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ACADEMIC ESSAY WRITING Lecture 2: Notes 
 

VIDEO CONTENTS 

Video 2A  

• Body paragraph structure 
o Topic sentence 
o Points 
o Supporting ideas 
o Concluding sentence 

Video 2B 

• Cohesion / Coherence 
• Connectors  
• Continuing ideas across sentences 
• Pronouns 
• Useful word lists 

Video 2C 

• Organising paragraph lengths 
• Common phrases 
• Pronouns revisted 
• Academic language revisited 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO BEFORE YOUR NEXT CLASS 

1. Watch each video and complete the associated tasks.  
2. Read the following pages and complete associated tasks.  
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EXERCISES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Read the body paragraph then follow the instructions below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Draw boxes around the four main components of the paragraph above and label them. Note that 
some of the components are repeated.   

T______________ 

P______ 1 

S ________________ 
S ________________ 

P______ 2 

S ________________ 
S ________________ 

1. Write the missing words in the box to show the four 
main components of a body paragraph.  
 
T 
P 
S 
C 

Australia has several species of lethal spiders. The Red-back is actually quite an attractive spider, but do 

not be misled. Victims can die without immediate medical attention. Symptoms of a bite can include 

intense pain which increases in intensity, fever, vomiting, stomach pain, weakness and vomiting. The 

young and the elderly are most at risk. The Funnel-web spider is Australia’s deadliest and is thought by 

many to be the deadliest in the world. It is found largely in New South Wales and is only 2 – 3 

centimetres in size. Their poison can attack the human nervous system and affect all the organs. If a 

victim gets to hospital quickly and receives an antivenom, they can make a full recovery. The Trap door 

spider gets its name from the shape of its web which is generally underground and has a door-like 

opening. Although they can cause pain, there are no recorded cases of death after a bite. Most Australian 

spiders are not aggressive and they only attack when they sense danger.  
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Connectors 

and, also, both, besides  They add information 

but, however, on the other hand, although They show contrast 

because, as a result of They show results 

although, despite, even so, in spite of  They show an exception 

firstly, secondly, previously, subsequently, since They show the order of ideas 

specifically,  in particular They give an example or illustrate a point 

in the same way, similarly, just as … so They show similarities 

if , unless, even if They show a condition 

 

 

EXERCISES 

4. Choose the best word/s to fill the gap.  
 

a. __________ she was late, she missed the beginning of the exam. (if, unless, because) 

b. __________ it rains, they’ll cancel the activity. (if, unless, in spite of) 

c. I like ice-cream, __________ I love chocolate ice-cream. (unless, despite, in particular) 

d. Children need to be treated with respect _________ adults do. (similarly, in the same way, 

even if) 

e. I’m going to study in England __________ I get a better offer from Australia. (because, and, unless) 

f. Green would be great for the walls, __________ maybe cream would make it much lighter. 

(previously, also, on the other hand) 

g. __________ students could enroll in whatever subjects they liked, but now their options are 

much more limited.  (both, previously, specifically) 

h. You’ll enjoy the walk, __________ it’ll be good for you. (particularly, unless, besides) 

i. She went to the movies __________ her mother’s insistence that she stay home. (in spite of, 

even if, specifically) 

j. __________ Trent and Michel enjoy fashion shopping more than they enjoy studying! (both, 

subsequently, as a result of) 
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5. Choose the best word/s to fill the gap.  

a. I have to buy a lot of new text books this semester. __________ are mainly related to 

chemistry. (The books, The text books, The new text books) 

b. English classes are usually in the afternoon. __________ often start at 2pm. (English classes, 

The class, Classes) 

c. Susi would make a good comedian. __________ can make excellent money. (Comedians, 

Comedian, The comedians) 

d. Rubbish being thrown in the rivers is causing devastating environmental damage. 

__________ is affecting the mangroves and marine life. (Devastating environmental damage, 

The damage, The devastating environmental damage)  

e. When you are suffering ill-health a good kind of therapy is foot reflexology. __________ 

helps to get energy flowing through affected internal organs. (The therapy, Foot reflexology 

therapy, The foot reflexology) 

 

 
Pronouns 

Subject pronouns Object pronouns Possessive adjectives Possessive  pronouns 

I me my mine 

you you your yours 

he him his his 

she her her hers 

it it its its 

we us our ours 

you you your  yours 

they them their theirs 

 
EXERCISE 

6. Choose the best word/s to fill the gap.  
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a. I have to buy a lot of new text books this semester. __________ are mainly related to 

chemistry. (Their, It, They) 
b. English classes are usually in the afternoon. __________ often start at 2pm. (Theirs, Them, 

They) 
c. Susi would make a good comedian. __________ can make excellent money. (Hers, It, They) 
d. Rubbish being thrown in the rivers is causing devastating environmental damage. 

__________ is affecting the mangroves and marine life. (They, It, Them)  
e. When you are suffering ill-health a good kind of therapy is foot reflexology. __________ 

helps to get energy flowing through affected internal organs. (It, They, Can) 
 
 

More Connectors 

addition 
again, also, and, and then, besides, equally important, finally, first, further, furthermore, in 
addition, in the first place, last, moreover, next, second, still, too 

comparison also, in the same way, likewise, similarly 

contrast 
although, and yet, at the same time, but at the same time, despite that, even so, even though, 
for all that, however, in contrast, in spite of, instead, nevertheless, notwithstanding, on the 
contrary, on the other hand, otherwise, regardless, still, though, yet 

concession granted, naturally, of course 

emphasis certainly, indeed, in fact, of course 

example/illustration 
after all, as an illustration, even, for example, for instance, in conclusion, indeed, in fact, in 
other words, in short, it is true, of course, namely, specifically, that is, to illustrate, thus, truly 

summary 
all in all, altogether, as has been said, finally, in brief, in conclusion, in other words, in particular, 
in short, in simpler terms, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to put it differently, to 
summarize 

time sequence 

after a while, afterward, again, also, and then, as long as, at last, at length, at that time, before, 
besides, earlier, eventually, finally, formerly, further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, 
in the past, last, lately, meanwhile, moreover, next, now, presently, second, shortly, 
simultaneously, since, so far, soon, still, subsequently, then, thereafter, too, until, until now, 
when 

place/direction above, below, father on, nearby, to the right 

relationships therefore, so, consequently, for this reason, since 

Table from: https://gustavus.edu/writingcenter/handoutdocs/cohesion.php 

 
 
 

https://gustavus.edu/writingcenter/handoutdocs/cohesion.php
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Academic Language 

NON-ACADEMIC ACADEMIC 

kids children 

prang accident 

scream ahead progress 

won’t will not 

don’t  do not 

can’t  can not 

car crash car accident 

couldn’t care less was not concerned 

sparks initiates 

keen  enthusiastic 

looked into investigated 

got became / received 

sci-fi science fiction 

out of work unemployed 

a hit successful 

turned down rejected 

a long shot improbable 

day after tomorrow Sunday 25th may 

thrashing overwhelming defeat 

smart intelligent 
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EXERCISE 

7. Read this article from the Brunei Times. Choose one or two sentences to rewrite in a more 
academic way. 

Brunei U-15 end campaign with first and only 
win 

YEE CHUN LEONG 
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN 
 
Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

THE National Football Association of Brunei Darussalam (NFABD) Under-15 team saved 
their best for last. 
 
They finally broke the egg and notched their first win in their final game of the Football 
Association of Malaysia (FAM)-Frenz Under-15 ASEAN Champions Trophy after beating 
Lao Toyota Academy 2-1 yesterday. 
 
Naziruddin Hj Ismail scored a brace in the second half with assists byMuhd Shami Rashid 
and Syafiq Jefery at the National University of Lao Football Stadium in Vientiane. 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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Text from: Oshima, A., & Hogue, A.  (2006) Writing Academic English. NY. Pearson Longman. 

 

PRINT THE FOLLOWING PAGES. YOU DON’T NEED TO COMPLETE THE ACTIVITIES NOW. YOUR 
TEACHER MAY ASK YOU TO DO THEM IN CLASS OR MAY SET THEM AS HOMEWORK.  
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Text from: Oshima, A., & Hogue, A.  (2006) Writing Academic English. NY. Pearson Longman. 

 

THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
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Text from: Oshima, A., & Hogue, A.  (2006) Writing Academic English. NY. Pearson Longman. 

 

THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

 

VOCABULARY FOR LINKING 
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Text from: Oshima, A., & Hogue, A.  (2006) Writing Academic English. NY. Pearson Longman. 

 

VOCABULARY FOR LINKING 
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EXAMPLE ESSAY 

There are some problems with this essay. Can you see what they are? Write a list of the problems. 

 

Many offenders commit more crimes after serving the first punishment. Why is this 
happening, and what measures can be taken to tackle this problem? 

It is true that some criminals commit crimes again after they have been punished. While there are 
several reasons for this alarming trend, some effective measures can be taken by governments to 
tackle this problem. 

There are two main reasons for re-offenders. Firstly, the prison system can make the situation 
worse. Criminals put together in prison and they make friends with other offenders. While they are 
locked up in prison, they do not have much to do there, and they would exchange information 
about what they have done before they came to the prison or they may plan crimes with other 
inmates. Secondly, offenders often do not have any other means of earning money. They are poor, 
uneducated and lacking skills needed to maintain a job. Also, a criminal record makes finding a job 
difficult as people usually avoid hiring ex-convict. 

To solve this problem, governments should focus on rehabilitation of criminals rather than 
punishment. Above all, prisons need vocational training which makes inmates to prepare for life 
outside the prison. They can learn practical skills such as computer programming, car maintenance 
and graphic design. In this way, they can be hired for a position that requires this certain 
knowledge and skills. Community service is another way to reform offenders, Rather than being 
locked up in prison with inmates, offenders can help society and become useful to their local 
community, and these activities would eliminate the negative influence that prisons can have.  

In conclusion, it is true the re-offenders are one of the problems in our community; it can be 
solved by focusing rehabilitation rather than punishment itself.  

 

268 words 

 

http://www.ielts-blog.com/ielts-writing-samples/ielts-essays-band-8/ielts-essay-topic-why-do-criminals-commit-
another-offence-after-being-punished/ 

 

COHESION EXERCISE 

Read this passage about inspiring teachers. Insert a subject, repeated subject or pronoun into each 
gap.  Eg. What will the first gap be? - Inspiring teachers? They? People? Them?  

__________ who are highly valued by their students have two outstanding characteristics. Firstly, 

__________ have excellent communication skills. Therefore __________ are able to arouse great 

interest in whatever __________ teach. Another important characteristic of __________ is that 

__________ have enormous patience. This means __________ never appear threatening to their 

students.  

http://www.ielts-blog.com/ielts-writing-samples/ielts-essays-band-8/ielts-essay-topic-why-do-criminals-commit-another-offence-after-being-punished/
http://www.ielts-blog.com/ielts-writing-samples/ielts-essays-band-8/ielts-essay-topic-why-do-criminals-commit-another-offence-after-being-punished/
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ESSAY COMPLETION EXERCISE 

Write an introduction and body paragraph for this essay.  

Examine how changes in technology related to phones and computers over the last 40 
years have affected the lives of people today. Describe the changes and analyse the 
effects.  

 

……………………………………….. 

 

Today’s handphones have transformed lives in several ways.  Forty years ago landline 
phones were the only choice. Many households could not afford the technology and 
were reliant on public phones. This meant that it was difficult to contact people.  At 
best there would be one line into a home and maybe a few lines into a business. 
However, by the early part of this century things were changing. Research shows that 
there were almost 400,000 handphones in Brunei by December 2007 (Masters 2009). 
Thus there was one handphone for every person in the country. Numbers are similar 
in many other countries. Today this means that parents can easily contact their 
children, friends can let others know if they will be late for a social meeting and 
businessmen and women can contact clients to check on details. Today people take 
this easy contactability for granted, yet only 40 years ago it would have seemed like 
science fiction. Another important contribution made by today’s handphones is their 
multi-functionality. They are entertainment devices, calculators, message machines, 
portals to the internet and importantly they enable easy social networking. They have 
changed the way people spend their spare time, the way they communicate and have 
provided easy access to information.  

 

 ……………………………………….. 

 

Handphones and modern computers have brought great benefits, but they have also 
come at a cost. In the age before instant contact, instant information and instant 
entertainment, the pace of life was slower. Instead of individually spending time on 
their devices, family members would spend time together talking, cooking, planning 
and playing. It is not unusual today to see four or five young people or even a family 
walking together with each person on their own phone texting or speaking to 
someone who is in another location.  Today meals and conversations are often 
interrupted by personal phone calls.  The art of conversation is being lost. People are 
too busy checking their phones and computers for messages to be able to spend time 
simply listening to one another in real life. Another important issue related to 
technology is the possible link between cancers and the use of handphones (Boyer, 
2009). A link has not yet been conclusively proven, but newspapers carry stories from 
time to time outlining research in this area.   

INTRODUCTION 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 1 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 3 

BODY 
PARAGRAPH 2 
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Thus it appears that modern technology has both positive and negative impacts on our 
lives. While people have instant access to world events and easy access to friends, 
family and business colleagues and clients, there are some downsides. First the impact 
the devices have on face to face relationships with family and friends is changing as 
people rely more on their electronic devices. Secondly there are possible health issues 
that come with constant exposure to handphones and computers. It could be 
expected that in the future the devices we know today will have been replaced by as 
yet unimagined technologies, but hopefully issues related to health and interpersonal 
relationships will have been addressed.  

 

LIST OF REFERENCES 
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CONCLUSION 


	Brunei U-15 end campaign with first and only win

