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About the exhibition

The exhibition showcases the original and unique instant photography works by selected Hong
Kong artists who practise photography and other artistic media. Instant photography as an open
photographic medium because of its low-tech, impromptu and private nature, allows different
forms of photographic and artistic experiments both conceptually and technically, was widely
used by photographers and artists alike during 1980s-2000s. It was used both as a means and an
end. The unique works on view also reflect a facet of the Hong Kong photography scene influenced
by western art trends and icons, films and ideologies including Andy Warhol, pop art, abstraction

and futurism.

B R EE

EXRRERLZMUUBEZMEMENAIENTEEHRNRA L BRNERES . DERETRE
MR/ —EBRRUNERRT, EERCEE. FAAMREFNAE, SEOESARM EE
TARREANBEEZREZHMER, FILEHE1980E 2000 FRFBEMMBHREZER. E
Be—EIAMERE, CIRIENREEN. RENBRERERRRTEERZEXAT
SNEMEZENTER, GREREER. TEEHN. HRIBARKRIESE.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

@.Blindspot
Gallery

"A Permanent Instant: instant photography from 1980s-2000s by Hong Kong artists ”
Featured artists: Choi Yan Chi, Almond Chu, Joseph Fung, Hon Chi Fun, Lai Lon Hin, Lee Ka Sing, Wing
Shya, Blues Wong, Hisun Wong and Wong Wo Bik

5 March - 23 April 2016

Opening Reception: Saturday, 5 March 2016, 4 - 6:30pm

Artists will be present.

Venue: Blindspot Gallery (15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk Hang,

Hong Kong)

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 6pm (Sunday and Monday by appointment only); closed on

public holidays

Hon Chi Fun

print being a unique work of art, the hidden history of the image, which ranges from the
studio setting to the motion of the emulsion being pulled, is revealed in the visual
language and personality of the final imagel. The works of Joseph Fung highlight the
artist’s craftsmanship where they incorporate abstract drawing, scratching and other
artistic treatments. Also created with direct manipulations on the works, Hon Chi Fun’s
works accentuate a one-of-a-kind uniqueness resembling that of his paintings, as they
feature compositional elements and effects like photomontage and scratching. Choi Yan
Chi’s experiment with operating the Polaroid cameras unconventionally, like using
exposure delay to create distorted lighting and colours, marks the photographer’s
manipulation of visual effects in the pre-photoshop era. The only Hong Kong artist who

Blindspot Gallery is delighted to present “Permanent Instant: instant photography
from 1980s-2000s by Hong Kong artists”, an exhibition featuring the original and
unique instant photography works by ten Hong Kong artists who practice
photography and other artistic media. Instant photography as an open photographic
medium because of its low-tech, impromptu and private nature, which allows
different forms of photographic artistic experiments both conceptually and
technically, was widely used by photographers and artists alike during the 1980s-
2000s. The works on display also reflect a facet of the Hong Kong photography scene
influenced by western art trends and icons, films and ideologies including Andy
Warhol, pop art, abstraction and futurism.

As a creative platform, instant photography
possesses a distinctive appeal for the sense of
physicality and craftsmanship it conveys. With each
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Joseph Fung

works exclusively in instant photography, Hisun Wong showcases in his painterly works of Polaroid transfers the diverse
technical possibilities and creative expression inherent in the medium.

! Jeff Enlow: Parallelograms, http://20x24studio.com




The aesthetics and cultural imagination of the
changing eras also run through the artists’
experiments in encapsulating the “Permanent
Instant”. A collage of staged scenes alluding to the
classic film as well as Hong Kong’s handover in
1997, Blues Wong’s re-creation of the red lantern
spells the artist’s political concern and sheds light
on story-telling in instant photography. Beyond the
feminine touches to the everyday objects and body
parts she photographed, Wong Wo Bik’s works are
partial portrayals that anticipate and resist the
sexist view on femininity, and which resonate with ST
an east-meets-west aesthetics. Lai Lon Hin, whose
Wong Wo Bik  works on display were produced from the 2000s Hisun Wong
onwards, presents intriguing glimpses of everyday
objects and people in snapshots taken around the city.

Between commercial studio shots and personal captures, the works of Almond Chu,
Lee Ka Sing and Wing Shya illuminate the use of instant photography both as a means
for composition preview and an end in the creation of stand-alone works. From
screen captures from iconic 1980s films to studio shots of still life and self-portraits,
Almond Chu’s works point to instant photography as a highly personal medium,
where the manual manipulation of images
denoting a dimension of handicraft. Originally
. . composed for commercial photography and

St o0 ¢ SLOTATE printed materials such as magazine covers, Lee
%““.ﬁ‘m——" Ka Sing’s images encompass abstract imagery
Amb‘\‘ommhf... 6’ and popular artistic sensibilities of the 1980s.
In Wing Shya’s Polaroid slideshow video, which
comprises 1,100 head shots of people he came
across at film sets, the impromptu and private glimpses are recreated as an
unfolding that goes far beyond the vision of the initial instants.

Almond Chu

Lee Ka Sing

Blindspot Gallery will also open a solo exhibition “Fragments of Future Histories” by Cédric Maridet on the same day.
Artists will be present at the opening reception. Interviews are welcome and can be arranged.

Blindspot Gallery will be participating in Art|Basel Hong Kong this year in the GALLERIES section (Booth 3C36) during 24-
26 March featuring Leung Chi Wo, Trevor Yeung and Zhang Xiao.

About Blindspot Gallery

Blindspot Gallery was set up in 2010 to bring contemporary photography, an art form that was in the blind spot of the
Hong Kong art scene, to a higher degree of visibility. We feature contemporary photography and image based works of
established and emerging artists, mainly from the region but also beyond.

For enquiries and media interviews, please contact Ms. Lesley Kwok at 2517 6238 or by email info@blindspotgallery.com

Image captions:

Hon Chi Fun, Untitled 01, 1983, Mixed media, 10.7 x 8.8 cm

Joseph Fung, Garbage Bin, 1988, Instant film, 10.7 x 8.8 cm

Hisun Wong, Glass Milk Bottle, 1995, Instant film transfer on watercolor paper, 25.6 x 20 cm
Wong Wo Bik, A Bundle, Hong Kong, 1981, Instant film, 10.7 x 8.8 cm

Lee Ka Sing, Fragments from four artists in a picture show, 1991, Mixed media, 10.3 x 14.6 cm
Almond Chu, Self-portrait No.2, 1984, Marker on instant film, 10.7 x 8.8 cm

(Images courtesy of artists and Blindspot Gallery)
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About Choi Yan Chi

Born in 1949, Choi Yan Chi is a visual artist who has been active since the 1980s and a co-founder of
1A Space, one of Hong Kong’s oldest independent, non-profit art organisation. She was a grantee of
Asian Cultural Council in 1990. In 1993, she was invited to take part in the First Asia Pacific Triennial
at Queensland Art Gallery, Australia; in the same year she had a solo exhibition at the Haus der
Kulturen der Welt, Germany. Her accolades include an award by Hong Kong Secretary of Home Affairs’

Commendation Scheme 2010-11.

In 2015, she presented a short interactive performance, a commission by M+, Hong Kong in association
with MoMA’s PopRally to cerebrate Yoko Ono’s “MORNING PEACE”. Choi’s work is collected by Hong

Kong Museum of Art and Hong Kong Heritage Museum. She now lives and works in Hong Kong.
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Choi Yan Chi &%
Untitled 11, 01, 14, 10 (=811, 01, 14, 10)

1983
Instant film [ ENZEER A
10.7 x 8.8 cm each /| &3R10.7 x 8.8[EX
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Choi Yan Chi &%

Untitled 05, 07, 12, 08 (¥R o05, 07, 12, 08)
1983

Instant film / BNEERB &

10.7 x 8.8 cm each /| &3R10.7 x 8.8[EX
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Choi Yan Chi &J)Z&
Untitled 09, 06, 03, 13 {#&809, 06, 03, 13)

1983
Instant film [ ENZEER A
10.7 x 8.8 cm each | &3&10.7 x 8.8[EX
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About Almond Chu

Born in 1962, Almond Chu is a fine art and commercial photographer and the founder of Hong Kong’s
pH5 Photo Group. His works have been exhibited extensively around the world. In 1993, Chu was
awarded the Agfa Fellowship Young Photographer Award by Asian Cultural Council. In 2015, he was

nominated for the Prix Pictet.

Chu’s work is collected by The Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts (Moscow, Russia); Hong Kong
Museum of Art; Guangdong Museum of Art (Guangzhou, China); University Museum and Art Gallery
of the University of Hong Kong; Deutsche Bank Collections, among others. He now lives and works in

Hong Kong.
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Almond Chu &&E%E
Jacob’s Ladder No. 1-8

1991
Instant film, set of 8 / BIZARR | - —#H83k
10.7 x 8.8 cm each | &3R10.7 x 8.8[EX
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(Detail)
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Almond Chu k&%
Self-portrait No. 2

1984
Marker on instant film / BB B ~ WEE
10.7 x 8.8 cm
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Almond Chu k&%
Self-portrait No. 6

1985

Instant film, set of 4 | BIEERR & » —#43R
7.4 x 10 cm each | §3K7.4 x 10[EX
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About Joseph Fung

An established photographer, curator and educator, Joseph Fung is an Honorable Adviser of the
Hong Kong Photographic Culture Association. He has co-curated many exhibitions including
“Tradition-antiTradition” (Hong Kong International Photo Festival, 2014) and “Four Dimensions:
Contemporary Photography of Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan & Macau” (Hong Kong

International Photo Festival, 2010), among others.

A member of the judging panel of Hong Kong Art Biennial, Fung is also an advisor to Hong Kong
Museum of Art, Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Hong Kong Arts Development Council, Home Affairs
Bureau, and Aperture Magazine (US). His work has been exhibited extensively regionally and
internationally, and is collected by Guangdong Museum of Art (Guangzhou, China) and Hong Kong

Heritage Museum. He now lives and works in Hong Kong.
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Joseph Fung '&:&#2
Airbrush Room series 1-4

1989
Instant film, set of 4 | BIEERR & » —#43R
10.7 x 8.8 cm each | &3R10.7 x 8.8[EX

-
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Joseph Fung J&E#T
Garbage bin

1988

Instant film [ ENEERR A
10.7 X 8.8 cm
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About Hon Chi Fun

Born in 1922, Hon Chi Fun is one of Hong Kong’s most respected visual artists. Hon co-founded the
Circle Art Group in 1963, a pioneering Modernist Art group in Hong Kong. In 1970, Hon was the first
Hong Kong grantee awarded a Fellowship by John D. Rockefeller 3rd Foundation — the predecessor

organisation of Asian Cultural Council.

Hon’s work has been exhibited extensively in Hong Kong and overseas, including “Secret Code”
a major retrospective exhibition at Hong Kong Museum of Art in 2005. In 2013, Hon received the
Medal of Honour from the Hong Kong SAR Government in recognition of his outstanding artistic
achievement. His work is collected by Hong Kong Museum of Art; Hong Kong Heritage Museum;
University Museum and Art Gallery of the University of Hong Kong; other private and corporate

collections. Hon currently lives in Hong Kong.

B SR
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Hon Chi Fun &&8)
Untitled 02 (#EZ802)

1983
Mixed media [ B &1
10.7 x 8.8 cm

-
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Hon Chi Fun &8
Untitled 06, 01, 12, 09 {#=806, 01, 12, 09)

1983
Mixed media, set of 4 [ ES AL » H445F
10.7 x 8.8 cm each | &3R10.7 x 8.8[EX
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Hon Chi Fun &8
Untitled 11 {#ER811)

1983
Mixed media | B & 182
10.7 x 8.8 cm
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About Lai Lon Hin

Born in 1982, Lai Lon Hin has participated in several group photography exhibitions, including “Inside
China [Journées Thématiques]” (Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 2015); “Hong Kong Photography Series 2:
City Flaneur - Social Documentary Photography” (Hong Kong Heritage Museum, 2010) and Pingyao
International Photography Festival (China, 2008). Lai is best known for his snapshots of the city taken
by his vintage Polaroid camera and ordinary cell phone. His work is collected by Hong Kong Heritage

Museum. He now lives and works in Hong Kong.

BARS FEATE

Ht982F, EHEESHEAREAEERERENER “Inside China[Journées Thématiques]”
(2015) « FEXUEYEN ‘FEBEZRIEEZ. HmBkE —HSLERE (2010)
RAEFERBREZE (2008) « BHREABANZME RS EEERMEEEEEF AT

TEEH. MHNEREEEXKEYERR. MIRNEBEERLE.
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Lai Lon Hin $8ERE
The Excuses.a8 {F&&%.a8)

2005-2006
Instant film / BNEERB &
10.7 x 8.8 cm
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Lai Lon Hin $8ERE
The Excuses.a4 {3EiX.a4)

2005-2006
Instant film [ ENZEER A
10.7 x 8.8 cm
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Lai Lon Hin $8ERE
The Excuses.a6 {3&&%.a6)

2005-2006
Instant film / BNEERB &
10.7 x 8.8 cm
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About Lee Ka Sing

Born in 1954, Lee Ka Sing is a photo-based artist and a co-founder of DISLOCATION, a former
independent photography magazine. In 1989, he was awarded “Artist of the Year” by Hong
Kong Artists’ Guild. In 1999, he received Fellowship for Artistic Development by Hong Kong Arts
Development Council. Selected monographs include Thirty-one Photographs (1993, Photo Art),
Forty Poems, photographs 1995-98 (1998, Ocean & Pounds, Hong Kong Arts Development Council
publication grant), The Language of Fruits and Vegetables (2004, Hong Kong Heritage Museum), De ci la
des choses (2006, Editions You-Feng). His work is collected by private and public collections including
Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography (Japan) and Hong Kong Heritage Museum. Lee currently

lives and works in Toronto, Canada.

BRERSR

HR1954F, BEENREZRASHBILBEES CTIKREY BIEAZ—- R19895F,
thETEENRBBRBEEHRFRE, Mo FREEENERBIREERESZE. TE
FREE FERFRAM (RELMIL, 1993) « (Forty Poems» (REZH, FEZIN
BREFBEL, 1998) « GRERAFEEY (FEKIEYEE, 2004) « «EF Decilades choses)
(L H IR, 2006) o MATERBEIAAR AT E, BEAAFETHBEEENENSTHX
HIEYE. ZRERMNEXRZREETRIIE,



Lee Ka Sing =X &
Wind, Mountain, Water, Happiness

1989
Instant film, set of 4 | ENEERR B - —#H45k
10.3 X 14.6 cm each [ &3Rk10.3 X 14.6[EK

-
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Lee Ka Sing =X &
In the course of finding a perfect bitter watermelon for photography

1990
Instant film / ENEERB &
14.6 X 10.3 cm



Lee Ka Sing =X &
Fragments from four artists in a picture show

1991
Instant film / BIZERB &
10.3 X 14.6 cm

-
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About Wing Shya

Born in 1964, Wing Shya is a Hong Kong-based photographer who works in fashion, film and art. He
started his career as a graphic designer after studying at the Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design in

Canada. Upon his return to Hong Kong, Shya set up Shya-la-la Workshop.

Shya regularly contributes to numerous international fashion and art magazines including iD (UK),
Tank (UK) and Visionaire (US), among many other prestigious and influential publications. Shya
has also been the exclusive photographer and graphic designer for Wong Kar Wai’s films including
Happy Together, In The Mood for Love, Eros and 2046. Also a recognised director, he has directed
several music videos, TV commercials, as well as film Hot Summer Days. In 2006, Shya was the first non-
Japanese photographer invited by Mori Art Museum, Tokyo to have his solo exhibition "Distraction/

Attraction". He currently lives and works in Hong Kong.

)Rz

E1964F, BRRE—EEARBEMULTINKE. EXRENHR. R MERIEF
RTENERFTRBEERETFEKAM, EEEKZT 8BS I{EE Shyala-la Workshop.

EREHAZEEBRELRENRTYRAE, BFEEEMN DY « (Tanky HEHFMEEP
(Visionaire» ¥i. BEREEIFRFZHNEXLNEBELM A LEZE, 81 «HFX
EHEY o (THFFEZEY « B K 2046 ; NEHELEZTEKER. EEESTRER
CEPREREERIRY o 72006, EREENHRRHENERZREI/THMEE “Distraction/
Attraction” « BRIEBNEBEELTIE.
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Wing Shya EkEE
Kaboom

20005
Video | #&
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About Blues Wong

Born in 1966, Blues Wong has contributed extensively as a photography, fine art and film critic for
over two decades. Wong is a founding member of the Hong Kong Photographic Culture

Association, and a museum expert advisor to the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

His monograph Mandala AfterDark was published in 2007. He has co-curated many photography
exhibitions including “Hong Kong Photography Series 2: City Flaneur - Social Documentary
Photography” (Hong Kong Heritage Museum, 2010); “Rediscovering Photography in Hong Kong”
(Pingyao International Photography Festival, China, 2011) and “2014 Hong Kong and Macao Visual Arts
P

Biennial” (Ministry of Culture, Beijing, 2014). He currently lives and works in Hong Kong.

bR S == R
Ait19665F, BERUBIEERT . Eiff. EXS “tF. hREEBEXBERIRA
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HRPEAR Ha%zﬁ’g <<.%%§ﬁﬁ‘é>> 2007 HMR. REBNBEYRESE ‘SEABXRIIRE
T OTOBMEE BEY (BEXLEYE, 20100) « REABENEI-EEE
(EF@SFJ%@B%ZTHHE/ﬁﬁ, 2011) BRBIRXUIRIERERN 0o0uFBREAEBENEFR,
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Blues Wong E R4
Raise the Red Lantern {X#I1E&ES5H)

1995
Instant film, set of 5 panels [ BIZ8R2 i » 548

27 x 27 cm each panel | &#27 x 27/EX
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(Detail: panel 3 of 5)
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About Hisun Wong

Born in 1958 in Singapore and raised in Hong Kong, Hisun Wong creates his works of image
transfer exclusively with instant photographic materials. His solo exhibitions have included “China
West” (Fringe Club, Hong Kong, 2012) and “Intimate Impression 2” (The Upper Station Gallery, Hong
Kong, 2011). His work is collected by Museum of Fine Art (Houston, US); Polaroid Collections (US);
Hong Kong Heritage Museum; University Museum and Art Gallery of the University of Hong Kong and

Guangdong Museum of Art (Guangzhou, China). Wong currently lives and works in Shanghai, China.

B ERE

1958 FERFMF . RRNEE, THE—EFINNBEEEZBNEIE. HEARES
W OCPEAERT (BT, B8, 2002) K “BEEDN”  (The Upper Station Gallery, &,
201) « TIRMBZERAERNRTEENEYE. EEEEXRL A BEXKEDE. &
BREENBEYERPRERENERH. TRBRPRLGEFRTE,
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Hisun Wong &8
Light 1

2005

Instant film transfer on watercolour paper [ ENEERB & ~ 7KF4K
Image size [ B R 24 x 19 cm

Paper size [ #5R R~ 31.5 x 27 cm



g‘Blindspot
Gallery

Hisun Wong E&1®
Ribbons

2001

Instant film transfer on watercolour paper [ BB & ~ 7KF4K
Image size [ B R 13 x 10 cm

Paper size | #5R R~ 17.5 x 15 cm
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Hisun Wong E&1®
Milk Bottles Collection

1995
Instant film transfer on watercolour paper [ BB & ~ 7KF4K

Paper size [ #13R R 75 x 55 cm
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About Wong Wo Bik

An active photographer and mixed-media artist, curator, art educator and researcher, Wong Wo
Bik worked extensively with instant photographic materials in 1980s. She was awarded Hong Kong
Women Excellence in the Six Arts (Visual Arts) by Hong Kong Federation of Women in 2013 and
received the Certificate of Commendation from the Secretary of Home Affairs, Hong Kong for the
promotion of art in 2010. She was the fellowship recipient of Asian Cultural Council in 1993 and
Institute of International Education in 1995. Wong has been a Museum Honorary Advisor to the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department since 1996. Her work is collected by The Archive of Modern
Conflict (UK); Guangdong Museum of Art (China) and Hong Kong Heritage Museum. She currently

lives and works in Hong Kong.
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(Display view)
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Wong Wo Bik ERE

A bird feather, Hong Kong (B3 * &#&)
1982

Instant film / EDEERR K

10.7 x 8.8 cm
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Wong Wo Bik ERE2
A bundle, Hong Kong {&13&)

1981
Instant film / BNEERB &
10.7 x 8.8 cm



o- Blindspot
Gallery
15/F, Po Chai Industrial Building, 28 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong

T+852 2517 6238 | info@blindspotgallery.com | www.blindspotgallery.com
Opening hours: Tue - Sat, 10am - 6pm; closed on public holidays



