Advanced Placement United States History II
Mrs. Hornstein
2015-2016

Welcome to Apush! Next year you will be challenged to think critically,
analyze historical events, and write extensively. In preparation for the
type of work you will be doing, you are asked to complete the following
summer assignment. Please complete the following readings and
accompanying activities. This work will help bridge the gap between 10th
grade U.S. History [ and 11t grade U.S. History II, which will pick up
with the end of the 19th century. It will also give you a glimpse into the
thinking you will be required to do next year. Hopefully this assignment
will encourage you to think critically about some of the key issues
regarding Reconstruction and the West. You will be expected to know all
of the content when you return to school in September. You will be
asked to discuss these documents and may be tested on them in the first
month of school. Ilook forward to a challenging, intriguing, and fun
school year as we all face the world of Apush and I hope to help guide
you through a great learning experience. Good luck! Type all of your
answers, use a proper heading and save them as a single PDF in Google
Drive titled: your last name, Apush summer reading. The questions
within the textbook reading/pages do not have to be answered- only the
ones that I have typed out. They will be graded in September. If you
have any questions over the summer, you can reach me at
shornstein@npsdnj.org. Give me a few weeks to respond (I'll be in Japan
at the beginning of the summer and then at the pool for the rest!).
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soldiers in Memphis, Tennessee, What goals did Republican policy-

turned in their weapons as they  makers, ex-Confederates, and freed-
mustered out of the Union army. The next  people pursue during Reconstruc-

day, whites who resented the soldiers’ tion? To what degree did each
presence provoked a clash. At a street cel-  succeed?

ebration where African Americans shouted

“Hurrah for Abe Lincoln,” a white policeman responded, “Your old father, Abe Lincoln,
is dead and damned.” The scuffle that followed precipitated three days of white vio-
lence and rape that left forty-eight African Americans dead and-dozens more wounded.
Mobs burned black homes and churches and destroyed all twelve of the city’s black
schools.

Unionists were appalled. They had won the Civil War, but where was the peace?
Ex-Confederates murdered freedmen and flagrantly resisted federal control. After the
Memphis attacks, Republicans in Congress proposed a new measure that would protect
African Americans by defining and enforcing U.S. citizenship rights. Eventually this bill
became the most significant law to emerge from Reconstruction, the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution.

Andrew Johnson, however—the Unionist Democrat who became president after
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination —refused to sign the bill. In May 1865, while Congress
was adjourned, Johnson had implemented his own Reconstruction plan. It extended
amnesty to all southerners who took a loyalty oath, except for a few high-ranking Con-
federates. It also allowed states to reenter the Union as soon as they revoked secession,
abolished slavery, and relieved their new state governments of financial burdens by
repudiating Confederate debts. A year later, at the time of the Memphis carnage, all
ex-Confederate states had met Johnson's terms. The president rejected any further
intervention.

Johnson's vetoes, combined with ongoing violence in the South, angered Unionist
voters. In the political struggle that ensued, congressional Republicans seized the initia-
tive from the president and enacted a sweeping program that became known as Radical
Reconstruction. One of its key achievements would have been unthinkable a few years
earlier: voting rights for African American men.

Black Southeners, though, had additional, urgent priorities. “We have toiled nearly
all our lives as slaves [and] have made these lands what they are,” a group of South
Carolina petitioners declared. They pleaded for “some provision by which we as Freed-
men can obtain a Homestead.” Though northern Republicans and freedpeople agreed
that black southerners must have physical safety and the right to vote, former slaves
also wanted economic independence. Northerners sought, instead, to revive cash-crop
plantations with wage labor. Reconstruction’s eventual failure stemmed from the con-
flicting goals of lawmakers, freedpeople, and relentlessly hostile ex-Confederates.

Onthe last day of April 1866, black  |IDENTIFY THE BIG IDEA
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Celebrating the Fifteenth Amendment, 1870 This lithograph depicts a celebration in Baitimore
on May 15, 1870. With perhaps 200,000 people attending, the grand parade and orations marked
passage of the Fifteenth Amendment, which enfranchised men irrespective of “race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.” The heroes depicted at the top are Martin Delany, the first black man to become
an officer in the U.S. Army; abolitionist Frederick Douglass, born in slavery on Maryland’s eastern shore;
and Mississippi senator Hiram Rhodes Revels. The images at the bottom carried the following captions:
“Liberty Protects the Marriage Altar,” “The Ballot Box is open to us,” and “Our representative Sits in the
National Legislature.” Such lithographs, widely printed and sold, capture the pride, hope, and optimism
of Reconstruction—but the optimism was not to last. Library of Congress.
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COMPARE AND
CONTRAST

How did Lincoln and
Johnson/approach Recon-
struction differently?

PART 5

The Struggle for National
Reconstruction

Congress clashed with President Johnson, in part,
because the framers of the Constitution did not antici-
pate a civil war or provide for its aftermath. Had
Confederate states legally left the Union when they
seceded? If so, then their reentry required action by
Congress. If not—if even during secession they had
retained U.S. statehood — then restoring them might
be an administrative matter, best left to the president.
Lack of clarity on this fundamental question made for
explosive politics.

Presidential Approaches:
From Lincoln to Johnson

As wartime president, Lincoln had offered a plan
similar to Johnson’s. It granted amnesty to most ex-
Confederates and allowed each rebellious state to
return to the Union as soon as 10 percent of its voters
had taken a loyalty oath and the
state had approved the Thirteenth
Amendment, abolishing slavery.
But even amid defeat, Confederate
states rejected this Ten Percent
Plan—an ominous sign for the

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

future. In July 1864, Congress proposed a tougher sub-
stitute, the Wade-Davis Bill, that required an oath of
allegiance by a majority of each state’s adult white men,
new governments formed only by those who had never
taken up arms against the Union, and permanent
disenfranchisement of Confederate leaders. Lincoln
defeated the Wade-Davis Bill with a pocket veto, leav-
ing it unsigned when Congress adjourned. At the same
time, he opened talks with key congressmen, aiming
for a compromise.

We will never know what would have happened
had Lincoln lived. His assassination in April 1865
plunged the nation into political uncertainty. As a spe-
cial train bore the president’s flag-draped coffin home
to Illinois, thousands of Americans lined the railroad
tracks in mourning. Furious and grief-stricken, many
Unionists blamed all Confederates for the acts of
southern sympathizer John Wilkes Booth and his
accomplices in the murder. At the same time, Lincoln’s
death left the presidency in the hands of Andrew
Johnson, a man utterly lacking in Lincoln’s moral sense
and political judgment.

Johnson was a self-styled “common man” from the
hills of eastern Tennessee. Trained as a tailor, he built
his political career on the support of farmers and labor-
ers. Loyal to the Union, Johnson had refused to leave
the U.S. Senate when Tennessee seceded. After federal
forces captured Nashville in 1862, Lincoln appointed
Johnson as Tennessee’s military governor. In the election

Memphis Riot, 1866

Whites in postwar Memphis,

as in much of the South, bitterly
resented the presence in their city
of former black soldiers mustered
out of service with the U.S. Army.
On April 30, 1866, when some
black veterans— no longer pro-
tected by their uniforms—
celebrated the end of their army
service by drinking, violence broke
out. For three days, whites burned
black neighborhoods, churches,
and schools, raped several Afri-
can American women, and killed
dozens of black residents, Two
whites also died in the rioting,
which hardened northern public
opinion and prompted calls for
stronger measures to put down
ex-Confederate resistance. This
tinted illustration is based on

a lithograph that appeared in
Harper's Weekly. Harper's Weekly/
Picture Research Consultants &
Archives,




of 1864, placing Lincoln and this War Democrat on the
ticket together had seemed a smart move, designed to
promote unity. But after Lincoln’s death, Johnson’s
disagreement with Republicans, combined with his
belligerent and contradictory actions, wreaked politi-
cal havoc.

The new president and Congress confronted a set
of problems that would have challenged even Lincoln.
During the war, Unionists had insisted that rebel lead-
ers were a small minority and most white southerners
wanted to rejoin the Union. With even greater opti-
mism, Republicans hoped the defeated South would
accept postwar reforms. Ex-Confederates, however,
contested that plan through both violence and political
action. New southern state legislatures, created under
Johnsons limited Reconstruction plan, moved to
restore slavery in all but name. In 1865, they enacted
Black Codes, designed to force former slaves back to
plantation labor. Like similar laws passed in other
places after slavery ended, the codes reflected planta-
tion owners’ economic interests (America Compared,
p. 482). They imposed severe penalties on blacks who
did not hold full-year labor contracts and also set up
procedures for taking black children from their parents
and apprenticing them to former slave masters.

Faced with these developments, Johnson gave all
the wrong signals. He had long talked tough against
southern planters. But in practice, Johnson allied him-
self with ex-Confederate leaders, forgiving them when
they appealed for pardons. White southern leaders
were delighted. “By this wise and noble statesmanship,”
wrote a Confederate legislator, “you have become the
benefactor of the Southern people” Northerners and
freedmen were disgusted. The president had left
Reconstruction “to the tender mercies of the rebels,
wrote one Republican. An angry Union veteran in
Missouri called Johnson “a traitor to the loyal people of
the Union.” Emboldened by Johnson’s indulgence, ex-
Confederates began to filter back into the halls of
power. When Georgians elected Alexander Stephens,
former vice president of the Confederacy, to represent
them in Congress, many outraged Republicans saw
this as the last straw.

Congress Versus the President

Under the Constitution, Congress is “the judge of the
Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own
Members” (Article 1, Section 5). Using this power,
Republican majorities in both houses had refused to
admit southern delegations when Congress convened
in December 1865, effectively blocking Johnson’s

CHAPTER 15 Reconstruction, 1865-1877

program. Hoping to mollify Congress, some southern
states dropped the most objectionable provisions from
their Black Codes. But at the same time, antiblack vio-
lence erupted in various parts of the South.

Congressional Republicans concluded that the fed-
eral government had to intervene. Back in March 1865,
Congress had established the Freedmen'’s Bureau to aid
displaced blacks and other war refugees. In early 1866,
Congress voted to extend the bureau, gave it direct
funding for the first time, and authorized its agents to
investigate southern abuses. Even more extraordinary
was the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which declared for-
merly enslaved people to be citizens and granted them
equal protection and rights of contract, with full access
to the courts.

These bills provoked bitter conflict with Johnson,
who vetoed them both. Johnson’s racism, hitherto pub-
licly muted, now blazed forth: “This is a country for
white men, and by God, as long as I am president, it shall
be a government for white men.” Galvanized, Repub-
licans in Congress gathered two-thirds majorities and
overrode both vetoes, passing the Civil Rights Act in
April 1866 and the Freedmen’s Bureau law four months
later. Their resolve was reinforced by continued upheaval
in the South. In addition to the violence in Memphis,
twenty-four black political leaders and their allies in
Arkansas were murdered and their homes burned.

Anxious to protect freedpeople and reassert Repub-
lican power in the South, Congress took further mea-
sures to sustain civil rights. In what became the
Fourteenth Amendment (1868), it declared that “all
persons born or naturalized in the United States” were
citizens. No state could abridge “the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States”; deprive
“any person of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law”; or deny anyone “equal protection.” In a
stunning increase of federal power, the Fourteenth
Amendment declared that when people’s essential
rights were at stake, national citizenship henceforth
took priority over citizenship in a state.

Johnson opposed ratification, but public opinion
had swung against him. In the 1866 congressional
elections, voters gave Republicans a 3-to-1 majority
in Congress. Power shifted to the so-called Radical
Republicans, who sought sweep-
ing transformations in the PLACE EVENTS
defeated South. Radicals’ leader IN CONTEXT
in the Senate was Charles Sumner
of Massachusetts, the fiery aboli-
tionist who in 1856 had been
nearly beaten to death by South
Carolina congressman Preston
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Under what circumstances
did the Fourteenth Amend-
ment win passage, and
what problems did its
authors seek to address?
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Many government officials agreed with former masters on the need to control
rural workers. Often planters themselves or allied with the planter class, they
believed that economic strength and public revenue depended on plantation

Labor Laws After

export crops and that workers would not produce those without legal coercion.

This was true in the British Caribbean and also Haiti, which eventually, after

Emancipation: Haiti
and the United States

a successful slave revolt ending in 1803, became an independent republic led by
former slaves and, in particular, by propertied free men of color. In the passage
below, a British observer describes a rural labor code adopted by Haiti’s govern-

ment in 1826. Despite the law, Haiti's large plantations did not revive; the island’s
economy, even more than that of the U.S. South, came to be dominated by
small-scale, impoverished farmers.

The Code of Laws before us is one that could only have
been framed by a legislature composed of proprietors of
land, having at their command a considerable military
power, of which they themselves were the leaders; for a
population whom it was necessary to compel to labour. . ...

The choice of a master, altho’ expressly reserved to the
labourer, is greatly modified by the clauses which restrain
the labourer from quitting the section of country to which
he belongs; and from the absence of any clause compelling
proprietors to engage him; so that the cultivator must
consent to bind himself to whomsoever may be willing
to engage him, or remain in prison, to be employed
among convicts. . . .

The Code begins (Article 1) by declaring Agriculture
to be the foundation of national prosperity; and then
decrees (Article 3), That all persons, excepting soldiers,
and civil servants of the State, professional persons, arti-
zans, and domestic servants, shall cultivate the soil. The
next clause (Article 4), forbids the inhabitants of the
country quitting it to dwell in towns or villages; and
every kind of wholesale or retail trade is forbidden
(Article 7) to be exercised by persons dwelling in the
country.

Further articles stipulate that any person dwelling in
the country, not being the owner or occupier of land, and
not having bound himself in the manner directed, . . .
shall be considered a vagabond, be arrested, and taken

before a Justice, who, after reading the Law to him, shall
commit him to jail, until he consent to bind himself
according to law.

. Those who are hired from a job-master [labor
agent], . . . are entitled to receive half the produce, after
deducting the expences of cultivation; [those who are
bound to the proprietor directly], one-fourth of the gross
produce of their labour. . . . Out of their miserable pit-
tance, these Haitian labourers are to provide themselves
and their children with almost every thing, and to lay by
a provision for old age. . ..

These, with the regulations already detailed, clearly
shew what is intended to be the condition of the labour-
ing population of Haiti. I must not call it slavery; the word
is objectionable; but few of the ingredients of slavery seem
to be wanting.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. Compare this Haitian law with the Black Codes briefly
adopted by ex-Confederate states, and with the share-
cropping system that evolved in the United States during
Reconstruction (p. 491). What did these labor systems—
or proposed systems—have in common? How did they
differ?

2. Why would the Haitian government, led by men of color,
enact such laws? What considerations other than race
might have shaped their views, and why?
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Brooks. Radicals in the House followed Thaddeus
Stevens of Pennsylvania, a passionate advocate of
freedmen’s political and economic rights. With such
men at the fore, and with congressional Republicans
now numerous and united enough to override
Johnson's vetoes on many questions, Congress pro-
ceeded to remake Reconstruction.
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Radical Reconstruction

The Reconstruction Act of 1867, enacted in March,
divided the conquered South into five military dis-
tricts, each under the command of a US. general
(Map 15.1). To reenter the Union, former Confederate
states had to grant the vote to freedmen and deny it to
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MAP 15.1
Reconstruction

The fdderal government organized the Confederate states into five military districts during Radical
Reconstruction. For the states shown in this map, the first date indicates when that state was
readmitted to the Union; the second date shows when Radical Republicans lost control of the state
government. All the ex-Confederate states rejoined the Union between 1868 and 1870, but the
periods of Radical government varied widely. Republicans lasted only a few months in Virginia; they
held on until the end of Reconstruction in Louisiana, Florida, and South Carolina.

leading ex-Confederates. Each military commander
was required to register all eligible adult males, black as
well as white; supervise state constitutional conven-
tions; and ensure that new constitutions guaranteed
black suffrage. Congress would readmit a state to the
Union once these conditions were met and the new
state legislature ratified the Fourteenth Amendment.
Johnson vetoed the Reconstruction Act, but Congress
overrode his veto (Table 15.1).

The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson In August
1867, Johnson fought back by “suspending” Secretary
of War Edwin M. Stanton, a Radical, and replacing him
with Union general Ulysses S. Grant, believing Grant
would be a good soldier and follow orders. Johnson,
however, had misjudged Grant, who publicly objected
to the presidents machinations. When the Senate
overruled Stanton’s suspension, Grant — now an open

enemy of Johnson —resigned so Stanton could resume
his place as secretary of war. On February 21, 1868,
Johnson formally dismissed Stanton. The feisty secre-
tary of war responded by barricading himself in his
office, precipitating a crisis.

Three days later, for the first time in U.S. history,
legislators in the House of Representatives introduced
articles of impeachment against the president, employ-
ing their constitutional power to charge high federal
officials with “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes
and Misdemeanors” The House serves, in effect, as the
prosecutor in such cases, and the Senate serves as the
court. The Republican majority brought eleven counts
of misconduct against Johnson, most relating to infringe-
ment of the powers of Congress. After an eleven-week
trial in the Senate, thirty-five senators voted for convic-
tion—one vote short of the two-thirds majority
required. Twelve Democrats and seven Republicans
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TRACE CHANGE
OVER TIME

How and why did federal
Reconstruction policies
evolve between 1865

and 1870?

PART 5

TABLE 15.1

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

Primary Reconstruction Laws and Constitutional Amendments

Law (Date of Congressional Passage)

Key Provisions

Thirteenth Amendment (December 1865%*)

Prohibited slavery

Civil Rights Act of 1866 (April 1866)

Defined citizenship rights of freedmen
Authorized federal authorities to bring suit against
those who violated those rights

Fourteenth Amendment (June 1866%)

Established national citizenship for persons born or
naturalized in the United States

Prohibited the states from depriving citizens of their
civil rights or equal protection under the law

Reduced state representation in House of
Representatives by the percentage of adult male
citizens denied the vote

Reconstruction Act of 1867 (March 1867)

Tenure of Office Act (March 1867)

Divided the South into five military districts, each
under the command of a Union general

Established requirements for readmission of
ex-Confederate states to the Union

Required Senate consent for removal of any federal
official whose appointment had required Senate
confirmation

Fifteenth Amendment (February 1869%)

Ku Kiux Klan Act (April 1871)

Forbade states to deny citizens the right to vote on
the grounds of race, color, or "previous condition
of servitude”

Authorized the president to use federal prosecutions
and military force to suppress conspiracies to
deprive citizens of the right to vote and enjoy the
equal protection of the law

*Ratified by three-fourths of all states in December 1865.
tRatified by three-fourths of all states in July 1868.
tRatified by three-fourths of all states in March 1870,

voted for acquittal. The dissenting Republicans felt that
removing a president for defying Congress was too
damaging to the constitutional system of checks and
balances. But despite the president’s acquittal, Congress
had shown its power. For the brief months remaining
in his term, Johnson was largely irrelevant.

Election of 1868 and the Fifteenth Amendment
The impeachment controversy made Grant, already
the Unions greatest war hero,
a Republican idol as well. He eas-
ily won the party’s presidential
nomination in 1868. Although he
supported Radical Reconstruc-
tion, Grant also urged sectional
reconciliation. His Democratic

opponent, former New York governor Horatio
Seymour, almost declined the nomination because he
understood that Democrats could not yet overcome
the stain of disloyalty. Grant won by an overwhelming
margin, receiving 214 out of 294 electoral votes.
Republicans retained two-thirds majorities in both
houses of Congress.

In February 1869, following this smashing victory,
Republicans produced the eras last constitutional
amendment, the Fifteenth. It protected male citizens’
right to vote irrespective of race, color, or “previous
condition of servitude” Despite Radical Republicans’
protests, the amendment left room for a poll tax (paid
for the privilege of voting) and literacy requirements.
Both were concessions to northern and western states
that sought such provisions to keep immigrants and




“We Accept the Situation”

This 1867 Harper's Weekly cartoon

refers to the Military Reconstruction Act
of 1867, which instructed ex-Confederate
states to hold constitutional conventions
and stipulated that the resulting constitu-
tions must provide voting rights for black
men. The two images here suggest

white northerners’ views of both ex-
Confederates and emancipated slaves.
How is each depicted? What does this
suggest about the troubles that lay ahead
for Reconstruction policy? The cartoonist
was Thomas Nast (1840-1902), one of
the most influential artists of his era. Nast
first drew “Santa Claus” in his modern
form, and it was he who began depict-
ing the Democratic Party as a kicking
donkey and Republicans as an elephant—
suggesting (since elephants are supposed
to have good memories) their long remem-
brance of the Civil War and emancipation,
Library of Congress.

the “unworthy” poor from the polls. Congress required
the four states remaining under federal control to
ratify the measure as a condition for readmission
to the Union. A year later, the Fifteenth Amendment
became law.

Passage of the Fifteenth Amendment, despite its
limitations, was an astonishing feat. Elsewhere in the
Western Hemisphere, lawmakers had left emancipated
slaves in a condition of semi-citizenship, with no vot-
ing rights. But, like almost all Americans, congressio-
nal Republicans had extraordinary faith in the power
of the vote. Many African Americans agreed. “The col-
ored people of these Southern states have cast their lot
with the Government,” declared a delegate to Arkansas’s
constitutional convention, “and with the great Repub-
lican Party. . . . The ballot is our only means of protec-
tion” In the election of 1870, hundreds of thousands of
African Americans voted across the South, in an atmo-
sphere of collective pride and celebration.

To see a longer excerpt of the Arkansas delegate’s
document, along with other primary sources from
this period, see Sources for America’s History.

Woman Suffrage Denied

Passage of the Fifteenth Amendment was a bittersweet
victory for one group of Union loyalists: women. Some
formerly enslaved women believed they would win
voting rights along with their men, until northern allies
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corrected that impression. National womens rights
leaders, who had campaigned for the ballot since the
Seneca Falls convention of 1848, hoped to secure vot-
ing rights for women and African American men at the
same time. As Elizabeth Cady Stanton put it, women
could “avail ourselves of the strong arm and the blue
uniform of the black soldier to walk in by his side” The
protected categories for voting in the Fifteenth Amend-
ment could have read “race, color, sex, or previous con-
dition of servitude” But that word proved impossible
to obtain.

Enfranchising black men had clear benefits for the
authors of Reconstruction. It punished ex-Confederates
and ensured Republican support in the South. But
womens partisan loyalties were not so clear, and a
substantial majority of northern voters—all men, of
course —opposed women’s enfranchisement. Even
Radicals feared that this “side issue” would overburden
their program. Influential abolitionists such as Wendell
Philips refused to campaign for womens suffrage, fear-
ing it would detract from the focus on black men.
Philips criticized women’s leaders for being “selfish””
“Do you believe,” Stanton hotly replied, “the African
race is entirely composed of males?”

By May 1869, the former allies were at an impasse.
At a convention of the Equal Rights Association, black
abolitionist and women’s rights advocate Frederick
Douglass pleaded for white women to consider the sit-
uation in the South and allow black male suffrage to
take priority. “When women, because they are women,
are hunted down, ... dragged from their homes and
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“Qut in the Cold”

Though many women, including African American
activists in the South, went to the polls in the early
1870s to test whether the new Fourteenth Amend-
ment had given them the vote, federal courts
subsequently rejected women's voting rights. Only
Wyoming and Utah territories fully enfranchised
women. At the same time, revised naturalization laws
allowed immigrant men of African descent—though
not of Asian descent—to become citizens. With its
crude Irish, African, and Chinese racial caricatures,
this 1884 cartoon from the humor magazine The
Judge echoes the arguments of some white suffragists:
though men of races stereotyped as inferior had been
enfranchised, white women were not. The woman
knocking on the door is also a caricature, with her
harsh appearance and masculine hat. Library of
Congress.

e OUT IN THE COLD.

hung upon lamp posts,” Douglass
said, “then they will have an
urgency to obtain the ballot equal
to our own.” Some women’s suf-
frage leaders joined Douglass in
backing the Fifteenth Amendment
without the word sex. But many,
especially white women, rejected

the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA),
focused exclusively on women’s rights and took up the
battle for a federal suffrage amendment.

In 1873, NWSA members decided to test the new
constitutional amendments. Suffragists all over the
United States, including some black women in the
South, tried to register and vote. Most were turned
away. In an ensuing lawsuit, suffrage advocate Virginia

UNDERSTAND
POINTS OF VIEW
Abolitionists and women's
suffrage advocates were
generally close allies
before 1865. What divi-
sions emerged during
Reconstruction and why?

Douglasss plea. One African
American woman remarked that they “all go for sex,
letting race occupy a minor position” Embittered,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton lashed out against “Patrick and
Sambo and Hans and Ung Tung,” maligning unedu-
cated freedmen and immigrants who could vote while
educated white women could not. Douglass’s resolu-
tion in support of the Fifteenth Amendment failed, and
the convention broke up.

At this searing moment, a rift opened in the wom-
en’s movement. The majority, led by Lucy Stone, recon-
ciled themselves to disappointment. Organized into
the American Woman Suffrage Association, they
remained loyal to the Republican Party in hopes that
once Reconstruction had been settled, it would be
women's turn. A group led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Susan B. Anthony struck out in a new direction.
They saw that, once the Reconstruction Amendments
had passed, women’s suffrage was unlikely in the near
future. Stanton declared that woman “must not put
her trust in man” The new organization she headed,

Minor of Missouri argued that the registrar who denied
her a ballot had violated her rights under the Fourteenth
Amendment. In Minor v. Happersett (1875), the
Supreme Court dashed such hopes. It ruled that suf-
frage rights were not inherent in citizenship; women
were citizens, but state legislatures could deny women
the vote if they wished.

Despite these defeats, Radical Reconstruction had
created the conditions for a nationwide women’s rights
movement. Some argued for suffrage as part of a
broader expansion of democracy. Others, on the con-
trary, saw white women’s votes as a possible counter-
weight to the votes of African American or Chinese
men (while opponents pointed out that black and
immigrant women would likely be enfranchised, too).
When Wyoming Territory gave women full voting
rights in 1869, its governor received telegrams of con-
gratulation from around the world. Afterward, con-
trary to dire predictions, female voters in Wyoming
did not appear to neglect their homes, abandon their
children, or otherwise “unsex” themselves. Women’s




suffrage could no longer be dismissed as the absurd
notion of a tiny minority. It had become a serious issue
for national debate.

The Meaning of Freedom

While political leaders wrangled in Washington, eman-
cipated slaves acted on their own ideas about freedom
(American Voices, p. 488). Emancipation meant many
things: the end of punishment by the lash; the ability to
move around; reunion of families; and opportunities to
build schools and churches and to publish and read
newspapers. Foremost among freedpeople’s demands
were voting rights and economic autonomy. Former
Confederates opposed these goals. Most southern
whites believed the proper place for blacks was as
“servants and inferiors,” as a Virginia planter testified
to Congress. Mississippis governor, elected under
President Johnson’s plan, vowed that “ours is and it
shall ever be, a government of white men” Meanwhile,
as Reconstruction unfolded, it became clear that on
economic questions, southern blacks and northern
Republican policymakers did not see eye to eye.

The Quest for Land

During the Civil War, wherever Union forces had con-
quered portions of the South, rural black workers had
formed associations that agreed on common goals
and even practiced military drills. After the war,
when resettlement became the responsibility of the
Freedmen’s Bureau, thousands of rural blacks hoped
for land distributions. But Johnson’s amnesty plan,
which allowed pardoned Confederates to recover
property seized during the war, blasted such hopes. In
October 1865, for example, Johnson ordered General
Oliver O. Howard, head of the Freedmen’s Bureau, to
restore plantations on South Carolina’s Sea Islands to
white property holders. Dispossessed blacks protested:
“Why do you take away our lands? You take them from
us who have always been true, always true to the
Government! You give them to our all-time enemies!
That is not right!” Former slaves resisted efforts to evict
them. Led by black Union veterans, they fought pitched
battles with former slaveholders and bands of ex-
Confederate soldiers. But white landowners, some-
times aided by federal troops, generally prevailed.

Freed Slaves and Northerners: Conflicting Goals
On questions of land and labor, freedmen in the South
and Republicans in Washington seriously differed. The
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economic revolution of the antebellum period had
transformed New England and the Mid- Atlantic states.
Believing similar development could revolutionize the
South, most congressional leaders sought to restore
cotton as the country’s leading export, and they envi-
sioned former slaves as wageworkers on cash-crop
plantations, not independent farmers. Only a handful
of radicals, like Thaddeus Stevens, argued that freed
slaves had earned a right to land grants, through what
Lincoln had referred to as “four hundred years of unre-
quited toil.” Stevens proposed that southern planta-
tions be treated as “forfeited estates of the enemy” and
broken up into small farms for former slaves. “Nothing
will make men so industrious and moral” Stevens
declared, “as to let them feel that they are above want
and are the owners of the soil which they till”

Today, most historians of Reconstruction agree
with Stevens: policymakers did not do enough to
ensure freedpeople’s economic security. Without land,
former slaves were left poor and vulnerable. At the
time, though, Stevens had few allies. A deep veneration
for private property lay at the heart of his vision, but
others interpreted the same principle differently: they
defined ownership by legal title, not by labor invested.
Though often accused of harshness toward the defeated
Confederacy, most Republicans—even Radicals—
could not imagine “giving” land to former slaves. The
same congressmen, of course, had no difficulty giving
away homesteads on the frontier that had been taken
from Indians. But they were deeply reluctant to confis-
cate white-owned plantations.

Some southern Republican state governments did
try, without much success, to use tax policy to break up
large landholdings and get them into the hands of
poorer whites and blacks. In 1869, South Carolina
established a land commission to buy property and
resell it on easy terms to the landless; about 14,000
black families acquired farms through the program.
But such initiatives were the exception, not the rule.
Over time, some rural blacks did succeed in becom-
ing small-scale landowners, especially in Upper South
states such as Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee.
But it was an uphill fight, and policymakers provided
little aid.

Wage Labor and Sharecropping Without land,
most freedpeople had few options but to work for
former slave owners. Landowners wanted to retain the
old gang-labor system, with wages replacing the food,
clothing, and shelter that slaves had once received.
Southern planters—who had recently scorned the
North for the cruelties of wage labor — now embraced

487




| i Ko of et S o i

LIRS mmn - AN T MY
y o ) A Y Pt Py
o A7 Toafili g f&,\‘pd‘-& \2

;z;';fx:.aizﬂgt,, MR ol e LSS

AMERICAN S ey
V o I c E s e e perer el
F d Slavery meant one thing to slave masters, something altogether different to

reeaom those enslaved. Emancipation exposed these radically different points of view.
Henry William Ravenel Edward Barnell Heyward
Diary, March 8, 1865 Letter, January 22, 1866
Ravenel, from a (formerly) wealthy plantation family in In this letter to a friend in the North, the son of a South
South Carolina, wrote amid the Confederacy’s collapse Carolina plantation owner made grim predictions for the
and the aftermath of defeat. future.
The breath of Emancipation has passed over the country, My dear Jim
& we are now in that transition state between the new Your letter of date July 1865, has just reached me and you
& the old systems — a state of chaos & disorder. Will the will be relieved by my answers, to find that I am still alive,
negro be materially benefitted by the change? Will the and extremely glad to hear from you. . . . I have served in
condition of the country in its productive resources, in the Army, my brother died in the Army, and every family
material prosperity be improved? Will it be a benefit to has lost members. No one can know how reduced we are,
the landed proprietors? These are questions which will particularly the refined & educated. . . .
have their solution in the future. They are in the hands My father had five plantations on the coast, and all the
of that Providence which over-ruleth all things for good. buildings were burnt, and the negroes, now left to them-
It was a strong conviction of my best judgment that the selves, are roaming in a starvation condition . . . like lost
old relation of master & slave, had received the divine sheep, with no one to care for them.
sanction & was the best condition in which the two races They find the Yankee only a speculator, and they
could live together for mutual benefit. There were many have no confidence in anyone. They very naturally, poor
defects to be corrected & many abuses to be remedied. things, think that freedom means doing nothing, and this
Among these defects I will enumerate the want of legisla- they are determined to do. They look to the government,
tion to make the marriage contract binding — to prevent to take care of them, and it will be many years, before this
the separation of families, & to restrain the cupidity of once productive country will be able to support itself. The
cruel masters. Perhaps it is for neglecting these obliga- former kind and just treatment of the slaves, and their
tions that God has seen fit to dissolve that relation. I docile and generous temper, make them now disposed
believe the negro must remain in this country & that to be [quiet] and obedient: but the determination of your
his condition although a freed-man, must be to labour Northern people to give them a place in the councils of
on the soil. Nothing but necessity will compel him to the Country and make them the equal of the white man,
labour. Now the question is, will that necessity be so will at last, bear its fruit, and we may then expect them,
strong as to compel him to labour, which will be profit- to rise against the whites, and in the end, be exterminated
able to the landed proprietors. Will he make as much themselves.
cotton, sugar, rice & tobacco for the world as he did I am now interested in a school for the negroes, who
previously? They will now have a choice where to labour. are around me, and will endeavor to do my duty, to them,
This will ensure good treatment & the best terms. The as ever before, but I am afraid their best days are past. . . .
most humane, the most energetic & the most judicious I feel now that I have no country, I obey like a subject,
managers have the best chances in the race for success. but I cannot love such a government. Perhaps the next
I expect to see a revolution in the ownership of landed letter, you get from me, will be from England. . . .
estates. Those only can succeed who bring the best
capacity for the business. Time will show. Source: Stanley I. Kutler, ed., Looking for America: The Peaple’s History, 2nd ed., 2 vols.

(New York: W. W. Norton, 1979), 2: 4-6.

Source: The Civil War and Reconstruction: A Documentary Collection, ed. William E.
Gienapp (New York: W. W. Norton, 2001), 304-305.
488




Isabella Soustan

Letter, July 10, 1865

Isabella Soustan, a freedwoman in Virginia, wrote to her
former master not long after the Civil War ended.

I have the honor to appeal to you once more for assis-
tance, Master. I am cramped hear nearly to death and no
one ceares for me heare, and I want you if you please Sir,
to Send for me. I dont care if I am free. [ had rather live
with you. I was as free while with you, as I wanted to be.
Mas Man you know [ was as well Satisfied with you as I
wanted to be. . . . John is still hired out at the same and
doing Well and well Satisfied only greaveing about home,
he want to go home as bad as I do, if you ever Send for
me I will Send for him immediately, and take him home
to his kind Master. . . . Pleas to give my love to all of my
friends, and especially to my young mistress don’t forget
to reserve a double portion for yourself. I Will close at
present, hoping to bee at your Service Soon yes before
yonder Sun Shal rise and set any more.

May I subscribe myself your Most affectionate humble
friend and Servt.

Isabella A. Soustan

Source: Leon F. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery (New York:
Knopf, 1979}, 332.

Jourdon Anderson

Letter, August 7, 1865

Anderson had escaped with his family from Tennessee and
settled in Dayton, Ohio. He dictated this letter to a friend,
and it later appeared in the New York Tribune. Folklorists
have reported on ways that enslaved people found, even
in bondage, for “puttin’ down” masters. But only in free-
dom—and in a northern state—could Anderson's sarcasm
be expressed so openly.

To My Old Master, Colonel P. H. Anderson, Big Spring,
Tennessee.
Sir:

I got your letter, and was glad to find that you had not
forgotten Jourdon. . . . I thought the Yankees would have
hung you long before this, for harboring Rebs. . . .

I want to know particularly what the good chance is
you propose to give me. I am doing tolerably well here.
get twenty-five dollars a month, with victuals and cloth-
ing; have a comfortable home for Mandy, — the folks here
call her Mrs. Anderson, —and the children — Milly, Jane,
and Grundy — go to school and are learning well. . . .

Mandy says she would be afraid to go back without
some proof that you were disposed to treat us justly and
kindly; and we have concluded to test your sincerity by
asking you to send us our wages for the time we served
you. This will make us forget and forgive old scores, and
rely on your justice and friendship in the future. I served
you faithfully for thirty-two years, and Mandy twenty
years. At twenty-five dollars a month for me and two dol-
lars a week for Mandy, our earnings would amount to
eleven thousand six hundred and eighty dollars. Add to
this the interest for the time our wages have been kept
back, and deduct what you paid for our clothing, and
three doctor’s visits to me, and pulling a tooth for Mandy,
and the balance will show what we are in justice entitled
to. Please send the balance by Adams Express, in care of
V. Winters, esq., Dayton, Ohio. If you do not pay us for
faithful labors in the past we can have little faith in your
promises in the future. . . .

In answering this letter, please state if there would be
any safety for my Milly and Jane, who are now grown up,
and both good-looking girls. . . . I would rather stay here
and starve — and die, if it come to that — than have my
girls brought to shame by the violence and wickedness of
their young masters. You will also please state if there has
been any schools opened for the colored children in your
neighborhood. The great desire of my life now is to give
my children an education, and have them form virtuous
habits.

From your old servant,

Jourdon Anderson

P.S. Say howdy to George Carter, and thank him for
taking the pistol from you when you were shooting at me.

Source: Leon F. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery (New York:
Knopf, 1979), 333-335,

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. Compare Ravenel’s and Heyward's attitudes toward
freedmen and freedwomen. How did their views differ,
and on what points did they agree?

2. What predictions did Ravenel and Heyward make about
the South’s postwar future? How might their expecta-
tions have shaped their own actions?

3. Soustan and Anderson both wrote to men who had for-
merly claimed them as property. How do you account for
their different outlooks and approaches? What condi-
tions of life does each mention? What inferences might
be drawn from this about the varied postwar experi-
ences of freedpeople?
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PART 5

Sharecroppers in Georgia

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

This photograph shows a Georgia sharecropping family in front of their cabin at cotton-harvesting time.

The man in the buggy behind them is probably the landowner, What does this photograph reveal about the
condition of sharecroppers? Is there evidence that they might have considered themselves to be doing fairly
well—as well as evidence of limits on their success and independence? Note that cotton is growing all the
way up to the house, suggesting that the family left little room for a garden or livestock. Through the relent-
less pressure of loans and debt, sharecropping forced southern farmers into a cash-crop monoculture. Brown

Brothers,

wage work with apparent satisfaction. Maliciously
comparing black workers to free-roaming pigs, land-
owners told them to “root, hog, or die.” Former slaves
found themselves with rock-bottom wages; it was a
shock to find that emancipation and “free labor” did
not prevent a hardworking family from nearly starving.

African American workers used a variety of tactics
to fight back. As early as 1865, alarmed whites across
the South reported that former slaves were holding
mass meetings to agree on “plans and terms for labor”
Such meetings continued through the Reconstruction
years. Facing limited prospects at home, some workers
left the fields and traveled long distances to seek better-
paying jobs on the railroads or in turpentine and lum-
ber camps. Others —from rice cultivators to laundry
workers — organized strikes.

At the same time, struggles raged between employ-
ers and freedpeople over womens work. In slavery,
African American women’s bodies had been the sexual
property of white men. Protecting black women from
such abuse, as much as possible, was a crucial priority
for freedpeople. When planters demanded that black
women go back into the fields, African Americans
resisted resolutely. “I seen on some plantations,” one
freedman recounted, “where the white men would . . .
tell colored men that their wives and children could
not live on their places unless they work in the fields.
The colored men [answered that] whenever they
wanted their wives to work they would tell them
themselves”

There was a profound irony in this man’s definition
of freedom: it designated a wife’s labor as her husband’s




property. Some black women asserted their indepen-
dence and headed their own households, though this
was often a matter of necessity rather than choice. For
many freedpeople, the opportunity for a stable family
life was one of the greatest achievements of emancipa-
tion. Many enthusiastically accepted the northern ideal
of domesticity. Missionaries, teachers, and editors of
black newspapers urged men to work diligently and
support their families, and they told women (though
many worked for wages) to devote themselves to moth-
erhood and the home.

Even in rural areas, former slaves refused to work
under conditions that recalled slavery. There would be
no gang work, they vowed: no overseers, no whippings,
no regulation of their private lives. Across the South,
planters who needed labor were forced to yield to what
one planter termed the “prejudices of the freedmen,
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who desire to be masters of their own time” In a few
areas, wage work became the norm — for example, on
the giant sugar plantations of Louisiana financed by
northern capital. But cotton planters lacked money to
pay wages, and sometimes, in lieu of a wage, they
offered a share of the crop. Freedmen, in turn, paid
their rent in shares of the harvest.

Thus the Reconstruction years gave rise to a dis-
tinctive system of cotton agriculture known as share-
cropping, in which freedmen worked as renters,
exchanging their labor for the use of land, house,
implements, and sometimes seed and fertilizer. Share-
croppers typically turned over half of their crops to the
landlord (Map 15.2). In a credit-starved agricultural
region that grew crops for a world economy, sharecrop-
ping was an effective strategy, enabling laborers and
landowners to share risks and returns. But it was a very
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MAP 15.2
The Barrow Plantation, 1860 and 1881

This map is a modern redrawing of one that first appeared in the popular magazine Scribner’s
Monthly in April 1881, accompanying an article about the Barrow plantation. Comparing the 1860
map of this central Georgia plantation with the 1881 map reveals the impact of sharecropping on
patterns of black residence. In 1860, the slave quarters were clustered near the planter’s house. In
contrast, by 1881 the sharecroppers were scattered across the plantation’s 2,000 acres, having built
cabins on the ridges between the low-lying streams. The surname Barrow was common among the
sharecropping families, which means almost certainly that they had been slaves who, years after
emancipation, still had not moved on. For sharecroppers, freedom meant not only their individual
lots and cabins but also the school and church shown on the map.
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unequal relationship. Starting out penniless, share-
croppers had no way to make it through the first grow-
ing season without borrowing for food and supplies.
Country storekeepers stepped in. Bankrolled by
northern suppliers, they furnished sharecroppers with
provisions and took as collateral a lien on the crop,
effectively assuming ownership of croppers’ shares
and leaving them only what remained after debts had
been paid. Crop-lien laws enforced lenders’ ownership
rights to the crop share. Once indebted at a store, share-
croppers became easy targets for exorbitant prices,
unfair interest rates, and crooked bookkeeping. As cot-
ton prices declined in the 1870s, more and more share-
croppers fell into permanent debt. If the merchant was
also the landowner or conspired with the landowner,
debt became a pretext for forced labor, or peonage.
Sharecropping arose in part because it was a good
fit for cotton agriculture. Cotton, unlike sugarcane,
could be raised efficiently by small farmers (provided
they had the lash of indebtedness

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

War. In India, Egypt, Brazil, and West Africa, variants
of the sharecropping system emerged. Everywhere
international merchants and bankers, who put up cap-
ital, insisted on passage of crop-lien laws. Indian and
Egyptian villagers ended up, like their American coun-
terparts, permanently under the thumb of furnishing
merchants.

By 1890, three out of every four black farmers in
the South were tenants or sharecroppers; among white
farmers, the ratio was one in three. For freedmen,
sharecropping was not the worst choice, in a world
where former masters threatened to impose labor con-
ditions that were close to slavery. But the costs were
devastating. With farms leased on a year-to-year basis,
neither tenant nor owner had much incentive to
improve the property. The crop-lien system rested
on expensive interest payments —money that might
otherwise have gone into agricultural improvements or
to meet human needs. And sharecropping committed
the South inflexibly to cotton, a crop that generated the

IDENTIFY CAUSES
Why did sharecropping
emerge, and how did it
affect freedpeople and the
southern economy?

always on their backs). We can see
this in the experience of other
regions that became major pro-
ducers in response to the global
cotton shortage set off by the Civil

cash required by landlords and furnishing merchants.
The result was a stagnant farm economy that blighted
the South’s future. As Republican governments tried to
remake the region, they confronted not only wartime

destruction but also the failure of their hopes that free

Cotton Farmers, Marietta,
Georgia, c. 1880

Before the Civil War, the South
had praudly called itself the
“Cotton Kingdom." After the
war, cotton was still king, but
few southerners got rich on cot-
ton profits. Instead, thousands
of small-scale farmers, white and
black, struggled with plunging
crop prices, debt, and taxes on
land to support an array of
ambitious Reconstruction pro-
grams. The farmers here have
baled their cotton for market
and pose with their wagons in
Marietta’s courthouse square.
Courtesy Georgia Vanishing Archives
Collection, cob262




labor would create a modern, prosperous South, built
in the image of the industrializing North. Instead, the
Soyth’s rural economy remained mired in widespread
poverty and based on an uneasy compromise between
landowners and laborers.

Republican Governments in the South

Between 1868 and 1871, all the former Confederate
states met congressional stipulations and rejoined the
Union. Protected by federal troops, Republican admin-
istrations in these states retained power for periods
ranging from a few months in Virginia to nine years in
South Carolina, Louisiana, and Florida. These govern-
ments remain some of the most misunderstood insti-
tutions in all US. history. Ex-Confederates never
accepted their legitimacy. Many other whites agreed,
focusing particularly on the role of African Americans
who began to serve in public office. “It is strange,
abnormal, and unfit,” declared one British visitor to
Louisiana, “that a negro Legislature should deal . . . with
the gravest commercial and financial interests” During
much of the twentieth century, historians echoed such
critics, condemning Reconstruction leaders as igno-
rant and corrupt. These historians shared the racial
prejudices of the British observer: Blacks were simply
unfit to govern.

In fact, Reconstruction governments were ambi-
tious. They were hated, in part, because they under-
took impressive reforms in public education, family
law, social services, commerce, and transportation. Like
their northern allies, southern Republicans admired
the economic and social transformations that had
occurred in the North before the Civil War and worked
energetically to import them.

The southern Republican Party included former
Whigs, a few former Democrats, black and white
newcomers from the North, and southern African
Americans. From the start, its leaders faced the
dilemma of racial prejudice. In the upcountry, white
Unionists were eager to join the party but sometimes
reluctant to work with black allies. In most areas, the
Republicans also desperately needed African Ameri-
cans, who constituted a majority of registered voters in
Alabama, Florida, South Carolina, and Mississippi.

For a brief moment in the late 1860s, black and
white Republicans joined forces through the Union
League, a secret fraternal order. Formed in border
states and northern cities during the Civil War, the
league became a powerful political association that
spread through the former Confederacy. Functioning
as a grassroots wing of Radical Republicanism, it
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pressured Congress to uphold justice for freedmen.
After blacks won voting rights, the league organized
meetings at churches and schoolhouses to instruct
freedmen on political issues and voting procedures.
League clubs held parades and military drills, giving a
public face to the new political order.

The Freedmen’s Bureau also supported grassroots
Reconstruction efforts. Though some bureau officials
sympathized with planters, most were dedicated, ideal-
istic men who tried valiantly to reconcile opposing
interests. Bureau men kept a sharp eye out for unfair
labor contracts and often forced landowners to bargain
with workers and tenants. They advised freedmen on
economic matters; provided direct payments to des-
perate families, especially women and children; and
helped establish schools. In cooperation with northern
aid societies, the bureau played a key role in founding
African American colleges and universities such as
Fisk, Tougaloo, and the Hampton Institute. These insti-
tutions, in turn, focused on training teachers. By 1869,
there were more than three thousand teachers instruct-
ing freedpeople in the South. More than half were
themselves African Americans.

Ex-Confederates viewed the Union League,
Freedmen’s Bureau, and Republican Party as illegiti-
mate forces in southern affairs, and they resented the
political education of freedpeople. They referred to
southern whites who supported Reconstruction as
scalawags — an ancient Scots-Irish term for worthless
animals —and denounced northern whites as carpet-
baggers, self-seeking interlopers who carried all their
property in cheap suitcases called carpetbags. Such
labels glossed over the actual diversity of white Repub-
licans. Many arrivals from the North, while motivated
by personal profit, also brought capital and skills.
Interspersed with ambitious schemers were reformers
hoping to advance freedmen’s rights. So-called scala-
wags were even more varied. Some southern Republi-
cans were former slave owners; others were ex-Whigs
or even ex-Democrats who hoped to attract northern
capital. But most hailed from the backcountry and
wanted to rid the South of its slaveholding aristocracy,
believing slavery had victimized whites as well as
blacks.

Southern Democrats’ contempt for black politi-
cians, whom they regarded as ignorant field hands, was
just as misguided as their stereotypes about white
Republicans. Many African American leaders in the
South came from the ranks of antebellum free blacks.
Others were skilled men like Robert Smalls of South
Carolina, who as a slave had worked for wages that he
turned over to his master. Smalls, a steamer pilot in
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Hiram R. Revels

In 1870, Hiram Rhoades Revels (1827-1901) was elected to
the U.S. Senate from Mississippi to fill Jefferson Davis's former
seat. Revels was a free black from North Carolina who had
moved to the North and attended Knox College in lllinois.
During the Civil War he had recruited African Americans for
the Union army and, as an ordained Methodist minister,
served as chaplain of a black regiment in Mississippi, where
he settled after the war. The Granger Collection, New York.

Charleston harbor, had become a war hero when he
escaped with his family and other slaves and brought
his ship to the Union navy. Buying property in Beaufort
after the war, Smalls became a state legislator and later
a congressman. Blanche K. Bruce, another former
slave, had been tutored on a Virginia plantation by his
white father; during the war, he escaped and estab-
lished a school for freedmen in Missouri. In 1869, he
moved to Mississippi and became, five years later,
Mississippi’s second black U.S. senator. Political leaders
such as Smalls and Bruce were joined by northern
blacks —including ministers, teachers, and Union vet-
erans — who moved south to support Reconstruction.
During Radical Reconstruction, such men fanned
out into plantation districts and recruited former slaves
to participate in politics. Literacy
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other papers, and in that way I found out a great deal,
and [ told them whatever I thought was right” Though
never proportionate to their numbers in the popula-
tion, blacks became officeholders across the South.
In South Carolina, African Americans constituted a
majority in the lower house of the legislature in 1868.
Over the course of Reconstruction, twenty African
Americans served in state administrations as governor,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, or lesser offices.
More than six hundred became state legislators, and
sixteen were congressmen.

Both white and black Republicans had big plans.
Their southern Reconstruction governments elimi-
nated property qualifications for the vote and abol-
ished Black Codes. Their new state constitutions
expanded the rights of married women, enabling them
to own their own property and wages — “a wonderful
reform,” one white woman in Georgia wrote, for “the
cause of Women's Rights” Like their counterparts in
the North, southern Republicans also believed in using
government to foster economic growth. Seeking to
diversify the economy beyond cotton agriculture, they
poured money into railroads and other projects.

In myriad ways, Republicans brought southern
state and city governments up to date. They outlawed
corporal punishments such as whipping and branding.
They established hospitals and asylums for orphans
and the disabled. South Carolina offered free public
health services, while Alabama provided free legal rep-
resentation for defendants who could not pay. Some
municipal governments paved streets and installed
streetlights. Petersburg, Virginia, established a board of
health that offered free medical care during the small-
pox epidemic of 1873. Nashville, Tennessee, created
soup kitchens for the poor.

Most impressive of all were achievements in public
education, where the South had lagged woefully.
Republicans viewed education as the foundation of a
true democratic order. By 1875, over half of black chil-
dren were attending school in Mississippi, Florida, and
South Carolina. African Americans of all ages rushed
to the newly established schools, even when they had
to pay tuition. They understood why slaveholders had
criminalized slave literacy: the practice of freedom
rested on the ability to read newspapers, labor con-
tracts, history books, and the Bible. A school official

PLACE EVENTS

IN CONTEXT

What policies did southern
Reconstruction legislators
pursue, and what needs of
the postwar South did they
seek to serve?

helped freedman Thomas Allen, a
Baptist minister and shoemaker,
win election to the Georgia legis-
lature. “The colored people came
to me,” Allen recalled, “and I gave
them the best instructions I could.
I took the New York Tribune and

in Virginia reported that freedpeople were “crazy to
learn” One Louisiana man explained why he was send-
ing his children to school, even though he needed their
help in the field. It was “better than leaving them a
fortune; because if you left them even five hundred
dollars, some man having more education than they
had would come along and cheat them out of it all”




Thousands of white children, particularly girls and the
sons of poor farmers and laborers, also benefitted from
new public education systems. Young white women's
gra{duation from high school, an unheard-of occur-
rence before the Civil War, became a celebrated event
in southern cities and towns.

Southern Reconstruction governments also had
their flaws — flaws that would become more apparent
as the 1870s unfolded. In the race for economic devel-
opment, for example, state officials allowed private
companies to hire out prisoners to labor in mines and
other industries, in a notorious system known as con-
vict leasing. Corruption was rife and conditions hor-
rific. In 1866, Alabama’s governor leased 200 state con-
victs to a railroad construction company for the grand
total of $5. While they labored to build state-subsidized
lines such as the Alabama and Chattanooga, prisoners
were housed at night in open, rolling cages. Physical
abuse was common and medical care nonexistent. At
the start of 1869, Alabama counted 263 prisoners avail-
able for leasing; by the end of the year, a staggering 92
of them had died. While convict leasing expanded in
later decades, it began during Reconstruction, sup-
ported by both Republicans and Democrats.

Building Black Communities

In slavery days, African Americans had built networks
of religious worship and mutual aid, but these operated
largely in secret. After emancipation, southern blacks
could engage in open community building. In doing
so, they cooperated with northern missionaries and
teachers, both black and white, who came to help in the

Freedmen's School,
Petersburg, Virginia, 1870s

A Union veteran, returning to
Virginia in the 1870s to photo-
graph battlefields, captured this
image of an African American
teacher and her students at a
freedmen’s school. Note the dif-
ficult conditions in which they
study: many are barefoot, and
there are gaps in the walls and
floor of the school building.
Nonetheless, the students have
a few books. Despite poverty
and relentless hostility from
many whites, freedpeople across
the South were determined to
get a basic education for them-
selves and their children. william L.
Clements Library, University of
Michigan.
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great work of freedom. “Ignorant
though they may be, on account
of long years of oppression, they
exhibit a desire to hear and to
learn, that I never imagined,
reported African American min-
ister Reverend James Lynch, who
traveled from Maryland to the
Deep South. “Every word you say
while preaching, they drink down
and respond to, with an earnestness that sets your heart
all on fire”

Independent churches quickly became central
community institutions, as blacks across the South left
white-dominated congregations, where they had sat in
segregated balconies, and built churches of their own.
These churches joined their counterparts in the North
to become national denominations, including, most
prominently, the National Baptist Convention and the
African Methodist Episcopal Church. Black churches
served not only as sites of worship but also as schools,
social centers, and meeting halls. Ministers were often
political spokesmen as well. As Charles H. Pearce, a
black Methodist pastor in Florida, declared, “A man in
this State cannot do his whole duty as a minister except
he looks out for the political interests of his people”
Religious leaders articulated the special destiny of
freedpeople as the new “Children of Israel”

The flowering of black churches, schools, news-
papers, and civic groups was one of the most endur-
ing initiatives of the Reconstruction era. Dedicated
teachers and charity leaders embarked on a project of
“race uplift” that never ceased thereafter, while black
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Fisk Jubilee Singers, 1873

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, was established in 1865 to provide higher education for African
Americans from all across the South. When university funds ran short in 1871, the Jubilee Singers choral
group was formed and began touring to raise money for the school. They performed African American

; spirituals and folksongs, such as “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” arranged in ways that appealed to white

audiences, making this music nationally popular for the first time. In 1872, the group performed for Presi-
dent Grant at the White House. Money raised by this acclaimed chorale saved Fisk from bankruptcy. Edmund
Havel’s portrait of the group was painted during their first European tour. Fisk University Art Galleries.'

entrepreneurs were proud to build businesses that
served their communities. The issue of desegrega-
tion —sharing public facilities with whites—was a
trickier one. Though some black leaders pressed for
desegregation, they were keenly aware of the backlash
this was likely to provoke. Others made it clear that
they preferred their children to attend all-black schools,
especially if they encountered hostile or condescend-
ing white teachers and classmates. Many had prag-
matic concerns. Asked whether she wanted her boys
to attend an integrated school, one woman in New
Orleans said no: “I don’t want my children to be
pounded by . . . white boys. I don't send them to school
to fight, I send them to learn”

At the national level, congressmen wrestled with
similar issues as they debated an ambitious civil rights
bill championed by Radical Republican senator
Charles Sumner. Sumner first introduced his bill in
1870, seeking to enforce, among other things, equal

access to schools, public transportation, hotels, and
churches. Despite a series of defeats and delays, the bill
remained on Capitol Hill for five years. Opponents
charged that shared public spaces would lead to race
mixing and intermarriage. Some sympathetic Repub-
licans feared a backlash, while others questioned
whether, because of the First Amendment, the federal
government had the right to regulate churches. On
his deathbed in 1874, Sumner exhorted a visitor to
remember the civil rights bill: “Don’t let it fail” In the
end, the Senate removed Sumner’s provision for inte-
grated churches, and the House removed the clause
requiring integrated schools. But to honor the great
Massachusetts abolitionist, Congress passed the Civil
Rights Act of 1875. The law required “full and equal”
access to jury service and to transportation and public
accommodations, irrespective of race. It was the last
such act for almost a hundred years — until the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.




The Undoing of
Reconstruction

Sumner’s death marked the waning of Radical
Reconstruction. That movement had accomplished
more than anyone dreamed a few years earlier. But a
chasm had opened between the goals of freedmen,
who wanted autonomy, and policymakers, whose first
priorities were to reincorporate ex-Confederates into
the nation and build a powerful national economy.
Meanwhile, the North was flooded with one-sided,
racist reports such as James M. Pike’s influential book
The Prostrate State (1873), which claimed South
Carolina was in the grip of “black barbarism.” Events of
the 1870s deepened the northern public’s disillusion-
ment. Scandals rocked the Grant administration, and
an economic depression curbed both private invest-
ment and public spending. At the same time, northern
resolve was worn down by continued ex-Confederate
resistance and violence. Only full-scale military inter-
vention could reverse the situation in the South, and by
the mid-1870s the North had no political willpower to
renew the occupation.

The Republicans Unravel

Republicans had banked on economic growth to
underpin their ambitious program, but their hopes
were dashed in 1873 by the sudden onset of a severe
worldwide depression. In the United States, the initial
panic was triggered by the bankruptcy of the Northern
Pacific Railroad, backed by leading financier Jay Cooke.
Cookes supervision of Union finances during the Civil
War had made him a national hero; his downfall was a
shock, and since Cooke was so well connected in
Washington, it raised suspicions that Republican finan-
cial manipulation had caused the depression. Officials
in the Grant administration deepened public resent-
ment toward their party when they rejected pleas to
increase the money supply and provide relief from debt
and unemployment.

The impact of the depression varied in different
parts of the United States. Farmers suffered a terrible
plight as crop prices plunged, while industrial workers
faced layofts and sharp wage reductions. Within a
year, 50 percent of American iron manufacturing had
stopped. By 1877, half the nation’s railroad companies
had filed for bankruptcy. Rail construction halted.
With hundreds of thousands thrown out of work,
people took to the road. Wandering “tramps,” who
camped by railroad tracks and knocked on doors
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to beg for work and food, terrified prosperous
Americans.

In addition to discrediting Republicans, the depres-
sion directly undercut their policies, most dramatically
in the South. The ex-Confederacy was still recovering
from the ravages of war, and its new economic and
social order remained fragile. The bold policies of
southern Republicans — for education, public health,
and grants to railroad builders —cost a great deal of
money. Federal support, through programs like the
Freedmen’s Bureau, had begun to fade even before
1873. Republicans had banked on major infusions of
northern and foreign investment capital; for the most
part, these failed to materialize. Investors who had
sunk money into Confederate bonds, only to have
those repudiated, were especially wary. The South’s
economy grew more slowly than Republicans had
hoped, and after 1873, growth screeched to a halt. State
debts mounted rapidly, and as crushing interest on
bonds fell due, public credit collapsed.

Not only had Republican officials failed to antici-
pate a severe depression; during the era of generous
spending, considerable funds had also been wasted or
had ended up in the pockets of corrupt officials. Two
swindlers in North Carolina, one of them a former
Union general, were found to have distributed more
than $200,000 in bribes and loans to legislators to gain
millions in state funds for rail construction. Instead of
building railroads, they used the money to travel to
Europe and speculate in stocks and bonds. Not only
Republicans were on the take. “You are mistaken,”
wrote one southern Democrat to a northern friend, “if
you suppose that all the evils . . . result from the car-
petbaggers and negroes. The Democrats are leagued
with them when anything is proposed that promises to
pay.” In South Carolina, when African American con-
gressman Robert Smalls was convicted of taking a
bribe, the Democratic governor pardoned him—in
exchange for an agreement that federal officials would
drop an investigation of Democratic election frauds.

One of the depression’s most tragic results was the
failure of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company.
This private bank, founded in 1865, had worked closely
with the Freedmen’s Bureau and Union army across the
South. Former slaves associated it with the party of
Lincoln, and thousands responded to northerners’ call
for thrift and savings by bringing their small deposits
to the nearest branch. African American farmers,
entrepreneurs, churches, and charitable groups opened
accounts at the bank. But in the early 1870s, the bank’s
directors sank their money into risky loans and specu-
lative investments. In June 1874, the bank failed.
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Some Republicans believed that, because the bank
had been so closely associated with the U.S. Army and
federal agencies, Congress had a duty to step in. Even
one southern Democrat argued that the government
was “morally bound to see to it that not a dollar is
lost” But in the end, Congress refused to compensate
the 61,000 depositors. About half recovered small
amounts — averaging $18.51 —but the others received
nothing. The party of Reconstruction was losing its
moral gloss.

The Disillusioned Liberals  Asa result of the depres-
sion and rising criticism of postwar activist govern-
ment, a revolt emerged in the Republican Party. It was
led by influential intellectuals, journalists, and busi-
nessmen who believed in classical liberalism: free trade,
small government, low property taxes, and limitation
of voting rights to men of education and property.
Liberals responded to the massive increase in federal
power, during the Civil War and Reconstruction, by
urging a policy of laissez faire, in which government
“let alone” business and the economy. In the postwar
decades, laissez faire advocates never succeeded in
ending federal policies such as the protective tariff and
national banking system (Chapter 16), but their argu-
ments helped roll back Reconstruction. Unable to
block Grant’s renomination for the presidency in 1872,
the dissidents broke away and formed a new party
under the name Liberal Republican. Their candidate
was Horace Greeley, longtime publisher of the New
York Tribune and veteran reformer and abolitionist.
The Democrats, still in disarray, also nominated
Greeley, notwithstanding his editorial diatribes against
them. A poor campaigner, Greeley was assailed so
severely that, as he said, “I hardly knew whether I was
running for the Presidency or the penitentiary”
Grant won reelection overwhelmingly, capturing
56 percent of the popular vote and every electoral
vote. Yet Liberal Republicans had shifted the terms of
debate. The agenda they advanced — smaller govern-
ment, restricted voting rights, and reconciliation with
ex-Confederates — resonated with Democrats, who had
long advocated limited government and were working
to reclaim their status as a legitimate national party.
Liberalism thus crossed party lines, uniting disillu-
sioned conservative Republicans
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unabashed elitism, Godkin and others claimed that
freedmen were unfit to vote. They denounced universal
suffrage, which “can only mean in plain English the
government of ignorance and vice””

The second Grant administration gave liberals
plenty of ammunition. The most notorious scandal
involved Crédit Mobilier, a sham corporation set up by
shareholders in the Union Pacific Railroad to secure
government grants at an enormous profit. Organizers
of the scheme protected it from investigation by pro-
viding gifts of Crédit Mobilier stock to powerful
members of Congress. Another scandal involved the
Whiskey Ring, a network of liquor distillers and trea-
sury agents who defrauded the government of millions
of dollars of excise taxes on whiskey. The ringleader
was Grant’s private secretary, Orville Babcock. Others
went to prison, but Grant stood by Babcock, possibly
perjuring himself to save his secretary from jail. The
stench of scandal permeated the White House.

Counterrevolution in the South

While northerners became preoccupied with scandals
and the shock of economic depression, ex-Confederates
seized power in the South. Most believed (as north-
ern liberals had also begun to argue) that southern
Reconstruction governments were illegitimate “regimes”
Led by the planters, ex-Confederates staged a massive
insurgency to take back the South.

When they could win at the ballot box, southern
Democrats took that route. They got ex-Confederate
voting rights restored and campaigned against “negro
rule” But when force was necessary, southern Demo-
crats used it. Present-day Americans, witnessing polit-
ical violence in other countries, seldom remember that
our own history includes the overthrow of elected gov-
ernments by paramilitary groups. But this is exactly
how Reconstruction ended in many parts of the South.
Ex-Confederates terrorized Republicans, especially in
districts with large proportions of black voters. Black
political leaders were shot, hanged, beaten to death,
and in one case even beheaded. Many Republicans,
both black and white, went into hiding or fled for their
lives. Southern Democrats called this violent process
“Redemption” —a heroic name that still sticks today,
even though this seizure of power was murderous and

UNDERSTAND

POINTS OF VIEW

How did ex-Confederates,
freedpeople, Republicans,
and classical liberals view
the end of Reconstruction?

undemocratic.

No one looms larger in this bloody story than
Nathan Bedford Forrest, a decorated Confederate
general. Born in poverty in 1821, Forrest had risen to
become a big-time slave trader and Mississippi planter.
A fiery secessionist, Forrest had formed a Tennessee

with Democrats who denounced
government activism. E. L. Godkin
of The Nation and other classical
liberal editors played key roles
in turning northern public opin-
ion against Reconstruction. With




Confederate cavalry regiment, fought bravely at the
battle of Shiloh, and won fame as a daring raider. On
April 12, 1864, his troops perpetrated one of the
war’s worst atrocities, the massacre at Fort Pillow,
Tennessee, of black Union soldiers who were trying to
surrender.

After the Civil War, Forrests determination to
uphold white supremacy altered the course of Recon-
struction. William G. Brownlow, elected as Tennessee’s
Republican governor in 1865, was a tough man, a
former prisoner of the Confederates who was not shy
about calling his enemies to account. Ex-Confederates
struck back with a campaign of terror, targeting espe-
cially Brownlow’s black supporters. Amid the mayhem,
ex-Confederates formed the first Ku Klux Klan group
in late 1865 or early 1866. As it proliferated across the
state, the Klan turned to Forrest, who had been trying,
unsuccessfully, to rebuild his prewar fortune. Late in
1866, at a secret meeting in Nashville, Forrest donned
the robes of Grand Wizard. His activities are mostly
cloaked in mystery, but there is no mistake about his
goals: the Klan would strike blows against the despised
Republican government of Tennessee.

In many towns, the Klan became virtually identical
to the Democratic Party. Klan members —including
Forrest—dominated Tennessees delegation to the
Democratic national convention of 1868. At home, the
Klah unleashed a murderous campaign of terror, and
though Governor Brownlow responded resolutely, in
the end Republicans cracked. The Klan and similar
groups — organized under such names as the White
League and Knights of the White Camelia— arose in
other states. Vigilantes burned freedmen’s schools, beat
teachers, attacked Republican gatherings, and mur-
dered political opponents. By 1870, Democrats had
seized power in Georgia and North Carolina and were
making headway across the South. Once they took
power, they slashed property taxes and passed other
laws favorable to landowners. They terminated Recon-
struction programs and cut funding for schools, espe-
cially those teaching black students.

In responding to the Klan between 1869 and 1871,
the federal government showed it could still exert
power effectively in the South. Determined to end Klan
violence, Congress held extensive hearings and in 1870
passed laws designed to protect freedmen’s rights
under the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.
These so-called Enforcement Laws authorized federal
prosecutions, military intervention, and martial law to
suppress terrorist activity. Grant’s administration made
full use of these new powers. In South Carolina, where
the Klan was deeply entrenched, U.S. troops occupied
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Ku Klux Klan Mask

White supremacists of the 1870s organized under many
names and wore many costumes, not simply (or often) the
white cone-shaped hats that were made famous later, in the
1920s, when the Klan underwent a nationwide resurgence.
Few masks from the 1870s have survived. The horns and
fangs on this one, from North Carolina, suggest how Klan
members sought to strike terror in their victims, while also
hiding their own identities. North Carotina Museum of History.

nine counties, made hundreds of arrests, and drove as
many as 2,000 Klansmen from the state.

This assault on the Klan, while raising the spirits of
southern Republicans, revealed how dependent they
were on Washington. “No such law could be enforced
by state authority,” one Mississippi Republican observed,
“the local power being too weak” But northern Repub-
licans were growing disillusioned with Reconstruction,
while in the South, prosecuting Klansmen was an
uphill battle against all-white juries and unsympathetic
federal judges. After 1872, prosecutions dropped off.
In the meantime, the Texas government fell to the
Democrats in 1873 and Alabama and Arkansasin 1874.

Reconstruction Rolled Back

As divided Republicans debated how to respond, vot-
ers in the congressional election of 1874 handed them
one of the most stunning defeats of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Responding especially to the severe depression
that gripped the nation, they removed almost half of
the party’s 199 representatives in the House. Democrats,
who had held 88 seats, now commanded an over-
whelming majority of 182. “The election is not merely
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a victory but a revolution,” exulted a Democratic news-
paper in New York.

After 1874, with Democrats in control of the House,
Republicans who tried to shore up their southern wing
had limited options. Bowing to election results, the
Grant administration began to reject southern Repub-
licans’ appeals for aid. Events in Mississippi showed the
outcome. As state elections neared there in 1875, para-
military groups such as the Red Shirts operated openly.
Mississippi’s Republican governor, Adelbert Ames, a
Union veteran from Maine, appealed for U.S. troops,
but Grant refused. “The whole public are tired out with
these annual autumnal outbreaks in the South,” com-
plained a Grant official, who told southern Republicans
that they were responsible for their own fate. Facing
a rising tide of brutal murders, Governor Ames—
realizing that only further bloodshed could result—
urged his allies to give up the fight. Brandishing guns
and stuffing ballot boxes, Democratic “Redeemers”
swept the 1875 elections and took control of Mississippi.
By 1876, Reconstruction was largely over. Republican
governments, backed by token U.S. military units,
remained in only three southern states: Louisiana,
South Carolina, and Florida. Elsewhere, former Con-
federates and their allies took power.

The Supreme Court Rejects Equal Rights Though

’ ex-Confederates seized power in southern states, new
landmark constitutional amendments and federal laws
remained in force. If the Supreme Court had left these
intact, subsequent generations of civil rights advocates
could have used the federal courts to combat racial dis-
crimination and violence. Instead, the Court closed off
this avenue for the pursuit of justice, just as it dashed
the hopes of women’s rights advocates.

As early as 1873, in a group of decisions known
collectively as the Slaughter-House Cases, the Court
began to undercut the power of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. In this case and a related ruling, U.S. v. Cruikshank
(1876), the justices argued that the Fourteenth Amend-
ment offered only a few, rather trivial federal protec-
tions to citizens (such as access to navigable water-
ways). In Cruikshank —a case that emerged from a
gruesome Kkilling of African American farmers by
ex-Confederates in Colfax, Louisiana, followed by a
Democratic political coup — the Court ruled that vot-
ing rights remained a state matter unless the state itself
violated those rights. If former slaves rights were vio-
lated by individuals or private groups (including the
Klan), that lay beyond federal jurisdiction. The
Fourteenth Amendment did not protect citizens from
armed vigilantes, even when those vigilantes seized
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political power. The Court thus gutted the Fourteenth
Amendment. In the Civil Rights Cases (1883), the jus-
tices also struck down the Civil Rights Act of 1875,
paving the way for later decisions that sanctioned seg-
regation. The impact of these decisions endured well
into the twentieth century.

The Political Crisis of 1877  After the grim election
results of 1874, Republicans faced a major battle in the
presidential election of 1876. Abandoning Grant, they
nominated Rutherford B. Hayes, a former Union gen-
eral who was untainted by corruption and —even
more important — hailed from the key swing state of
Ohio. Hayes’s Democratic opponent was New York
governor Samuel J. Tilden, a Wall Street lawyer with a
reform reputation. Tilden favored home rule for the
South, but so, more discreetly, did Hayes. With enforce-
ment on the wane, Reconstruction did not figure
prominently in the campaign, and little was said about
the states still led by Reconstruction governments:
Florida, South Carolina, and Louisiana.

Once returns started coming in on election night,
however, those states loomed large. Tilden led in the
popular vote and seemed headed for victory until sleep-
less politicians at Republican headquarters realized that
the electoral vote stood at 184 to 165, with the 20 votes
from Florida, South Carolina, and Louisiana still uncer-
tain. If Hayes took those votes, he would win by a mar-
gin of 1. Citing ample evidence of Democratic fraud
and intimidation, Republican officials certified all three
states for Hayes. “Redeemer” Democrats who had taken
over the states’ governments submitted their own elec-
toral votes for Tilden. When Congress met in early 1877,
it confronted two sets of electoral votes from those states.

The Constitution does not provide for such a con-
tingency. All it says is that the president of the Senate
(in 1877, a Republican) opens the electoral certificates
before the House (Democratic) and the Senate
(Republican) and “the Votes shall then be counted”
(Article 2, Section 1). Suspense gripped the country.
There was talk of inside deals or a new election — even
a violent coup. Finally, Congress appointed an electoral
commission to settle the question. The commission
included seven Republicans, seven Democrats, and, as
the deciding member, David Davis, a Supreme Court
justice not known to have fixed party loyalties. Davis,
however, disqualified himself by accepting an Illinois
Senate seat. He was replaced by Republican justice
Joseph P. Bradley, and by a vote of 8 to 7, on party lines,
the commission awarded the election to Hayes.

In the House of Representatives, outraged Demo-
crats vowed to stall the final count of electoral votes so




“Grantism”

President Grant was lampooned on both
sides of the Atlantic for the problems of
his scandal-ridden administration. The
British magazine Puck shows Grant barely
defying gravity to keep himself and his
corrupt subordinates aloft and out of jail.
To a great extent, however, the hero of the
Union army remained personally popular
at home and abroad. The British public
welcomed Grant with admiration on his
triumphant foreign tour in 1877. Library
of Congress,

as to prevent Hayes’s inauguration on March 4. But in
the end, they went along — partly because Tilden him-
self urged that they do so. Hayes had publicly indicated
his desire to offer substantial patronage to the South,
including federal funds for education and internal
improvements. IHe promised “a complete change of
men and policy” —naively hoping, at the same time,
that he could count on support from old-line southern
Whigs and protect black voting rights. Hayes was inau-
gurated on schedule. He expressed hope in his inaugu-
ral address that the federal government could serve
“the interests of both races carefully and equally.” But,
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setting aside the U.S. troops who were serving on bor-
der duty in Texas, only 3,000 Union soldiers remained
in the South. As soon as the new president ordered
them back to their barracks, the last Republican admin-
istrations in the South collapsed. Reconstruction had

ended.

Lasting Legacies

In the short run, the political events of 1877 had little
impact on most southerners. Much of the work of
“Redemption” had already been done. What mattered
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The South’s “Lost
Cause”

After Reconstruction ended, many white southerners celebrated the Confeder-
acy as a heroic “Lost Cause.” Through organizations such as the Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans and United Daughters of the Confederacy, they profoundly influ-
enced the nation’s memories of slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.

1. Commemorative postcard of living Confederate flag, Robert E. Lee Monument, Richmond, Virginia, 1907.
An estimated 150,000 people gathered in 1890 to dedicate this statue—ten times more than had attended

earlier memorial events.

Source: The Library of Virginia

2. From the United Daughters of the Confederacy
Constitution, 1894. The United Daughters of the
Confederacy (UDC), founded in 1894, grew in three
years to 136 chapters and by the late 1910s
counted a membership of 100,000.

The objects of this association are historical, educational,
memorial, benevolent, and social: To fulfill the duties

of sacred charity to the survivors of the war and those
dependent on them; to collect and preserve material

for a truthful history of the war; to protect historic
places of the Confederacy; to record the part taken

by the Southern women . . . in patient endurance of
hardship and patriotic devotion during the struggle;

to perpetuate the memory of our Confederate heroes
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and the glorious cause for which they fought; to cherish
the ties of friendship among members of this Association;
to endeavor to have used in all Southern schools only
such histories as are just and true.

3. McNeel Marble Co. advertisement in Confederate
Veteran magazine, 1905.

To the Daughters of the Confederacy: In regard to that
Confederate monument which your Chapter has been
talking about and planning for since you first got orga-
nized. Why not buy it NOW and have it erected before
all the old veterans have answered the final roll call? Why
wait and worry about raising funds? Our terms to U.D.C.
Chapters are so liberal and our plans for raising funds
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are so effective as to obviate the necessity of either waiting
or worrying. During the last three or four years we have
sold Confederate monuments to thirty-seven of your
sister Chapters. . . . Qur designs, our prices, our work,
our business methods have pleased them, and we can
please you. What your sister Chapters have done, you

can do. . .. WRITE TO-DAY.

4. Confederate veteran's letter, Confederate Veteran
magazine, 1910. An anonymous Georgian who
had served in Lee’s army sent the following letter
to the veterans’ magazine after attending a
reunion in Memphis.

Reunion gatherings are supposed to be for the benefit of
the old veterans; but will you show us where the privates,
the men who stood the hardships and did the fighting, have
any consideration when they get to the city that is expected
to entertain them? . . . [In Mempbhis, I] stopped at the
school building, where there were at least twenty-five or
thirty old veterans lying on the ground, and had been there
all night. All this while the officers were being banqueted,
wined, dined, and quartered in the very best hotels; but the
private must shift for himself, stand around on the street,
or sit on the curbstone. He must march if he is able, but the
officers ride in fine carriages. Pay more attention to the
men of the ranks — men who did service! I always go
prepared to pay my way; but I do not like to be ignored.

5. Matthew Page Andrews, The Women of the South
in War Times, 1923. Matthew Page Andrews’s The
Women of the South in War Times, approved by
the UDC, was a popular textbook for decades in
schools throughout the South.

The Southern people of the “old regime” have been pic-
tured as engaged primarily in a protracted struggle for
the maintenance of negro slavery. . . . Fighting on behalf
of slavery was as far from the minds of these Americans
as going to war in order to free the slaves was from the
purpose of Abraham Lincoln, whose sole object, fre-
quently expressed by him, was to “preserve the Union.” . . .
That, in the midst of war, there were almost no
instances of arson, murder, or outrage committed by the

negroes of the South is an everlasting tribute to the splen-
did character of the dominant race and their moral uplift
of a weaker one. . . . When these negroes were landed

on American shores, almost all were savages taken from
the lowest forms of jungle life. It was largely the women
of the South who trained these heathen people, molded
their characters, and, in the second and third generations,
lifted them up a thousand years in the scale of civilization.

6. Susie King Taylor, Reminiscences of My Life in
Camp with the 33d United States Colored Troops,
Late 1st S.C. Volunteers, 1902. Susie King Taylor,
born in slavery in Georgia in 1848, fled with her
uncle during the Civil War and served as a nurse
in the Union army.

I read an article, which said the ex-Confederate Daughters
had sent a petition to the managers of the local theatres
in Tennessee to prohibit the performance of “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin,” claiming it was exaggerated (that is, the treatment
of the slaves), and would have a very bad effect on the
children who might see the drama. I paused and thought
back a few years of the heart-rending scenes I have wit-
nessed. . . . I remember, as if it were yesterday, seeing
droves of negroes going to be sold, and I often went to
look at them, and I could hear the auctioneer very plainly
from my house, auctioning these poor people off.

Do these Confederate Daughters ever send petitions
to prohibit the atrocious lynchings and wholesale mur-
dering and torture of the negro? Do you ever hear of
them fearing this would have a bad effect on the chil-
dren? Which of these two, the drama or the present
state of affairs, makes a degrading impression upon
the minds of our young generation? In my opinion it
is not “Uncle Tom’s Cabin?” . . . It does not seem as if
our land is yet civilized.

Sources: (2) Minutes of the Seventh Annual Meeting of the United Daughters of

the Confederacy (Nashville, TN.: Press of Foster & Webb, Printers, 1901), 235;

(3) Confederate Veteran, 1905; (4) Confederate Veteran, Vol. XVIII (Nashville, TN.:

S. A. Cunningham, 1910); (5) Matthew Page Andrews, ed., The Women of the South in
War Times (Baltimore: The Norman, Remington Co., 1923), 3-4, 9-10; (6) Susie King
Taylor, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp (Boston: Published by the author, 1902),
65-66.

ANALYZING THE EVIDENCE

1. What do sources 2 and 3 tell us about the work of local UDC
chapters? What does the advertisement suggest about the
economy of the postwar South?

2. What can you infer from these sources about the situation
in the South after the Civil War? Why might women have
played a particularly important role in memorial associa-
tions?

3. Compare and contrast sources 4 and 6. Who did “Lost
Cause” associations serve, and how is this connected to
issues of class and race?

4. How does source 5 depict slaves? Slaveholders? Is this an
accurate account of the history of the South, and how does
this compare to source 47 What do these different interpre-
tations suggest about the legacy of “Redemption”?

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

“Lost Cause” advocates often stated that their work was not
political. To what extent was this true, based on the evidence
here? What do these documents suggest about the influence
of the Lost Cause, and also the limitations and challenges it
faced? What do they tell us about the legacies of Reconstruc-
tion more broadly?
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PART 5

was the long, slow decline of Radical Republican power
and the corresponding rise of Democrats in the South
and nationally. It was obvious that so-called Redeemers
in the South had assumed power through violence.
But many Americans —including prominent classical
liberals who shaped public opinion —believed the
Democrats had overthrown corrupt, illegitimate gov-
ernments; thus the end justified the means. After 1874,
those who deplored the results had little political
traction. The only remaining question was how far
Reconstruction would be rolled back.

The South never went back to the antebellum status
quo. Sharecropping, for all its flaws and injustices, was
not slavery. Freedmen and freedwomen managed to
resist gang labor and work on their own terms. They
also established their right to marry, read and write,
worship as they pleased, and travel in search of a better
life —rights that were not easily revoked. Across the
South, black farmers overcame great odds to buy and
work their own land. African American businessmen
built thriving enterprises. Black churches and commu-
nity groups sustained networks of mutual aid. Parents
sacrificed to send their children to school, and a few
proudly watched their sons and daughters graduate
from college.

Reconstruction had also shaken, if not fully over-
turned, the legal and political framework that had
made the United States a white man’s country. This was
a stunning achievement, and though hostile courts and
political opponents undercut it, no one ever repealed
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments.
They remained in the Constitution, and the civil rights
movement of the twentieth century would return and
build on this framework (Chapter 26).

Still, in the final reckoning, Reconstruction failed.
The majority of freedpeople remained in poverty, and
by the late 1870s their political rights were also erod-
ing. Vocal advocates of smaller government argued
that Reconstruction had been a mistake; pressured by
economic hardship, northern voters abandoned their
southern Unionist allies. One of the enduring legacies
of this process was the way later Americans remem-
bered Reconstruction itself. After “Redemption,” gen-
erations of schoolchildren were taught that ignorant,
lazy blacks and corrupt whites had imposed illegiti-
mate Reconstruction “regimes” on the South. White
southerners won national support for their celebration
of a heroic Confederacy (Thinking Like a Historian,
p. 502).

One of the first historians to challenge these views
was the great African American intellectual W. E. B.
Du Bois. In Black Reconstruction in America (1935),
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Du Bois meticulously documented the history of
African American struggle, white vigilante violence,
and national policy failure. If Reconstruction, he wrote,
“had been conceived as a major national program. ..
whose accomplishment at any price was well worth the
effort, we should be living today in a different world”
His words still ring true, but in 1935 historians ignored
him. Not a single scholarly journal reviewed Du Bois’s
important book. Ex-Confederates had lost the war,
but they won control over the nation’s memory of
Reconstruction.

Meanwhile, though their programs failed in the
South, Republicans carried their nation-building proj-
ect into the West, where their policies helped consoli-
date a continental empire. There, the federal power that
had secured emancipation created the conditions for
the United States to become an industrial power and a
major leader on the world stage.

SUMMARY

Postwar Republicans faced two tasks: restoring rebel-
lious states to the Union and defining the role of eman-
cipated slaves. After Lincoln’s assassination, his succes-
sor, Andrew Johnson, hostile to Congress, unilaterally
offered the South easy terms for reentering the Union.
Exploiting this opportunity, southerners adopted
oppressive Black Codes and put ex-Confederates back
in power. Congress impeached Johnson and, though
failing to convict him, seized the initiative and placed
the South under military rule. In this second, or radi-
cal, phase of Reconstruction, Republican state govern-
ments tried to transform the South’s economic and
social institutions. Congress passed innovative civil
rights acts and funded new agencies like the Freed-
mens Bureau. The Fourteenth Amendment defined
U.S. citizenship and asserted that states could no longer
supersede it, and the Fifteenth Amendment gave vot-
ing rights to formerly enslaved men. Debate over this
amendment precipitated a split among women’s rights
advocates, since women did not win inclusion.

Freedmen found that their goals conflicted with
those of Republican leaders, who counted on cotton to
fuel economic growth. Like southern landowners,
national lawmakers envisioned former slaves as wage-
workers, while freedmen wanted their own land.
Sharecropping, which satisfied no one completely,
emerged as a compromise suited to the needs of the
cotton market and an impoverished, credit-starved
region.




Nothing could reconcile ex-Confederates to Repub-
lican government, and they staged a violent counter-
revolution in the name of white supremacy and
“Rédemption.” Meanwhile, struck by a massive eco-
nomic depression, northern voters handed Republicans
a crushing defeat in the election of 1874. By 1876,
Reconstruction was dead. Rutherford B. Hayes’s narrow
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victory in the presidential election of that year resulted
in withdrawal of the last Union troops from the South.
A series of Supreme Court decisions also undermined
the Fourteenth Amendment and civil rights laws,
setting up legal parameters through which, over the
long term, disenfranchisement and segregation would
flourish.

REVIEW

MAKE IT STICK Go to LearningCurve to retain what you've read.

TERMS TO KNOW

Identify and explain the significance of each term below.

Key Concepts and Events

Key People

Ten Percent Plan (p. 480)
Wade-Davis Bill (p. 480)

Black Codes (p. 481)

Freedmen’s Bureau (p. 481)
Civil Rights Act of 1866 (p. 481)
Four‘teenth Amendment (p. 481)

Reconstruction Act of 1867
(p. 482)

Fifteenth Amendment (p. 485)

American Woman Suffrage
Association (p. 486)

National Woman Suffrage
Association (p. 486)

Minor v. Happersett (p. 486)
sharecropping (p. 491)
Union League (p. 493)

scalawags (p. 493)

carpetbaggers (p. 493)

convict leasing (p. 495)

Civil Rights Act of 1875 (p. 496)

Freedman’s Savings and Trust
Company (p. 497)

classical liberalism (p. 498)

laissez faire (p. 498)

Crédit Mobilier (p. 498)

“Redemption” (p. 498)

Ku Klux Klan (p. 499)

Enforcement Laws (p. 499)

Slaughter-House Cases (p. 500)

U.S. v. Cruikshank (p. 500)

Civil Rights Cases (p. 500)

Andrew Johnson (p. 480)
Charles Sumner (p. 481)
Thaddeus Stevens (p. 482)
Ulysses S. Grant (p. 483)
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (p. 486)
Robert Smalls (p. 493)

Blanche K. Bruce (p. 494)
Nathan Bedford Forrest (p. 498)

REVIEW QUESTIONS Answer these questions to demonstrate your
understanding of the chapter’s main ideas.

1. How did U.S. presidents and Congress seek to rein-
tegrate the Confederacy into the Union? What dif-
ferent approaches did they take, and what were the
results?

2. Compare the goals of Radical Republicans, freed-
people, and ex-Confederates during Reconstruc-
tion. What conflicts ensued from their differing
agendas?

3. Why did Reconstruction falter? To what extent was
its failure the result of events in the South, the
North, and Washington, D.C.?

4. Some of the language historians use to describe

Reconstruction still reflects the point of view of ex-
Confederates, who spoke of “Redemption” What
other names might we use for that process? What
difference (if any) would it make if scholars called it
something else?
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5. THEMATIC UNDERSTANDING Lookagainat
the events listed under “Politics and Power” and
“Identity” on the thematic timeline on page 409.
Some historians have argued that, during this era,
the United States moved, politically and socially,

from being a loose union of states to being a more
unified and inclusive nation. To what extent do you
agree? Use the events of Reconstruction as evidence
in making your case.

MAKING Recognize the larger developments and continuities within
CONNECTIONS and across chapters by answering these questions.

1. ACROSS TIME AND PLACE Ex-Confederates
were not the first Americans to engage in violent
protest against what they saw as tyrannical govern-
ment power. Imagine, for example, a conversation
between a participant in Shays’s Rebellion (Chap-
ter 6) and a southern Democrat who participated
in the overthrow of a Republican government in his
state. How would each describe his grievances?
Who would he name as enemies? Compare and
contrast the tactics of these and other violent pro-
tests against government power in the United
States. To what extent did these groups succeed?

2. VISUAL EVIDENCE Return to the image at
the start of this chapter (p. 479), which shows a cel-
ebration in Baltimore after ratification of the Fif-
teenth Amendment. Note the distinguished African

American heroes depicted at the top and the three
scenes at the bottom. In the complete version of
this popular lithograph, additional images appear
on the left and right: black Union soldiers in battle;
an African American minister preaching at an
independent black church; a teacher and her stu-
dents in a freedpeople’s school; an African Ameri-
can farmer in a wheat field; and a drawing of a
proud black family on their farm with the caption
“We till our own fields” If a freedperson and a for-
mer slave owner had seen this image in 1870, how
might each have responded? Imagine that an
African American family had placed the picture in
their home in 1870. How might they have reflected
differently, twenty years later, on its significance?

MORE TO EXPLORE Start here to learn more about the events discussed in this chapter.

American Social History Project, Freedom’s Unfinished ~ Steven Hahn, A Nation Under Our Feet (2003). Hahn's
Revolution (1996). A wonderful collection of images groundbreaking study of the rural South shows how
and eyewitness accounts. African Americans’ strategies during Reconstruction

Philip Dray, Capitol Men (2008). A readable history of ‘Tlergbvui‘ilz/\(fm qarlier experienedSiduringslayeriand
Reconstruction from the perspective of the first g i

African American congressmen. Brooks D. Simpson, The Reconstruction Presidents
(1998). A lively assessment of presidential politics
from Lincoln through Hayes, full of entertaining
quotations.

Faye E. Dudden, Fighting Chance: The Struggle over
Woman Suffrage and Black Suffrage in Reconstruction
America (2011). A thoughtful exploration of the split
among radical reformers.

Eric Foner, A Short History of Reconstruction (1990).
The best short overview of events in this decade,
combining grassroots and political perspectives.
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TIMELINE  Ask yourself why this chapter begins and ends with these dates

and then identify the links among related events.

CHAPTER REVIEW

» Wade-Davis Bill passed by Congress but killed by Lincoln’s pocket veto

¢ Freedmen’s Bureau established
» Lincoln assassinated; Andrew Johnson succeeds him as president
¢ Johnson implements restoration plan

« Ex-Confederate states pass Black Codes to limit freedpeople’s rights

« Civil Rights Act passes over Johnson’s veto

» Major Republican gains in congressional elections

* Reconstruction Act

¢ Impeachment of Andrew Johnson
e Fourteenth Amendment ratified

* Ulysses S. Grant elected president

* Ku Klux Klan at peak of power
» Congress passes Enforcement Laws to suppress Klan

» Fifteenth Amendment ratified

* Grant reelected; Crédit Mobilier scandal emerges

* Panic of 1873 ushers in severe economic depression

* Sweeping Democratic gains in congressional elections

¢ Whiskey Ring and other scandals undermine Grant administration

e Minor v. Happersett: Supreme Court rules that Fourteenth Amendment does not extend

voting rights to women

 Supreme Court severely curtails Reconstruction in U.S. v. Cruikshank

 Rutherford B. Hayes becomes president

» Reconstruction officially ends

KEY TURNING POINTS: Identify two crucial turning points in the course of Reconstruction.

What caused those shifts in direction, and what were the results?
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The New Union and the World

Integrating the National
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Mining Empires
Cattlemen on the Plains
Homesteaders

The First National Park

A HARVEST OF BLOOD:
NATIVE PEOPLES
DISPOSSESSED

The Civil War and Indians on the
Plains

Grant's Peace Policy
The End of Armed Resistance
Strategies of Survival
Western Myths and Realities
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IDENTIFY THE BIG IDEA
How did U.S. policymakers seek to
stimulate the economy and inte-
grate the trans-Mississippi west into
the nation, and how did this affect
people living there?

n May 10, 1869, Americans
poured into the streets for a giant
party. In big cities, the racket was

incredible. Cannons boomed and train
whistles shrilled. New York fired a hundred-
gun salute at City Hall. Congregations sang
anthems, while the less religious gathered
in saloons to celebrate with whiskey. Philadelphia‘s joyful throngs reminded an observer
of the day, four years earlier, when news had arrived of Lee’s surrender. The festivities
were prompted by a long-awaited telegraph message: executives of the Union Pacific
and Central Pacific railroads had driven a golden spike at Promontory Point, Utah, link-
ing up their lines. Unbroken track now stretched from the Atlantic to the Pacific. A
journey across North America could be made in less than a week.

The first transcontinental railroad meant jobs and money. San Francisco residents
got right to business: after firing a salute, they loaded Japanese tea on a train bound for
St. Louis, marking California’s first overfand delivery to the East. In coming decades,
trade and tourism fueled tremendous growth west of the Mississippi. San Francisco,
which in 1860 had handled $7.4 million in imports, increased that figure to $49 million
over thirty years. The new railroad would, as one speaker predicted in 1869, "populate
our vast territory” and make America “the highway of nations.”

The railroad was also a political triumph. Victorious in the Civil War, Republicans saw
themselves as heirs to the American System envisioned by antebellum Whigs. They
believed government intervention in the economy was the key to nation building. But
unlike Whigs, whose plans had met stiff Democratic opposition, Republicans enjoyed a
decade of unparalleled federal power. They used it vigorously: U.S. government spend-
ing per person, after skyrocketing in the Civil War, remained well above earlier levels.
Republicans believed that national economic integration was the best guarantor of last-
ing peace. As a New York minister declared, the federally supported transcontinental
railroad would “preserve the Union.”

The minister was wrong on one point. He claimed the railroad was a peaceful
achievement, in contrast to military battles that had brought “devastation, misery, and
woe.” In fact, creating a continental empire caused plenty of woe. Regions west of the
Mississippi could only be incorporated if the United States subdued native peoples and
established favorable conditions for international investors—often at great domestic
cost. And while conquering the West helped make the United States into an industrial
power, it also deepened America’s rivalry with European empires and created new pat-
terns of exploitation.
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The Great West In the wake of the Civil War, Americans looked westward. Republicans imple-
mented an array of policies to foster economic development in the “Great West.” Ranchers, farmers,
and lumbermen cast hungry eyes on the remalnlng lands held by Native Americans. Steamboats and
railroads, both visible in the background of this image, became celebrated as symbols of the expanding
reach of U.S. economic might. This 1881 promotional poster illustrates the bountiful natural resources to

be found out west, as well as the land available for ranching, farming, and commerce. The men in the
lower left corner are surveying land for sale. Library of Cangress,
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EXPLAIN
CONSEQUENCES

In what ways did Repub-
licans use federal power
on the world stage, and
in what ways did they
continue policies from the
pre—Civil War era?

PART 5

The Republican Vision

Reshaping the former Confederacy was only part of
Republicans’ plan for a reconstructed nation. They
remembered the era after Andrew Jackson’s destruc-
tion of the Second National Bank as one of economic
chaos, when the United States had become vulnerable
to international creditors and market fluctuations.
Land speculation on the frontier had provoked extreme
cycles of boom and bust. Failure to fund a transconti-
nental railroad had left different regions of the country
disconnected. This, Republicans believed, had helped
trigger the Civil War, and they were determined to set
a new direction.

Even while the war raged, Congress made vigorous
use of federal power, launching the transcontinental rail
project and a new national banking system. Congress
also raised the protective tariff on
a range of manufactured goods,
from textiles to steel, and on some
agricultural products, like wool
and sugar. At federal custom-
houses in each port, foreign man-
ufacturers who brought merchan-
dise into the United States had
to pay import fees. These tariff
revenues gave U.S. manufactur-

* ers, who did not pay the fees, a competitive advantage

in America’s vast domestic market.

The economic depression that began in 1873 set
limits on Republicans’ economic ambitions, just as it
hindered their Reconstruction plans in the South. But
their policies continued to shape the economy. Though
some historians argue that the late nineteenth century
was an era of laissez faire or unrestrained capitalism,
in which government sat passively by, the industrial
United States was actually the product of a massive
public-private partnership in which government played
critical roles.

The New Union and the World

The United States emerged from the Civil War with
new leverage in its negotiation with European coun-
tries, especially Great Britain, whose navy dominated
the seas. Britain, which had allowed Confederate raid-
ing ships such as CSS Alabama to be built in its ship-
yards, submitted afterward to arbitration and paid the
United States $15.5 million in damages. Flush with
victory, many Americans expected more British and
Spanish territories to drop into the Union’s lap. Senator
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Charles Sumner proposed, in fact, that Britain settle
the Alabama claims by handing over Canada.

Such dreams were a logical extension of pre-Civil
War conquests, especially in the Mexican War. With
the coasts now linked by rail, merchants and manufac-
turers looked across the Pacific, hungry for trade with
Asia. Americans had already established a dominant
presence in Hawaii, where U.S. whalers and merchant
ships stopped for food and repairs. With the advent of
steam-powered vessels, both the U.S. Navy and private
shippers wanted more refueling points in the Caribbean
and Pacific.

Even before the Civil War, these commercial aims
had prompted the U.S. government to force Japan to
open trade. For centuries, since unpleasant encounters
with Portuguese traders in the 1600s, Japanese leaders
had adhered to a policy of strict isolation. Americans,
who wanted coal stations in Japan, argued that trade
would extend what one missionary called “commerce,
knowledge, and Christianity, with their multiplied
blessings” Whether or not Japan wanted these bless-
ings was irrelevant. In 1854, Commodore Matthew
Perry succeeded in getting Japanese officials to sign the
Treaty of Kanagawa, allowing U.S. ships to refuel at
two ports. By 1858, America and Japan had com-
menced trade, and a U.S. consul took up residence in
Japan's capital, Edo (now known as Tokyo).

Union victory also increased U.S. economic influ-
ence in Latin America. While the United States was
preoccupied with its internal war, France had deposed
Mexico’s government and installed an emperor. On
May 5, 1867, Mexico overthrew the French invaders
and executed Emperor Maximilian. But while Mex-
ico regained independence, it lay open to the eco-
nomic designs of its increasingly powerful northern
neighbor.

A new model emerged for asserting U.S. power in
Latin America and Asia: not by direct conquest, but
through trade. The architect of this vision was William
Seward, secretary of state from 1861 to 1869 under
presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson.
A New Yorker of grand ambition and ego, Seward
believed, like many contemporaries, that Asia would
become “the chief theatre of [world] events” and that
commerce there was key to America’s prosperity. He
urged the Senate to purchase sites in both the Pacific and
the Caribbean for naval bases and refueling stations.
When Japan changed policy and tried to close its ports
to foreigners, Seward dispatched U.S. naval vessels to
join those of Britain, France, and the Netherlands in
reopening trade by force. At the same time, Seward
urged annexation of Hawaii. He also predicted that the
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An American Merchant Ship in Yokohama Harbor, 1861

After the United States forcibly “opened” Japan to foreign trade in 1854, American and European ships and
visitors became a familiar sight in the port of Yokohama. In these 1861 prints—two panels of a five-panel
series—artist Hashimoto Sadahide meticulously details activity in Yokohama Harbor. On the left, goods are
carried onto an American merchant ship; on the right, two women dressed in Western style watch the arrival
of ancther boat. In the background, a steamship flies the Dutch flag; a rowboat heading to or from another

(unseen) ship carries the flag of France. Library of Congress.

United States would one day claim the Philippines and
build a Panama canal.

Seward’s short-term achievements were modest.
Exhausted by civil war, Americans had little enthusiasm
for further military exploits. Seward achieved only two
significant victories. In 1868, he secured congressional
approval for the Burlingame Treaty with China, which
guaranteed the rights of U.S. missionaries in China and
set official terms for the emigration of Chinese laborers,
some of whom were already clearing farmland and
building railroads in the West. That same year, Seward
negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia. After
the Senate approved the deal, Seward waxed poetic:

Our nation with united interests blest

Not now content to poise, shall sway the rest;
Abroad our empire shall no limits know,

But like the sea in endless circles flow.

Many Americans scoffed at the purchase of Alaska, a
frigid arctic tract that skeptics nicknamed “Seward’s
Icebox.” But the secretary of state mapped out a path

his Republican successors would follow thirty years
later in an aggressive bid for global power.

Integrating the National Economy

Closer to home, Republicans focused on transporta-
tion infrastructure. Railroad development in the United
States began well before the Civil War, with the first
locomotives arriving from Britain in the early 1830s.
Unlike canals or roads, railroads offered the promise
of year-round, all-weather service. Locomotives could
run in the dark and never needed to rest, except to take
on coal and water. Steam engines crossed high moun-
tains and rocky gorges where pack animals could find
no fodder and canals could never reach. West of the
Mississippi, railroads opened vast regions for farming,
trade, and tourism. A transcontinental railroad execu-
tive was only half-joking when he said, “The West is
purely a railroad enterprise”

Governments could choose to build and operate
railroads themselves or promote construction by
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private companies. Unlike most European countries,
the United States chose the private approach. The fed-
eral government, however, provided essential loans,
subsidies, and grants of public land. States and locali-
ties also lured railroads with offers of financial aid,
mainly by buying railroad bonds. Without this aid, rail
networks would have grown much more slowly and
would probably have concentrated in urban regions.
With it, railroads enjoyed an enormous—and reck-
less — boom. By 1900, virtually no corner of the coun-
try lacked rail service (Map 16.1). At the same time,
US. railroads built across the border into Mexico
(America Compared, p. 514).

Railroad companies transformed American capi-
talism. They adopted a legal form of organization, the
corporation, that enabled them to raise private capital
in prodigious amounts. In earlier decades, state legisla-
tures had chartered corporations for specific public
purposes, binding these creations to government goals
and oversight. But over the course of the nineteenth

Building the Central Pacific
Railroad

In 1865, Chinese workers had labored

to build the 1,100-foot-long, 90-foot-
high trestle over the divide between the
American and Bear rivers at Secret Town
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. In 1877,
the Chinese workers shown in this photo-
graph by Carleton Watkins were again at
work on the site, burying the trestle to
avoid replacement of the aging timbers,
which had become a fire hazard. University
of California at Berkeley, Bancroft Library.

century, legislatures gradually began to allow any busi-
ness to become a corporation by simply applying for a
state charter. Among the first corporations to become
large interstate enterprises, private railroads were much
freer than earlier companies to do as they pleased.
After the Civil War, they received lavish public aid with
few strings attached. Their position was like that of
American banks in late 2008 after the big federal bail-
out: even critics acknowledged that public aid to these
giant companies was good for the economy, but they
observed that it also lent government support to fabu-
lous accumulations of private wealth.

Tariffs and Economic Growth  Along with the trans-
formative power of railroads, Republicans’ protective
tariffs helped build other U.S. industries, including tex-
tiles and steel in the Northeast and Midwest and, through
tariffs on imported sugar and wool, sugar beet farming
and sheep ranching in the West. Tariffs also funded
government itself. In an era when the United States did
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MAP 16.1
Expansion of the Railroad System, 1870-1890

In 1860, the nation had 30,000 miles of rail track; by 1890, it had 167,000 miles. The tremendous
burst of construction during the last twenty years of that period essentially completed the nation’s
rail network, although there would be additional expansion for the next two decades. The main
areas of growth were in the South and in lands west of the Mississippi. Time zones—introduced
by the railroad companies in 1883 —are marked by the gray lines.
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not levy income taxes, tariffs provided the bulk of trea-
sury revenue. The Civil War had left the Union with a
staggering debt of $2.8 billion. Tariff income erased
that debt and by the 1880s generated huge budget sur-
pluses—a circumstance hard to imagine today.

As Reconstruction faltered, tariffs came under
political fire. Democrats argued that tariffs taxed
American consumers by denying them access to low-
cost imported goods and forcing them to pay subsidies
to U.S. manufacturers. Republicans claimed, conversely,
that tariffs benefitted workers because they created
jobs, blocked low-wage foreign competition, and safe-
guarded America from the kind of industrial poverty
that had arisen in Europe. According to this argument,
tariffs helped American men earn enough to support
their families; wives could devote themselves to home-
making, and children could go to school, not the

factory. For protectionist Republicans, high tariffs were
akin to the abolition of slavery: they protected and
uplifted the most vulnerable workers.

In these fierce debates, both sides were partly right.
Protective tariffs did play a powerful role in economic
growth. They helped transform the United States into a
global industrial power. Eventually, though, even pro-
tectionist Republicans had to admit that Democrats
had a point: tariffs had not prevented industrial pov-
erty in the United States. Corporations accumulated
massive benefits from tariffs but failed to pass them
along to workers, who often toiled long hours for low
wages. Furthermore, tariffs helped foster trusts, corpo-
rations that dominated whole sectors of the economy
and wielded near-monopoly power. The rise of large
private corporations and trusts generated enduring
political problems.
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This map, based on an 1885 traveler’s guide published by the Atchison, Topeka,
and Santa Fe Railroad, includes the company’s U.S. lines and also those of its
Mexican Central Railroad, an ATSF subsidiary that crossed the border and termi-
nated at Guaymas and Mexico City, Mexico. The dots represent the many stops
that the trains made along the routes between major cities. Most Mexican rail-
roads in this era were built and operated by U.S. companies. As you analyze this
map, consider how residents of the two countries may have experienced the
railroad’s arrival in different ways.

The Santa Fe Railroad
in Mexico and the
United States

MAP 16.2
The Santa Fe Railroad System, 1885

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. In what directions could passen-
gers and freight travel on ATSF
lines in each country? What does
this suggest about the objec-

f ) " tives of railroad companies like

San CWViBEl N | ? ' this one?

4y é 2. Based on this evidence, how might
Mexicans have experienced the
arrival of railroads differently from
residents of the western United
States?
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The Role of Courts While fostering growth, most
historians agree, Republicans did not give government
enough regulatory power over the new corporations.
State legislatures did pass hundreds of regulatory laws
after the Civil War, but interstate companies challenged
them in federal courts. In Munn v. lllinois (1877), the
Supreme Court affirmed that states could regulate key
businesses, such as railroads and grain elevators, that
were “clothed in the public interest.” However, the justices

feared that too many state and local regulations would
impede business and fragment the national marketplace.
Starting in the 1870s, they interpreted the “due process”
clause of the new Fourteenth Amendment —which dic-
tated that no state could “deprive any person of life, lib-
erty, or property, without due process of law” — as shield-
ing corporations from excessive regulation. Ironically,
the Court refused to use the same amendment to pro-
tect the rights of African Americans.




In the Southwest as well, federal courts promoted
economic development at the expense of racial justice.
Though the United States had taken control of New
Mexico and Arizona after the Mexican War, much
land remained afterward in the hands of Mexican farm-
ers and ranchers. Many lived as pednes, under long-
standing agreements with landowners who held large
tracts originally granted by the Spanish crown. The
post-Civil War years brought railroads and an influx of
land-hungry Anglos. New Mexico's governor reported
indignantly that Mexican shepherds were often “asked”
to leave their ranges “by a cowboy or cattle herder with a
brace of pistols at his belt and a Winchester in his hands””

Existing land claims were so complex that Congress
eventually set up a special court to rule on land titles.
Between 1891 and 1904, the court invalidated most
traditional claims, including those of many New
Mexico ejidos, or villages owned collectively by their
communities. Mexican Americans lost about 64 per-
cent of the contested lands. In addition, much land was
sold or appropriated through legal machinations like
those of a notorious cabal of politicians and lawyers
known as the Santa Fe Ring. The result was displace-
ment of thousands of Mexican American villagers and
farmers. Some found work as railroad builders or mine
workers; others, moving into the sparse high country
of the Sierras and Rockies where cattle could not sur-
vive, developed sheep raising into a major enterprise.

Silver and Gold  In an era of nation building, U.S. and
European policymakers sought new ways to rationalize
markets. Industrializing nations, for example, tried to
develop an international system of standard measure-
ments and even a unified currency. Though these pro-
posals failed as each nation succumbed to self-interest,
governments did increasingly agree that, for “scientific’
reasons, money should be based on gold, which was
thought to have an intrinsic worth above other metals.
Great Britain had long held to the gold standard,
meaning that paper notes from the Bank of England
could be backed by gold held in the bank’s vaults. Dur-
ing the 1870s and 1880s, the United States, Germany,
France, and other countries also converted to gold.
Beforehand, these nations had been on a bimetallic
standard: they issued both gold and silver coins, with
respective weights fixed at a relative value. The United
States switched to the gold standard in part because
treasury officials and financiers were watching devel-
opments out west. Geologists accurately predicted the
discovery of immense silver deposits, such as Nevada’s
Comstock Lode, without comparable new gold strikes.
A massive influx of silver would clearly upset the long-
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standing ratio. Thus, with a law
that became infamous to later
critics as the “Crime of 1873
Congress chose gold. It directed
the U.S. Treasury to cease minting
silver dollars and, over a six-
year period, retire Civil War—era
greenbacks (paper dollars) and replace them with
notes from an expanded system of national banks.
After this process was complete in 1879, the treasury
exchanged these notes for gold on request. (Advocates
of bimetallism did achieve one small victory: the
Bland-Allison Act of 1878 required the U.S. Mint to
coin a modest amount of silver.)

By adopting the gold standard, Republican policy-
makers sharply limited the nation’s money supply, to
the level of available gold. The amount of money circu-
lating in the United States had been $30.35 per person
in 1865; by 1880, it fell to only $19.36 per person.
Today, few economists would sanction such a plan,
especially for an economy growing at breakneck speed.
They would recommend, instead, increasing money
supplies to keep pace with development. But at the
time, policymakers remembered rampant antebellum
speculation and the hardships of inflation during the
Civil War. The United States, as a developing country,
also needed to attract investment capital from Britain,
Belgium, and other European nations that were on the
gold standard. Making it easy to exchange U.S. bonds
and currency for gold encouraged European investors
to send their money to the United States.

Republican policies fostered exuberant growth and a
breathtakingly rapid integration of the economy. Rail-
roads and telegraphs tied the nation together. U.S. manu-
facturers amassed staggering amounts of capital and built
corporations of national and even global scope. With its
immense, integrated marketplace of workers, consumers,
raw materials, and finished products, the United States
was poised to become a mighty industrial power.

their results?

Incorporating the West

Republicans wanted farms as well as factories. As early
as 1860, popular lyrics hailed the advent of “Uncle
Sam’s Farm™

A welcome, warm and hearty, do we give the sons of toil,

To come west and settle and labor on Free Soil;

We've room enough and land enough, they needn't feel
alarmed —

Oh! Come to the land of Freedom and vote yourself
a farm.

IDENTIFY CAUSES
What federal policies
contributed to the rise
of America’s industrial
economy, and what were
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The Homestead Act (1862) gave 160 acres of federal
land to any applicant who occupied and improved the
property. Republicans hoped the bill would help build
up the interior West, which was inhabited by Indian
peoples but remained “‘empty” on U.S. government
survey maps.

Implementing this plan required innovative poli-
cies. The same year it passed the Homestead Act,
Congress also created the federal Department of Agri-
culture and, through the Morrill Act, set aside 140 mil-
lion federal acres that states could sell to raise money
for public universities. The goal of these land-grant col-
leges was to broaden educational opportunities and
foster technical and scientific expertise. After the Civil
War, Congress also funded a series of geological sur-
veys, dispatching US. Army officers, scientists, and
photographers to chart unknown western terrain and
catalog resources.

To a large extent, these policies succeeded in incor-
porating lands west of the Mississippi. The United
States began to exploit its western empire for minerals,

Hydraulic Mining
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lumber, and other raw materials. But for ordinary
Americans who went west, dreams often outran reality.
Well-financed corporations, not individual prospec-
tors, reaped most of the profits from western mines,
while the Great Plains environment proved resistant to
ranching and farming.

Mining Empires
In the late 1850s, as easy pickings in the California gold
rush diminished, prospectors scattered in hopes of
finding riches elsewhere. They found gold at many
sites, including Nevada, the Colorado Rockies, and
South Dakota’s Black Hills (Map 16.3). As news of each
strike spread, remote areas turned overnight into mob
scenes of prospectors, traders, prostitutes, and saloon
keepers. At community meetings, white prospectors
made their own laws, often using them as an instru-
ment for excluding Mexicans, Chinese, and blacks.
The silver from Nevada’s Comstock Lode, discov-
ered in 1859, built the boomtown of Virginia City,

When surface veins of gold played out, miners turned to hydraulic mining, the modern form of which was
invented in California in 1853. The technology was simple, using high-pressure streams of water to wash
away hillsides of gold-bearing soil. Although building the reservoirs, piping systems, and sluices cost money,
the profits from hydraulic mining helped transform western mining into big business. But, as this daguerreo-
type suggests, the large scale on which hydraulic mining was done wreaked large-scale havoc on the

environment. Collection of Matthew Isenburg
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Mining Frontiers, 1848-1890

The Far West was America’s gold country because of its
geological history. Veins of gold and silver form when
molten material from the earth’s core is forced up into
fissures caused by the tectonic movements that create
mountain ranges, such as the ones that dominate the
far western landscape. It was these veins, the product
of mountain-forming activity many thousands of years
earlier, that prospectors began to discover after 1848
and furiously exploit. Although widely dispersed across
the Far West, the lodes that they found followed the
mountain ranges bisecting the region and bypassing the
great plateaus not shaped by the ancient tectonic activity.

which soon acquired fancy hotels, a Shakespearean
theater, and even its own stock exchange. In 1870, a
hundred saloons operated in Virginia City, brothels
lined D Street, and men outnumbered women 2 to 1. In
the 1880s, however, as the Comstock Lode played out,
Virginia City suffered the fate of many mining camps:
it became a ghost town. What remained was a ravaged
landscape with mountains of debris, poisoned water
sources, and surrounding lands stripped of timber.

In hopes of encouraging development of western
resources, Congress passed the General Mining Act of
1872, which allowed those who discovered minerals on
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federally owned land to work the claim and keep all
the proceeds. (The law — including the $5-per-acre fee
for filing a claim — remains in force today.) Americans
idealized the notion of the lone, hardy mining prospec-
tor with his pan and his mule, but digging into deep
veins of underground ore required big money. Con-
sortiums of powerful investors, bringing engineers
and advanced equipment, generally extracted the most
wealth. This was the case for the New York trading firm
Phelps Dodge, which invested in massive copper mines
and smelting operations on both sides of the U.S.-
Mexico border. The mines created jobs in new towns
like Bisbee and Morenci, Arizona—but with danger-
ous conditions and low pay, especially for those who
received the segregated “Mexican wage” Anglos, testi-
fied one Mexican mine worker, “occupied decorous
residences . . . and had large amounts of money;” while
“the Mexican population and its economic condition
offered a pathetic contrast” He protested this affront to
“the most elemental principles of justice”

The rise of western mining created an insatiable
market for timber and produce from the Pacific North-
west (Map 16.4). Seattle and Portland grew rapidly as
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MAP 16.4
Settlement of the Pacific Slope, 1860-1890

In 1860, the economic development of the Pacific slope
was remarkably uneven—fully under way in northern
California and scarcely begun anywhere else. By 1890,
a new pattern had begun to emerge, with the swift
growth of southern California foreshadowed and the
Pacific Northwest incorporated into the regional and
national economy.
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supply centers, especially during the great gold rushes
of California (after 1849) and the Klondike in Canada’s
Yukon Territory (after 1897). Residents of Tacoma,
Washington, claimed theirs was the “City of Destiny”
when it became the Pacific terminus for the Northern
Pacific, the nation’s third transcontinental railroad, in
1887. But rival businessmen in Seattle succeeded in
promoting their city as the gateway to Alaska and the
Klondike. Seattle, a town with 1,000 residents in 1870,
grew over the next forty years to a population of a quar-
ter million.

Cattlemen on the Plains

While boomtowns arose across the West, hunters
began transforming the plains. As late as the Civil War
years, great herds of bison still roamed this region. But

Cowboys, Real and Mythic

As early as the 1860s, popular dime novels such as this one
(right) celebrated the alleged ruggedness, individual free-
doms, and gun-slinging capabilities of western cowboys.
(Note that this 1888 story, like most dime novels, was pub-
lished in New York.) Generations of young Americans grew
up on stories of frontier valor and “Cowboys versus Indians.”
In fact, cowboys like the ones depicted in the photograph
were really wageworkers on horseback. An ethnically diverse
group, including many blacks and Hispanics, they earned per-
haps $25 a month, plus meals and a bed in the bunkhouse, in
return for long hours of grueling, lonesome work. Library of
Congress; Denver Public Library/Bridgeman Art Library
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overhunting and the introduction of European animal
afflictions, like the bacterial disease brucellosis, were
already decimating the herds. In the 1870s, hide hunt-
ers finished them off so thoroughly that at one point
fewer than two hundred bison remained in U.S. terri-
tory. Hunters hidden downwind, under the right con-
ditions, could kill four dozen at a time without moving
from the spot. They took hides but left the meat to rot,
an act of vast wastefulness that shocked native peoples.

Removal of the bison opened opportunities for
cattle ranchers. South Texas provided an early model
for their ambitious plans. By the end of the Civil War,
about five million head of longhorn cattle grazed on
Anglo ranches there. In 1865, the Missouri Pacific
Railroad reached Sedalia, Missouri, far enough west to
be accessible as Texas reentered the Union. A longhorn
worth $3 in Texas might command $40 at Sedalia.

—
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Advertisement for Silver Pine
Healing Oil, c. 1880s

Conquest of the Great Plains was

made possible in part by the invention
of barbed wire, which could cheaply
enclose wide areas, even where trees
and wood were scarce. Inventor Joseph
Glidden received a patent in 1874 for
the most familiar form of barbed wire.
His wire proved durable, and Glidden
invented machinery to mass-produce
it—while his business associates skill-
fully promoted the product to farmers
in the West. By 1880, Glidden’s com-
pany sold 80 million pounds of barbed
wire a year. This image shows, however,
that the new "thorny fence” also had a
downside. Other businessmen profited
by healing the injuries that barbed wire
caused to valuable animals. Picture
Research Consultants & Archives

With this incentive, ranchers inaugurated the Long
Drive, hiring cowboys to herd cattle hundreds of miles
north to the new rail lines, which soon extended into
Kansas. At Abilene and Dodge City, Kansas, ranchers
sold their longhorns and trail-weary cowboys crowded
into saloons. These cow towns captured the nation’s
imagination as symbols of the Wild West, but the real-
ity was much less exciting. Cowboys, many of them
African Americans and Latinos, were really farm-
hands on horseback who worked long, harsh hours for
low pay.

North of Texas, public grazing lands drew investors
and adventurers eager for a taste of the West. By the
early 1880s, as many as 7.5 million cattle were over-
grazing the plains’ native grasses. A cycle of good
weather postponed disaster, which arrived in 1886:
record blizzards and bitter cold. An awful scene of rot-
ting carcasses greeted cowboys as they rode onto the
range that spring. Further hit by a severe drought the
following summer, the cattle boom collapsed.

Thanks to new strategies, however, cattle ranching
survived and became part of the integrated national
economy. As railroads reached Texas and ranchers
there abandoned the Long Drive, the invention of
barbed wire — which enabled ranchers and farmers to
fence large areas cheaply and easily on the plains, where
wood was scarce and expensive —made it easier for
northern cattlemen to fence small areas and feed ani-
mals on hay. Stockyards appeared beside the rapidly
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extending railroad tracks, and trains took these gath-
ered cattle to giant slaughterhouses in cities like Chi-
cago, which turned them into cheap beef for customers
back east.

Homesteaders

Republicans envisioned the Great Plains dotted with
small farms, but farmers had to be persuaded that
crops would grow there. Powerful interests worked
hard to overcome the popular idea that the grassland
was the Great American Desert. Railroads, eager to sell
land the government had granted them, advertised
aggressively. Land speculators, transatlantic steamship
lines, and western states and territories joined the
campaign.

Newcomers found the soil beneath the native prai-
rie grasses deep and fertile. Steel plows enabled them to
break through the tough roots, while barbed wire pro-
vided cheap, effective fencing against roaming cattle.
European immigrants brought strains of hard-kernel
wheat that tolerated the extreme temperatures of the
plains. As if to confirm promoters’ optimism, a wet
cycle occurred between 1878 and 1886, increasing
rainfall in the arid regions east of the Rockies.
Americans decided that “rain follows the plow":
settlement was increasing rainfall. Some attributed the
rain to soil cultivation and tree planting, while others
credited God. One Harvard professor proposed that
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steel railroad tracks attracted moisture. Such optimists
would soon learn their mistake.

The motivation for most settlers, American or
immigrant, was to better themselves economically.
Union veterans, who received favorable terms in stak-
ing homestead claims, played a major role in settling
Kansas and other plains states. When severe depres-
sion hit northern Europe in the 1870s, Norwegians and
Swedes joined German emigrants in large numbers. At
the peak of “American fever” in 1882, more than
105,000 Scandinavians left for the United States.
Swedish and Norwegian became the primary lan-
guages in parts of Minnesota and the Dakotas.

For some African Americans, the plains repre-
sented a promised land of freedom. In 1879, a group of
black communities left Mississippi and Louisiana in a
quest to escape poverty and white violence. Some 6,000
blacks departed together, most carrying little but the
clothes on their backs and faith in God. They called
themselves Exodusters, participants in a great exodus
to Kansas. The 1880 census reported 40,000 blacks
there, by far the largest African American concentra-
tion in the West aside from Texas, where the expanding
cotton frontier attracted hundreds of thousands of
black migrants.

For newcomers, taming the plains differed from
pioneering in antebellum Iowa or Oregon. Dealers sold
big new machines to help with plowing and harvesting.

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

Family on the L. W. Hall Farm,
Buffalo County, Nebraska,
1903

This family has moved from their
original sod house into a new
frame house. Perhaps they asked
the photographer to include in his
image the windmill, a key to their
prosperity. Other photographs on
this property, some taken in 1907,
show thriving young trees and a
woman proudly posed with her
new hand-cranked washing
machine. How might this family
have responded to the argument,
made in this textbook chapter and
by some critics at the time, that
farming was a failure on the arid
Great Plains? What different story
might they tell about their hard-
ships and successes? Nebraska State
Historical Society.

Western wheat traveled by rail to giant grain elevators
and traded immediately on world markets. Hoping
frontier land values would appreciate rapidly, many
farmers planned to profit from selling acres as much as
(or more than) from their crops. In boom times, many
rushed into debt to acquire more land and better equip-
ment. ‘All these enthusiasms—for cash crops, land
speculation, borrowed money, and new technology —
bore witness to the conviction that farming was, as one
agricultural journal remarked, a business “like all other
business.”

Women in the West  Early miners, lumbermen, and
cowboys were overwhelmingly male, but homestead-
ing was a family affair. The success of a farm depended
on the work of wives and children who tended the gar-
den and animals, preserved food, and helped out at
harvest time. Some women struck out on their own: a
study of North Dakota found between 5 and 20 percent
of homestead claims filed by single women, often
working land adjacent to that of sisters, brothers, and
parents. Family members thus supported one another
in the difficult work of farming, while easing the lone-
liness many newcomers felt. Looking back with pride
on her homesteading days, one Dakota woman said
simply, “It was a place to stay and it was mine””

While promoting farms in the West, Republicans
clashed with the distinctive religious group that had




already settled Utah: Mormons, or members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS).
After suffering persecution in Missouri and Illinois,
Mormons had moved west to Utah in the 1840s,
attracting many working-class converts from England
as well. Most Americans at the time were deeply hostile
to Mormonism, especially the LDS practice of plural
marriage —sanctioned by church founder Joseph
Smith — through which some Mormon men married
more than one wife.

Mormons had their own complex view of women’s
role, illustrated by the career of Mormon leader
Emmeline Wells. Born in New Hampshire, Emmeline
converted to Mormonism at age thirteen along with
her mother and joined the exodus to Utah in 1848.
After her first husband abandoned her when he left the
church, Emmeline became the seventh wife of church
elder Daniel Wells. In 1870, due in part to organized
pressure from Wells and other Mormon women, the
Utah legislature granted full voting rights to women,
becoming the second U.S. territory to do so (after
Wyoming, in 1869). The measure increased LDS con-
trol, since most Utah women were Mormons, while
non-Mormons in mining camps were predominantly
male. It also recognized the central role of women in
Mormon life.

Amid the constitutional debates of Reconstruction,
polygamy and women’s voting rights became inter-
twined issues (American Voices, p. 522). Encouraged
by other plural wives, Emmeline Wells began in 1877
to write for a Salt Lake City newspaper, the Woman’
Exponent. She served as editor for forty years and led
local women’s rights groups. At first, Utah’s legislature
blocked Wells’s candidacy in a local election, based on
her sex. But when Utah won statehood in 1896, Wells
had the pleasure of watching several women win seats
in the new legislature, including Dr. Martha Hughes
Cannon, a physician and Mormon plural wife who
became the first American woman to serve in a state
senate. Like their counterparts in other western states,
Utalh's women experienced a combination of severe
frontier hardships and striking new opportunities.

Environmental Challenges Homesteaders faced a
host of challenges, particularly the natural environ-
ment of the Great Plains. Clouds of grasshoppers could
descend and destroy a crop in a day; a prairie fire or
hailstorm could do the job in an hour. In spring, home-
steaders faced sudden, terrifying tornados, while their
winter experiences in the 1870s added the word bliz-
zard to America’s vocabulary. On the plains, also, water
and lumber were hard to find. Newly arrived families
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often cut dugouts into hillsides
and then, after a season or two,
erected houses made of turf cut
from the ground.

Over the long term, home-
steaders discovered that the west-
ern grasslands did not receive
enough rain to grow wheat and
other grains. As the cycle of rainfall shifted from wet to
dry, farmers as well as ranchers suffered. “A wind hot as
an oven’s fury . . . raged like a pestilence,” reported one
Nebraskan, leaving “farmers helpless, with no weapon
against this terrible and inscrutable wrath of nature”
By the late 1880s, some recently settled lands emptied
as homesteaders fled in defeat—50,000 from the
Dakotas alone. It became obvious that farming in the
arid West required methods other than those used east
of the Mississippi.

Clearly, 160-acre homesteads were the wrong size
for the West: farmers needed either small irrigated
plots or immense tracts for dry farming, which
involved deep planting to bring subsoil moisture to the
roots and quick harrowing after rainfalls to slow evap-
oration. Dry farming developed most fully on huge
corporate farms in the Red River Valley of North
Dakota. But even family farms, the norm elsewhere,
could not survive on less than 300 acres of grain. Crop
prices were too low, and the climate too unpredictable,
to allow farmers to get by on less.

In this struggle, settlers regarded themselves as
nature’s conquerors, striving, as one pioneer remarked,
“to get the land subdued and the wilde nature out of it
Much about its “wilde nature” was hidden to the new-
comers. They did not know that destroying biodiver-
sity, which was what farming the plains really meant,
opened pathways for exotic, destructive pests and
weeds, and that removing native grasses left the soil
vulnerable to erosion. By the turn of the twentieth cen-
tury, about half the nation’ cattle and sheep, one-third
of its cereal crops, and nearly three-fifths of its wheat
came from the Great Plains. But in the drier parts of
the region, it was not a sustainable achievement. This
renowned breadbasket was later revealed to be, in the
words of one historian, “the largest, longest-run agri-
cultural and environmental miscalculation in Ameri-
can history”

John Wesley Powell, a one-armed Union veteran,
predicted the catastrophe from an early date. Powell,
employed by the new US. Geological Survey, led a
famous expedition in the West in which his team navi-
gated the rapids of the Colorado River through the
Grand Canyon in wooden boats. In his Report on the
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Compare the development
of mining, ranching, and
farming in the West. How
did their environmental
consequences differ?
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In 1870, Utah's territorial legislature granted voting rights to women. The deci-
sion was a shock to advocates of women's suffrage in the East: they expected
their first big victories would come in New England. Furthermore, Utah was
overwhelmingly peopled by Mormons—members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (LDS). Critics saw Mormonism as a harshly patriarchal reli-
gion. They especially loathed the Mormon practice of “plural marriage,” in
which some Mormon men took more than one wife. Most easterners thought
this practice was barbaric and demeaning to women. Over the next two decades,
Republicans pressured Mormons to abolish plural marriage. They also disenfran-
chised Mormon women and required men to take an anti-polygamy oath; Con-
gress refused to admit Utah as a state. Only after 1890, when the LDS church
officially abolished plural marriage, was Utah statehood possible. In 1896, when
Utah became a state, women's voting rights were finally reinstated.

Women'’s Rights
in the West

Fanny Stenhouse

Exposé of Polygamy: A Lady’s Life Among
the Mormons (1872)

An Englishwoman who converted to the faith and moved
to Utah, Stenhouse became disillusioned and published
her book to criticize the practice of Mormon polygamy.

Whatever, in the providence of God, may be the
action of Congress toward Utah, if the word of a feeble
woman can be listened to, let me respectfully ask the
Honorable Senators and Representatives of the United
States that, in the abolition of Polygamy, if such should
be the decree of the nation, let no compromise be made
where subtlety can bind the woman now living in Polyg-

How little do the Mormon men of Utah know what it is, amy to remain in that condition.

in the truest sense, to have a wife, though they have so
many “wives,” after their own fashion. Almost impercep-
tibly to the husband, and even the wife herself, a barrier
rises between them the very day that he marries another
woman. It matters not how much she believes in the doc-
trine of plural marriages, or how willing she may be to
submit to it; the fact remains the same. The estrangement
begins by her trying to hide from him all secret sorrow;
for she feels that what has been can not be undone now,
and she says, “I cannot change it; neither would I if I
could, because it is the will of God, and I must bear it;
besides, what good will it do to worry my husband with
all my feelings?”

. A man may have a dozen wives; but from the
whole of them combined he will not receive as much
real love and devotion as he might from one alone, if
he had made her feel that she had his undivided affec-
tion and confidence. How terribly these men deceive
themselves! When peace, or rather quiet, reigns in their
homes, they think that the spirit of God is there. But it is
not so! It is a calm, not like the gentle silence of sleep, but
as the horrible stillness of death — the death of the heart’s

Source: Exposé of Polygamy: A Lady's Life Antong the Mormions, ed. Linda Wilcox
DeSimone (Logan: Utah State University Press, 2008), 72-73, 155.

Eliza Snow, Harriet Cook Young, Phoebe Woodruff
A Defense of Plural Marriage

The vast majority of Mormon women defended their faith
and the practice of plural marriage. The statements by
Eliza Snow, Harriet Cook Young, and Phoebe Woodruff,
below, were made at a public protest meeting in Salt Lake
City in 1870. LDS women pointed proudly to their new suf-
frage rights as proof of their religion’s just treatment of
women. Why did Mormons, who dominated the Utah leg-
islature, give women full voting rights? In part, they
sought to protect their church by increasing Mormon vot-
ing power: most of the non-Mormons were single men
who worked on ranches or in mining camps. But the LDS
Church also celebrated women’s central role in the family
and community. Some women achieved prominence as
midwives, teachers, and professionals.

Eliza Snow: Our enemies pretend that, in Utah, woman

best affections, and all that is worth calling love. All true
love has fled, and indifference has taken its place. The
very children feel it. What do they — what can they

care about their fathers? They seldom see them.

522

is held in a state of vassalage — that she does not act from
choice, but by coercion — that we would even prefer life
elsewhere, were it possible for us to make our escape.
What nonsense! We all know that if we wished we could




leave at any time — either go singly, or to rise en masse,
and there is no power here that could, or would wish to,
prevent us. I will now ask this assemblage of intelligent
ladies, do you know of anyplace on the face of the earth,
where woman has more liberty, and where she enjoys
such high and glorious privileges as she does here, as a
latter-day saint? No! The very idea of woman here in a
state of slavery is a burlesque on good common sense.

Harriet Cook Young: Wherever monogamy reigns, adul-
tery, prostitution and foeticide, directly or indirectly, are
its concomitants. . . . The women of Utah comprehend
this; and they see, in the principle of plurality of wives,
the only safeguard against adultery, prostitution, and the

reckless waste of pre-natal life, practiced throughout the
land.

Phoebe Woodruff: God has revealed unto us the law of
the patriarchal order of marriage, and commanded us

to obey it. We are sealed to our husbands for time and
eternity, that we may dwell with them and our children

in the world to come; which guarantees unto us the great-
est blessing for which we are created. If the rulers of the
nation will so far depart from the spirit and letter of our
glorious constitution as to deprive our prophets, apostles
and elders of citizenship, and imprison them for obeying
this law, let them grant this, our last request, to make their
prisons large enough to hold their wives, for where they
go we will go also.

Source: Edward W. Tullidge, Women of Mormondom (New York: Tullidge & Crandall,
1877}, 390-391, 396, 400.

Susan B. Anthony
Letter to The Revolution, July 5, 1871

National women’s suffrage leaders responded awkwardly
to the Utah suffrage victory. Being associated with
Mormons, they understood, damaged their fragile new
movement in the eyes of most Americans. But they tried
tentatively to forge alliances with Mormon women they
viewed as progressive, as well as dissidents in the church.
Suffrage leader Susan B. Anthony traveled to Salt Lake
City in 1871 to try to forge alliances with Mormon women,
especially dissidents such as Fanny Stenhouse. Anthony
expressed strong disapproval of polygamy, but she also

tried to change the debate to focus on the vulnerability of
all married women to exploitation by their husbands. Her
report from Utah, published in her journal The Revolution,
is below.

Woman’s work in monogamy and polygamy is essentially
one and the same — that of planting her feet on the solid
ground of self-support; . . . there is and can be no salva-
tion for womanhood but in the possession of power over
her own subsistence.

The saddest feature here is that there really is nothing
by which these women can earn an independent liveli-
hood for themselves and children. No manufacturing
establishments; no free schools to teach. Women here,
as everywhere, must be able to live honestly and honor-
ably without men, before it can be possible to save the
masses of them from entering into polygamy or prostitu-
tion, legal or illegal. Whichever way I turn, whatever
phase of social life presents itself, the same conclusion
comes — independent bread alone can redeem woman
from her sure subjection to man. . . .

Here is missionary ground. Not for “thus saith the Lord,”
divine rights, canting priests, or echoing priestesses of any
sect whatsoever; but for great, god-like, humanitarian
men and women, who “feel for them in bonds as bound
with them,” . . . a simple, loving, sisterly clasp of hands
with these struggling women, and an earnest work with
them. Not to modify nor ameliorate, but to ABOLISH
the whole system of woman’s subjection to man in both
polygamy and monogamy.

Source: The Revolution, July 20, 1871.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. What arguments did the Mormon women make in
defense of plural marriage? On what grounds did
Stenhouse argue for its abolition?

2. Susan B. Anthony's letter was published in Boston. How
might Mormon women have reacted to it? How might
non-Mormon women have reacted to the statements by
Snow, Young, and Woodruff?

3. Compare the experiences of plural marriage described
by Stenhouse, on the one hand, and Snow, Young, and
Woodruff, on the other. How do you account for these
very different perspectives?
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Lands of the Arid Region of the United States (1879),
Powell told Congress bluntly that 160-acre homesteads
would not work in dry regions. Impressed with the
success of Mormon irrigation projects in Utah, Powell
urged the United States to follow their model. He pro-
posed that the government develop the West’s water
resources, building dams and canals and organizing
landowners into local districts to operate them. Doubt-
ing that rugged individualism would succeed in the
West, Powell proposed massive cooperation under
government control.

After heated debate, Congress rejected Powell’s plan.
Critics accused him of playing into the hands of large
ranching corporations; boosters were not yet willing to
give up the dream of small homesteads. But Powell
turned out to be right. Though environmental historians

federal funding paid for dams and canals that supported
intensive agriculture in many parts of the West.

The First National Park

Powell was not the only one rethinking land use. The
West’s incorporation into the national marketplace
occurred with such speed that some Americans began
to fear rampant overdevelopment. Perhaps the federal
government should not sell off all its public land, but
instead hold and manage some of it. Amid the heady
initiatives of Reconstruction, Congress began to pre-
serve sites of unusual natural splendor. As early as
1864, Congress gave 10 square miles of the Yosemite
Valley to California for “public use, resort, and recre-
ation.” (In 1890, Yosemite reverted to federal control.)

do not always agree with Powell’s
proposed solutions, they point to
his Report on Arid Lands as a
cogent critique of what went

In 1872, it set aside 2 million acres of Wyoming’s
Yellowstone Valley as the world’s first national park:
preserved as a public holding, it would serve as “a pub-
lic park or pleasuring ground fot the benefit and enjoy-

IDENTIFY CAUSES
What factors led to the
creation of the first
national parks?

wrong on the Great Plains. Later,

ment of the people”

The Yo-Hamite Falls, 1855

This is one of the earliest artistic renderings of
the Yosemite Valley, drawn, in fact, before the
place came to be called Yosemite. The scale of
the waterfall, which drops 2,300 feet to the
valley below, is dramatized by artist Thomas A.
Ayres's companions in the foreground. In this
romantic lithograph, one can already see the
grandeur of the West that Yosemite came to
represent for Americans. University of California
at Berkeley, Bancroft Library.




Railroad tourism, which developed side by side with
other western industries, was an important motive for
the creation of Yellowstone National Park. The North-
ern Pacific Railroad lobbied Congress vigorously to get
the park established. Soon, luxury Pullman cars ushered
visitors to Yellowstone’s hotel, operated by the railroad
itself. But creation of the park was fraught with compli-
cations. Since no one knew exactly what a “national
park” was or how to operate it, the U.S. Army was dis-
patched to take charge; only in the early 1900s, when
Congress established many more parks in the West, did
consistent management policies emerge. In the mean-
time, soldiers spent much of their time arresting native
peoples who sought to hunt on Yellowstone lands.

The creation of Yellowstone was an important step
toward an ethic of respect for land and wildlife. So was
the 1871 creation of a U.S. Fisheries Commission, which
made recommendations to stem the decline in wild
fish; by the 1930s, it merged with other federal wildlife
bureaus to become the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
At the same time, eviction of Indians showed that
defining small preserves of “uninhabited wilderness”
was part of conquest itself. In 1877, for example, the
federal government forcibly removed the Nez Perce
tribe from their ancestral land in what is now Idaho,
Washington, and Oregon. Under the leadership of
young Chief Joseph, the Nez Perces tried to flee to
Canada. After a journey of 1,100 miles, they were
forced to surrender just short of the border. During
their trek, five bands crossed Yellowstone; as a Nez
Perce named Yellow Wolf recalled, they “knew that

Killing the Bison

This woodcut shows passengers shoot-
ing bison from a Kansas Pacific Railroad
train—a small thrill added to the modern
convenience of traveling west by rail. By
the end of the 1870s, the plains bison
shown here, which once numbered in the
tens of millions and had been a large part
of the Plains Indians’ way of life, had been
hunted almost to extinction. North Wind
Picture Archives

CHAPTER 16  Conquering a Continent, 1854-1890

country well” For thirteen days, Nez Perce men raided
the valley for supplies, waylaying several groups of
tourists. The conflict made national headlines. East-
erners, proud of their new “pleasuring ground,” were
startled to find that it remained a site of native resis-
tance. Americans were not settling an empty West.
They were unsettling it by taking it from native peoples
who already lived there.

A Harvest of Blood: Native
Peoples Dispossessed

Before the Civil War, when most Americans believed
the prairie could not be farmed, Congress reserved the
Great Plains for Indian peoples. But in the era of steel
plows and railroads, policymakers suddenly had the
power and desire to incorporate the whole region. The
U.S. Army fought against the loosely federated Sioux —
the major power on the northern grasslands —as well
as other peoples who had agreed to live on reservations
but found conditions so desperate that they fled
(Map 16.5). These “reservation wars,” caused largely by
local violence and confused federal policies, were
messy and bitter. Pointing to failed military campaigns,
army atrocities, and egregious corruption in the Indian
Bureau, reformers called for new policies that would
destroy native people’s traditional lifeways and “civi-
lize” them — or, as one reformer put it, “kill the Indian
and save the man”
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Indian Country in the West, to 1890

As settlement pushed onto the Great Plains after the Civil War, native peoples put up bitter resis-
tance but ultimately to no avail. Over a period of decades, they ceded most of their lands to the
federal government, and by 1890 they were confined to scattered reservations.

The Civil War and Indians on the Plains

In August 1862, the attention of most Unionists
and Confederates was riveted on General George
McClellan’s failing campaign in Virginia. But in
Minnesota, the Dakota Sioux were increasingly frus-
trated. In 1858, the year Minnesota secured statehood,
they had agreed to settle on a strip of land reserved by
the government, in exchange for receiving regular pay-
ments and supplies. But Indian agents, contractors,
and even Minnesota’s territorial governor pocketed
most of the funds. When the Dakotas protested that
their children were starving, state officials dismissed
their appeals. Corruption was so egregious that one

leading Minnesotan, Episcopal bishop Henry Whipple,
wrote an urgent appeal to President James Buchanan.
“A nation which sows robbery,” he warned, “will reap a
harvest of blood”

Whipples prediction proved correct. During the
summer of 1862, a decade of anger boiled over. In a
surprise attack, Dakota fighters fanned out through the
Minnesota countryside, killing immigrants and burn-
ing farms. They planned to sweep eastward to St. Paul
but were stopped at Fort Ridgely. In the end, more than
four hundred whites lay dead, including women and
children from farms and small towns. Thousands fled;
panicked officials telegraphed for aid, spreading hyste-
ria from Wisconsin to Colorado.
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Enclosed Dakota Camp at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 1862

During the trial of Dakota warriors involved in the 1862 rebellion, and through the harsh Minnesota winter
that followed, more than a thousand members of the tribe were imprisoned in an enormous enclosure on
Pike Island, near St. Paul. A measles epidemic broke out in the crowded camp and dozens died, especially
children. Though U.S. soldiers were often unfriendly toward their captives, local sentiment was even more
hostile; troops regularly marched through the camp, in part to protect the Dakotas from vigilante violence.
In 1863 all members of the tribe were forcibly removed from the state. In November 1862, photographer
Benjamin Franklin Upton captured this image of Dakota tents in the Pike Island enclosure. Minnesota

Historical Society.

Minnesotans’ ferocious response to the uprising set
the stage for further conflict. A hastily appointed mili-
tary court, bent on revenge, sentenced 307 Dakotas to
death, making it clear that rebellious Indians would be
treated as criminals rather than warriors. President
Abraham Lincoln reviewed the trial records and com-
muted most of the sentences but authorized the deaths
of 38 Dakota men. They were hanged just after Christ-
mas 1862 in the largest mass execution in U.S. history.
Two months later, Congress canceled all treaties with
the Dakotas, revoked their annuities, and expelled them
from Minnesota. The scattered bands fled west to join
nonreservation allies.

As the uprising showed, the Civil War created two
dangerous conditions in the West, compounding the
problems already caused by corruption. With the Union
army fighting the Confederacy, western whites felt vul-
nerable to Indian attacks. They also discovered they
could fight Indians with minimal federal oversight. In
the wake of the Dakota uprising, worried Coloradans
favored a military campaign against the Cheyennes—
allies of the Sioux—even though the Cheyennes had
shown little evidence of hostility. Colorado militia
leader John M. Chivington, an aspiring politician,
determined to quell public anxiety and make his career.

In May 1864, Cheyenne chief
Black Kettle, fearing his band
would be attacked, consulted with
U.S. agents, who instructed him
to settle along Sand Creek in east-
ern Colorado until a treaty could
be signed. On November 29, 1864, Chivington’s
Colorado militia attacked the camp while most of the
men were out hunting, slaughtering more than a hun-
dred women and children. “I killed all I could,” one
officer testified later. “I think and earnestly believe the
Indian to be an obstacle to civilization and should be
exterminated” Captain Silas Soule, who served under
Chivington but refused to give his men the order to
fire, dissented. “It was hard to see little children on
their knees,” he wrote later, “having their brains beat
out by men professing to be civilized” Chivington’s
men rode back for a celebration in Denver, where they
hung Cheyenne scalps (and women’ genitals) from the
rafters of the Apollo Theater.

The northern plains exploded in conflict. Infuriated
by the Sand Creek massacre, Cheyennes carried war
pipes to the Arapahos and Sioux, who attacked and
burned white settlements along the South Platte River.
Ordered to subdue these peoples, the U.S. Army failed

What factors led to

plains?
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miserably: officers could not even locate the enemy,
who traveled rapidly in small bands and knew the
country well. A further shock occurred in December
1866 when 1,500 Sioux warriors executed a perfect
ambush, luring Captain William Fetterman and 80 sol-
diers from a Wyoming fort and wiping them out. With
the Fetterman massacre, the Sioux succeeded in clos-
ing the Bozeman Trail, a private road under army pro-
tection that had served as the main route into Montana.

General William Tecumseh Sherman, now com-
manding the army in the West, swore to defeat defiant
Indians. But the Union hero met his match on the
plains. Another year of fighting proved expensive and
inconclusive. In 1868, the Sioux, led by the Oglala band
under Chief Red Cloud, told a peace commission they
would not sign any treaty unless the United States
pledged to abandon all its forts along the Bozeman
Trail. The commission agreed. Red Cloud had won.

In the wake of these events, eastern public opinion
turned against the Indian wars, which seemed at best
ineffective, at worst brutal. Congress held hearings on
the slaughter at Sand Creek. Though Chivington, now
a civilian, was never prosecuted, the massacre became
an infamous example of western vigilantism. By the
time Ulysses Grant entered the White House in 1869,
the authors of Reconstruction in the South also began
to seek solutions to what they called the “Indian
problem.”

Grant's Peace Policy

Grant inherited an Indian policy in disarray. Federal
incompetence was highlighted by yet another mass
killing of friendly Indians in January 1870, this time on
the Marias River in Montana, by an army detachment
that shot and burned to death 173 Piegans (Blackfeet).
Having run out of other options, Grant introduced
a peace policy, based on recommendations from
Christian advisors. He offered selected appointments
to the reformers — including many former abolition-
ists —who had created such groups as the Indian
Rights Association and the Women’s National Indian
Association.

Rejecting the virulent anti-Indian stance of many
westerners, reformers argued that native peoples had
the innate capacity to become equal with whites. They
believed, however, that Indians could achieve this
only if they embraced Christianity and white ways.
Reformers thus aimed to destroy native languages, cul-
tures, and religions. Despite humane intentions, their
condescension was obvious. They ignored dissenters
like Dr. Thomas Bland of the National Indian Defense

CREATING AND PRESERVING A CONTINENTAL NATION, 1844-1877

Association, who suggested that instead of an “Indian
problem” there might be a “white problem” — refusal
to permit Indians to follow their own lifeways. To most
nineteenth-century Americans, such a notion was
shocking and uncivilized. Increasingly dismissive of
blacks’ capacity for citizenship and hostile toward “hea-
then” Chinese immigrants, white Americans were even
less willing to understand and respect Indian cultures.
They believed that in the modern world, native peoples
were fated for extinction (Thinking Like a Historian,
p. 530).

Indian Boarding Schools Reformers focused their
greatest energy on educating the next generation.
Realizing that acculturation — adoption of white ways—
was difficult when children lived at home, agents and
missionaries created off-reservation schools. Native
families were exhorted, bullied, and bribed into send-
ing their children to these schools, where, in addition
to school lessons, boys learned farming skills and girls
practiced housekeeping. “English only” was the rule;
students were punished if they spoke their own lan-
guages. Mourning Dove, a Salish girl from what is now
Washington State, remembered that her school “ran
strictly. We never talked during meals without per-
mission, given only on Sunday or special holidays.
Otherwise there was silence — a terrible silent silence. T
was used to the freedom of the forest, and it was hard
to learn this strict discipline. I was punished many
times before I learned” The Lakota boy Plenty Kill,
who at boarding school received the new name Luther,
remembered his loneliness and fear upon arrival: “The
big boys would sing brave songs, and that would start
the girls to crying. . . . The girls’ quarters were about a
hundred and fifty yards from ours, so we could hear
them.” After having his hair cut short, Plenty Kill felt a
profound change in his identity. “None of us slept well
that night,” he recalled. “I felt that I was no more Indian,
but would be an imitation of a white man.”

To see a longer excerpt of Mourning Dove’s
autobiography, along with other primary sources
from this period, see Sources for America’s History.

Even in the first flush of reform zeal, Grant’s poli-
cies faced major hurdles. Most Indians had been
pushed off traditional lands and assigned to barren
ground that would have defeated the most enterprising
farmer. Poverty and dislocation left Indians especially
vulnerable to the ravages of infectious diseases like
measles and scarlet fever. At the same time, Quaker,
Presbyterian, and Methodist reformers fought turf




Red Cloud’s Bedroom, 1891

CHAPTER 16 Conquering a Continent, 1854-1890

Taken on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota by photographer C. G. Morledge, this photograph
shows the bedroom of Red Cloud, a distinguished Oglala Lakota leader. Red Cloud had won a war against
the U.S. Army just after the Civil War. He negotiated so tenaciously and shrewdly, afterward, with what he
saw as meddlesome Indian agents, that his people nicknamed Pine Ridge “The Place Where Everything Is
Disputed.” Some of the contents of Red Cloud’s bedroom may surprise you. How do you interpret the pres-
ence of five American flags? The visual images on the walls? What strategies and ways of life, blending old
and new, does the photograph suggest? Compare it to Edward S. Curtis, “Little Plume and Yellow Kidney”
(p. 533). In what ways did Morledge and Curtis craft different representations of Indian life? Denver Public

Library/Bridgeman Art Library.

battles among themselves and with Catholic mission-
aries. Many traders and agents also continued to steal
money and supplies from people they were supposed
to protect. In the late 1870s, Rutherford B. Hayes’s
administration undertook more housecleaning at the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, but corruption lingered.
From the Indians’ point of view, reformers often
became just another interest group in a crowded field
of whites sending hopelessly mixed messages. The atti-
tudes of individual army representatives, agents, and
missionaries ranged from courageous and sympathetic
to utterly ruthless. Many times, after chiefs thought
they had reached a face-to-face agreement, they found
it drastically altered by Congress or Washington
bureaucrats. Nez Perce leader Joseph observed that
“white people have too many chiefs. They do not
understand each other. . . . I cannot understand why so

many chiefs are allowed to talk so
many different ways, and promise
so many different things” A
Kiowa chief agreed: “We make
but few contracts, and them we
remember well. The whites make
so many they are liable to forget
them. The white chief seems not
to be able to govern his braves”
Native peoples were nonetheless forced to accom-
modate, as independent tribal governance and treaty
making came to an end. Back in the 1830s, the U.S.
Supreme Court had declared Indians no longer sover-
eign but rather “domestic dependent nations” On a
practical basis, however, both the US. Senate and
agents in the field continued to negotiate treaties as late
as 1869. Two years later, the House of Representatives,

UNDERSTAND

and untrue?

POINTS OF VIEW
How did post-Civil War
reformers believe they
were improving U.S. Indian
policies, and in what ways
did that prove to be true
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The documents below, designed for white audiences, all depict American Indi-

Representing Indians  ansin the west.

1. Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West advertisement, 1899. Cody never called the Wild West a “show, " placing tre-
mendous emphasis on its a//eged/y authentic reenactments of events.

3 - - - " -
A CONGRESSOFAMERICAN INDIAN S e A i s e Gt e ok et PR

Superstock

2. Lewis Henry Morgan, Ancient Society, 1877. Some tribes and families have been left in geographical
Morgan, a leading American anthropologist, stud- isolation to work out the problems of progress. . . .
ied the Iroquois and other native peoples. In 1877 [Others] have been adulterated through external influ-
he published an influential theory of human ence. Thus, while Africa was and is an ethnical chaos of
development, ranking various peoples in their savagery and barbarism, Australia and Polynesia were
“progress” from the "lowest stage of savagery” in savagery, pure and simple. . . . The Indian family of
through the pinnacle of “civilization” —northern America, unlike any other existing family, exemplified
Europeans. the condition of mankind in three successive ethnical

TABLE 16.1

Status of Civilization (from Morgan, Ancient Society, 1877)

I. Lower Status of Savagery From the Infancy of the Human Race to the commencement of the next Period.

Il. Middle Status of Savagery From the acquisition of a fish subsistence and a knowledge of the use of fire. ..

Il. Upper Status of Savagery From the Invention of the Bow and Arrow . ..

IV. Lower Status of Barbarism  From the Invention of the Art of Pottery . . .

V. Middle Status of Barbarism  From the Domestication of animals on the Eastern hemisphere, and in the Western
from the cultivation of maize and plants by Irrigation . . .

VI. Upper Status of Barbarism  From the Invention of the process of Smelting Iron Ore, with the use of iron tools . . .

VII. Civilization From the Invention of writing, to the present time.
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periods. . .. The far northern Indians and some of the
coast tribes of North and South America were in the
Upper Status of savagery; the partially Village Indians
east of the Mississippi were in the Lower Status of bar-
barism, and the Village Indians of North and South
America were in the Middle Status. . . .

Commencing, then, with the Australians and Poly-
nesians, following with the American Indian tribes, and
concluding with the Roman and Grecian, who afford
the highest exemplifications respectively of the six great
stages of human progress, the sum of their united experi-
ences may be supposed fairly to represent that of the
human family. . . . We are dealing substantially, with
the ancient history and condition of our own remote
ancestors.

3. Touring Indian Country, 1888 and 1894. Hoping to
lure eastern tourists, the Northern Pacific Railroad
published an annual journal, Wonderland, describ-
ing the natural splendors and economic progress of
the West, as seen from its rail lines.

We are now in the far-famed Yellowstone Valley. . . . There
are but few Indians now to be seen along the line of the
railroad, and those are engaged in agricultural and indus-
trial pursuits. The extinction of the buffalo has rendered
the Indian much more amenable to the civilizing influ-
ences brought to bear upon him than he formerly was,
and very fair crops of grain are being raised at some of the
agencies. At the Devil's Lake agency, for example, 60,000
bushels of wheat have been raised by the [Sioux and
Chippewa] Indians in a single season. . . .

[The Crows’] great reservation is probably the garden
spot of Montana, and the throwing open of a large por-
tion of it to [white] settlement, which cannot long be
delayed, will assuredly give an immense impetus to the
agricultural interests of the Territory. . . .

The Flatheads have probably 10,000 or more horses
and 5,000 or 6,000 cattle. . . . As ranchers and farmers the

Flatheads are a success. It would be a matter of surprise to
some people who think that the only good Indian is a
dead Indian, to see the way some of the women handle
sewing machines.

Sources: (2) Lewis H. Morgan, Ancient Society (New York: Henry Holt and Company,
1878}, 12-13, 16-18; (3) John Hyde, Wonderland (St. Paul, 1888), 21, and 1894, 27.

4. Gertrude Kdsebier, photograph of Joe Black Fox,
1898. One of the first women to become a pro-
fessional photographer, Kdsebier here depicts Joe
Black Fox relaxing with a cigarette. Black Fox, an
Oglala Sioux, toured with Buffalo Bill's Wild West
in 1900.
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Photographic History Coliection, National Museum of American
History, Smithsonian Institution 69.236.22, 2004-57801

ANALYZING THE EVIDENCE

1. Compare the depiction of the Plains Indians and Buffalo
Bill Cody in source 1. How does source 4 differ from
source 1? From Edward Curtis's “In a Piegan Lodge” (p. 533),
in which all traces of modern life were erased? How might
these depictions of “actual life” have shaped their audi-
ence'’s understanding of the West?

2. What bases did Morgan use for his rankings in source 2?
How did he define the relationship between American
Indians and whites (whom he refers to, in this passage, as
“we")? Why did he suggest that Indians offered a unique
opportunity for study?

3. Imagine that you were a wealthy, well-educated tourist
preparing to travel west in 1900. Which of these documents
would you most likely have encountered in advance? How
might they have shaped your expectations and experiences?

4. These documents had different creators: an artist, a
scholar, and two sets of entrepreneurs. What audiences
did they have in mind? How do you think this affected
their messages?

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Many nineteenth-century commentators claimed that Ameri-
can Indians were "vanishing”: that is, they could not adapt to
modernity and would die out. This proved untrue, of course,
but the idea circulated widely. Which of these sources lend
support to the idea of the “vanishing Indian”? Which suggest
counter-stories of survival and endurance? Using these sources
and your knowledge of the period, analyze the myths and
realities of Native American life in the late nineteenth century.
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PART 5

jealous of Senate privileges, passed a bill to abolish all
treaty making with Indians. The Senate agreed, pro-
vided that existing treaties remained in force. It was
one more step in a long, torturous erosion of native
rights. Eventually, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in
Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock (1903) that Congress could
make whatever Indian policies it chose, ignoring all
existing treaties. That same year, in Ex Parte Crow Dog,
the Court ruled that no Indian was a citizen unless
Congress designated him so. Indians were henceforth
wards of the government. These rulings remained in
force until the New Deal of the 1930s.

Breaking Up Tribal Lands Reformers’ most sweep-
ing effort to assimilate Indians was the Dawes Severalty
Act (1887), the dream of Senator Henry L. Dawes of
Massachusetts, a leader in the Indian Rights Associa-
tion. Dawes saw the reservation system as an ugly relic
of the past. Through severalty— division of tribal
lands—he hoped to force Indians onto individual
landholdings, partitioning reservations into home-
steads, just like those of white farmers. Supporters of
the plan believed that landownership would encourage
Indians to assimilate. It would lead, as Dawes wrote, to
“a personal sense of independence” Individual prop-
erty, echoed another reformer, would make the Indian
man “intelligently selfish, . .. with a pocket that aches
/to be filled with dollars!”

The Dawes Act was a disaster. It played into the
hands of whites who coveted Indian land and who per-
suaded the government to sell them land that was not
needed for individual allotments. In this and other
ways, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) implemented
the law carelessly, to the outrage of Dawes. In Indian
Territory, a commission seized more than 15 million
“surplus” acres from native tribes by 1894, opening the
way for whites to convert the last federal territory set
aside for native peoples into the state of Oklahoma. In
addition to catastrophic losses of collectively held
property, native peoples lost 66 percent of their indi-
vidually allotted lands between the 1880s and the
1930s, through fraud, BIA mismanagement, and pres-
sure to sell to whites.

The End of Armed Resistance

As the nation consolidated control of the West in the
1870s, Americans hoped that Grant’s peace policy was
solving the “Indian problem” In the Southwest, such
formidable peoples as the Kiowas and Comanches had
been forced onto reservations. The Diné or Navajo
nation, exiled under horrific conditions during the
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Civil War but permitted to reoccupy their traditional
land, gave up further military resistance. An outbreak
among Californias Modoc people in 1873 —again,
humiliating to the army — was at last subdued. Only
Sitting Bull, a leader of the powerful Lakota Sioux on
the northern plains, openly refused to go to a reserva-
tion. When pressured by U.S. troops, he repeatedly
crossed into Canada, where he told reporters that “the
life of white men is slavery. . . . T have seen nothing that
a white man has, houses or railways or clothing or
food, that is as good as the right to move in open coun-
try and live in our own fashion.”

In 1874, the Lakotas faced direct provocation.
Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer, a brash
self-promoter who had graduated last in his class at
West Point, led an expedition into South Dakota’s Black
Hills and loudly proclaimed the discovery of gold.
Amid the severe depression of the 1870s, prospectors
rushed in. The United States, wavering on its 1868
treaty, pressured Sioux leaders to sell the Black Hills.
The chiefs said no. Ignoring this answer, the govern-
ment demanded in 1876 that all Sioux gather at the
federal agencies. The policy backfired: not only did
Sitting Bull refuse to report, but other Sioux, Cheyennes,
and Arapahos slipped away from reservations to join
him. Knowing they might face military attack, they
agreed to live together for the summer in one great vil-
lage numbering over seven thousand people. By June,
they were camped on the Little Big Horn River in what
is now southeastern Montana. Some of the young men
wanted to organize raiding parties, but elders coun-
seled against it. “We [are] within our treaty rights as
hunters,” they argued. “We must keep ourselves so.”

The U.S. Army dispatched a thousand cavalry and
infantrymen to drive the Indians back to the reser-
vation. Despite warnings from experienced scouts—
including Crow Indian allies— most officers thought
the job would be easy. Their greatest fear was that
the Indians would manage to slip away. But amid the
nation’s centennial celebration on the Fourth of July
1876, Americans received dreadful news. On June 26
and 27, Lieutenant Colonel Custer, leading the 7th
Cavalry as part of a three-pronged effort to surround
the Indians, had led 210 men in an ill-considered
assault on Sitting Bull's camp. The Sioux and their allies
had killed the attackers to the last man. “The Indians,
one Oglala woman remembered, “acted just like they
were driving buffalo to a good place where they could
be easily slaughtered”

As retold by the press in sensational (and often fic-
tionalized) accounts, the story of Custer’s “last stand”
quickly served to justify American conquest of Indian




Little Plume and Yellow Kidney

CHAPTER 16 Conquering a Continent, 1854-1890

Photographer Edward S. Curtis took this photograph of the Piegan (Blackfeet) leader Little Plume and his son
Yellow Kidney. Curtis's extensive collection of photographs of Native Americans remains a valuable resource
for historians. However, Curtis altered his images to make his native subjects seem more “authentic”: though
Indians made widespread use of nonnative furniture, clothes, and other consumer goods (such as Singer
sewing machines), Curtis removed those from the frame. He also retouched photographs to remove items
such as belts and watches. Note the circular “shadow"” here, against the lodge wall, near Little Plume’s right

arm: the original photograph included a clock. Library of Congress.

“savages.” Long after Americans forgot the massacres

the Nez Perces, fleeing for the o o1

Canadian border, also surrendered.
The final holdouts fought in the
Southwest with Chiricahua Apache
leader Geronimo. Like many oth-
ers, Geronimo had accepted res-

of Cheyenne women and children at Sand Creek and of
Piegan people on the Marias River, prints of the Battle
of Little Big Horn hung in barrooms across the country.
William E “Buffalo Bill” Cody, in his traveling Wild
West performances, enacted a revenge killing of a

CONSEQUENCES

How did Grant's peace
policy fail to consider the .
needs of Native Americans
in the West, and what

Cheyenne man named Yellow Hand in a tableau Cody
called “first scalp for Custer” Notwithstanding that the
tableau featured a white man scalping a Cheyenne,
Cody depicted it as a triumph for civilization.

Little Big Horn proved to be the last military vic-
tory of Plains Indians against the U.S. Army. Pursued
relentlessly after Custer’s death and finding fewer and
fewer bison to sustain them, Sioux parents watched
their children starve through a bitter winter. Slowly,
families trickled into the agencies and accommodated
themselves to reservation life (Map 16.6). The next year,

ervation life but found conditions
unendurable. Describing the des-
olate land the tribe had been allotted, one Apache said
it had “nothing but cactus, rattlesnakes, heat, rocks,
and insects. . . . Many, many of our people died of star-
vation” When Geronimo took up arms in protest, the
army recruited other Apaches to track him and his
band into the hills; in September 1886, he surren-
dered for the last time. The Chiricahua Apaches never
returned to their homeland. The United States had
completed its military conquest of the West.

were its results?
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TRACE CHANGE
OVER TIME

In what ways did the
outlook of native peoples
change in the era after
armed resistance had

ended?
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MAP 16.6
The Sioux Reservations in South Dakota, 1868-1889

In 1868, when they bent to the demand that they
move onto the reservation, the Sioux thought they
had gained secure rights to a substantial part of their
ancestral hunting grounds. But harsh conditions on
reservations led to continuing military conflicts. Land-
hungry whites exerted continuous local pressure, and
officials in Washington repeatedly changed the terms
of Sioux land holdings—always eroding native claims.

Strategies of Survival

Though the warpath closed, many native peoples con-
tinued secretly to practice traditional customs. Away
from the disapproving eyes of
agents and teachers, they passed
on their languages, histories, and
traditional arts and medicine to
younger generations. Frustrated
missionaries often concluded that
little could be accomplished
because bonds of kinship and
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custom were 5o strong. Parents also hated to relinquish
their children to off-reservation boarding schools.
Thus more and more Indian schools ended up on or
near reservations; white teachers had to accept their
pupils’ continued participation in the rhythms of
Indian community life.

Selectively, most native peoples adopted some
white ways. Many parents urged their sons and
daughters to study hard, learn English, and develop
skills to help them succeed in the new world they
confronted. Even Sitting Bull announced in 1885 that
he wanted his children “to be educated like the white
children are” Some Indian students grew up to be
lawyers, doctors, and advocates for their people,
including writers and artists who interpreted native
experiences for national audiences. One of the most
famous was a Santee Sioux boy named Ohiyesa, who
became Dr. Charles Eastman. Posted to the Pine
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, Eastman prac-
ticed medicine side by side with traditional healers,
whom he respected, and wrote popular books under
his Sioux name. He remembered that when he left for
boarding school, his father had said, “We have now
entered upon this life, and there is no going
back. ... Remember, my boy, it is the same as if [ sent
you on your first war-path. I shall expect you to
conquer.

Nothing exemplified this syncretism, or cultural
blending, better than the Ghost Dance movement of
the late 1880s and early 1890s, which fostered native
peoples’ hope that they could, through sacred dances,
resurrect the bison and call a great storm to drive
whites back across the Atlantic. The Ghost Dance
drew on Christian elements as well as native ones.
As the movement spread from reservation to reser-
vation — Paiutes, Arapahos, Sioux —native peoples
developed new forms of pan-Indian identity and
cooperation.

White responses to the Ghost Dance showed con-
tinued misunderstanding and lethal exertion of
authority. In 1890, when a group of Lakota Sioux
Ghost Dancers left their South Dakota reservation,
they were pursued by the U.S. Army, who feared that
further spread of the religion would provoke war. On
December 29, at Wounded Knee, the 7th Cavalry
caught up with fleeing Lakotas and killed at least
150 — perhaps as many as 300. Like other massacres,
this one could have been avoided. The deaths at
Wounded Knee stand as a final indictment of decades
of relentless U.S. expansion, white ignorance and
greed, chaotic and conflicting policies, and bloody
mistakes.




Western Myths and Realities

The post-Civil War frontier produced mythic figures
who have played starring roles in America’s national
folklore ever since: “savage” Indians, brave pioneers,
rugged cowboys, and gun-slinging sheriffs. Far from
being invented by Hollywood in the twentieth century,
these oversimplified characters emerged in the era
when the nation incorporated the West. Pioneers
helped develop the mythic ideal. As one Montana
woman claimed, they had come west “at peril of their
lives” and faced down “scalp dances” and other terrors;
in the end, they “conquered the wilderness and trans-
formed it into a land of peace and plenty” Some former
cowboys, capitalizing on the popularity of dime novel
Westerns, spiced up their memoirs for sale. Eastern
readers were eager for stories like The Life and Adven-
tures of Nat Love (1907), written by a Texas cowhand
who had been born in slavery in Tennessee and who, as
a rodeo star in the 1870s, had won the nickname
“Deadwood Dick”

No myth-maker proved more influential than
Buffalo Bill Cody. Unlike those who saw the West as
free or empty, Bill understood that the United States
had taken it by conquest. Ironically, his famous Wild
West, which he insisted was not a “show” but an
authentic representation of frontier experience, pro-
vided one of the few employment options for Plains
Indians. To escape harsh reservation conditions, Sioux
and Cheyenne men signed on with Bill and demon-
strated their riding skills for cheering audiences across
the United States and Europe, chasing buffalo and
attacking U.S. soldiers and pioneer wagons in the
arena. Buffalo Bill proved to be a good employer. Black
EIk, a Sioux man who joined Cody’s operation, recalled
that Bill was generous and “had a strong heart” But
Black Elk had a mixed reaction to the Wild West. “I
liked the part of the show we made,” he told an inter-
viewer, “but not the part the Wasichus [white people]
made” As he observed, the Wild West of the 1880s was
at its heart a celebration of U.S. military conquest.

At this same moment of transition, a young histo-
rian named Frederick Jackson Turner reviewed recent
census data and proclaimed the end of the frontier. Up
to 1890, he wrote, a clear, westward-moving line had
existed between “civilization and savagery” The fron-
tier experience, Turner argued, shaped Americans’
national character. It left them a heritage of “coarseness
and strength, combined with acuteness and inquisi-
tiveness,” as well as “restless, nervous energy””

Today, historians reject Turner’s depiction of Indian
“savagery’ —and his contradictory idea that white

CHAPTER 16  Conquering a Continent, 1854-1890

pioneers in the West claimed empty “free land” Many
scholars have noted that frontier conquest was both
violent and incomplete. The Dust Bowl of the 1930s, as
well as more recent cycles of drought, have repeated
late-nineteenth-century patterns of hardship and
depopulation on the plains. During the 1950s and
1960s, also, uranium mining rushes in the West mim-
icked earlier patterns of boom and bust, leaving ghost
towns in their wake. Turner himself acknowledged that
the frontier had both good and evil elements. He noted
that in the West, “frontier liberty was sometimes con-
fused with absence of all effective government.” But in
1893, when Turner first published “The Significance of
the Frontier in American History,” eager listeners heard
only the positives. They saw pioneering in the West as
evidence of American exceptionalism: of the nation’s
unique history and destiny. They claimed that “peace-
ful” American expansion was the opposite of European
empires —ignoring the many military and economic
similarities. Although politically the American West
became a set of states rather than a colony, historians
today emphasize the legacy of conquest that is central
to its (and America’s) history.

Less than two months after the massacre at
Wounded Knee, General William T. Sherman died in
New York. As the nation marked his passing with
pomp and oratory, commentators noted that his career
reflected a great era of conquest and consolidation of
national power. Known primarily for his role in defeat-
ing the Confederacy, Sherman’s first military exploits
had been against Seminoles in Florida. Later, during
the Mexican War (1846-1848), he had gone west with
the U.S. Army to help claim California. After the Civil
War, the general went west again, supervising the forced
removal of Sioux and Cheyennes to reservations.

When Sherman graduated from West Point in
1840, the United States had counted twenty-six states,
none of them west of Missouri. At his death in 1891,
the nation boasted forty-four states, stretching to the
Pacific coast. The United States now rivaled Britain and
Germany as an industrial giant, and its dynamic econ-
omy was drawing immigrants from around the world.
Over the span of Sherman’s career, the United States
had become a major player on the world stage. It had
done so through the kind of fierce military conquest
that Sherman made famous, as well as through bold
expansions of federal authority to foster economic
expansion. From the wars and policies of Sherman’s
lifetime, the children and grandchildren of Civil War
heroes inherited a vast empire. In the coming decades,
it would be up to them to decide how they would use
the nation’s new power.

535




536

PART 5 CHAPTER REVIEW

SUMMARY

Between 1861 and 1877, the United States completed
its conquest of the continent. After the Civil War,
expansion of railroads fostered integration of the
national economy. Republican policymakers promoted
this integration through protective tariffs, while federal
court rulings facilitated economic growth and strength-
ened corporations. To attract foreign investment, Con-
gress placed the nation on the gold standard. Federal
officials also pursued a vigorous foreign policy, acquit-
ing Alaska and asserting U.S. power indirectly through
control of international trade in Latin America and Asia.

An important result of economic integration was
incorporation of the Great Plains. Cattlemen built an
industry linked to the integrated economy, in the
process nearly driving the native bison to extinction.
Homesteaders confronted harsh environmental condi-
tions as they converted the grasslands for agriculture.
Republicans championed homesteader families as

CHAPTER

TERMS TO KNOW

Key Concepts and Events

transcontinental railroad (p. 508)
protective tariff (p. 510)

Treaty of Kanagawa (p. 510) (p. 525)
Burlingame Treaty (p. 511)
Munn v. Ilinois (p. 514)

gold standard (p. 515)

(p. 525)

Exodusters (p. 520)
Yellowstone National Park

U.S. Fisheries Commission

Sand Creek massacre (p. 527)

representatives of domesticity, an ideal opposed to
Mormon plural marriage in Utah. Homesteading
accelerated the rapid, often violent, transformation of
western environments. Perceiving this transformation,
federal officials began setting aside natural preserves
such as Yellowstone, often clashing with Native
Americans who wished to hunt there.

Conflicts led to the dispossession of Native
American lands. During the Civil War, whites clashed
with the Sioux and their allies. Grant’s peace policy
sought to end this conflict by forcing Native Americans
to acculturate to Furopean-style practices. Indian
armed resistance continued through the 1880s, ending
with Geronimo’s surrender in 1886. Thereafter, Native
Americans survived by secretly continuing their tradi-
tions and selectively adopting white ways. Due in part
to the determined military conquest of this period,
the United States claimed a major role on the world
stage. Frontier myths shaped Americans’ view of
themselves as rugged individualists with a unique
national destiny.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS Answer these questions to demonstrate your
understanding of the chapter’s main ideas.

1. What national policies did Republicans pursue struggle continue as late as 1890, despite the U.S.
during the Civil War and Reconstruction to stimu- “peace policy” that was proclaimed in the 1870s?
late ecopomic growth and consol.idate a 'continen- . THEMATIC UNDERSTANDING Review the
tal empire? What were the resulting achievements . % I~ -

d costs? events listed under “Peopling” on the thematic
- timeline on page 409. Between the 1840s and the

2. How did the trans-Mississippi west develop eco- 1870s, what distinctive patterns of racial and ethnic
nomically in this era? What problems and conflicts conflict occurred along the northeastern seaboard
resulted? and in the West? What were the results for immi-

3. Why did U.S. policies toward Native Americans in grentsinithesNortacisetilduor SHESIMULIE

this era result in so much violence? Why did armed

and racial groups in the West?

MAKING Recognize the larger developments and continuities within
CONNECTIONS and across chapters by answering these questions.
1. ACROSS TIME AND PLACE During the 2. VISUAL EVIDENCE Review the images in this

Reconstruction years, Republican policymakers
made sweeping policy decisions — especially hav-
ing to do with land rights, voting rights, and educa-
tion — that shaped the future of African Americans
in the South and American Indians in the West. In

chapter. Find two that show how Americans of the
era thought the landscapes of the West ought to
look when settlement was complete. Identify at
least three others that show what the natural and
built environments of the West really looked like.

What do you conclude from this comparison about
the ambitions and limits of westward expansion?

ap essay, compare U.S. policies toward the two
groups. What assumptions and goals underlay each
effort to incorporate racial minorities into the
United States? To what extent did each effort suc-
ceed or fail, and why? How did the actions of pow-
erful whites in each region shape the results?

MORE TO EXPLORE Start here to learn more about the events discussed in this chapter.

David Wallace Adams, Education for Extinction
(1995). A powerful history of American Indian
boarding schools.

Patricia Nelson Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest
(1987) and Something in the Soil (2000). LimericK’s
lively, accessible books are an excellent introduction to

. . @ . . historians’ hinking of western history.
American Experience (PBS), “Last Stand at Little Big Istorians’ recent,refhinking oLy, ¥

Horn”” A nuanced one-hour documentary about the
famous battle.

Maria Montoya, Translating Property (2002). Tells the
story of the displacement of Mexican Americans (and
their neighbors) in struggles over the Maxwell Land

h Barri Gordon, The M ti
paral Baringer Gordon \TrgformomOestion Grant in New Mexico and Colorado.

(2002). An exploration of plural marriage debates in
national politics.

Joy S. Kasson, Buffalo Bill's Wild West (2001). A
wonderful study of Buffalo Bill’s performances and
their role in shaping mythologies of the West.
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TIMELINE  Ask yourself why this chapter begins and ends with these dates
and then identify the links among related events.

 United States “opens” Japan to trade

e Comstock silver lode discovered in Nevada

e Homestead Act
» Dakota Sioux uprising in Minnesota

e Morrill Act funds public state universities

¢ Sand Creek massacre of Cheyennes in Colorado

* Yosemite Valley reserved as public park

* Long Drive of Texas longhorns begins

* Fetterman massacre

* Burlingame Treaty with China

» Transcontinental railroad completed

* Wyoming women's suffrage

» Utah women's suffrage

« General Mining Act

« Yellowstone National Park created

 United States begins move to gold standard

« Battle of Little Big Horn

* Nez Perces forcibly removed from ancestral homelands in Northwest

e Munn v. lllinois Supreme Court decision

» Exoduster migration to Kansas

* John Wesley Powell presents Report on the Lands of the Arid Region of the United States

¢ Rise of the Ghost Dance movement

e Sitting Bull tours with Buffalo Bill's Wild West

« Dry cycle begins on the plains

« Chiricahua Apache leader Geronimo surrenders

e Dawes Severalty Act

» Massacre of Sioux Ghost Dancers at Wounded Knee, South Dakota
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KEY TURNING POINTS: The military, political, and economic events of the Civil War years
(1861-1865) are often treated as largely occurring in the Northeast and South — at places such
as Shiloh, Gettysburg, and Washington, D.C. What impact did these developments have on the
West, and what were their legacies?

539




Name: Date:
APUSH Summer Reading Ch. 15- Reconstruction questions

Directions: Read Ch. 15 on Reconstruction. Using the reading, answer the following questions in full and
complete sentences. Type your answers to the following questions in BLUE, Times New Roman, 10-point font, in
the space below each question.  Answers should be 2-4 sentences each.

1. Why can the enactment of southern Black Codes in 1865 be considered a turning point in the course of
Reconstruction?

2. Why was working for wages resisted by ex-slaves struggling for freedom after emancipation?

3. To what extent was President Johnson responsible for the radicalization of the Republican Party in 18667

4. Do you think it was predicable in 1865 that five years later the ex-slaves would receive the constitutional
right to vote? Or that, having gone that far, the nation would deny the vote to women?

Page 1



5. What do you regard as the principal achievements of radical Reconstruction in the South? Do you think
the achievements outweigh the failures?

6. Why did the ex-slaves' struggle for land end in the sharecropping system?

7. Why did the Redeemers resort to terror in their campaign to regain political control of the South?

8. What changes in the North explain why the Republicans abandoned the battle for Reconstruction?

9. Explain how the contested presidential election of 1876-1877 brought an end to Reconstruction.
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10. Why did the debate over restoring the South to the Union devolve into an institutional struggle between
the presidency and the Congress?

11. Do you believe that the failure of Reconstruction was primarily a failure of leadership? Or, to put it more
concretely, that the outcome might have been different had Lincoln lived? Or had chosen a different vice
president?

12. Was there any way of reconciling the Republican desire for equality for the ex-slaves with the
ex-Confederate desire for self-rule in the South?
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Name: Date:
APUSH Summer Reading Ch. 16- the West questions

Directions: Read Ch. 16 on the West.  Using the reading, answer the following questions in full and complete
sentences. Type your answers to the following questions in BLUE, Times New Roman, 10-point font, in the space
below each question. Answers should be 2-4 sentences each.

1. Do you think this chapter successfully makes the case that the final phases of the frontier movement
should be seen as an extension of American industrialization?

2. Would it be possible to write an account of the settlement of the Great Plains and Far West without
taking account of the natural environment? Why or why not?

3. Although frontier history is generally treated as an Anglo-American story, in the Far West it is much
more about ethnic diversity. Why is that?

4. The Native Americans who dominated the northern Great Plains in the mid-nineteenth century were the
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5. Inthe Dance, an entire Sioux tribe engages in the rites of coming of age, fertility, and the
hunt and combat.

6. Before the Civil War, American maps marked the Great Plains region of the U.S. as the Great American

7. The two railroad companies chartered to build the first transcontinental railroad were the
and the

8. The was organized by Texas cattlemen beginning in 1865 to move longhorn cattle to
railheads that would transport the animals to eastern markets.

9. Under the Homestead Act of 1862, settlers received acres of public land per head of family.
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10. Blacks who left Mississippi and Louisiana after the Civil War to homestead in Kansas were known as

11. Mormons who settled around the in Utah demonstrated to the entire nation how to apply
irrigation to turn a wasteland into a garden.

12. In 1867 Oliver H. Kelley, a government clerk, founded the in the hopes of improving the
social life of farm families.

13. Black cavalrymen of the army's veteran Ninth and Tenth regiments were known by Indians as the
soldiers.

14. Colonel George Custer and his 256-man cavalry unit were annihilated when they attacked a Sioux
encampment on the River in Montana in 1876.
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15. In 1889, the federal government gave in to public pressure and opened parts of the District
to white settlement, ending a decades-old policy of reserving this territory for Native Americans.

16. 's book A Century of Dishonor (1881) publicized the story of unjust treatment of the Indians
and gave a boost to the Indian rights movement.

17. White reformers were largely responsible for the policy by which reservation lands were divided into
individually owned parcels; this policy was formalized in 1887 by a law known as the

18. The Indian prophet Wovoka initiated the movement among Great Plains Indians, who were
desperate to halt the influx of whites into their lands.

19. The last battle between the United States and the Plains Indians took place at , South Dakota,
in December 1890.
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20. A distinctive pattern of isolated settlement persisted in the Far West, driven by a proliferation of
sites.

21. The devised at community meetings limited the size of a mining claim to what a person
could reasonably work and became an instrument for discriminating against minority ethnic groups in the
gold fields.

22. Before the region was annexed by the United States, the economy of the Hispanic Southwest was
pastoral, consisting primarily of cattle and ranching.

23. The explosive economic development in the Far West that prompted a heavy demand for labor stimulated
an exceptionally high rate of from Mexico and Europe.
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24. Journalist helped to fan anti-Chinese prejudice by writing that the Chinese “practice all the
unnameable vices of the East.”

25. By the turn of the century, the California city of faced a water crisis that threatened its
development.

Use the following to answer questions 26-30:

The Mining Frontier, 1848-1890
Choose the letter on the map that correctly identifies the following.
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26. Butte

27. Deadwood

28. Cripple Creek

29. Sutter's Mill

30. Virginia City
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31. What was the role of the railroads in the settlement of the Great West?

32. How would you characterize the agricultural settlers' relationship to the natural environment of the Great
Plains?

33. Why is mining the key to understanding the settlement of the Far West?

34. In what ways are the experiences of Hispanics and Chinese in the Far West similar? In what ways
different?

35. Why can we speak of a distinctly California history in the late nineteenth century?
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Complete the following activity in response to the following prompt:
To what extent did the environment of the West beyond the Mississippi shape the lives of those who lived and settled there? How important

" ) .
were other factors? Confine your analysis to the 1840s through 1890s. Effect on the lives of those who lived & settled there:

Historical context: Why did people move to
the West from the 1840s-1890s?

Effect on the lives of those who lived & settled there:

3 characteristics of
the Western
environment

The MOST significant impact of the Western

environment on settlement & development

was. Effect on the lives of those who lived & settled there:

Because....

Write a thesis statement answering the prompt from above and incorporating each of your answers:




HISTORICAL ANALYSIS — Cause & Effect... énclosure of the West... impact on American Indions

Review the events on the timeline. Add notes summarizing each event. Some are already summarized for you.
This a continuation the unit 4 analysis of impact on American Indians.

Native Americans Thematic Review
Complete the thematic review by identifying each event then analyzing the thread. Some items have been completed for you. Remember you are not just describing events, you are analyzing impact on American Indians.

Comstock Lode, 1859 Sun Dance outlawed, 1884

Zealous, white Christians joined with military men in successfully persuading the
government to outlaw the sacred Sun Dance. The military men wanted to outlaw
what they called the “Ghost Dance” because it was often mistaken for the beating of

Sand Creek Massacre, 1864 the war drum. Many feared the unification of tribes would challenge the army.
Colonel J. M. Chivington’s militia massacred more than 100 Cheyenne who apparently thought that Christian zealots often tried to force Natives to change, such as withholding food if
they had been promised immunity and had land rights under the Treaty of Fort Laramie. Bodies were they did not give up their tribal beliefs and traditions.

mutilated. Women and children included. This reflected increasing American thirst for land and

resources along with further reduction of Indian lands and respect for treaties.
Elk v. Wilkins, 1884

Fetterman Massacre, 1866
Sioux war party ambushed William J. Fetterman’s command of eighty one soldiers and civilians. All
Fetterman’s men were killed and mutilated. Determined to challenge the growing American military
presence in their territory, Indians lured them into the ambush and then slaughtered them.

Treaty of Fort Laramie, 1868 Geronimo Surrenders, 1886

The government stopped efforts to construct the Bozeman Trail and established a “Great Sioux
reservation.” This lasted until 1874, when gold was discovered in the area.

Carlisle Indian School, 1879 Dawes Severalty Act, 1887

The Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 was the offspring of the movement to reform Indian
policy. Reflecting the forced-civilization views of the reformers, the act dissolved many
tribes as legal entities, wiped out tribal ownership of land, and set up individual Indian family
heads with 160 free acres. If the Indians behaved themselves like “good white settlers,”

Helen Hunt Jackson writes A Century of Dishonor, 1881 they would get full title to their holdings, as well as citizenship, in twenty-five years.
Helen Hunt Jackson writes Ramona, 1884

Books that brought to light the plight of the American Plains Indians. Unfortunately
increased sympathy for Natives did not translate to real tolerance or respect... it
translated into stronger efforts to Christianize, educate, and “civilize.”

Historical Analysis Activity written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School using the 2012 College Board Advanced Placement United States history framework, Wikipedia.org, and ushistory.org



Buffalo endangered, 1885 (fewer than 1,000)
243,000 Indians left, 1887

Battle of Wounded Knee, 1890

“Ghost Dance” was stamped out by US Troops who killed an estimated 200 Indian men, women,
and children. It was the last battle of the American Indian wars... the last significant resistance of
Natives to unite and defend their resources and lands.

Indian Citizenship Act, 1924

Reversed the decision in Elk v. Wilkins (1884). Native Americans were now citizens of the United
States.

Indian Reorganization Act, 1934

Sometimes known as the Indian New Deal, it was U.S. federal legislation that secured certain rights
to Native Americans... reversal of the Dawes Act's privatization of communal holdings of American
Indian tribes and a return to local self-government on a tribal basis. The Act also restored to Indians
the management of their assets (being mainly land) and included provisions intended to create a
sound economic foundation for the inhabitants of Indian reservations.

Explain how the American government and westward pioneers responded to the American Indians’ attempts to secure their lands and culture during the westward migration and
enclosure of the West during the Gilded Age. Write a complete thesis.




Continuity/Change over Time... American AJriculture, 1790-1900
w/ Chronological Reasoning & flistorical Argumentation

Skill Type 1: Chronological Reasoning

Historical thinking involves the ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationships among multiple historical causes and effects, distinguishing between those that are long-term and proximate,
and among coincidence, causation, and correlation.

Skill 2: Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time

Historical thinking involves the ability to recognize, analyze, and evaluate the dynamics of historical continuity and change over periods of time of varying lengths, as well as the ability to relate these
patterns to larger historical processes or themes.

Proficient students should be able to

e Analyze and evaluate historical patterns of continuity and change over time.

e  Connect patterns of continuity and change over time to larger historical processes or themes

Skill 6: Historical Argumentation
Historical thinking involves the ability to define and frame a question about the past and to address that question through the construction of an argument. A plausible and persuasive argument
requires a clear, comprehensive, and analytical thesis, supported by relevant historical evidence — not simply evidence that supports a preferred or preconceived position. In addition,

argumentation involves the capacity to describe, analyze, and evaluate the arguments of others in light of available evidence.
Proficient students should be able to ...

e  Analyze commonly accepted historical arguments and explain how an argument has been constructed from historical evidence.
e  Construct convincing interpretations through analysis of disparate, relevant historical evidence.
e  Evaluate and synthesize conflicting historical evidence to construct persuasive historical arguments.

Review the thematic timeline on agriculture during the 19t century as well as your notes from your reading and unit activities. Highlight significant pieces of evidence supporting both
federal government actions that impacted agriculture as well as other forces that maintained contlnmty or fostered change throughout the 19th century. Add other information that you
could include in your essay. Then address the prompt using your thesis formula. :

How did agriculture change from 1800 to 1900? How did it stay the same?
What was responsible for the changes?

Written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School
using the 2012 College Board framework for A.P. U.S. history and notes from agclassroom.org and ushistory.org, images from shutterstock.com
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Review the thematic timeline on agriculture. Highlight significant pieces of evidence supporting
both federal government actions that impacted agriculture as well as other forces that
maintained continuity or fostered change throughout the 19t century.

1793

1794

1819

1834

1837

1842

1843

1847

1856

A

y 1858

M 1790s Thomas Jefferson pushes for America to remain agricultural while Alexander Hamilton pushes for

government support for manufacturing. Hamilton succeeds in getting his “Hamilton Plan” passed
which includes the first BUS and a tariff. Jefferson wins a few years later with the Louisiana
Purchase adding much more potential for the growth of agriculture as the U.S. expands
westward. In the 18th century, oxen and horses were used for power along with crude wooden
plows. Farmers sowed by hand, cultivated by hoe, cut grain and hay with a sickle, threshed with
flails.

Cotton Gin; Eli Whitney After this invention, staple crops moved away from indigo and rice and
more toward cotton in the Deep South. The Southern economy, soon after, was completely
dependent on cotton and on slavery. Cradle and scythe also introduced in this year (not
Whitney’s inventions).

Thomas Jefferson’s wooden plow with moldboard of least resistance invented which turned over
soil as farmer plowed. After his presidency he had these produced in iron.

Jethro Wood patents iron plow with interchangeable parts and the first U.S. canning industry was
established.

McCormick Reaper sales were slow at first. The panic of 1837 almost bankrupted the company.
In the 1840s sales increased. This invention made tilling the soil easier. It revolutionized
agriculture, transforming it from a small-scale, labor-intensive economy, to a large-scale, highly
productive, and thoroughly commercial enterprise. In 1830, it took a man with a hand-held scythe
three hours to harvest one bushel of wheat. By 1900 the mechanical reaper allowed him to do
the job in just 10 minutes.

John Deere and Leonard Andrus began manufacturing steel plows. A practical threshing machine
was also patented this year. Within a few years, more factory-made machinery entered the
market place which encouraged the growth of commercial farming and increased farmers’ need
for cash to buy equipment.

The first grain elevator installed in Buffalo, New York.

Sir John Lawes founded the commercial fertilizer industry by developing a process for making
superphosphate.

Irrigation began in Utah.
Two horse straddle-row cultivator patented.

Mason jars, used for home canning, invented.

4

V

4

1863

h 1862 The Homestead Act of 1862 was a landmark in the evolution of federal agriculture law. Passed by

the Republican Congress and signed by Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War, it had an idealistic
goal: it sought to shape the U.S. West by populating it with farmers. The law's Northern
supporters had pursued a vision of taming the rough frontier for several decades, as a means
both to create an agrarian base there and to break the institution of slavery that was entrenched
in the South. To achieve this end, they engineered a vast giveaway of public lands. The
Homestead Act provided 160 acres of land for a small filing fee and a modest investment of time
and effort.

Morrill Act - Originally vetoed by President Buchanan in 1859. (Buchanan said that the colleges
would be unsuccessful and that agriculture and mechanics were not college degree fields). In
1862, President Lincoln, , signed the legislation. It declared that states would receive special land
paid for by the federal government to construct a state college. This college was mainly to teach
agriculture and mechanics. As the years went by many colleges went on to develop many other
fields, which in the long run have helped our country grow and prosper.

Bureau of Agriculture - President Abraham Lincoln established the independent Department of
Agriculture to be headed by a Commissioner without Cabinet status. Lincoln called it the "people's
department." It later became a cabinet position.

Beginning in 1862, change from hand power to horse power characterized the beginning of the
late 19th century “first American agricultural revolution.”

Emancipation Proclamation Slaves were freed. Slavery soon ended with the 13th amendment.
The south “lost” its labor force as slaves but kept most of it as sharecroppers or servants. Black
Codes and Jim Crow Laws developed and kept the labor “peculiar.”

1870s Silos and deep-well drilling came into use.

1872

1874

1877

Montgomery Ward mail order catalog brings many products to consumers/farmers over rail.
Pressure increased in this era to find capital for machinery and tools, and many small farmers are
unable to keep up with the changing industry. This on top of high railroad rates caused farmers to
suffer while larger corporate farms increased and enjoyed lower shipping rates.

Joseph Glidden patented barbed wire, leading to fencing of grazing land and the end of open
range grazing and long drives.

The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry a fraternal organization for American
farmers that encourages farm families to band together for their common economic and political
well-being. Before being declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, many laws were
passed due to the efforts of the Grange (Granger Laws) in an effort to protect farmers from
railroad exploitation. The Grange still exists today.

Munn v lllinois allowed states to regulate certain businesses within their borders,
including railroads, and is commonly regarded as a milestone in the growth of federal
government regulation. Munn was one of six cases, the so-called Granger cases; the
decision focused on the question of whether or not a private company could be regulated
in the public interest. The court's decision was that it could, if the private company

could be seen as a utility operating in the public interest.

Written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School

using the 2012 College Board framework for A.P. U.S. history and notes from agclassroom.org and ushistory.org, images from shutterstock.com



A

b 1878
1881

1884

1886

1887

1887

1888

1890

1892

1900

Bland-Allison Act required the U.S. Treasury to buy a certain amount of silver and put it into
circulation as silver dollars. Though the bill was vetoed by President Rutherford B. Hayes, the
Congress overrode the veto

Hybridized corn production began.
Horse-drawn combine used in Pacific coast wheat production.

Wabash v lllinois severely limited the rights of states to control interstate commerce. It led to the
creation of the ICC

Interstate Commerce Act ; Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) was a regulatory body in the
United States created by the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887, which was signed into law by
President Grover Cleveland. The agency was abolished in 1995, and the agency's remaining
functions were transferred to the Surface Transportation Board.

Hatch Act provided for the federal funding of agricultural experiment stations in each state.
States were provided funds up to $15,000 to provide education, communication, and
experimentation for agricultural improvements.

The first long haul shipment of refrigerated [box car] foodstuffs traveled from California to N.Y.

Sherman Silver Purchase Act While not authorizing the free and unlimited coinage of silver that
the Free Silver supporters wanted, it increased the amount of silver the government was required
to purchase every month to boost the economy and cause inflation.

In this year, the labor hours for producing 100 bushels (5 acres) was 40-50 hours, down from
250-300 hours in 1830. Agriculture was largely mechanized by this point as well as
commercialized.

The first gasoline tractor was built by John Froelich.

Populists organized among poor, white cotton farmers in the South (especially North Carolina,
Alabama, and Texas) and hard-pressed wheat farmers in the Plains states (especially Kansas
and Nebraska), it represented a radical crusading form of agrarianism and hostility to banks,
railroads, and elites generally. It sometimes formed coalitions with labor unions, and in 1896
endorsed the Democratic presidential nominee, William Jennings Bryan. The terms "populist" and
"populism" are commonly used for anti-elitist appeals in opposition to established interests and
mainstream parties. The term has been used in third party formations since.

America is now industrial More people work in cities than on farms. George Washington Carver of
the Tuskegee Institute developed many new processes to improve agriculture including the
improvement of soil through crop rotation. This led to introduction of new crops including peanuts,
sweet potatoes, and soybeans which helped to diversify Southern agriculture.

Explain how actions of the federal government from 1790 to 1900 helped to
maintain continuity or foster change in United States agricultural production.
What other forces impacted agricultural continuities and changes? Evaluate the
extent to which government and other forces led to these continuities and

Written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School

using the 2012 College Board framework for A.P. U.S. history and notes from agclassroom.org and ushistory.org, images from shutterstock.com



Part II: AP Vocab

Directions: You are responsible for knowing the definition for each of these terms and
will encounter them throughout the year. | will not answer questions during multiple
choice tests regarding vocab. Know these. | will not be collecting nor checking these
vocab terms but you will need to know them.

e Affirmative Action- n. A policy or a program that seeks to redress past
discrimination through active measures to ensure equal opportunity, as in
education and employment. (American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language, 4th ed., 2009)
Agribusiness
Amend/Amendment

Amnesty

Anti-Semitism

Apartheid

Appellate

Apportionment

Arbitrate/ Arbitration

Autocratic

Autonomy

Bulwark

Bureaucracy

Capitalism

Caucus (as a noun and a verb)
Civil Liberties

Civil Rights

Coercive

Colony

Communism

Conciliatory

Condone

Conscription

Conservative

Contemptuous

Country

Coup d'etat (sometimes just coup)
Covert

Crystallized

Deflation

Demagogue

Democracy

Democrat

Demographics

Disenfranchise



Disseminating / dissemination
Dole ("on the public dole™)
Domestic
Draconian
Economics
Emigrate
Empirical
Entrepreneur
Epitaph

Epitome
Eschewed

Ethics

Ethnic

Eugenics
Evolution
Executive

Federal

“Fifth column”
Filibuster
Fundamentalism
Galvanized

GDP

Genocide
Gerrymandering (verb)
Hindrance
Immigrate
Impasse

Incarnate
Indentured servant
Indigenous
Inflation

Initiative
"Invisible hand"
Invoking

Judicial

Labor

Legislative
Liberal

Living Conditions vs. Standard of Living (these are 2 different terms that are often

confused)

Lobby (noun & verb but NOT the kind in an apartment bldg.)

Martyr
Marxism
Melting pot



Merit

Migration

Militant

Millennialism

Monarchy

Municipal / municipalities
Nationalism

Nation-state

Nuclear Proliferation
Oligarchy

Outset

Pauper / Pauperism
Petition (as a non and a verb)
Pious / Piety

Populist

Precedent

Progressive

Proliferate

Propaganda

Reactionary

Real wages (economic term)
Red Tape

Referendum

Republic

Republican

Repudiate

Rural

Segregation
Septuagenarian

Social Darwinism
Socialism

Sovereignty

Stem (verb)

Subordinate (verb)
Subjugate / subjugation
Subsidies / Subsidize
Subsistence (as in wages)
Suburban

Suffrage

Syndicates ("organized crime syndicates")
Tariff

Totalitarian

Tyranny

Unilaterally



Urban
Usurp
Vigilante

Wedlock

Keep In Mind:

1. Enjoy your summer. These few assignments should not consume all
of your free time this summer. Go climb a tree, take a swim, or stroll the
mall with your friends. You will wish for that free time during the school
year!

2. Explore history. If you take a vacation, see if you can stop at an
historical marker along the way. Or, do a little research about the place
you are visiting. Take the time to start thinking historically. History is all
around you if you allow yourself to see it!

3. Read. Try to read several books over the course of the summer. You
will do a ton of reading in this class next year and if you are not in the
habit of turning pages, it will be much more difficult to adjust. Read
fiction, if that is your choice, but try picking up a historical book as well.
There are some real page-turners about American history. Ask at the
library and they will be delighted to steer you in the right direction.

4. Write. Keep a journal for the summer, or try to write a short story.
The more you write the easier it is to write well. You will do a lot of
writing in this class. The more comfortable you are with writing the more
successful you will be.

5. Become an informed citizen. Read the newspaper. Watch CSPAN.
Try to keep updated on the world‘s events. Develop an opinion about
Obama’s successes and failures as a president. Follow the upcoming
Presidential primary races.

6. Learn your geography. Geography is going to play an important part
of this course. Do you know all 50 states? Learn them. Can you find the
major mountain ranges of the US on a map? What about rivers, oceans
and lakes? Memorize them! The more you know about geography the
farther ahead you will be. One of my favorite iPhone apps is “Stack the
States!”

7. Watch history movies! Do you really need to watch another X-Men
movie? Of course not! If you have a free evening — try to watch something
historical. Visit http://www.historyplace.com/films/index.html for
suggestions, or type —good history movie- into Google and see what
comes up!

8. Memorize the Presidents. You will need to do this for the AP exam
May, so you may as well get a jump start. Try to do them in blocks of 3:
Washington, Adams, Jefferson (pause) Madison, Monroe, Adams ...




9. Explore your family history. Stuck for a conversation starter at
dinner? Ask your elders what it was like growing up. Do they remember
any significant events in American history? How were they affected?
Youll be surprised how interesting people‘s lives really are. Check out
ancestry.com and the newly released 1940s census with your parents to
try to track your family’s past.

See you in September! Make sure to have the above assignment
completed- typed & in Google Drive as a PDF
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