
AIM: How did geography affect the development 
of Egyptian culture?





I. ANCIENT EGYPT
A. Egyptian civilization, formed by 3000 B.C.E. and it flourished for 2000 years before 
beginning to decline around 1000 B.C.E.
B. GEOGRAPHY 
1. Farming had developed along the Nile River by 5000 B.C.E.  Before 3200 B.C.E. the 
Egyptians, with trade and commercial influence from Mesopotamia, formed their very 
different civilization.  



2. Largely because of 
the unifying 
influence of the 
desert surrounding 
the Nile, the 
Egyptians moved 
directly from 
sedentary agricultural 
communities to large 
governmental units 
without experiencing 
city states. 





3. Egypt’s two main geographic features are the Nile and the Sahara Desert. 
Ancient Egypt was a long, narrow oasis along the river in the desert. The Nile 
was the lifeblood of the country, and the desert provided natural barriers to 
enemies permitting ancient Egyptian civilization to last for 3,000 years, the 
longest in history (3100 BCE to 30 BCE).











1. Political organization remained 
authoritarian and centralized. The unified 
state created in 3100 B.C.E. lasted for 3000 
years.  

2.The three major periods, the Old, 
Intermediate, and New Kingdoms, were 
characterized by the power of a ruler 
descended from gods and regarded as a god, 
the pharaoh.

3.Pharaoh (king)/(“Great House”)
believed to be god. Governed Egypt as an 
absolute ruler, commanded the army, & 
assured the prosperity of the Nile irrigation 
& agricultural(wheat)system. 

• Rulers acquired extensive power and
took the title pharaoh, and were believed to 
be the son of Amon-Re.



• An extensive 
bureaucracy trained in 
writing and law upheld 
his authority.  Pharaoh 
appointed regional 
governors supervised 
irrigation and the 
building of great public 
works, like the 
pyramids, by drafted 
peasant workers.  

• One pharaoh, 
Amenhotep IV, 
without success 
attempted to replace 
the many gods with a 
monotheistic religion 
under a single deity, 
Aton - hence his new  
name, Akhenaton.



What conclusions can 
we draw about Egyptian 

society based on this
Social hierarchy?



1. Egyptian society allowed upper class women more influence than they held in 
Mesopotamia, but they clearly remained a subordinate group.  The decline in the status 
of women probably occurred because their labor became less important than it had 
been in hunting-and-gathering and early agricultural societies. 







1. Religion was the pillar of Egyptian 
culture.  Many gods were worshipped 
(polytheism).  

2. Gods controlled the forces of nature and 
had the power of life and death. 









A. Hieroglyphic Writing (3000 BC) based on pictures.
1.Hieratic  Script: simpler version of hieroglyphics used to keep 
records.

I. ACHIEVEMENTS







What  ancient Egyptian
artifact

do you think this image
Illustrates?



2. 1799: the Rosetta Stone helped historians 
decipher hieroglyphics. 



B. ADVANCES IN MATH AND SCIENCE
1. Utilized geometry to calculate area and volume.



C. ART & ARCHITECTURE
1. Pyramids (used to house dead pharaohs) and temples showed 
architectural skills.
•The belief that the pharaoh was a god led to the practice of 
mummification and the construction of the pyramids-to preserve the 
pharaoh's embalmed body for eternity. 
•The pyramid tombs of the Fourth Dynasty at Gizeh are well known and 
reflect the great power and wealth of the Old Kingdom pharaohs. 









 Preserved the 
body and kept 
organs in jars.

 Wrapped the 
body in linens.

 Gold, jewels, 
and gems went 
in the tombs.

 Peasants and 
slaves died with 
Pharaoh. 

 Process took 
70 days.



After forty days the body is washed again with water 
from the Nile. Then it is covered with oils to help the 
skin stay elastic.

Finally the body is covered 
again with good-smelling oils. 
It is now ready to be wrapped in 
linen.

A priest reads spells out 
loud while the mummy 
is being wrapped. These 
spells will help ward off 
evil spirits and help the 
deceased make the 
journey to the afterlife.

The dehydrated internal organs are 
wrapped in linen and returned to 
the body. The body is stuffed with 
dry materials such as sawdust, leaves 
and linen so that it looks lifelike.



D.MEDICINE
1. Doctors diagnosed & 
cured illnesses.



2.Anatomy: world’s first autopsy.
3.Performed surgery.
4.Used herbs and minerals as medicines.






