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ALGEBRA 1 PLACEMENT EXAM 

What Is The Algebra 1 Placement Exam Study Guide? 
This is a study guide to help you strengthen the skills tested on the Algebra 1 Placement Exam.  The Algebra 1 Placement 
Exam is a district developed test based on the State’s 8th grade TEKS. 
  
The Algebra 1 Placement Exam is a timed test administered online. It is designed to provide an accurate measure of 
Algebra 1 readiness in Grand Prairie schools. Research supports the claim that by mastering skills and concepts taught in 
the 8th grade, you will be better prepared to succeed on this placement exam and in the Algebra 1 course during the 
next school year.  As a result of these findings, the Algebra 1 Placement Exam will be based on critical 8th grade concepts.   
 
This study guide covers a sample of mathematics problems that are similar to the ones used on the Algebra 1 Placement 
Exam.  It may be helpful to use TAKS study guides to help with the explanation of concepts.  Interactive online and print 
versions of TAKS study guides can be found at the following web address: 
http://perspective.pearsonaccess.com/perspective/appmanager/tx/family/ 
 

How Is This Study Guide Organized? 
This study guide is divided into the five categories tested on Algebra 1 Placement Exam.  Each category comes from the 
(NCTM) National Standards Mathematics Content and corresponds to a TAKS Objective. The specific goals for the 
categories were provided by the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  
 

NCTM Standards Corresponding TAKS Objectives 

 Number and Operation  
 Objective 1: The student will demonstrate an 

understanding of numbers, operations, and 
quantitative reasoning. 

 Patterns, Functions, and 
Algebra  

 Objective 2: The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of patterns, relationships, and algebraic 
reasoning. 

 Geometry  
 Objective 3: The student will demonstrate an 

understanding of geometry and spatial reasoning. 

 Measurement 
 Objective 4: The student will demonstrate an 

understanding of the concepts and uses of 
measurement. 

 Data Analysis, Statistics, and 
Probability 

 Objective 5: The student will demonstrate an 
understanding of probability and statistics. 

 

 
 

http://perspective.pearsonaccess.com/perspective/appmanager/tx/family/


  

Algebra 1 Placement Exam Study Guide 

3 

Algebra 1 Placement Exam Blueprint  
The Algebra Placement Exam will consist of 5 mini assessments with 6-10 questions each.  The exam will assess five 
categories for a total of 40 questions. 
 

Tested Category 
Number of 
Questions 

Automatic 
Qualification 

Conditional  
Qualification 

 
Number and Operation 
(TEKS) 8.1A,8.1B,8.1D,8.2B,8.2D 
 

10  90%  80% 

 
Patterns, Functions, and Algebra 
(TEKS) 8.3A,8.3B,8.4A,8.5A,8.5B 
 

10  90%  80% 

 
Geometry 
(TEKS) 8.6A,8,6B,8.7A,8.7B,8.7C,8.7D 
 

6  83%  67% 

 
Measurement 
(TEKS) 8.8A,8.8B,8.8C,8.9A,8.9B,8.10A,8.10B 
 

8  88%  75% 

 
Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability 
(TEKS) 8.11A,8.11B,8.12A,8.12B,8.12C,8.13B 
 

6  83%  67% 

6th grade must have 2 out 3 qualifiers (MUST BE COMMENDED) 
7th grade must have at least 1 out 3 qualifiers 

No additional 
qualifiers 
necessary 

1. Must be commended on 
Grade Level Math TAKS Test 

2. Average of first five six weeks 
grades > 90 

3. Algebra Committee 
Recommendation 
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Category 1: Number and Operation 
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Category 2: Patterns, Functions, & Algebra 
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Category 3: Geometry 
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Category 4: Measurement 
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Category 5: Data Analysis, Statistics, & Probability 
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Answer Key (part 1) 
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Answer Key (part 2) 

 


