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“My two year 
old could make 

that stuff!”





Freddie Linsky at 2 years old   (2002)





Joan Mitchell (1926-1992)
“Noél”  1962        

Auction-Sold 2020         $12.5 mm     Private



Learning to Appreciate Learning to Appreciate 
Abstract Art is Not Easy



Figurative Art is to Prose Figurative Art is to Prose 
asas

Abstract Art is to Poetry
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NonNon-Non-Objective Objective Art is Totally Objective Objective Art is Totally Art is Totally 
and and 

Exclusively Self
and 

Exclusively SelfExclusively Self-
and 

Exclusively SelfExclusively Self--referential



“Broadway Boogie-Woogie”  Piet Mondrian 1940 MOMA



Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    
(1880

Hans Hofmann    
(1880(1880-

Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    
(1880(1880-1966)



Art Student Art Student 
League

W. 57 W. 57 W. 57 st

NYC, NY



New York School

Art Students League

Hans Hofmann

“the ability to simplify means to eliminate the 

unnecessary so that the necessary may speak”



PUSH ◄► PULL



Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    
(1880

Hans Hofmann    
(1880(1880-

Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    Hans Hofmann    
(1880(1880-1966)

“The Gate”

1959

Guggenheim NYC



Hans Hans 
Hofmann    Hofmann    
(1880
Hofmann    
(1880(1880-
Hofmann    Hofmann    Hofmann    
(1880(1880-1966)

“Equinox”

1958

MOMA NYC



New York Trained Artists
Art Students League

Arshile Gorky

Max Weber

John D. Graham

Hans Hofmann

Milton Avery

Robert 
Rauschenberg

Alexander Calder

Louise Nevelson

Morris Lewis

Al Held

Mark Rothko

James Rosenquist



New York Trained Artists

Hans Hofmann

Lee Krasner 

Louise 
Nevelson

Helen 
Frankenthaler

Joan Mitchell

Larry rivers

Allan Kaprow

Red Grooms 

Wolf Kahn

Michael Goldberg

Marisol Escobar



New York City Art Scene

1935-1955





Cedar Street Tavern
24 University Place, near 8th St. NYC



David Smith, Frank O’Hara, Grace Hartigan
Robert Motherwell

Cedar Street Tavern
24 University Place, near 8th St. NYC

Grace at the Cedar  



Elaine de Kooning:

"The whole art world 
became alcoholic... We 
thought it was social 

drinking because everyone 
else did it. Everyone was 
hung over every single 

day. Everyone would have 
blackouts and repeat 

themselves and get so 
smashed they'd be 
staggering around. 

Everyone was a stand-up 
comic. It was like a ten 

year party.” 



Abstract Expressionism

Hans Hoffman    (1880-1966)

Jackson Pollock    (1912-1956)

Lee Krasner    (1908-1989)

Willem de Kooning (1904-1977)

Elaine Fried de Kooning (1920-1989)

Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

Joan Mitchell  (1926-1992)

Helen Frankenthaler (1922-2011)





Jackson Jackson 
Pollock    Pollock    
(1912
Pollock    
(1912(1912-
Pollock    Pollock    Pollock    
(1912(1912-1956
Pollock    Pollock    

19561956)

“at age 16”



Jackson Jackson 
Pollock    Pollock    
(1912
Pollock    
(1912(1912-
Pollock    Pollock    Pollock    
(1912(1912-1956)



Action 
Painting



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘Pasiphäe’  1943   MOMA,    NYC



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘Guardians of the Secret’  1943   MOMA,    San Francisco, CA



Peggy Guggenheimm (18988-8-1979)



Peggy Peggy
Guggenheim

(1898
e
8-

ee
8-1979)

“Art of This Century” 
Gallery

1942-1947



Peggy Guggenheimm (18988-8-1979)

“Mural”  1943  

Jackson Pollock  (1912-1956)

University of Iowa,  Iowa City, Iowa 



Janet  Sobel (1894-1968) 



Janet Janet 
Sobel

(1894(1894-(1894-1968)



Janet 

Sobel

(1894-1968) 

“Untitled 1”  

1944 (early)



Janet 

Sobel

(1894-1968) 

“Untitled”  

1944 (early)



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘Full Fathom 5’  1947   MOMA NYC



1949 LIFE Magazine Article



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘Lavender Mist’  1950   National Gallery, Washington, DC



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘One: Number 31’  1950   MOMA,    NYC



Jackson Pollock    Jackson Pollock    (1912(1912-(1912-1956)

‘Blue Poles’  1952   Australia



August 11, 1956   Long Islands, NY





“Pollock’s 1955 BMW M“Pollock’s 1955 BMW M-“Pollock’s 1955 BMW M-3”   2010 



Willem 
de 

Willem Willem 
de de Kooningde de KooningKooning

(1904
Kooning

(1904(1904-
KooningKooningKooning

(1904(1904-1997)



Willem de Willem de Kooning (1904(1904-(1904-1997)

“Ashville”    1948     Phillips Collection



Willem de Willem de Kooning (1904(1904-(1904-1997)

“Painting”      1948     MOMA, NYC



Willem de Willem de 
KooningKooning
(1904
Kooning
(1904(1904-
KooningKooningKooning
(1904(1904-1997)

“Woman  1”   

1950-1952

MOMA, NYC



Willem de Willem de 
Kooning

((19041904-1904-1997)

“Woman  III”   

1953

Private

(sold for $137 million)

2007



“de Kooning denigrating de Kooning”   2010



Willem de Willem de Kooning (1904(1904-(1904-1997)

“Gotham News”   1953   Albright-Knox, Buffalo, NY



Willem de Willem de 
KooningKooning
(1904
Kooning
(1904(1904-
KooningKooningKooning
(1904(1904-1997)

“Door to the River”   

1960

Whitney, NYC



Art Criticism



“Monkeys as Judges of Art”   1889   Gabriel von Max



Noted 20th Century Art Critics

Meyer Shapiro   (1904-1996)

Clement Greenberg   (1909-1994)

Harold Rosenberg   (1906-1978)

Hilton Kramer   (b 1928)

Robert Hughes   (b 1938)

Lucy Lippard   (b 1937)

Rosalind Krauss   (b 1941)

Michael Fried   (b 1939)

Jerry Saltz ( b 1951)

Terry Barrett   (b 1952)



Clement Clement 
Greenberg

(1909(1909-(1909-1994)

“kitsch”



Jackson Pollock

Clement Greenberg

Helen Frankenthaler
Lee Krasner

“Art at the Beach”

Unknown 
Child



Harold Harold 
Rosenberg

(1906(1906-(1906-1978)

“Action 

Painting”



Metropolitan Museum of New York



“The “The IrasciblesIrascibles”    ”    1950

Seated L-R

Theodore Stamos, Jimmy 
Ernst, Barnett Newman, 
James Brooks and Mark 
Rothko

Middle Row    L-R

Richard Pousette-Dart, 
William Baziotes, 
Jackson Pollock, 
Clifford Still, Robert 
Motherwell, Bradley 
Walker Tomlin

Back Row     L-R

Willem de Kooning, 
Adolph Gottlieb, Ad 
Reinhart, Hedda Sterne



Abstract Expressionists

Hans Hoffman    (1880-1966)

Jackson Pollock    (1912-1956)

Lee Krasner    (1908-1989)

Willem de Kooning (1904-1977)

Franz Kline    (1910-1962)

Philip Guston (1913-1980)

Adolph Gottlieb  (1903-1974)

Clyfford Still  (1904-1980)

Robert Motherwell (1915-1991)



“9th Street 

Show”

60 East 9th St.   
Greenwich Village

NYC

May 21- June 10, 1951



Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    (1908(1908-(1908-1989)



“This is good.  You would not know it 

was painted by a woman”

Hans Hofmann , about his student Lee Krasner



Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    
(1908

Lee Krasner    
(1908(1908-

Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    
(1908(1908-1984)

“Untitled” 

1949
MOMA   NYC



Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    
(1908

Lee Krasner    
(1908(1908-

Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    
(1908(1908-1984)

“Primal Resurgence”

1961

L.A. MOCA



Lee Krasner    Lee Krasner    (1908(1908-(1908-1984)

“Night Creatures”    1965   Metropolitan   NYC 



Elaine de Elaine de 
KooningKooning
(1920
Kooning
(1920(1920-
KooningKooningKooning
(1920(1920-1989)



Elaine
(
ElaineElaine
((Freid
Elaine
FreidFreid) 

De 
FreidFreid) (FreidFreid

De De KooningDe De KooningKooning
(1920

Kooning
(1920(1920-

KooningKooningKooning
(1920(1920-1989)

“Elaine with 

husband Willem 
de Kooning”

1952



Elaine
de 

ElaineElaine
de de Kooningde de KooningKooning

(1920
Kooning

(1920(1920-
KooningKooningKooning

(1920(1920-1989)

“Herzog #1”

1955

Private



Elaine de Kooning (1920(1920-(1920-1989)

“Sunday Afternoon”    1957    Corporate



Joan Mitchell    Joan Mitchell    (1926(1926-(1926-1992)



Joan Mitchell    Joan Mitchell    (1926(1926-(1926-1992)

Piano Mécanque”    1958   National Gallery, Washington, DC



Joan Joan 
Mitchell    Mitchell    
(1926
Mitchell    
(1926(1926-
Mitchell    Mitchell    Mitchell    
(1926(1926-1992)

“Untitled”

1956

University of 
Kentucky Art 

Museum



Joan Joan 
Mitchell    Mitchell    
(1926
Mitchell    
(1926(1926-
Mitchell    Mitchell    Mitchell    
(1926(1926-1992)

“Chamonix”

1962

Boston MFA



Grace Hartigan
(1922-2008)



Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

David Smith, Frank O’Hara, Grace Hartigan
Robert Motherwell

At Cedar Tavern,  24 University Place, near 8th St. nyc

Grace at the Cedar  



Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

Grace with Frank O’Hara



Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

“The Massacre”   1952   Kemper MOCA , Kansas city, MO



Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

“China Town”   1956   Hirschhorn, Washington, DC



Grace Hartigan (1922-2008)

“Billboard”   1957     Minneapolis I. A.



Helen Frankenthaler   (1928-2011)



Jackson Pollock

Clement Greenberg

Helen Frankenthaler
Lee Krasner

“Art at the Beach”

Unknown 
Child



Helen Frankenthaler   (1928-2011)

“Soak Stain”



Helen Frankenthaler   (1928-2011)

“Soak Stain”



Helen Frankenthaler   (1928-2011)

“Flood”   1970   Whitney Museum of American Art, NYC



Helen Frankenthaler   (1928-2011)



FOUR BOLTS SEYMOUR FEEDS

OHIO COAL READY MIX



Knight Game Pollock’s “56 BMW

Mid Summer’s Night’s Dream Usuryville




