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A s you open this book, you may be asking yourself, “What possible impact 
could the Framers of the Constitution—long gone—have on my life in the 
twenty-first century?” Why is learning about history important to the study 

of politics today? And how are the ideas of the Framers relevant for understanding 
modern political issues such as health care, immigration, and abortion rights? We be-
lieve that without knowing the history—the roots—of our government, we won’t un-
derstand how movements for political change—or reform—came to pass.

As students of the American political process, it can be challenging to identify 
what is really important and how government truly affects your lives. It is tempting to 
get caught up in key terms and definitions and miss the major themes that prevail—
not only in the American political system, but also around the world.

People like you are still the cornerstone of the political process, something we may 
forget from time to time. But your vote counts, and executing your rights as a citizen of 
the United States by taking the time to vote is an important facet of American life that 
has changed over time to include nearly all citizens, regardless of gender or race.

We hope you will challenge prevailing notions about politics, ideas that suggest 
government is bloated, inefficient, wasteful, and only for old people. We hope you 
will come to see that politics can be a good thing, and that government is only able 
to represent the interests of those who actively pursue their own voice. To this end, 
we challenge you to identify the issues that affect your everyday lives—education, 
health care, the economy, just to name a few—and take every opportunity to make 
your voices heard. Just as the Framers’ decisions in crafting a constitution live on in 
American political institutions, every decision made by policy makers today will have 
a lasting impact on your lives tomorrow.

Meet Your Authors

To the Student

Karen O’Connor is the Jonathan N. Helfat Distinguished Professor of Political Science 
and the Founder and Director Emerita of the Women & Politics Institute at American 
University. Before coming to American University, Professor O’Connor taught po-
litical science for seventeen years at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, where she 
was the first woman to receive the university’s highest teaching award. She has been 
recognized by several associations as the most outstanding woman in political science 
and public administration as well as by the Southern Political Science Association 
(SPSA) for her contributions to the discipline. She has served on the American 
Political Science Association (APSA) and SPSA councils and as chair of the Law and 
Courts and Women and Politics Research sections of the APSA.

Larry J. Sabato is the founder and director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics. 
A Rhodes Scholar, Professor Sabato has taught more than tens of thousands of students 
in his career at Oxford University, Cambridge University, and the University of Virginia. 
At the University of Virginia, he has received every major teaching award, including the 
university’s highest honor, the Thomas Jefferson Award. In 2013, Professor Sabato won 
an Emmy award for the documentary Out of Order, which he produced to highlight the 
dysfunctional U.S. Senate, and in 2014, he received a second Emmy award for the PBS 
documentary based on his New York Times bestseller The Kennedy Half-Century. Professor 
Sabato directs the Crystal Ball Web site, which has an unparalleled record of accuracy in 
predicting U.S. elections. For more information, visit http://www.centerforpolitics.org.
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•	 This country was founded with the express purpose of welcoming immigrants 
with open arms, providing safe haven from persecution in native lands. Could 
the Framers have foreseen tough immigration laws like those considered by the 
Court in Arizona v. United States (2012)?

•	 The Framers saw Congress as a body with limited powers. But modern members 
of Congress balance the roles of lawmaker, budgeter, and policy maker while also 
acting as representatives of their district, state, party, and sometimes their race, 
ethnicity, or gender. How does this affect their behavior?

•	 The Twenty-Sixth Amendment lowered the voting age to 18. Today, young people 
are becoming increasingly civically aware and engaged. Could the Framers ever 
have anticipated how demographic changes would affect public policy?

A merican Government: Roots and Reform provides students with a historical con-
text for understanding modern-day events and legislation. By drawing on 
more than 250 years of the American political experience, the text aids in-

structors and students in making comparisons between past and present. In so doing, 
it helps students realize that some of the challenges we face in American politics today 
are not new—they are simply new to us. Further, it emphasizes that by learning from 
the experiences of our predecessors, we may be better able to address these problems 
efficiently and effectively.

As instructors of American government and politics, we are faced with an  
increasingly challenging dilemma—persuading students to invest in the American 
political system at a time when trust in government is at all-time lows, and disil-
lusionment is the norm. But as we well know, this task is perhaps more important 
than ever. Our students live in a rapidly changing political landscape, in which both 
the identity of America and its role in the world are dramatically challenged and al-
tered. We explore issues the Framers could never have envisioned and how the basic 
institutions of governments have changed in responding to these new demands.

Our philosophy remains the same as always—roots and reform. By providing 
students with information about the roots of government and by explaining why it is 
important, they come to understand how their participation influences policy reforms 
today. And, we hope students will come to see that politics can be, and most often is, a 
good thing.

MYPoliscilAb™
MyPoliSciLab with Pearson eText is an online homework, tutorial, and assessment 
system that improves results by helping students better master concepts and by pro-
viding educators with a dynamic set of tools for gauging individual and class perfor-
mance. Its immersive experiences truly engage students in learning, helping them to 
understand course material, and improve their performance.

•	 News clips and historical videos bring to life chapter content and key  
moments in American government. For example, to augment coverage 
of gerrymandering, students can watch a short Associated Press report 
that explains the 2010 Republican redistricting plan known as RedMap.  
And when reading about the civil rights movement, students can watch 

To the Instructor
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an historical newsreel from the 1960s. Icons appear within the eText where 
links to these videos are located.

•	 Interactive figures and maps feature Social Explorer technology that al-
lows updates with the latest data, toggles to illustrate movement over time, 
and clickable hot spots with pop-ups of images and captions. For example, 
when learning about the 2016 presidential campaigns and election results, 
students can examine a map that shows the phenomenon of frontloading, 
or explore an interactive map of the United States that details voting laws 
and voter turnout by state. Icons appear within the eText where links to 
these interactive figures and maps are located.

•	 American Government: Roots and Reform, AP Edition, includes primary sources, 
giving students historical context relevant to the study of American govern-
ment, and helping them develop critical thinking skills.

•	 Study Plan—Practice tests help students achieve this book’s learning 
 objectives. For each chapter, there is a diagnostic pretest, a post-test, and a 
chapter exam that allow instructors to keep track of student mastery of the 
topics covered in the chapters.

•	 The Pearson eText with Chapter Audio offers a fully digital version of the 
print book and is readable on Apple iPad and Android tablets with the Pearson 
eText app. Students can highlight relevant passages and add notes.

MyPoliSciLab Preview and Adoption Access 

Upon textbook purchase, students and teachers are granted access to MyPoliSciLab 
with Pearson eText. High school teachers can obtain preview or adoption access to 
MyPoliSciLab in one of the following ways:

 

Preview Access
•	 Teachers can request preview access online by visiting www.PearsonSchool.

com/Access_Request. Select Social Studies, choose Initial Access, and com-
plete the form under Option 2. Preview Access information will be sent to 
the teacher via e-mail. 

Adoption Access
•	 With the purchase of this program, a Pearson Adoption Access Card with Instructor 

Manual will be delivered with your textbook purchase. (ISBN: 978-0-13-354087-1) 

•	 Ask your sales representative for a Pearson Adoption Access Card with Instructor 
Manual. (ISBN: 978-0-13-354087-1) 

OR

•	 Visit PearsonSchool.com/Access_Request, select Social Studies, choose Ini-
tial Access, and complete the form under Option 3—MyLab/Mastering Class 
Adoption Access. Teacher and Student access information will be sent to the 
teacher via e-mail. 

Students, ask your teacher for access.

Pearson reserves the right to change and/or update technology platforms, including possible edi-
tion updates to customers during the term of access. This will allow Pearson to continue to deliver 
the most up-to-date content and technology to customers. Customer will be notified of any change 
prior to the beginning of the new school year.
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structurAl chAnges And coverAge uPdAtes
While the 2016 election edition stays true to its historical approach and emphasis on 
currency, the overall content of the book has been significantly streamlined and short-
ened for greater readability and ease of comprehension. Instead of 18 chapters, the 
book is now 16 chapters long.

•	 In this edition, Chapter 12 on Campaigns, Elections, and Voting combines the 
coverage of Chapters 12 and 13 from the previous edition.

•	 Also in this edition, Chapter 15 on Social and Economic Policy combines the cov-
erage of Chapters 15 and 16 from the previous edition.

•	 To maintain greater focus on the core content and narrative, “The Living 
Constitution” and “Take a Closer Look” boxed features have been incorporated 
in the main text or dropped. One feature appears in every chapter—“American 
Politics in Comparative Perspective”—as a window into other systems of govern-
ment around the world.

As always, we strive to present a currency unparalleled by any other book in the 
market. American Government: Roots and Reform includes updated examples, figures, 
and tables that draw on experiences in American government in the here and now 
that are relevant to students’ lives. At the same time, the book’s historical approach 
has been strengthened with new opening vignettes and key examples. A better under-
standing of how American government has developed over time is a critical dimen-
sion that makes the content interesting to students.

•	 The entire book has been updated with examples and data from the 2016 presi-
dential election results as well as decisions from the 2015–2016 term of the 
Supreme Court.

•	 Chapter 1 has been significantly shortened. Coverage of ideology has been 
moved to Chapter 10 on Public Opinion and Political Socialization, and coverage 
of the types of government has been moved to Chapter 3 on the Federal System.

•	 Chapter 2 opens with a vignette about the Twenty-Sixth Amendment and in-
cludes a new table that lists the twenty-seven amendments by number, year, his-
torical era, main topic, and main area of impact.

•	 Chapter 3 opens with a new vignette about the Iroquois Confederacy. Coverage 
of different types of government (from Chapter 1) now appears in this chapter.

•	 Chapter 4 opens with a new vignette about the Crown v. Zenger (1735) case that set 
the standard for civil liberties and freedom of the press. It also includes updates 
of cases such as Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt (2016) and the current state of 
Roe v. Wade in 2016.

•	 Chapter 5 opens with a new vignette and photo about Harriet Tubman. Updates 
include coverage of cases such as Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) and developments 
that have expanded the rights of same-sex couples and transgender people serv-
ing in the military.

•	 Chapter 6 opens with a new vignette about the 1865 incident between 
Representative Preston Brooks and Senator Charles Sumner and includes the lat-
est results from the 2016 elections.

•	 Chapter 7 includes the results of the 2016 presidential election with a revised 
section titled “Presidential Spouses” instead of “First Ladies.” General updates 
focus on the modern aspects of the presidency and the Supreme Court decision in 
United States v. Texas (2016) about President Obama’s use of executive agreements 
as it relates to immigration.

•	 Chapter 8 opens with a new vignette about George Washington’s first cabi-
net appointees: Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Henry Knox, and 
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Edmund Randolph. The chapter includes a new section on how the bureau-
cracy is staffed.

•	 Chapter 9 opens with a new vignette about John Adams and the Judiciary Act of 
1801. Updates include coverage of cases heard in 2015–2016 and President Obama’s 
stalled nomination choice to replace Justice Antonin Scalia, Judge Merrick Garland.

•	 Chapter 10 includes the latest data from the 2016 election coverage and coverage 
of political ideology (moved from Chapter 1).

•	 Chapter 11 opens with a new vignette about the results of the 2016 presidential 
election and the role of partisan polarization in the divided electorate. The rest of 
the chapter has been updated to reflect party development in the 2016 election.

•	 Chapter 12 opens with a new vignette that highlights similarities between the 
campaigns of Theodore Roosevelt and Donald Trump and also illustrates how 
campaigns have changed over time or (in many ways) have stayed the same. In 
this edition, Chapter 12 combines coverage of campaigns, elections, and voting 
into a single chapter that reflects the latest results and data from the 2016 election.

•	 Chapter 13 has been updated to include new coverage that reflects the major pres-
ence of the Internet and social media influence in political news coverage, and 
several new figures show where different age groups obtain their news coverage; 
how media coverage of the 2016 presidential candidates might have influenced 
election outcomes; and how media outlets align with party affiliation.

•	 Chapter 14 opens with a new vignette that hearkens back to James Madison’s 
cautions over the dangers of factions in Federalist No. 10.

•	 Chapter 15 is thoroughly revised and updated and combines coverage of social 
and economic policy into a single chapter. It begins with a new vignette about the 
Affordable Care Act and includes overviews of the following topics: the policy-
making process, fiscal policy, monetary policy, health policy, education policy, 
and social welfare policy.

•	 Chapter 16 opens with a new vignette that charts U.S. foreign policy between the 
Cold War and 9/11. The rest of the chapter has been streamlined and updated to 
include coverage of the continued existence of the prison at Guantanamo Bay and 
the continuing threats by terrorist groups like ISIS.

content highlights
Every chapter in this text uses history to serve three purposes: first, to show how in-
stitutions and processes have evolved to their present states; second, to provide some 
of the color that makes information memorable; and third, to provide students with a 
more thorough appreciation of the fact that our government was born amid burning 
issues of representation and power—issues that continue to smolder today. A richer 
historical texture helps to explain the present.

With roots and reform providing the foundation from which all topics and 
concepts in this book are discussed, the text is divided into four parts. Part I, 
Foundations of Government, covers the American government’s roots, context, and 
culture. Through a discussion of the Constitution, it considers those broad concepts 
associated with government in the United States: the federal system, civil liberties, and 
civil rights. Part I sets the stage for the coverage in Part II, Institutions of Government, 
which introduces students to the institutions of government through its discussion of 
Congress, the presidency, the executive branch and the federal bureaucracy, and the 
judiciary. Political Behavior, Part III, delves into the ideas and processes that make de-
mocracy what it is: public opinion and political socialization, political parties, elections 
and voting, the campaign process, the news media, and interest groups. Part IV, Public 
Policy, rounds out the coverage with detailed discussions of domestic policy, economic 
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policy, and foreign and defense policy. Coverage in these chapters makes use of the 
most current data and debates to frame discussions of health care, energy and the envi-
ronment, education, and the United States’ role on the global political stage.

Each chapter also includes the following pedagogical features:

•	 Roots of and Toward Reform sections highlight the text’s emphasis on the impor-
tance of the history of American government as well as the dynamic cycle of reas-
sessment and reform that allows the United States to continue to evolve. Every 
chapter begins with a “Roots of” section that gives a historical overview of the 
topic at hand and ends with a “Toward Reform” section devoted to a particularly 
contentious aspect of the topic discussed.

•	 American Politics in Comparative Perspective is a new visual feature meant to 
expose readers to other systems of government around the world. Each feature 
includes a photo essay, table, figure, or map that compares some aspect of U.S. 
government to two or more countries. For example, in Chapter 2, the feature 
highlights the relative brevity of the U.S. Constitution as compared to similar 
documents in fifteen other countries. In Chapter 6, the feature examines three 
different types of legislature: unicameral, asymmetric bicameral, and symmetric 
bicameral houses. In Chapter 11, the feature compares the U.S. Electoral College 
system to others in Afghanistan, Israel, Brazil, and France. Each box concludes 
with critical thinking questions that challenge readers to consider the similarities 
and differences of each system, analyze relative advantages and disadvantages, 
and better understand America’s system as it compares with the rest of the world.
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•	 New photos capture major events from the last few years, of course, but also 
illustrate politics’ relevancy; they show political actors and processes as well 
as people affected by politics, creating a visual narrative that enhances rather 
than repeats the text. Historical photos further illustrate how the past informs 
the present.

•	 Key terms related to the chapter content are defined throughout the text to help stu-
dents identify new and important concepts and again in a comprehensive glossary.

•	 A focus on qualitative literacy helps students analyze, interpret, synthesize, 
and apply visual information—skills essential in today’s world. We receive 
information from the written and spoken word, but knowledge also comes 
in visual forms. We are used to thinking about reading text critically, but we 
do not always think about “reading” visuals in this way. A focus on qualita-
tive literacy encourages students to think about the images and informational 
graphics they will encounter throughout this text as well as those they see 
every day in the newspaper, in magazines, on the Web, on television, and in 
books. Critical thinking questions assist students in learning how to analyze 
visuals.

•	 Tables consist of textual information and/or numerical data arranged in tabu-
lar form in columns and rows. Tables are frequently used when exact informa-
tion is required and when orderly arrangement is necessary to locate and, in 
many cases, to compare the information. All tables in this edition include ques-
tions and encourage critical thinking.

•	 Charts, graphs, and maps depict numerical data in visual forms. Exam-
ples that students will encounter throughout this text are line graphs, pie 
charts, and bar graphs. Line graphs show a progression, usually over time 
(as in how the U.S. population has grown over time). Pie charts (such as 
ones showing population demographics) demonstrate how a whole (total 
American population) is divided into its parts (different racial and ethnic 
groups). Bar graphs compare values across categories, showing how propor-
tions are related to each other (as in how much money each party raised in 
presidential election years). Bar graphs can present data either horizontally 
or vertically. All charts and graphs in this edition are based on questions that 
encourage critical thinking.

•	 Some of the most interesting commentary on American politics takes place in 
the form of political cartoons. The cartoonist’s goal is to comment on and/or 
criticize political figures, policies, or events. The cartoonist uses several tech-
niques to accomplish this goal, including exaggeration, irony, and juxtaposi-
tion. For example, the cartoonist may point out how the results of governmen-
tal policies are the opposite of their intended effects (irony). In other cartoons, 
two people, ideas, or events that do not belong together may be joined to make 
a point (juxtaposition). Knowledge of current events is helpful in interpreting 
political cartoons.
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suPPleMents
For the Instructor

Most of the teacher supplements and resources for this text are also available electroni-
cally to qualified adopters on the Instructor Resource Center (IRC). Upon adoption or 
to preview, please go to www.pearsonschool.com/Access_Request and select Instructor 
Resource Center. You will be required to complete a brief one-time registration subject 
to verification of educator status. Upon verification, access information and instructions 
will be sent to you via e-mail. Once logged into the IRC, enter ISBN  0-13-461164-0 in the 
“Search Our Catalog” box to locate resources.

Instructor’s Resources includes Instructor’s Manual, Test Bank, MyTest, and 
PowerPoints.

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL Create a comprehensive roadmap for teaching class-
room, online, or hybrid courses. Designed for both new and experienced instructors, 
the Instructor’s Manual includes a sample syllabus, lecture and discussion sugges-
tions, activities for in or out of class, and essays on teaching American Government. 
Available within MyPoliSciLab or on the IRC for download.

TEST BANK Evaluate learning at every level. Reviewed for clarity and accuracy, 
the Test Bank measures this material’s learning objectives with multiple choice, true/
false, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, and essay questions. You can easily customize the 
assessment to work in any major learning management system and to match what is 
covered in your course. Available within MyPoliSciLab or on the IRC for download.

PEARSON MYTEST This powerful assessment generation program includes all of 
the questions in the Test Bank. Quizzes and exams can be easily authored and saved 
online and then printed for classroom use, giving you ultimate flexibility to manage 
assessments anytime and anywhere. To learn more, visit www.pearsonhighered.com/
mytest.

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION WITH CLASSROOM RESPONSE SYSTEM 
(CRS) Make lectures more enriching for students. The PowerPoint Presentation 
includes a full lecture script, discussion questions, and photos and figures from the 
material, and links to MyPoliSciLab multimedia. With integrated clicker questions, get 
immediate feedback on what your students are learning during a lecture. Available 
within MyPoliSciLab or on the IRC for download.
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CoRReLaTIon GuIde foR aP GoveRnmenT and PoLITICs: unITed sTaTes

aP topics
American Government: Roots and Reform,  
13/e, aP Edition

Big Idea 1: Constitutional Democracy

Enduring Understanding 1.a: A balance between 
 governmental power and individual rights has been  
a hallmark of American political development.

pp. 5, 31, 36, 64–67, 149

Enduring Understanding 1.B: The writing and ratifica-
tion of the Constitution emerged from the debate about  
weaknesses in the Articles of Confederation and was the 
product of important compromises.

Chapter 2; pp. 21–22, 40, 44–45

Enduring Understanding 1.C: The Constitution creates  
a complex and competitive  policymaking process to en-
sure the people’s will is accurately represented and that 
freedom is preserved.

Chapters 2, 15 & 16; pp. 169–171, 217–219, 361, 
362–367

Enduring Understanding 1.D:  Federalism reflects the 
dynamic distribution of power  between national and state 
governments.

Chapter 3; pp. 28, 37, 197, 195, 222

Big Idea 2:  Civil Liberties, Civil rights
Enduring Understanding 2.a:  Provisions of the Bill of 
Rights are continually being interpreted to balance the 
power of government and the civil liberties of individuals.

Chapters 4 & 5; pp. 36

Enduring Understanding 2.B:  The due process clause 
of the 14th Amendment has been interpreted to prevent 
the states from infringing  
upon basic liberties.

Chapters 4 & 5; pp. 65, 77, 97

Enduring Understanding 2.C:  The 14th Amendment’s 
“equal protection clause” has often been used to support 
the advancement of equality.

Chapters 4 & 5; pp. 92-93, 96, 98–99

Big Idea 3: american Political Culture and Beliefs
Enduring Understanding 3.a:  Citizen beliefs about  
government are shaped by the  intersection of  
demographics, political culture, and dynamic  
social change.

Chapter 10; pp. 20, 107–115, 233–237

Enduring Understanding 3.B:  Widely held political  
ideologies shape policy debates and choices in American 
politics.

Chapters 10 & 12; pp. 235, 295–299
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aP topics
American Government: Roots and Reform,  
13/e, aP Edition

Big Idea 4: Political Participation
Enduring Understanding 4.a: Public opinion is  
measured through  scientific polling and the results  
of public opinion polls influence public  policies and  
institutions.

pp. 221–225, 227–229, 230, 238–239

Enduring Understanding 4.B: The various forms of 
media provide citizens with political information and  
influence the ways in which they participate  
politically.

Chapter 13; pp. 168, 287–289, 315–317

Enduring Understanding 4.C:  Political parties, interest 
groups, and social movements provide opportunities for 
participation and influence how people relate to govern-
ment.

Chapters 11 & 14; pp. 146–148, 159, 254, 295–296, 
345–346

Enduring Understanding 4.D:  Although laws and  
amendments have expanded voting rights in the U.S., 
voting participation varies widely from election to  
election.

Chapters 10 & 12; pp. 15, 37, 97, 273, 283, 296–299, 
301–303

Enduring Understanding 4.E: The impact of federal  
policies on  campaigning and electoral rules continues to 
be contested by both sides  
of the political spectrum.

Chapter 12; pp. 27, 276, 299–303

Big Idea 5:  Interaction among Branches
Enduring Understanding 5.a: The republican ideal in 
the U.S. is  manifested in the  structure and operation of 
the legislative branch.

Chapters 6, 15 & 16; pp. 26, 29, 31, 122, 126

Enduring Understanding 5.B:  The presidency has 
been enhanced  beyond its expressed constitutional  
powers.

Chapters 7 & 8; pp. 29, 31, 161–162, 170–171,  
190–191, 346–347, 353–354

Enduring Understanding 5.C:  The design of the  
judicial branch protects the court’s  independence as a 
branch of government, and the emergence and use of 
judicial review remains a powerful judicial practice.

Chapter 9; pp. 29, 31, 196–200, 347, 354, 400

Enduring Understanding 5.D: The federal bureaucracy 
is a powerful  institution  implementing federal policies with 
sometimes questionable  accountability.

Chapter 8
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The authors would like to thank those who reviewed the text at the various stages of 
revision; they gave generously of their time and expertise and we are, as always, in 
their debt.

Karen O’Connor thanks the thousands of students in her American Government 
courses at Emory and American Universities who, over the years, have pushed her to 
learn more about American government and to have fun in the process. She especially 
thanks Jonathan and Robin Helfat for their generous support of her scholarly work. 
Her former students, too, have contributed in various ways to this project, especially 
Linda Mancillas at Georgia Gwinnett College, John R. Hermann at Trinity University, 
Sue Davis at Denison University, and Laura van Assendelft at Mary Baldwin College. 
She also thanks Professor Kent Miller for his ongoing review of the text.

For the past seven editions, Alixandra B. Yanus of High Point University offered in-
valuable assistance, unflagging support, friendship, and a keen eye to the latest trends 
in footwear—a must in a profession known for sensible shoes. First, as a student at 
American University, where she won the President’s Award for Outstanding Research, 
and next at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, her fresh perspectives on 
politics and ideas about things of interest to students, as well as her keen eye for the 
typo, her research abilities, and her unbelievably hard work, have continually made this 
a much better book. As a co-author on the last three editions, she stepped up to be an 
invaluable contributor, bringing enthusiasm and the viewpoint of a newly minted PhD 
and an outstanding, devoted classroom teacher to the book. She remains a dear friend.

Karen further acknowledges the help and encouragement of Steve Gilbert, Beth 
Mutha, Jerry Share, Christina Stayeas, and Armistead Williams III. She also is apprecia-
tive of the constant companionship of Penny Louise, who asks for nothing more than 
any dog would, and keeps Karen (and often “Aunt Ali”) from going crazy as we work 
to keep this book current and student-friendly; and her brother, TR, who starts her 
Sundays with a Starbucks mixture of soy that actually doesn’t taste that bad.

Last, but certainly not least, Karen needs to recognize the support of her daugh-
ter, Meghan O’Connor McDonogh. She grew up with this book and considers Eric 
Stano, our editor during her college and doctoral studies, to be a quasi big brother, 
which sometimes frightens Karen. And, despite her vow never to teach or coach, she 
does both at The Catholic University of America, proving that old adage that the apple 
sometimes does not fall far from the tree.

Particular thanks goes to Ray Smith at Columbia University and New York University, 
who tackled the revisions of the chapters on domestic and economic policy as well as the 
rapidly shifting landscape of foreign and defense policy for this edition. Our continued 
thanks go to Christopher Simon at the University of Utah, Glenn Hastedt of James Madi-
son University, Steven Koven at the University of Louisville, Daniel S. Papp of Kennesaw 
State University, and Kiki Caruson of the University of South Florida, whose earlier work 
on policy content continues to serve as a strong foundation.

Larry J. Sabato would like to acknowledge the 15,000-plus students from his Uni-
versity of Virginia Introduction to American Politics classes over thirty-five years 
and the many student interns at the UVA Center for Politics who have offered val-
uable suggestions and an abundance of thoughtful feedback. A massive textbook 
project like this one needs the very best assistance an author can find, and this 
author was lucky enough to find some marvelously talented people. Carah Ong 
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Whaley worked tirelessly to research the new edition and weave together beauti-
fully constructed sections on recent American politics. Her attention to detail and 
editor’s eye have refined many chapters and improved the overall flow. As always, 
the staff of the University of Virginia Center for Politics and a team of extraordi-
nary interns contributed in many important ways toward the successful completion 
of this volume, including chief of staff Ken Stroupe and communications director 
Kyle Kondik. Their commitment to excellence is also  obvious in their work for the 
Center’s Crystal Ball website (www.centerforpolitics.org/crystalball)—a very use-
ful resource in completing this volume.

In the now many years we have been writing and rewriting this book, we have 
been blessed to have been helped by many people at Pearson Education. For this edi-
tion, our editor, Jeff Marshall, has responded to our fiery personalities and endless 
ideas with a few tricks—and a whole lot of enthusiasm—of his own. We were lucky 
to have two development editors for this edition: Angela Kao brought a quiet effi-
ciency to the process; she has demonstrated great flexibility, advising us on content, 
developing facets of the digital edition, and doing all the behind-the-scenes work that 
too often goes underappreciated; Melissa Mashburn brought her editorial know-how, 
good humor, patience, enthusiasm, and careful eye to our updates and new features. 
Our thanks also go to the team at Ohlinger Publishing Services for their work on the 
interactive aspects of this revision: Debbie Coniglio, Kim Norbuta, and Natalee Sperry. 
And, we would be remiss not to thank our former editor, Eric Stano, who guided this 
book for more than ten years. We would also like to acknowledge the tireless efforts of 
the Pearson Education sales force. In the end, we hope all of these talented people see 
how much their work and support have helped us to write a better book.

Finally, the authors wish to thank the many professors and researchers who provided 
detailed feedback on how to improve content, especially John Kincaid at Lafayette Col-
lege. Additionally, we thank many other colleagues for their invaluable input during 
professional conferences and Pearson-sponsored events. They gave generously of their 
time and expertise and we are, as always, in their debt. 
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