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Color Field Painting

Mark Rothko    (1903-1970)

Barnett Newman    (1905-1970)

Clyfford Still    (1904-1980)

Robert Motherwell (1915-1991)

Ad Reinhardt     (1913-1967)



Mark 

Rothko

(1903-1970)



Mark Rothko    (1903-1970)

Exhibit at MOCA  Los Angeles



Mark 

Rothko    

(1903-1970)

‘Untitled’  1949    

Guggenheim    NYC



Mark Rothko (1903-1970)

MOMA NYC



Mark Rothko (1903-1970)

Tate Modern      London, UK



Mark 

Rothko

(1903-1970)



Mark Rothko (1903-1970)

Rothko Chapel – Houston, Texas



Barnett 

Newman   

1905-1970



Barnett Newman  1905-1970

“What is the explanation of the seemingly 

insane drive of man to be painter and poet if 

it is not an act of defiance against man’s 

fall and an assertion that he return to the 

Garden of Eden? 

For the artists are the first men.” —

Barnett Newman



Barnett Newman   1905-1970

“The Promise”    1949     Whitney, NYC



Barnett 

Newman   

1905-1970

“Be I”

1960

University of 

Houston



Clyfford

Still     

1904-1980



Clyfford Still     1904-1980

"I never wanted color to be 

color. I never wanted texture 

to be texture, or images to 

become shapes. I wanted them 

all to fuse together into a 

living spirit."



Clyfford Still     1904-1980

“Untitled”    1956     Whitney    NYC, NY



Clyfford

Still     

1904-1980

“1960R”   

1960

Hirshhorn

Washington, DC



Clyfford Still     1904-1980

Clyfford Still Museum, Denver,  CO



Clyfford Still     1904-1980

“1957D    #1”   Albright-Knox Art Museum       Buffalo, NY



“Clyfford Still Meets the Blue Bird”    2010    Sold



Robert 

Motherwell

(1915-1991)



Robert Motherwell (1915-1991)

“Most painting in the European 

tradition was painting the mask. 

Modern art rejected all that. Our 

subject matter was the person 

behind the mask.” 



Robert Motherwell (1915-1991)

“Elegies to the Spanish Republic #34”    1953

Albright-Knox   Buffalo, NY



Robert Motherwell (1915-1991)

“Elegies to the Spanish Republic #110”    1971

Guggenheim,  NYC 







Black Mountain College

1933-1957

 Anni Albers

 Willem de Kooning

 Elaine de Kooning

 Ben Shahn

 Jack Tworkov

 Robert Motherwell

 Franz Kline

 Peter Voulkos

 Josef Albers

 Buckminster Fuller

 Walter Gropius

 Albert Einstein

 John Cage

 Merce Cunningham

 Robert Rauschenberg

 Kenneth Noland

 Cy Twombly

 Kenneth Snelson

 Robert De Niro, Sr.

 Dorothea Rockbourne

 Susan Weil

 Ruth Asawa

 John chamberlain

 Joel Oppenheimer (poet)

 Ray Johnson

Faculty and Visiting 

Lecturers 
Graduates



Josef 

Albers  

(1888-1976)



Josef 

Albers  

(1888-1976)



Josef Albers     (1888-1976)

“Interaction of Color”  (1963)   Yale University



Josef 

Albers

(1888-1976)

“Study for 

Homage to the 

Square”

1967



Josef Albers (1888-1976)

“Homage to the Square”



John Cage    (1912-1992)

John Cage

& 

Merce 

Cunningham



John Cage    (1912-1992)

“Dance Macabre”    1952



"To Whom It May Concern:
The white paintings came first;
my silent piece came later."
- John Cage



Robert 

Rauschenberg  

(1925-2008)



Robert Rauschenberg    (1925-2008)

“White Painting”  1951



Robert Rauschenberg    (1925-2008)

“White Painting”  1953



Robert Rauschenberg    (1925-2008)

“Pelican”  1953



Robert 

Rauschenberg

(1925-2008)

“Erased de Kooning”  

1954

SFMOMA



Robert Rauschenberg  (1925-2008)

“Monogram”    1955      Stockholm



Robert Rauschenberg (1925-2008)

‘Canyon’

1959

National 

gallery 

washington



Robert 

Rauschenberg

(1925-2008)

“Pilgrim”

1959

Hamburg Art Museum

Hamburg, Germany



Robert 

Rauschenberg

(1925-2008)

“Portrait of Iris Clert”  

1961

Collection Ahrenberg, 

Vevey, Switzerland



Robert 

Rauschenberg

(1925-2008)

‘Dam’

1959

Hirshhorn

Washington, DC



Robert 

Rauschenberg

(1925-2008)

“Currents”

Surface Series

1972



Cy Twombly

(b.1928)



Cy Twombly (b.1928)

A fellow artist already saw the problem in 1955: 
"[Twombly's] originality," he said, "is being himself. He 
seems to be born out of our time, rather than into it." 



Cy Twombly (b.1928)

“Tizmit”   1953   Private 



Cy Twombly (b.1928)

“Bay of Naples”   1956   DIA, NY



“HAPPENINGS”

1957 to Late 1960’s



Foreground, from left, Patty Oldenburg (now Patty Mucha), Lucas Samaras and Claes Oldenburg (in green 

pants) in “Sports” in 1962. The audience for this Happening included Andy Warhol, 

“HAPPENINGS”



Allen Kaprow (1927-2006)

“the line between art and life should be as 

fluid and, perhaps, indistinctive as possible” 



Allen 

Kaprow

(1927-2006)



Happenings Contributors

George Segal –Sculptor

Carolee Schneeman – Performance Artist

Red Grooms – Assemblage artist

Jim Dine – POP artist/Performance

Robert Whitman – Theatre Artist

Claes Oldenberg – POP sculptor

Robert Rauschenberg – Assemblage 

Artist/Performance



NEO-DADA



Jasper 

Johns   

(b. 1930)



Jasper 

Johns   

(b. 1930)

“Target with Four 

Faces”

1955

MoMA, NYC



Jasper Johns   (b. 1930)

‘Three Flags’  1958     Whitney  NYC



Jasper Johns   (b. 1930)

‘Flag’  1958     Private (Sold $110 million)



Jasper 

Johns   

(b. 1930)

“White Numbers”

1957

MoMA, NYC



Jasper Johns   (b. 1930)

‘Two Beer Cans’  1960     MOMA  NYC



Jasper Johns   (b. 1930)

‘Two Beer Cans’  1960     MOMA  NYC



Jasper 

Johns   

(b. 1930)

“Lands End”

1963

SFMoMA



Jasper 

Johns   

(b. 1930)

“False Start” 

1973   

Private

“Auctioned 2008 for 

$80mm to Hedge Fund



“Art prices are determined by the meeting of 

real or induced scarcity with pure, 

irrational desire and nothing is more 

manipulatable than desire”

Robert Hughes – Art Critic



POP Art USA

Roy Lichtenstein (1923-1997)

Claes Oldenberg (b. 1929)

Jim Dine (b. 1935)

Tom Wesselmann  (1931-2004)



Roy 

Lichtenstein  

(1923-1997)



Roy 

Lichtenstein  

(1923-1997)

“The Ring”

1961

Private



Roy Lichtenstein  (1923-1997)

“Blam”  1962  Yale University



Roy Lichtenstein  (1923-1997)

“Whaam”  1963  Tate Modern



Roy 

Lichtenstein

(1923-1997)

‘Drowning Girl’

1963

MOMA



Roy Lichtenstein  (1923-1997)

“Hopeless”    1963    Lichtenstein Estate



Roy Lichtenstein  (1923-1997)

“Red Lamps”  1991  Interior Series



Claes

Oldenburg

(b. 1929)



Claes Oldenburg (b. 1929)

‘Typewriter Eraser’  1999  National 

Gallery   Washington
‘Lipstick’   1969  Yale  U.



Claes Oldenburg (b. 1929)

“Floor Cake”            1962



Claes Oldenburg (b. 1929)

“Spoon Bridge and Cherry”     1982   Walker, Minneapolis, MN



Claes Oldenburg (b. 1929)

“Three-way Plug”     1985  Allen Museum, Oberlin, OH



Jim Dine    (B. 1935)



Jim Dine    

(B. 1935)

“Flesh Striped Tie”   

1961  

Hirshhorn    

Washington, DC   



Jim Dine    (B. 1935)

“Five Feet of Colorful Tools”   1962   MOMA     NYC, NY



Jim Dine    (B. 1935)

“Child’s Blue Wall”   1962   Albright-Knox,   Buffalo, NY



Jim Dine    (b. 1935)

‘Self Portrait Next to a Colored Window’   1964    Dallas  MoA    



Jim Dine    (B. 1935)

“Meadow Hearts #1”   1971   Allen A.M.   Oberlin  



Tom 

Wesselmann    

(1931-2004)



Tom Wesselmann    (1931-2004)

“Still Life #4”    1962    Hirshhorn      Washington, DC    



Tom Wesselmann    (1931-2004)

‘Still life 

#20’

1962

Albright-

Knox

Buffalo



Tom 

Wesselmann    

(1931-2004)

“Sunset 

Nude with 

Matisse”

1962

Private



Tom Wesselmann    (1931-2004)

‘Sunset Nude with Still Life’ 1983        Gagosian Gallery NYC



Tom Wesselmann    (1931-2004)

“Smoker # 3”

1972

Haifa MoA

Haifa, Israel



James 

Rosenquist

(b. 1933)



James Rosenquist (b. 1933)

“President Elect”    1961   Pompidou,  Paris



James Rosenquist (b. 1933)

“F-111”    1964      MOMA    NYC, NY



James Rosenquist (b. 1933)

“Space Dust”    1989    National Gallery of Australia 



Wayne 

Thiebaud

(b. 1920)



Wayne Thiebaud (b. 1920)

“Cakes”  1963   National Gallery of Art   Washington, DC



Wayne Thiebaud (b. 1920)

“Three Machines”  1963   De Young Museum, San Francisco



Wayne Thiebaud (b. 1920)

“Boston Creams”  1963   De Young Museum, San Francisco



“Well, that takes the Cake”    2008


