32: Introductory Video

The Rise of Fascism in Europe

Artifacts as Evidence: Civilian Conservation Corps  
Cartoon

History 360: Red Square

Artifacts as Evidence: Soviet Shock Worker Badge

History 360: Mohandas Gandhi’s Bedroom

Chapter 33
Chapter 33: Introductory Video

History 360: Auschwitz

History 360: Pointe du Hoc, Normandy, France

Chapter 34
Chapter 34: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: U-2 Spy Plane

Cold War Connections: Russia, America, Berlin,  
and Cuba

Artifacts as Evidence: Shards of Stained Glass

History 360: Prague Spring, Wenceslas Square

History 360: Reunification of Berlin

History 360: Brexit Vote

Chapter 35
Chapter 35: Introductory Video

Postwar Resurgence of Japan

Artifacts as Evidence: Nixon and Mao Ping-Pong 
 Paddle Set

History 360: Long Bien Bridge, Hanoi, Vietnam

History 360: Singapore

Chapter 36
Chapter 36: Introductory Video

History 360: Museo De La Revolución

Artifacts as Evidence: Plaza de Mayo, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

Chapter 37
Chapter 37: Introductory Video

History 360: Nelson Mandela’s House and Museum

Artifacts as Evidence: Gold Coast/Ghana Stamps

Chapter 38
Chapter 38: Introductory Video

Artifacts as Evidence: Suez Crisis Films
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Connecting with World 
­History Students: Why 
We Wrote This Book

We are two professors who love teaching world history. For the past quarter-
century, at our middle-sized college, we have team-taught a two-semester 
world history course that first-year students take to fulfill a college-wide 

requirement. Our students have very diverse backgrounds and interests. Most take 
world history only because it is required, and many find it very challenging. Helping 
them to understand it and infecting them with our enthusiasm for it are our main pur-
poses and passions.

This is an exciting time to be teaching world history. In an age of growing global 
interconnectedness, an understanding of diverse world cultures and their histories has 
never been more essential. Indeed, it is increasingly apparent that students who lack 
this understanding will be poorly prepared to function in modern society or even to 
comprehend the daily news.

At the same time, the teaching of world history has never seemed more challeng-
ing. As the amount of material and its complexity increase, students can get bogged 
down in details and inundated with information, losing sight of the overall scope and 
significance of the human experience. Conveying world history to college students 
in a comprehensible and appealing way, without leaving them confused and over-
whelmed, is one of the toughest challenges we face.

To help meet this challenge and better connect with our students, we have written 
a compact, affordable world history text that is tailored to meet their needs. In develop-
ing this text, we pursued several main goals.

First, because students often find it difficult to read and process lengthy, detailed 
chapters, we sought to write a text that is concise and engaging, with short, interesting 
chapters that focus on major trends and developments.

Second, since students often see history as a bewildering array of details, dates, 
and events, we chose a unifying theme—connections among world societies—and 
grouped our chapters to reflect the growth of such connections from regional to global.

Third, having seen many students struggle because they lack a good sense of 
geography, we included more than 250 maps—far more than most other texts—and 
provided a number of other features designed to help readers better understand and 
process the material.

A Concise and Readable Text
Since even the best text does little good if students do not read it, we endeavored above 
all to produce one that is concise and readable. We addressed ourselves to first-year 
college students, using a simple, straightforward narrative that tells the compelling 
story of the peoples and societies that preceded us and how they shaped the world. To 
avoid drowning our readers in a welter of details, we chose to take an introductory ap-
proach rather than an encyclopedic one. With this text, students will become familiar 
with the most important trends, developments, and issues in world history, and they 
will gain an appreciation for the vast diversity of human societies and endeavors.

To make our narrative less overwhelming and more accessible to students, we have 
limited most chapters to about 10,000 words and divided each chapter into short topical 
sections. By writing concise chapters, we have enabled average students to read them in 
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an hour or so. By keeping sections short, we have partitioned the narrative into manage-
able segments so that readers can process material before they move on. By furnishing 
learning objectives at the start of each chapter and a review section at the end, with focus 
questions, key terms, and timelines, we have highlighted major issues and themes while 
keeping in sight the overall trends and developments.

Connections in World History
In our teaching we have found that many students find world history confusing and 
overwhelming in part because they have no overall framework for understanding it. 
To help them sort things out, we have focused our text on a central theme of connec-
tions among world societies. By stressing this theme, we have sought to maintain a 
sense of coherence and purpose, and to give our readers a framework that will help 
them to make sense of history.

Rather than divide our text into ancient, medieval, and modern eras, an arrange-
ment that works for Europe but has limited value elsewhere, we have instead grouped 
our chapters into two overlapping ages: an Age of Regional Connections, lasting until 
about 1650 c.e., and an Age of Global Connections, dating from roughly 1500 to the 
present. Each age is then subdivided into three eras, reflecting the expansion of connec-
tions from regional to global levels. This framework, summarized in our Introductory 
Overview (“Making Sense of World History”) and in our table of contents, is designed 
to give students the “big picture” of world history that they often lack.

Within each era are chapters that provide both regional and global perspectives, 
stressing not only each culture’s distinct features but also its connections with other 
regions and cultures. Readers thus can readily appreciate both the diversity and the 
interconnectedness of human societies.

Within each chapter, at the start of each section, are discussion questions that 
highlight major issues and our connections theme. Readers thus can delve into details 
while also keeping sight of the overall context.

An Extensive and Consistent Map Program
Many students approach world history with only a rudimentary understanding of 
world geography, and maps are a crucial tool in understanding world history. Our 
text contains an abundance of carefully crafted maps, designed within each chapter to 
build one upon another. With more than 250 maps throughout the book, Connections 
offers one of the most extensive map programs of any world history survey textbook.

We have worked very hard to make the maps clear and to place them where read-
ers can refer to them without turning pages. As much as possible, the maps use colors, 
fonts, labels, and other markers consistently so that students will find these features 
familiar from one map to the next. And in the digital version of our text, many of the 
maps are dynamic and interactive, with features that animate changes over time and 
enable readers to focus specifically on each major element in turn.

Finally, the map captions are carefully written to clarify the maps, to connect them 
with surrounding text, and to guide the students’ attention to the most important ele-
ments in those maps. Each map caption includes a question to help students consider 
critical issues.

Revel
Revel is an interactive learning environment that deeply engages students and pre-
pares them for class. Media and assessment integrated directly within the authors’ 
narrative help students read, explore interactive content, and practice in one continu-
ous learning path. Thanks to the dynamic reading experience in Revel, students come 
to class prepared to discuss, apply, and learn from instructors and from each other.
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Learn more about Revel
www.pearson.com/revel

Features
We have incorporated in our instructional design a carefully selected set of features, 
each chosen with this basic guideline in mind: Will it help students to better envision, 
understand, and process the material they are reading?

Visuals  We provide an ample array of photos and other visuals, selected to illus-
trate developments explicitly discussed in the text. To ensure that students will con-
nect the text with the images, we have placed them next to or below the passages they 
illustrate.

Pronunciation Guides  Since students often struggle to pronounce unfamiliar names 
and places, we have placed parenthetical pronunciation guides immediately following 
first use of such names and places in the text.

Videos And Vignettes

•	 Vignettes. Each chapter opens with a vignette designed to capture the reader’s 
interest and introduce the chapter’s main themes.

•	 Introductory Videos. In Revel an introductory video also highlights key themes 
and learning objectives.

•	 History 360 Experiences. Embedded History 360 experiences allow students to 
learn about history through the exploration of historical sites. Each immersive ex-
perience combines 360-degree photographs and videos with sound, images, and 
text to help bring the past to life.

•	 Artifacts as Evidence Videos. Created in partnership with the British Museum, 
the Imperial War Museums, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Victoria and Al-
bert Museum, these videos use a wide range of unique artifacts as starting points 
to explain and illuminate world history.

Primary Sources  To acquaint students with primary sources and illuminate materi-
als covered in our narrative, Revel provides a multitude of primary sources, including 
documents and photos, carefully selected and edited for student understanding, with 
direct links to the sources placed right after the passages to which they relate.

Chapter Review Sections  Each chapter has a comprehensive end-of-chapter review 
section that incorporates the following features:

•	 Conclusion. This feature, provides a concise overview of the chapter’s main 
themes, highlights key connections, and puts them in historical perspective.

•	 Chapter Timeline. Each chapter contains a comprehensive chronology that lists 
the key dates and developments, helping students to see at a glance the sequence 
of important events.

•	 Key Terms. Key terms are highlighted in boldface in the narrative. In print the 
key terms are listed at the end of each chapter with page references to facilitate 
review. In Revel, key term definitions pop up in the narrative and are provided at 
the end of the chapter in interactive flashcards to help students readily review and 
understand the terms.

•	 Ask Yourself. A set of questions at the end of every chapter encourages further 
reflection and analysis of topics, issues, and connections considered in the chapter.

Assessments  End-of-Section and end-of-chapter graded quizzes help students 
gauge their mastery of the material before moving onto the next unit.
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Integrated Writing Opportunities.  Integrated throughout Revel, writing opportuni-
ties help students connect chapter content with personal learning. Each chapter offers 
three varieties of writing prompts: the Journal prompt, eliciting brief topic-specific 
assignments, addressing subjects at the module level; the Shared Writing prompt, 
which encourages students to share and respond to each other’s posts to high-interest 
topics in the chapter; and Chapter Essays, which ask students to discuss a major theme 
of the chapter or across multiple chapters.

A Student-Centered Textbook
For a number of years, we and our colleagues have used our text, with highly encour-
aging results. Since this educational product is affordable and readily accessible stu-
dents can easily access it in the classroom or almost anywhere else. Since chapters are 
concise and engaging, we find that students actually read them before coming to class 
and thus are better prepared to understand and discuss key issues. Students who com-
pleted questionnaires or wrote reviews of our chapters said they found them clear and 
compelling. By pointing out passages they found dry or confusing, these students also 
helped make the book more readable. We went to great lengths to create a title that is 
useful, accessible, and attractive to our students. For they, after all, are the reasons we 
wrote this book.

Ed Judge 
judge@lemoyne.edu

John Langdon 
langdon@lemoyne.edu

New to This Edition

•	 History 360 Experiences: Embedded History 360 experiences allow students to 
learn about history through the exploration of historical sites. Each immersive ex-
perience combines 360-degree photographs and videos with sound, images, and 
text to help bring the past to life.

•	 Artifacts as Evidence Videos: Created in partnership with the British Museum, the 
Imperial War Museums, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, these videos use a wide range of unique artifacts as starting points to 
explain and illuminate world history.

•	 Numerous new photos and images have been added and placed either next to or 
below the passages they illustrate.

•	 Chapter-opening videos have been added to each chapter in Revel, each of them 
stressing key themes and objectives.

•	 Many new animations and interactive features have been added to the maps in 
Revel, including “Check Your Understanding,” a map quiz that encourages stu-
dents to recognize the wealth of information maps provide to their understanding 
of the country and time period.

•	 Self-paced multiple-choice, matching, and other interactives placed in-line with 
the narrative throughout the Revel chapters allow students to pause and test their 
understanding at key points within a section before they move on.

•	 Chapter 11, which includes pre-Islamic Arabia, has been expanded and updated in 
light of new evidence and interpretations.

•	 Chapter 17 on the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires has been revised.

•	 The discussion of African history has been greatly expanded and enhanced 
throughout. Early African societies have been given greater prominence and cov-
ered in greater depth in Chapters 2 and 13, and the treatment of African history 
since the 1400s has been broadened, updated, and placed in greater global context 
in Chapters 23, 30, and 37.
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•	 Chapter 34 has a new extensive section on the West and Russia in the post-Cold 
War era.

•	 Coverage of West Asia and the modern Middle East has likewise been expanded 
and updated in Chapters 30 and 38, with enhanced treatment and analysis of re-
cent developments there.

•	 “Connections in a Globalizing Age,” a new epilogue that discusses transnational 
and global issues facing the world in the twenty-first century, has been added to 
the Combined Volumes and Volume 2.

Key Supplements and Customer Support
Supplements for Instructors
Pearson is pleased to offer the following resources to qualified adopters of Connections: 
A World History. These supplements are available to instantly download on the 
Instructor Resource Center (IRC); please visit the IRC at www.pearsonhighered.com/
irc to register for access.

INSTRUCTOR’S RESOURCE MANUAL. Available for download at the Instructor’s 
Resource Center, www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the Instructor’s Resource Manual 
contains resources for each chapter that include learning objectives, detailed outline, 
summary, discussion questions, a “Connections” section, and list of Revel assets.

TEST BANK. Thoroughly reviewed, revised, and updated, the Fourth Edition Test Bank 
file contains more than 2,500 multiple-choice, short answer, and essay test questions. 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS. PowerPoints contain chapter outlines and full-
color images of maps and art. All PowerPoints are accessible.

MYTEST TEST BANK. Available at www.pearsonmytest.com, MyTest is a powerful 
assessment generation program that helps instructors easily create and print quiz-
zes and exams. Questions and tests can be authored online, allowing instructors ulti-
mate flexibility and the ability to efficiently manage assessments anytime, anywhere! 
Instructors can easily access existing questions and edit, create, and store using simple 
drag-and-drop and Word-like controls.
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A Note on Dates and Spellings
In labeling dates, like many other world history teachers, we use the initials b.c.e. 
(Before the Common Era) and c.e. (Common Era), which correspond respectively to 
the labels b.c. (Before Christ) and a.d. (Anno Domini, “The Year of the Lord”), long used 
in Western societies. In spelling Chinese names, we use the Pinyin system, internation-
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priate. (Chapter 17, for example, notes that Central Asian warrior Timur Lenk was also 
called Tamerlane in Europe.)
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Making Sense of World 
­History: An Introductory 
­Overview for Students
The study of world history is exciting, filled with fascinating insights, exploits, ven-
tures, tragedies, and triumphs. But it can also be daunting. Faced with countless de-
tails, dates, and events, how can we possibly make sense of it all?

One way is to organize the past around a theme that applies the world over. Our 
central theme in this book is connections: the ways that people and societies interact 
with each other over time. We focus not only on actions and achievements of people in 
diverse societies but also on how they learned from, traded with, and conflicted with 
each other.

To put these connections in global context and illustrate the “big picture,” we di-
vide the past into two main ages and six overlapping eras, reflecting the expansion of 
connections from regional to global levels, with the six main parts in our table of con-
tents each covering an era. This structure is artificial, imposed by us on the past, but it 
furnishes a useful framework for making sense of world history.

I. An Age of Regional Connections, to 1650 c.e. 
(Chapters 1–19)
In our first age, connections were regional, and people survived mainly by finding or 
raising food. After foraging for food in small nomadic bands for tens of thousands of 
years, people increasingly took up farming and lived in more permanent settlements, 
typically villages surrounded by fields on which they grew crops or grazed animals. In 
regions unsuited for farming, people hunted and/or herded animals, moving periodi-
cally to find fresh grazing grounds. In regions where farming supplied surplus food, 
some people came to live in towns and cities, specializing in such pursuits as gover-
nance, warfare, religion, crafting goods, and trading with other regions. As popula-
tions grew, some societies formed states, territories run by a central government, often 
headed by a powerful ruler. Eventually some states conquered others to create large 
empires, expanding regional and transregional connections.

ERA ONE. EMERGENCE AND EXPANSION OF REGIONAL SOCIETIES, TO 300 c.e. 
(CHAPTERS 1–8)  During this lengthy era, as foraging gave way to farming in some 
regions, food production and population increased. People formed regional states—
groups of villages, towns, and cities ruled by a single government—first in northeast-
ern Africa and West Asia, and later in India, China, the Americas, and elsewhere. States 
connected and conflicted with each other, eventually creating transregional empires—
large expanses with various lands and cultures under a single government—such as 
those established by Persians, Macedonians and Greeks, Indians, Chinese, and Ro-
mans. By the era’s end, many regions were also connected by land and sea trade routes 
and by belief systems such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Confucianism, 
Daoism, Judaism, and Christianity.

ERA TWO. TRANSREGIONAL CONFLICTS AND RELIGIOUS CONNECTIONS,  
200–1200 c.e. (CHAPTERS 9–14)  During this thousand-year era, connections among 
diverse regions were often created by expansive religions offering hope of salvation, 
and by states that espoused and spread these religions. Christianity, originating in Pal-
estine in the first century c.e., spread across West Asia, Europe, and North Africa until 
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challenged by Islam, a new faith that soon linked much of Africa and Eurasia reli-
giously, culturally, and commercially. Buddhism, after taking hold in India by the first 
century c.e., divided into branches and spread through much of Asia until challenged 
by resurgent Hinduism and Confucianism.

ERA THREE. CROSS-CULTURAL CONFLICTS AND COMMERCIAL CONNECTIONS, 
1000–1650 (CHAPTERS 15–19)  Our third era was marked by the formation of vast 
new political and commercial empires. Some were land based, created by Central Eur-
asian Turks and Mongols and by Aztecs and Inca in the Americas. Others were sea 
based, forged by Portuguese and Spanish sailors and soldiers. Their conquests brought 
mass devastation but also fostered new connections among distant and diverse cul-
tures, laying foundations for the emergence of a global economy.

II. An Age of Global Connections, 1500–Present 
(Chapters 20–38)
Our second age has been marked by the growth of global connections and commerce. 
Instead of raising their own food, people increasingly worked in commercial pursuits, 
selling goods and services for money to buy food and goods. More and more peo-
ple came to live in urban areas, engaged in enterprises using technologies to provide 
goods and services, and connected by global networks supplying resources, products, 
fuels, and information. Conflicts, too, became global, as nations vied for resources and 
markets as well as for lands and beliefs, and revolutionary ideals fueled upheavals the 
world over.

ERA FOUR. THE SHIFT FROM REGIONAL TO GLOBAL CONNECTIONS, 1500–1800 
(CHAPTERS 20–25)  In this era, wealth and power shifted from East to West. Seeking 
direct commercial access to India, China, and Indonesia, Europeans wrested Indian 
Ocean trade from the Muslims (who connected much of Eurasia and Africa) and also 
developed American colonies sustained by an Atlantic slave trade. As global commerce 
expanded, Western nations such as Spain, France, and Britain grew to rival in power 
and wealth the Chinese and Islamic empires. Russia, too, became a world power, ex-
panding to the east, west, and south to create a Eurasian empire.

ERA FIVE. REVOLUTION, INDUSTRY, IDEOLOGY, AND EMPIRE, 1750–1914 
(CHAPTERS 26–30)  During our fifth era, revolutionary forces reshaped the West and 
eventually much of the world. Political revolutions in North America, Europe, and 
Latin America spread ideas of liberty and equality. An industrial revolution, beginning 
in Britain, spread across Europe and North America, radically altering societies. These 
upheavals bred new ideologies, including liberalism, socialism, and nationalism, fu-
eling new revolts. As European nations industrialized, they forged new connections 
through imperialism, using new weapons and technologies to dominate Africa and 
Asia. Africans and Asians, their cultures threatened by Western domination, began 
adapting the new ideas and technologies to fit their own cultures and needs.

ERA SIX. GLOBAL UPHEAVALS AND GLOBAL INTEGRATION, 1900–PRESENT 
(CHAPTERS 31–38)  By the twentieth century, Western nations had connected much 
of the world under their economic and political sway, while competing among them-
selves for resources and power. Their competition spawned two world wars, destroy-
ing much of Europe and millions of people, followed by a long cold war, dividing Eu-
rope and encompassing the globe. Africans and Asians, capitalizing on these conflicts 
while selectively adapting Western ways, freed themselves from Western domination 
and sought to modernize their economies. By the twenty-first century, the world was 
divided politically into numerous nations but connected commercially by an increas-
ingly integrated global economy.
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Ask Yourself
1.	 Why and how did humans transition from foraging to farming and organize them-

selves into settlements and states?

2.	 What roles did empires, religions, commerce, and technologies play in expanding 
connections among cultures?

3.	 What were the advantages and disadvantages of increased connections among 
cultures? Why and how were such connections often accompanied by conflict, 
exploitation, and suffering?

4.	 Why and how did societies transition from economies based on subsistence farm-
ing to economies based on commerce and technology? What impacts did these 
transitions have on the lives of ordinary people?

5.	 Why is it important for modern people to learn and understand world history?
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