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Agricultural productivity has increased in the Texas High Plains at the cost of declining water tables, putt-
ing at risk the sustainability of the Ogallala Aquifer as a principal source of water for irrigated agriculture.
This has led area producers to seek alternative practices that can increase water use efficiency (WUE)
through more careful management of water. One potential way of improving WUE is by reducing soil
evaporation (E), thus reducing overall evapotranspiration (ET). Before searching for ways to reduce E, it
is first important to quantify E and understand the factors that determine its magnitude. The objectives
of this study were (1) to quantify E throughout part of the growing season for irrigated cotton in a
strongly advective semi-arid region; (2) to study the effects of LAI, days after irrigation, and measurement
location within the row on the E/ET fraction; and (3) to study the ability of microlysimeter (ML) measures
of E combined with sap flow gage measures of transpiration (T) to accurately estimate ET when compared
with weighing lysimeter ET data and to assess the E/T ratio. The research was conducted in an irrigated
cotton field at the Conservation & Production Research Laboratory of the USDA-ARS, Bushland, TX. ET was
measured by a large weighing lysimeter, and E was measured by 10 microlysimeters that were deployed
in two sets of 5 across the interrow. In addition, 10 heat balance sap flow gages were used to determine T.
A moderately good agreement was found between the sum E + T and ET (SE = 1 mm or �10% of ET). It was
found that E may account for >50% of ET during early stages of the growing season (LAI < 0.2), signifi-
cantly decreasing with increase in LAI to values near 20% at peak LAI of three. Measurement location
within the north-south interrows had a distinct effect on the diurnal pattern of E, with a shift in time
of peak E from west to east, a pattern that was governed by the solar radiation reaching the soil surface.
However, total daily E was unaffected by position in the interrow. Under wet soil conditions, wind speed
and direction affected soil evaporation. Row orientation interacted with wind direction in this study such
that aerodynamic resistance to E usually increased when wind direction was perpendicular to row direc-
tion; but this interaction needs further study because it appeared to be lessened under higher wind
speeds.
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1. Introduction

Use of groundwater from the Ogallala aquifer as a source of irri-
gation water has transformed the High Plains into one of the larg-
est and most productive agricultural regions in the United States
[1], earning it the nickname ‘‘breadbasket of the world’’ [2]. Unfor-
tunately, the agricultural productivity of the region has come at the
cost of declining water tables, putting at risk the sustainability of
the aquifer as a principle source of water for irrigated agriculture
and other public requirements [3]. Groundwater depletion has in-
creased pumping costs and reduced well flow rates. The decrease
in profits of agricultural crop production in the region has led pro-
ducers to seek alternative practices that can increase water use
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Fig. 1. The cotton field on July 24, 2008, overlaid by an illustration of the sun zenith
and azimuth angles at the times of microlysimeter (ML) weighing. The direction of
the lines represents the azimuth, and the length of the lines is proportional to the
zenith angle, such that the higher the sun is the shorter is the line (mimicking the
length of the shadow formed by an object with a given unit height). Note that only 4
MLs are apparent in the photo, the fifth ML of this set is behind the leaves at the
upper part of the photo.
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efficiency (WUE = economic yield per unit of water used) and thus
increase the profitability of production systems. Some of these
alternatives include increasing the portion of dryland (non-irri-
gated) farming, converting back to rangelands, applying conserva-
tion tillage, utilizing precision irrigation systems, and selecting
different crops [4].

In terms of precision irrigation systems, increasing WUE is
aimed at increasing the crop’s use of applied water for growth
and production, with minimum non-productive losses. This can
be achieved by more careful consideration of the timing, frequen-
cies, amounts and application methods of water. Water losses in
agricultural systems can be attributed to runoff, deep drainage,
or evaporation from the soil. Runoff occurs when irrigation or pre-
cipitation intensity is greater than the infiltration rate of the soil
and ponded water exceeds surface storage capacity. Deep drainage
occurs when irrigation amounts exceed ET for a long enough time
to move water below the root zone. Both runoff and deep drainage
are relatively easy to manage since irrigation intensity and
amounts are controllable.

A third form of water loss is evaporation from the soil surface
(E). Management (i.e., minimization) of E has been reported by
many to potentially be an effective measure to conserve soil water
and improve crop WUE e.g. [5–7]. There is controversy regarding
the definition of E as a water loss. While many consider E as a
water loss that does not directly contribute to the production pro-
cess [5–10], some claim that E may indirectly benefit crop growth
by maintaining a micro-climate within the canopy favorable to the
growth and productivity of the plants e.g. [11–13]. Whether E is a
loss or a micro-climate moderator, it is agreed that in sparse can-
opies and row crops, especially under arid and semi-arid condi-
tions, it is a significant component of the water balance that may
account for 30–60% of seasonal total ET e.g. [14–16]. Nevertheless,
quantification of E remains a challenge.

An additional source of water loss is nocturnal transpiration (T).
While during the day T is inevitable, at night, when little to no car-
bon uptake occurs in C3 and C4 plants, transpiration can be consid-
ered as water loss. Historically, nocturnal transpiration was
assumed negligible [17], although some reports of nocturnal water
loss were already published in the mid and late 1900s [18–21]. Re-
cently, increasing evidence suggest that nighttime transpiration
can be quite substantial, ranging from 5 to 30% of the total daily
flux [22–25]. Greater rates have been reported in some extreme
cases [26]. Nevertheless, studies providing evidence of nighttime
water loss by crop canopies under field conditions are rare [24].

Numerous studies treat E and T as one combined entity referred
to as evapotranspiration (ET). The number of studies aiming at
quantifying and/or modeling ET is large enough to lead researchers
to suggest rules and recommendations on the types of documenta-
tion that should accompany ET datasets and associated products
when published [27]. Although combining E and T is expedient
for some applications, doing so obscures biological and physical
processes, which play a significant role in regulating the hydrolog-
ical cycle and obscures the potential for reducing E to improve
water utility. This realization has led to specifying the partitioning
of ET into E and T as one of six scientific challenges deemed central
to a better understanding of the ecohydrology, as well as agro-
hydrology, of water-limited environments [28]. Separation of E
and T is essential for evaluating crop growth and water use models
that attempt to model WUE [29]; such models are increasingly
needed to discriminate between alternative management schemes
for increasing WUE. Measurement of E from the soil surface of irri-
gated crops with micro-lysimeters [30–33] and estimation of T
using heat balance sap flow gages [34–36] have both been shown
to be successful. Rarely, all three components, i.e., ET, E and T were
concurrently measured. The number of studies devoted to the par-
titioning of ET into E and T is relatively small, and suitable and
appropriate field data to experimentally validate and verify models
partitioning ET into E and T are lacking [37].

The present report describes a sub-study, part of the Bushland
Evapotranspiration And Remote sensing EXperiment 2008 (BEA-
REX08) campaign [38]. The objectives of this study were (1) to
quantify E throughout the rapid vegetative growth phase of irri-
gated cotton in a strongly advective semi-arid area; (2) to study
the effects of LAI, days after irrigation, and measurement location
within the row on the E/ET fraction; and (3) to study the ability
of microlysimeter (ML) measures of E combined with sap flow gage
measures of T to accurately estimate ET, compared with weighing
lysimeter ET data.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Site description

The research was conducted at the USDA-ARS Conservation &
Production Research Laboratory, Bushland, Texas (35� 110 N –
102� 060 E, 1170 m above sea level), in the US Southern High Plains.
Measurements were concentrated in one of four lysimeter fields,
where irrigated cotton was planted on May 21, day of year (DOY)
142, 2008, with rows oriented north–south (N–S) and row spacing
of 0.76 m. Data were collected before and during the 2nd Intensive
Observation Period (IOP, July 16 to August 3, DOY 198-216, 2008)
of BEAREX08 campaign [38]). Measurements began on June 26 and
covered DOY 178-216. Measurements were spanned over a period
including crop leaf area indices ranging from <0.5 to 3 and corre-
sponding cover fractions of 0.16–0.58.

2.2. Measurements

ET was measured by a large weighing lysimeter (nominally
3 � 3 � 2.4-m deep) called the NE lysimeter. Detailed descriptions
of the lysimeter are given by Marek et al. [39], and its location
within the larger BEAREX08 campaign is described in [38]. The
lysimeter was calibrated to an accuracy of 0.04 mm in January
2008 [40]. The change in lysimeter water storage (DS, mm) was
calculated using 15-min means of the lysimeter mass converted
to storage of water in mm, referenced to an arbitrary zero storage
value. To synchronize DS with ML measurements (see below), DS
was determined from �sunrise (�07:00) to �sunset (�21:00)
and again to the next morning. ET was equal to DS, adjusted for
precipitation and irrigation events, since runoff and drainage losses



Fig. 2. Meteorological conditions during the intensive observation period (IOP). Grayed areas represent days during which soil evaporation measurements were conducted.
Soil water content at depths of 2 and 6 cm are an average of the 10 locations.
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were zero (see [40]). Irrigation depths of 15–25 mm were applied
every 2–4 days using mid elevation spray heads spaced at 1.5 m
on a lateral move irrigation system. The peak application rate
was approximately 50 mm h�1; and the irrigation application at
any one point in the field was 15–25 min in duration.

In addition to the lysimeter measurements, ET was derived
from a water balance approach using neutron probe measurements
according to methods described by Evett [41] and Evett et al. [40]
where discrepancies between the two ET measurement methods
are described. In general, it was concluded that the lysimeter
tended to slightly overestimate field ET, largely due to somewhat
greater LAI and cover fraction on the lysimeter compared to the
surrounding field. This bias in lysimeter ET was also confirmed
by Alfieri et al. [42] based on an analysis of leaf area maps gener-
ated from aircraft observations and source area footprint estimates
from eddy covariance towers sampling areas in the same field.
However, since measurements of E and T were conducted in the
immediate vicinity of the NE lysimeter, ET values from the lysim-
eter were used for this local scale comparison.

Evaporation was measured using 10 MLs made of 8-mm thick
rigid white polyvinyl chloride (PVC) tubes with 105-mm inside
diameter, 88-mm depth and metal bottoms. The low thermal con-
ductivity and white color of the plastic wall material minimizes
heat conduction by the walls, and the metal bottoms avoid imped-
ance of vertical heat transfer. These design features were proven to
improve ML accuracy [43]. Undisturbed soil cores were replaced
daily immediately after weighing at sunset. Two replicates of five
MLs each were deployed level with the soil surface along a cross
section of the interrow at distances from the row center of 0.075,
0.225, 0.375, 0.525, and 0.675 m from west to east (Fig. 1). To ob-
tain daytime and nighttime E, the MLs were manually weighed at
sunrise (�07:00) and sunset (�21:00) using an electronic scale
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with a precision of 0.1 g (equivalent to 0.01 mm water) enclosed in
a covered box to avoid wind effects on the measurements. During
two days (DOY 213 and 215), both after irrigation on the previous
day, the MLs were weighed every two hours from sunrise to sunset
to obtain a diurnal course of soil evaporation.

Transpiration from plants in an adjacent row in the field was
measured using heat balance sap flow gages [44]. Ten representa-
tive plants were selected and instrumented with sap flow gages
(models1 SGA-5, SGA-9, Dynamax, Inc., Houston, TX). The gages
were placed on the stem at least 0.05 m above the soil surface and
below any leaves and were covered with several layers of insulation
and aluminum foil to shield the gage from external heating. Approx-
imately 0.1 W of power was applied to the gage heat strips. The gage
outputs were sampled at 0.2 Hz, averaged for 30-min, and logged on
a datalogger (model CR-7, Campbell Scientific, Logan, UT). Transpira-
tion was estimated from the sap flow of five to ten plants during the
time period of 7:00–22:00. Data from identical periods were
summed when comparing E and T. Sap flow gages must fit the plant
stem tightly for successful operation, and some gage data had to be
rejected early in the experiment because of poor sensor contact with
the plant stem, which produced erroneous readings. The number of
gage data used in calculating T increased during the experiment as
plant stem diameter increased so that good sensor contact with
the stem was achieved. Transpiration was computed using an
area-based approach, i.e., the average of the selected gage outputs
was multiplied by the number of plants per sample area.

The LAI was measured periodically by taking whole plant sam-
ples from 1 m2 areas (three replicates in each field), stripping the
leaves and measuring their area with a leaf area meter (model
3100, LI-COR Environmental, Lincoln, NE). Plant height and width
were measured in three replicates in the NE field and one replicate
in the NE lysimeter.

Meteorological data (solar radiation, wind speed and direction,
air temperature and relative humidity) were acquired from a stan-
dard meteorological station over a well-watered short grass plot
adjacent to the field. Alfalfa reference evapotranspiration, ETr,
was calculated using the ASCE 2005 Penman–Monteith standard-
ized reference evapotranspiration method [45]. Soil water content
was determined using conventional TDR [46] with trifilar probes
(10 replicates) inserted horizontally into the side of a soil pit adja-
cent to the MLs at 20 and 60 mm depths after which the pit was
backfilled.

Aerodynamic resistance (ra) was computed for the NE and the
SE fields from eddy-covariance tower measurements described
by Alfieri et al. [42]. The value of ra was computed using measure-
ments of mean wind speed (u) and friction velocity (u⁄) from the
three-dimensional sonic anemometer using the expression ra = u/
u⁄2. Mean daily ra values were determined as the average of hourly
aerodynamic resistance estimates from sunrise to sunset, exclud-
ing data when friction velocity was smaller than 0.2 m s-1 since
very low u⁄ values are indicative of poor turbulent mixing and
may result in an under-measurement of the moisture flux.
3. Results and discussion

3.1. Meteorological and plant parameters

Solar radiation at the site during the IOP reached a maximum of
�1000 W m�2; the first days were partly cloudy and skies cleared
towards the end of the IOP (Fig. 2a). Daily maximum and minimum
Fig. 3. Progression of measured (a) leaf area index (LAI), (b) plant height and (c)
plant width in the NE lysimeter field during the 2008 cotton growing season.

1 The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this article is for the information
and convenience of the reader. Such use does not constitute an official endorsemen
or approval by the United States Department of Agriculture or the Agricultura
Research Service of any product or service to the exclusion of others that may be
suitable.
t
l

temperatures were �29 �C and �18 �C, respectively, at the begin-
ning of the IOP, and �32 �C and 17 �C, towards the end. The clear-
ing skies resulted in daily fluctuations�4 �C larger towards the end
of the study period (Fig. 2b). Water vapor pressure fluctuated most
of the time between �1.3 kPa and 2.2 kPa, with diel patterns often
being obscured by weather fronts. Water vapor pressure deficit
(VPD) showed a clear diel pattern with daily nighttime minimum
ranging 0–0.6 kPa and daily maximum (�noon) of 2.2–4.3 kPa.
Water vapor pressure was lowest on DOY 213, reaching a mini-
mum of 0.85 kPa at 16:45 (Fig. 2c). Wind speed at 2-m height
showed a distinct diel pattern, with calmer winds during the night,
increasing in the morning, and decreasing around sunset (Fig. 2d).
This pattern is opposite to that of diel wind speeds observed at
greater heights above the surface where nighttime wind speeds
are typically greater than daytime speeds due to better coupling
with the jet stream at night after heat-driven buoyant turbulence
has subsided [47,48]. During the IOP, winds were greater on DOY
209 and 210, followed by four days of particularly light winds. Irri-
gation and precipitation events were reflected by increases in the
soil water content (Fig. 2e). The only precipitation event during
the IOP (on DOY 210) was detected by the increase in soil water
content. The cotton was in the vegetative growth stage during



Table 1
Means and standard deviations (in parentheses) of daytime and nighttime evaporation (E) as measured by microlysimeters, daytime and nighttime evapotranspiration (ET) as
measured by the NE large weighing lysimeter (Lys), ratios of daytime and nighttime E/ET, and daytime transpiration (T) as measured using sap flow gages on four days. Also
shown are the sum of E and T for the four daytime periods during which T was measured without interference from irrigation or precipitation events, and the daytime values of
lysimeter-measured ET for comparison. Daily alfalfa reference ET (ETr) is also provided. All values of E, T, ET, and ETr are in mm; DOY means day of year; and times are in Central
Standard Time.

Date
(2008)

DOY Daytime E Nighttime
E

Daytime Lys
ET

Nighttime Lys
ET

Daytime E/
ET

Nighttime E/
ET

Daytime
T

Daytime
E + T

E + T-Lys
ET

ETr

6/26 178 2.02
(0.17)

0.13 (0.06) 3.76 0.17 0.54 0.73 8.36

6/27 179 1.57
(0.16)

0.06 (0.02) 3.34 0.12 0.47 0.49 7.53

7/15 197 0.08 (0.04) 0.23 0.36 5.33
7/16 198 1.40

(0.09)
0.12 (0.03) 5.61 0.38 0.25 0.31 5.82

7/18 200 2.69
(0.80)

6.81 0.39 7.35

7/19 201 1.90
(0.39)

0.17 (0.03) 6.44 0.45 0.30 0.37 5.94

7/20 202 1.53
(0.26)

0.13 (0.05) 7.52 0.46 0.20 0.29 8.40

7/21 203 1.12
(0.11)

0.05 (0.04) 7.07 0.42 0.16 0.12 6.28 7.40 0.33 8.04

7/22/2008 – irrigation
7/23 205 1.84

(0.15)
0.14 (0.03) 8.77 0.51 0.21 0.28 8.30 10.14 1.37 7.59

7/24 206 1.01
(0.07)

0.00 (0.03) 7.67 0.38 0.13 -0.01 8.27 9.28 1.62 8.35

7/28/2008 and 7/30/2008 – irrigation
7/31 213 1.99

(0.20)
0.12 (0.06) 9.88 0.38 0.20 0.32 7.37 9.36 �0.52 7.07

8/2 215 2.19
(0.19)

0.34 (0.08) 10.59 0.92 0.21 0.37 8.28

Mean 0.28 0.33
SD 0.13 0.19

Fig. 4. Totals of daytime and following nighttime evaporation (E) as measured by
microlyisimeters, E + T (where transpiration, T, was measured with sap flow gages)
and weighing lysimeter (Lys) ET versus days of year (DOY). Data for DOY 178 and
179 were taken before the intensive observation period began. The LAI values were
estimated from the exponential relationship shown in Fig. 3.
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the IOP (DOY 198-216) as indicated by the rapid increase in LAI,
from a mean of 0.43 on DOY 200 to a mean of 1.27 on DOY 210
and a mean of 2.93 on DOY 220 (Fig. 3a). An exponential function
described the increase in LAI with r2 = 0.99 (LAI = 8.0 � 10�09

exp[0.0898 � DOY]). Plant width increased from a mean of
0.12 m on DOY 182 to a mean of 0.29 m on DOY 200 and a mean
of 0.44 m on DOY 220 (Fig. 3c). This translates roughly to a cover
fraction change of 0.16–0.58 over the entire measurement period
considered herein and 0.29–0.58 during the IOP.
3.2. E + T = ET

Daytime and nighttime ML measurements of E were collected
on 11 days. Daytime E ranged from a high of 2.7 mm on DOY 200
to a low of 1.0 mm on DOY 206; and nighttime E ranged from
0.05 to 0.34 mm (Table 1). The small negative value of nighttime
E on DOY 206-207 was due to a rainfall event that was too small
to affect the rain gage but that was observed by the weighing
lysimeter. Sap flow was measured during daytime on DOY 203-
213 (11 days), but on only four days were there concurrent sap
flow estimates of T and ML measurements of E (Table 1, Fig. 4)
without interference from irrigation or precipitation events. When
daytime E + T data were regressed against daytime lysimeter ET
(N = 4, adjusted r2 = 0.16), neither the intercept nor slope were sig-
nificantly different from zero. Setting the intercept to zero resulted
in a statistically significant relationship (p = 0.0004) with slope of
1.08 mm/mm (SE = 1.04 mm, adjusted r2 = 0.66). The standard er-
ror of 1 mm for daytime ET ranging from 7.1 to 9.9 mm indicates
>=10% overall difference, although the sum E + T was greater than
lysimeter ET by 1.4 and 1.6 mm on DOY 205-206 (Table 1, Fig. 4).

When irrigations occurred, T was reduced due to the humidifi-
cation of the atmosphere within the canopy (Fig. 5). A secondary
effect that would have acted to reduce T was that the canopy
was cooled by the irrigation, which would have reduced the vapor
pressure gradient by depressing the sub-stomatal vapor pressure.
Decreases of in-canopy vapor pressure deficit and of corn (Zea
mays L.) T during, and shortly after, irrigation were reported by
Cavero et al. [34], Martinez-Cob et al. [35], and Tolk et al. [36]. De-
creases in T compensated for evaporation of canopy-intercepted
water, which helped to improve irrigation application efficiency.
In the present study, while T increased after the irrigation event,
absolute rates tended to not greatly exceed 0.8 mm h�1, even on
days when ET absolute rates approached or exceeded 1.2 mm h�1.
It appeared that cotton physiology and root water uptake pro-
cesses were limiting the maximum T rate.

Transpiration exceeded ET on a few occasions and was essen-
tially equal to ET on DOY 205 (Fig. 5). Given the equality ET = E + T
and since E was not negligible, values of T equal to, or larger than,



Fig. 5. Suppression of transpiration (T) during irrigation events on days of the year
204, 207 and 212, 2008. Also shown are ET and T on days before and after those
irrigations. Discontinuities in ET data are due to irrigation or precipitation (day of
year 203) events.

Fig. 6. Daily fractions of soil evaporation (E) from evapotranspiration (ET). Gray
dashed lines represent rainfall or irrigation events.

Fig. 7. Nocturnal soil evaporation (E), evapotranspiration (ET), and the fraction
E/ET. Gray dashed lines represent rainfall or irrigation events.
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ET indicate that T was likely over estimated. The problems with
comparing sap flow data to lysimeter data were that (i) the number
of plants with gages (5–10 plants) was much less than the lysime-
ter population of 135 plants, and (ii) the lysimeter plant popula-
tion, although within 30 m of the sap flow gage installation and
thinned to the same plant density, was somewhat different in phe-
nology, with plant width and height sometimes larger on the
lysimeter than in the field (Fig. 3b and c). The determination made
by Evett et al. [40] and Alfieri et al. [42] that the NE lysimeter ET
values were greater than field scale estimates of ET further sup-
ports the indication that T was over estimated by the sap flow
method, which likely derives from the areal estimation process
for converting sap flow data to T data. Dugas [49] found that
adjusting sap flow of cotton by a stem area ratio factor produced
sap flow T that was about 9% larger than lysimetrically measured
T. He noted that determining measurement accuracy was con-
founded by plant-to-plant variability. Adjustment of T on a leaf
area basis was not possible in our case because leaf area of the
plants on which sap flow gages were installed was not available.
3.3. Ratio of daily total E to ET

Daytime E averaged 28% of lysimeter ET (Table 1). The daily
fraction E/ET throughout the study period showed two phenomena
(Fig. 6). First, a steady decline of E/ET on successive days after irri-
gation or precipitation events occurred for the four events shown
in Table 1. Second, a reduction in the E/ET ratio as LAI increased
was observed. The largest values of daytime E/ET occurred on
DOY 178, before the IOP (DOY 198-215), when LAI < 0.5. The small-
est values of daytime E/ET on days immediately after irrigation or
precipitation occurred near the end of the IOP when LAI was closer
to 3. Early in the growing season, when LAI was <0.2 and canopy
cover was less than 10%, E was �50% of daily ET. As LAI approached
2, daily E on the day after irrigation or precipitation was closer to
20% of daily ET. Somewhat surprisingly, the daily E did not de-
crease greatly as LAI increased from 0.05 to nearly 3 (Fig. 4),
remaining at approximately 2 mm d�1 from DOY 178–215.

3.4. Nocturnal E, T and ET

Nighttime (21:00–07:00) ET ranged from 0.12 mm to 0.92 mm
(Fig. 7, Table 1). In comparison, Tolk et al. [23] reported mean
nighttime ET ranging from 0.52 to 0.58 mm for irrigated alfalfa
(Medicago sativa L.), with some nighttime losses approaching
2 mm, and mean nighttime ET of 0.31 and 0.41 mm for dryland
and fully irrigated cotton, respectively. On average, nighttime
lysimeter ET in the present experiment was 6% of daily totals. Sim-
ilarly to patterns observed for the total daily fluxes, nocturnal E/ET
was larger earlier in the growing season with an average of 0.61 for
DOYs 178–179, and reduced as the canopy developed with an aver-
age of 0.30 for DOYs 198–215. In comparison, total daily E/ET for
DOYs 198–215 was 0.21. This means that nocturnal transpiration
was 5% of total daily transpiration. This fraction is within the lower
reported range [22–26]. The reduction in the fraction of E with
increasing time after irrigation events was also noticeable.



Fig. 8. Soil evaporation at 5 locations across the interrow measured on days of year (a) 213 and (b) 215, 2008. Distances are in cm with distance increasing from the west side
of the interrow to the east side.

Fig. 9. Total daily evaporation (E) and daytime and nighttime E totals by position
from the west side of the interrow for days of the year 213 and 215, 2008.
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3.5. Diel dynamics of E

To better understand the dynamics of soil evaporation in a
semi-arid row-crop system, the diurnal course of E during two days
was analyzed. Measurements were made at approximately two-
hour intervals during the daylight hours for the two days, both of
them after irrigation on the previous day, which made soil water
conditions similar. Over both periods, a distinct effect of measure-
ment location on E was apparent, with a shift in time of peak E
from west to east (Fig. 8). This pattern was governed by the solar
radiation reaching the soil surface (see Fig. 1 for sun azimuth and
zenith angles at the times of measurement). In the morning, the
presence of the crop and the sun’s position formed shadows on
large fractions of the interrow, allowing for radiation to reach the
soil only at the narrow western part of the interrow. Therefore,
only the western MLs were exposed to direct solar radiation, which
drove evaporation. Near noon, sun elevation was higher with a
southerly direction (i.e., parallel to the row), and the only shaded
areas were those immediately below the canopy, resulting in a
peak E at the central ML. In the afternoon and evening, only the
eastern part of the interrow was exposed to direct solar radiation,
resulting in a peak E from the eastern MLs.

Despite the observed differences between locations in the pat-
tern of diurnal E, total daily E values were not noticeably influ-
enced by position on any of the 11 days during which E was
measured (Fig. 9). Moreover, regressions of 24-h E on ETr and on
lysimeter ET for the same 11 days both indicated no significant
correlation. This implies that E was not strongly influenced by
evaporative demand. The lack of correlation is likely due to the
strong interaction of ET with increasing plant height and LAI during
the period. To further investigate the relationship between evapo-
rative demand and E, ETr was binned in 15� directional increments
to find the vectors of strongest evaporative demand. During the
days for which measurements of E were collected, the winds and
evaporative demand were from southerly directions except for
DOY 213 and until 7:00 on DOY 214 when evaporative demand
was from the east. The ETr was 7.07 and 8.28 mm d�1 on DOY
213 and 215, respectively (Table 1), i.e., 17% larger on DOY 215.
The E values on DOY 213 and 215 were 2.1 and 2.5 mm d�1, respec-
tively, with that on DOY 215 being larger by 20%. Since soil, crop
and management conditions were similar for both days (both fol-
lowed an irrigation on the previous day), these differences may
be attributed to differences in weather conditions (Fig. 10). Solar



Fig. 10. Meteorological conditions during days of year 213 and 215, 2008, during which diurnal measurements of E were conducted: (a) solar radiation; (b) air temperature;
(c) vapor pressure deficit; and (d) wind speed (2 m above the ground).
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Fig. 11. Wind roses for the 24-h period and the nighttime on days of year (DOY) 213 and 215.
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radiation was practically the same on these two days, with a few
minor reductions due to clouds on DOY 215 (Fig. 10a). Air temper-
ature was greater during the day and somewhat smaller during the
night of DOY 213 (Fig. 10b), and vapor pressure deficit was less
throughout on DOY 215 (Fig. 10c). These conditions are expected
to result in a greater evaporative demand on DOY 213. Still, evap-
orative demand was greater on DOY 215. The likely reason for this
was the difference in wind speed magnitude being the overriding
factor in causing greater evaporative demand on DOY 215
(Fig. 10d, Table 1).

In row crops, not only wind speed is expected to affect evapora-
tion, but also wind direction. The differences in wind directions
and speeds for the two days were distinct, causing differences in
evaporative demand (Fig. 11). On DOY 213, most of the winds were
less than 2 m s�1. In the few instances in which wind speed was
greater (never more than 5 m s�1) wind direction was �east, i.e.,
perpendicular to the rows. In such a case, the rows served as wind
breaks. In contrast, on DOY 215 not only were wind speeds greater,
the strong winds came from the south, i.e., parallel to the rows, so
that wind speed in the interrow between the plants was likely
much greater than on DOY 213.

There were no data for E in the east–west (E–W) row direction
in this study. Thus we could not distinguish the effect of row orien-
tation on E in terms of wind speed and direction. However,



Fig. 12. Wind roses for days of year (DOY) 212-216 and 218 and respective aerodynamic resistances (ra) at the north–south (N–S) and east–west (E–W) row orientation fields.
A greater-than or lesser-than sign indicates a significant one-tail paired Student’s test result (p < 0.05). An equal sign indicates no significant difference (p > 0.05) in either
one- or two-tail tests.
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comparison of daytime aerodynamic resistances (ra) in both N–S
and E–W row orientations for six days (DOY 212-216 and 218)
does suggest that wind speed magnitude and direction, in relation
to the row orientation, interacted to have an effect on E (Fig. 12)
(Data for DOY 217 gave results very similar to 216 and is not
shown). It was hypothesized that rows oriented perpendicular to
the wind serve as wind breaks and thus result in larger ra relative
to rows oriented parallel to the wind. On DOY 212–214 the domi-
nant wind was from the east and was relatively low (�2–3 m/s).
DOY 215 and 216 were characterized by stronger winds (more so
on DOY 216), and predominantly from the south, while on DOY
218 the winds were again lower but were southerly, although
more variable (wind direction varying from southeast to south-
west). Based on the hypothesis, it was expected that ra would be
greater in the N–S versus E–W row oriented field on DOY 212–
214, and vice versa for DOY 215, 216, and 218. One-tailed paired
Student’s t-tests verified the hypothesis for all days except for
DOY 216, which had wind speeds exceeding 5 m s�1 over half the
day. On DOY 216, no significant difference in ra was found between
the two fields, which suggests that, for windy days, row orientation
has no measurable effect on the rate of E. However, for low to mod-
erate wind speed conditions (i.e., �1–4 m/s), rows oriented per-
pendicularly to the wind can serve as effective wind breaks and
may result in decreased turbulent transport of E.

Steiner [50,51] showed that for a 0.76-m row width planting of
a sorghum crop in Bushland, row orientation affected light
interception with N–S rows intercepting more radiation and hav-
ing smaller net radiation versus E–W rows. These observations
tend to indicate that, in terms of radiation, N–S row orientation
may result in smaller E compared to E–W row orientation. Since
wind direction is often variable from hour to hour and day to
day, the magnitude and direction of the wind can either enhance
or dampen the effects of radiation and evaporative demand on E
due to row orientation. Minimization of E is one of the ways to im-
prove WUE, thus the relative effect of row orientation on radiation
interception and inter-row aerodynamics on the magnitude of E
should be further explored.

4. Summary and conclusions

The objectives of this study were to quantify the fractions of E
and T compared to ET throughout part of the growing season of
irrigated cotton in a strongly advective semi-arid area, and to study
the effects of LAI, days after irrigation, wind direction and mea-
surement location within the row on E and the E/ET fraction.

Conclusions are:

s Soil evaporation measured with microlysimeters and canopy
transpiration measured with heat balance sap flow gages were
combined with moderate success (SE = 1 mm or �10% of lysim-
eter ET) to separate evapotranspiration into its two components
in this irrigated cotton field.
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s Depending on irrigation frequency, soil evaporation may
account for >50% of daytime evapotranspiration and >70% of
nighttime ET during early stages of plant growth (LAI = 0.02 to
�2.0). These percentages are reduced with increase in LAI,
mainly due to increase in transpiration (daily soil evaporation
remained practically the same throughout).

s Nighttime lysimeter ET was 6% of daily totals. Nocturnal E/ET
was larger earlier in the growing season, and reduced as the
canopy developed. Nocturnal transpiration was 5% of total daily
transpiration.

s Measurement location within the interrow distinctly affected
the diurnal course of soil evaporation, with a shift in the time
of peak E rate from west to east. This pattern is governed by
the solar radiation reaching the soil surface.

s Despite the diurnal variation in the spatial pattern of E, the total
daytime or nighttime E was not significantly affected by inter-
row position of the microlysimeters, indicating that microlysi-
meters may be used for daily evaporation measurement
without regard to interrow position.

s Under low to moderate wind speed conditions (�1–4 m/s),
rows oriented perpendicular to the wind served as effective
wind breaks, which was related to greater resistance to the tur-
bulent transport of E. Under higher wind speed conditions, row
orientation had no measurable effect on the rate of E. More
detailed studies under N–S and E–W row orientations and a
range of canopy cover conditions are required to assess the rel-
ative influence of the different meteorological forcings on the
magnitude of E.
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