
ACTING RESUME INSTRUCTIONS & EXAMPLES: 
 

• ONE PAGE ONLY – if you have TOO MANY experiences, start dropping the least important 

(usually oldest ones, or from high school), and then put “more upon request” if needed. 

• Fill the whole page TYPED as best you can.  (Leaving blank space at the bottom looks bad) 

• Use a RESUME TEMPLATE to get started.  There are LOTS out there that look great. 

• Your name is your calling card.  It should be very large and centered at the top of the 

resume.  SELL YOU! 

• EDUCATION:  Don’t list that you went to high school.  Everyone did.  This is for education 

that is pertinent to the field.  Example, classes in acting or related subjects.  ALSO, when and 

where helps - the year and institute or instructor – as many people in the industry know each 

other and that can give you an “in”.  

• HOW TO LIST EXPERIENCE:  show, roll, director, year, company (or at least make sure 

all of those are present.) 

• Yes you want to sell yourself, but you don’t want to sell yourself short.  Don’t use jokes or 

self-deprecating humor to try to get ahead on a resume.  

• HEAD SHOTS and PICTURES:  Including a picture – how and where and when:  Originally 

it was an 8X10 glossy picture included with your resume (glued to the back).  Now a small 

digital photo at the top right or left can help if you for digital submissions.  However, you 

should still have headshots ready to send in as well.  Printed when handing things in in person.   

o NO PHONE SELFIES.  If you need to take a headshot with a phone, make sure it 

doesn’t LOOK like a selfie.  And watch your background – solid or simple is best.  

• Bullet points are NOT periods.  Use bullet points when formatting lists. 

• Use advanced formatting to make sure everything is in a straight line… don’t just use the 

space bar to get formatting to “line up”. 

• BIO info:  Physical description (like on your driver’s license).  Some people now add 

complexion description as well (not required).  

• Linear – VS – side by side resume:  People who have been reading resumes for a long time 

want to know quickly how to access the info they need.  The side-by-side resume version (two 

columns) can by quite difficult to read quickly to find information.  Be careful if you choose to 

use this. 

• DO NOT LIST IN CLASS PERFORMANCES AND SCENE WORK.  And get more 

experience to get any high school work off there ASAP. 

• MULTIPLE CAREER FIELDS:  All performance aspects CAN go on the same resume, 

however, over time you should put the job you are going for AT THAT TIME in the forefront.  

For example, a separate acting resume, directing resume, teaching resume, etc. 

• DO NOT LIE!  Make sure you are ready to prove anything on there! 

• DO NOT put your “day job” info if not related to acting. 

 

Not needed, but can be used to FILL OUT your resume. 

• Listing your objectives:  This is mainly a filler and many people are now leaving them off.  If 

including it, don’t be generic and make sure it is geared toward your specific audition.  Also 

don’t sound cocky – “I just want lead roles and to be famous”. 

• References (if you choose to have them – though often NOT in Acting):  only 3 MAX and 

ALWAYS ask before using someone as a reference (and make sure their info is correct). 

• SKILLS:  This is a great way to FILL. 

• INTERESTS & HOBBIES:  This is a great way to FILL. 



 



These are some more sample 

resumes.  There isn’t any ONE 

WAY to do a resume, but keep 

looking for the similarities as it 

makes it easier for casting to 

find the information they are 

looking for is headings are 

clear and information is in the 

same format on every resume.  

For example, the side by side 

example (Below – with the blue 

side)– can be HARDER for 

casting to find the information 

they need.  This format works 

better for non-acting fields.  
 

  

  
 

 

 

 



 



 



 


