












































State.” Cynics exaggerated when they said that the three
stages of progress in New England were “to get on, to get
honor, to get honest.”

The grudging land also left colonial New England
less ethnically mixed than its southern neighbors. Euro-
pean immigrants were not attracted in great numbers to
a site where the soil was so stony—and the sermons so
sulfurous.

Climate likewise molded New England, where the
summers were often uncomfortably hot and the winters
cruelly cold. Many early immigrants complained of the
region’s extremes of weather. Yet the soil and climate of
New England eventually encouraged a diversified agri-
culture and industry. Staple products like tobacco did
not flourish, as in the South. Black slavery, although
attempted, could not exist profitably on small farms,
especially where the surest crop was stones. No broad,
fertile expanses comparable to those in the tidewater
South beckoned people inland. The mountains ran
fairly close to the shore, and the rivers were generally
short and rapid.

And just as the land shaped New Englanders, so
they shaped the land. The Native Americans had left
an early imprint on the New England earth. They tradi-
tionally beat trails through the woods as they migrated
seasonally for hunting and fishing. They periodically
burned the woodlands to restore leafy first-growth
forests that would sustain the deer population. The
Indians recognized the right to use the land, but the
concept of exclusive, individual ownership of the land
was alien to them.

The English settlers had a different philosophy.
They condemned the Indians for “wasting” the earth
by “underutilizing its bounty and used this logic to
justify their own expropriation of the land from the
native inhabitants. Consistent with this outlook, the
Europeans felt a virtual duty to “improve” the land
by clearing woodlands for pasturage and tillage,
building roads and fences, and laying out permanent
settlements.

Some of the greatest changes resulted from the intro-
duction of livestock. The English brought pigs, horses,
sheep, and cattle from Europe to the settlements. Because
the growing herds needed ever more pastureland, the
colonists were continually clearing forests. The animals’
voracious appetites and heavy hooves compacted the soil,
speeding erosion and flooding. In some cases the
combined effect of these developments actually may
have changed local climates and made some areas even
more susceptible to extremes of heat and cold.
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Repelled by the rocks, the hardy New Englanders
turned instinctively to their fine natural harbors. Hack-
ing timber from their dense forests, they became
experts in shipbuilding and commerce. They also cease-
lessly exploited the self-perpetuating codfish lode off
the coast of Newfoundland—the fishy “gol mines of
New England,” which have yielded more wealth than all
the treasure chests of the Aztecs. During colonial days
the wayfarer seldom got far from the sound of the ax
and hammer, or the swift rush of the ship down the
ways to the sea, or the smell of rotting fish. As a
reminder of the importance of fishing, a handsome
replica of the “sacred cod” is proudly displayed to this
day in the Massachusetts Statehouse in Boston.

The combination of Calvinism, soil, and climate’in
New England made for energy, purposefulness, stern-
ness, stubbornness, self-reliance, and resourcefulness.
Righteous New Englanders prided themselves on being
God’s chosen people. They long boasted that Boston
was “the hub of the universe”—at least in spirit. A
famous jingle of later days ran,

I come from the city of Boston

The home of the bean and the cod
Where the Cabots speak only to Lowells
And the Lowells speak only to Ga

New England has had an incalculable impact on the
rest of the nation. Ousted by their sterile soil, thousands
of New Englanders scattered from Ohio to Oregon and
even Hawaii. They sprinkled the land with new commu-
nities modeled on the orderly New England town, with
its central gr~~~ and tidy schoolhouse, and its simple
town-meetin  :mocracy. “Yankee ingenuity,” originally
fostered by tuc iinty fields and comfortless climate of
New England, came to be claimed by all Americans as a
proud national trait. And the fabled “New England
conscience,” born of the steadfast Puritan heritage, left
a legacy of high idealism in the national character and
inspired many later reformers.

Th les
of all the earliest American colonists, men as well as
women, blacks as well as whites. The overwhelming
majority of colonists were farmers. They planted in the
spring, tended their crops in the summer, harvested in
the fall, and prepared in the winter 1 2 cycle
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