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What is Explora? Explora is driven 
by our core values of 

Community, 
Learning, 
Generosity, and 
Sustainability.

Explora is an innovative experiential 
learning center that provides exhibit 
activities and inquiry-based classroom 
programs to engage people of all ages with 
scienti�c phenomena. At Explora, families 
use educational, science-rich materials in 
personal spaces; they get interested in 
science by manipulating a wide range of 
physical variables and by engaging in 
shared learning. Everyone has an 
opportunity to develop his or her own 
ideas about what they are experiencing, 
and parents and teachers see their children 
as capable and interested science learners.



Community value
Community is vital to Explora, and we 
work to make Explora vital to the 
community. �rough our Community 
Partner Membership Program, Explora 
disseminates no-cost museum 
memberships to families working with 
our partner schools and organizations. 
�e program grew again this year, with 
27 new partner organizations enlisting 

over 10,000 additional families. 

One of these member moms 
describes Explora as a safe 

place she and her 
children visit often, 

and membership 
means they can 
take their time 
thoughtfully 
engaging with just 
a few exhibits, 
knowing they can 

return often to 
explore and learn 

more. She said that at 
Explora, the science her 

kids learn in school 
“comes alive.”
Partner organizations use 
the space in creative ways. 
Inspirations, an organization that 
focuses on parenting skills and 
home-based therapy, brings their 
clients to Explora to teach important 
parenting skills: engaging your 
children in playful learning, 
observing and coaching with leading 
questions, and discovering your 
child's learning style. Moms from 
Nurse Family Partnership come to 
Explora to study for their GEDs 
while their toddlers explore, and 
therapists from NM School for the 
Blind & Visually Impaired bring 
toddlers to practice using their canes.

Members comment that they are 
grateful that Explora supports their 
e�orts as parents to o�er great 
educational opportunities for 
everyone in their families. We’re 
building an enthusiasm for lifelong 
learning that continues to grow!

“This musum is second to 
NONE! What a gift, what a 
great place. Thank you!”

This year, Explora 
worked with over 92 
different community 
partners and provided 
over 10,000 
no-cost memberships 
to low-income families.  
Since 2004, Explora 
has provided 44,400 
no-cost memberships 
to low-income families. 



Partnering for success
Listen.
Welcome.  
Co-create.

�at describes Explora’s partnership 
and engagement strategy. We’re happy 
to share just a few stories of how we’ve 
partnered for success this year.

Explora and the Albuquerque Public 
Schools (APS) Title I program 
continued our highly successful Family 
Science Nights series during 30 evenings 
at Explora for over 15,000 people: 
elementary school children, their 
extended families, and their principals 
and teachers. Explora worked with 
APS to develop coaching materials that 
help teachers and parents ask inquiry 
science questions and create analogies 
as they facilitate student science 
learning during the events. Over 450 
teachers participated in professional 
development workshops on inquiry 
science prior to Family Science Nights 
this year.

Explora enhanced its materials-based, 
experiential science exhibits and 
programs with new resources, 
co-created with the New Mexico 
Autism Society, to help children and 
families a�ected by autism better 
utilize the museum’s exhibits and 
programs. New Mexico Autism Society 
held a Family Night at Explora, which 
was attended by hundreds of families 
a�ected by autism, and each family 
received a membership to Explora.

Explora and Central New Mexico 
Community College (CNM) worked 
together to provide additional learning 
opportunities for early childhood care 
providers. �ese educators learned 
about doing inquiry science with our 
youngest explorers and received 
continuing education credits. CNM 
families now can access Explora 
memberships on CNM’s South Valley 
Campus at the Cariño Toy Lending 
Library.

“Thank you! 
We need more partners

in education like Explora!”



Learning impact
�is year Explora educators worked 
from our home base in Albuquerque and 
from three new regional hubs in Taos, 
Gallup, and Las Cruces, to provide 
educational programs across New 
Mexico. An Explora regional educator 
describes a Family Science Event and how 
facilitated play can engage people with 
science, math, and engineering 
principles: “A family started building a 
hexagon-shaped hogan with blocks. 
As it grew into a huge tower, its sides 
undulated as its diameter changed, and 
the family worked to stabilize it. As the 
mom placed the top piece, everyone 
cheered. A debate ensued between 
audience, family, and facilitator about 

how to take the tower down without 
knocking the whole thing over. �e 
family decided to remove a piece from a 
wide spot near the bottom. It 
worked—the tower stayed! �en, they 
removed a block near a skinny section and 
the tower toppled. We all talked about 
why it came down when the second piece 
was removed. It was great to see people 
excited about engineering!”

“This is a great program. 
I appreciate that it is about 

exploration rather than 
a step-by-step explanation. 

The sound of awe and 
laughter says it all.”

“My students enjoyed 
themselves, mixing their 

ingredients and watching the 
reactions. They also had a blast 

making their glue (slime). My 
students had fun and asked 

‘when can we do 
science again?’”

“Our Explora educator was superb! He had an excellent 
grasp of how to engage and talk to our young students. 

He clearly enjoyed his job and had lots of enthusiasm for the 
hands-on activities, and that got our kids excited, too.”

Explora facilitated over 
2,300 educational 
programs to more than 
81,500 students this 
year. More than 27,200 
of these were served 
through off-site outreach 
programs. The number of 
students served rose by 
almost 20,000 over 
last year! 



Listen.
Welcome.  
Co-create.

�at describes Explora’s partnership 
and engagement strategy. We’re happy 
to share just a few stories of how we’ve 
partnered for success this year.

Explora and the Albuquerque Public 
Schools (APS) Title I program 
continued our highly successful Family 
Science Nights series during 30 evenings 
at Explora for over 15,000 people: 
elementary school children, their 
extended families, and their principals 
and teachers. Explora worked with 
APS to develop coaching materials that 
help teachers and parents ask inquiry 
science questions and create analogies 
as they facilitate student science 
learning during the events. Over 450 
teachers participated in professional 
development workshops on inquiry 
science prior to Family Science Nights 
this year.

Planning for the future
Program planning has deepened 
around “Cradle though Career” 
learning initiatives, from enhancing 
early childhood programs for our 
youngest learners to supporting 
STEM workforce development 
for teens.

One example is Explora’s 
Youth Intern Program, which 
o�ers high-achieving, low-
income high school students a 
2½-year internship that includes 
job skills training, mentoring, 
help with college preparation and 
application, and training to provide 
STEM programs for elementary 
school children.

�is year, Explora added new 
dimensions to its Youth Intern 
Program. Explora educators and 
interns are working together to o�er 
Teen Science Cafés that connect local 
scientists with teens and deepen 
teen interest in science careers. 
In addition, Explora is working with 

Central New Mexico Community 
College (CNM) to arrange for 
Explora youth interns to earn college 
credit through their internship 
activities, setting them on a path to 
higher education success by earning 
up to nine college credits in math, 
science, and education—an entire 
semester’s worth! Taking even ONE 
dual credit class during high school 
greatly increases a student’s 
likelihood of achieving a college 
bachelor’s degree.

Engage. 
Educate. 
Employ.



Organizational 
strength

Explora’s dollar allocations for fiscal year 2014-2015 
from audited year-end financial reports

15%

17%

22%

46%

$540,608 Exhibits

$234,519
$3,755,418 TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,735,765 Programs

$829,489 Operations

$649,556 General and 
administrative

Net
$907,875Year-end operating cash and cash equivalents:

Expenses

TOTAL REVENUE$3,989,937

6%

2%

3%

$1,942,382 Earned income*

$250,805 Foundation grants

$102,435 Corporate gifts 
and grants

$82,299 Individual 
contributions

$1,612,016 Government

49%

40%

Revenues

*Includes program fees, admissions, memberships, 
rentals, and store sales

Over 273,000 
people experienced 
Explora last year, 
up over 35,000 
from the previous 
year, and a record 
high for Explora!

Record High



Explora’s Board of Directors: Calendar Years 2014, 2015

2014 Officers

James Gill, President
Dennis Jontz, Vice President
Mary Kathleen Towle, 
   Vice President
Bernadette Miera, Vice President
Larry Sur, Treasurer
Linda Dailleboust, Secretary

2015 Officers

Dennis Jontz, President
Benjamin Gardner, Vice President
Mary Jo Daniel, Vice President
Amanda Colburn, Vice President
Larry Sur, Treasurer
Diane Kerschen, Secretary

Board Members

Kamal Ali   2014, 2015
CEO New Mexico Operations, 
   BBVA Compass

Adam Baca   2014, 2015
Principal, Baca + Redwine, CPA

Isaac Benton   2014, 2015
City Councilor, District 2,
   City of Albuquerque

Randy Burge   2014
Principal, Proactive Teams

Amanda Colburn   2014, 2015
Special Events Coordinator,
   Bernalillo County Economic  
   Development, Bernalillo County

Cody Coombs   2014, 2015
Manager, Financial Planning 
   & Analysis, PNM

Linda Dailleboust   2014
Environmental Compliance Coordinator,   
   Sandia National Laboratories

Mary Jo Daniel   2014, 2015
Director, Faculty Research 
   Development O�ce,
   University of New Mexico

Len Duda   2014, 2015
Scientist & Principal Member 
   of Technical Sta�,
   Sandia National Laboratories

Jane Flax   2014, 2015
Community Volunteer

Benjamin Gardner   2014, 2015
Partner, Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

Diane Gibson   2014
City Councilor, District 7,
   City of Albuquerque

James Gill   2014
Chief Financial O�cer, 
   Santa Fe Ingredients

Robin Marshment Henry   2014
Librarian and Records Manager,
   Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute

David Hsi   2014, 2015
Professor and Adjunct Professor Emeritus,
   New Mexico State University and
   University of New Mexico

Don Harris   2015
City Councilor, District 9,
   City of Albuquerque

Erick Johnson   2014, 2015
Principal, Johnson Commercial 
   Real Estate

Dennis Jontz   2014, 2015
Partner, Lewis and Roca, LLP

Robert Jung   2014, 2015
Retired Regional President, Wells Fargo

Diane Kerschen   2015
Associate Superintendent for 
   Elementary Education,
   Albuquerque Public Schools 

Edwin “John” Lamberty   2015
Wealth Management Group Financial 
   Advisor, Wells Fargo Advisors

Sasha Menendez   2014, 2015
Sawmill Neighborhood Association  
   Representative, Sawmill Area 
   Neighborhood Association

Bernadette Miera   2014
Cultural Services Manager,
   O�ce of Cultural Services,
   Bernalillo County

Deborah Peacock   2014
President, Peacock Myers, P.C.

Beatríz Rivera   2014, 2015
Director, Cultural Services Department,
   City of Albuquerque

Tim Schroeder   2015
Project Director, STEM Gateway,
   University of New Mexico

Larry Sur   2014, 2015
Manager, Inventory Analysis 
   and Strategy, Intel Corporation

Mary Kathleen Towle   2014, 2015
Professor of International Business,
   Anderson School of Management,
   University of New Mexico

Emeritus Directors

Jane Flax   2015
Community Volunteer

James Gill   2015
Chief Financial O�cer,
   Santa Fe Ingredients

Pauline Gubbels   2014, 2015
Retired State Representative,
   State of New Mexico Legislature

David Hsi   2015
Professor and Adjunct Professor Emeritus,
   New Mexico State University and
   University of New Mexico

Deborah Peacock   2015
President, Peacock Myers, P.C.

J. Stephen Rottler   2014, 2015
Chief Information O�cer and Vice    
   President of Science and Technology,
   Sandia National Laboratories



Premier Partners

The City of Albuquerque

Mayor Richard J. Berry

City Councilors:
Ken Sanchez
Isaac Benton
Klarissa Peña
Brad Winter
Dan Lewis

Rey Garduño
Diane Gibson
Trudy Jones
Don Harris

State of New Mexico 

Governor Susana Martinez

Lt. Governor 
John A. Sanchez

New Mexico Senate

New Mexico House 
of  Representatives

Cornerstone Partners ($100,000-$499,999)
Intel

Leadership Partners ($25,000-$99,999)
Bernalillo County
Johnson Commercial Real Estate
Lockheed Martin Corporation/
   Sandia National Laboratories
PNM
Rotary Club of Albuquerque

Contributing Partners ($10,000-$24,999)
Anesthesia Associates of  New Mexico, P.C.
Osuna Nursery, Inc.
Peacock Myers, P.C.
Thornburg Investment Management
Wells Fargo

Supporting Partners ($2,500-$9,999)
Baca + Redwine, CPA
ConocoPhillips
VanDyke Software
Whole Foods Market - Albuquerque

Corporate Donors (≤ $2,499)
ABQ Manufacturing, Inc.
Albertsons
Albuquerque Exotic Woods
Applied Technology Associates
Association of Science-Technology Centers
BBVA Compass
Bistronomy B2B
Catch a Story Productions...Imagine Reality
Century Bank
Clark's Pet Emporium
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini
Di Kavene Kapelye
Ernest Thompson Furniture
Greetings Etc. Print and Mail

iHeartMedia
Kaehr Coatings
KRQE News 13 /KASA Fox 2
La Montañita Food Co-op
Los Alamos National Bank
New Mexico Science Teachers Association
Olo Yogurt Studio
Parnall Law Firm, LLC
TCR Race Productions

Foundation Partners
Albert I. Pierce Foundation
Albuquerque Community Foundation, Jane and Doug Swift 
   Fund for Art and Education
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
BBVA Compass Foundation
The Boye Foundation, Inc.
Brindle Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation
The Cherry Picker Foundation
Fleischaker Women's Legacy Fund
General Mills Foundation
Hancock Family Foundation
Intel Foundation
Lumpkin Family Foundation
McCune Charitable Foundation
Melinda Gray Ardia Environmental Foundation
The Noyce Foundation
Robert J. Stamm and Mary Herring Fund
Sandia Foundation's Hugh and Helen Woodward 
   Fund of the Albuquerque Community Foundation
United Way of Central New Mexico Community Fund
United Way of Central New Mexico 
   Hispano Philanthropic Society
United Way of Central New Mexico Young Leaders Society
U.S. Bank Foundation



Galileo Society
The Galileo Society recognizes and honors 
those who make a financial contribution 

to Explora of  $25,000 or more.

Louis & Stacy Abruzzo
Adelmo “Del” & Rebecca Archuleta

Don & Dianne Chalmers
Kay Collins

Jim & Geri Cramer
Gertrude Dazzo

Leonard & Patricia Duda
Jane & Michael Flax
Dee & Ruth Friesen

Matt & Pauline Gubbels
H. B. & Lucille Horn

Drs. David & Kathy Hsi
William & Jan Keleher

Robert A. Levin
Mike & Donna Mullane
Bob & Betsy Murphy

Deborah Peacock & Nathan Korn
Elizabeth R. Quinn
Jack & Donna Rust

Betty Sabo
Paul Tatter

Larry D. Willard

Eames 
Society

The Eames Society recognizes and honors 
those who make a financial contribution 

to Explora of  $10,000 or more.

5 Anonymous
Rex & Barbara Allender

Nick & Sharee Estes
Kathy & David Haaland
Tim & Nadine Hendry

Dennis & Mary Ann Jontz
Richard E. Leonard

Marvin Moss
Keith Reese

J. Stephen & Lee Ann Rottler
Susan & Neal Shadoff

Thank you da Vinci 
Society

The da Vinci Society recognizes and honors 
those who make a financial contribution 

to Explora of  $100,000 or more.

Anonymous
Don & Dianne Chalmers

Kay Collins
Leonard & Patricia Duda
Matt & Pauline Gubbels
Mike & Donna Mullane

Deborah Peacock & Nathan Korn
Elizabeth R. Quinn



Individual Donors

16 Anonymous 
Anonymous, in memory of  
   Barrow Neale
Kamal Ali
Andrea Ambrosini & 
   Justin Durfee
Kathleen Anderson, Ph.D., 
   in memory of  Elmer Bass
Mary & Len Beavis
Isaac Benton
Christina Beppler
Jessica Bierner
Nancy & Cliff  Blaugrund
Donna Carmichael, 
   in honor of  Jane Flax
Pamela Chavez
Sarah & Alex Chavez
Meridith Cischke
Amanda & Brian Colburn
Cody & Christine Coombs
Jim & Geri Cramer
Dorothy Crist
Linda Dailleboust
Mary Jo Daniel & 
   Marco Wikstrom
Linda Davis
Duane & Margaret Dill
Leonard & Patricia Duda
Susan & Dan Dunne
Rita Duran
Angela Elliott
Nick & Sharee Estes
David & Frankie Ewing
Peter Falk & Rachel Coleman
Jane & Michael Flax

Rebecca Flax
Russ, Peggy, & Kitty Foos
Dee & Ruth Friesen
Ruth Gannaway
Benjamin Gardner & Tina Patel 
James & Darbi Gill
Tamara Grybko & Jim Barrera
Pauline & Matt Gubbels
Peggy Gutjahr & Meghan Kofod
Kathy & David Haaland
Don Harris
Tim & Nadine Hendry
Drs. David & Kathy Hsi
Cissy Inman
Connie & Terry Johnson, 
   in honor of  Drew Johnson
Erick & Leah Johnson
Heather & Jeremiah Johnson
Dennis & Mary Ann Jontz
Robert & Pam Jung
Teala Kail & Michael Farrington
Katrina & Todd Kerns
Diane Kerschen
John Lamberty
Kristin & David Leigh
Matt Makofske & Michael Hamilton
Gerry & Frank Manzi
Robin Marshment Henry & 
   Steve Henry
Diana & Thomas McEnnerney
John McKean
Marsha McMurray-Avila
Roger McNew & Jane Yee
Sasha Menendez & Irini Georgas

Janice Meyer
Elizabeth & Martin Miller
Cory Mitchell
Virginia & Jason Moran
Mike & Donna Mullane
Colette & Randy Nederhoff
Patsy & Michael Nelson
Christina & John Osmon
Norm & Mabel Padilla
Janice & Stuart Paster
Deborah Peacock & Nate Korn
Cynthia Phillips & Thomas Martin
Leslie Phinney
Gary Pierson
Mary & Ted Pockman
Hugh Prather
Elaine & Richard Marcus Price
Erika Rimson & David Bernstein
Beatríz Rivera
Gwenn Robinson & Dwight Burney
Judith & Norman Roderick
Arthur Rosenberg & Stella de Sa' Rego
J. Stephen & Lee Ann Rottler
Ted & Ann Rupert
Sasha & Levi Sanchez
Timothy Schroeder
Sheila & Bob Seigel
Patricia Selcher
Susan & Neal Shadoff
Michael Shanklin
Malcolm & Leora Siegel
Mary Herring Stamm, 
    in memory of  Robert Stamm
Larry & Saundra Sur

Mary Ann Sweeney & Edward Ricco
Diana Telles & Lee Baldwin
Russell Thompson
Chandler & Richard Todd
Kathleen Towle & Mauricio Ibarra
Wayne & Maryann Trott
Carl Willis
Franklin E. Wilson
Gretchen & William Winchester
Beulah Woodfin
Liz & Andrew Zucker

Memorials:

Alan C. Buck Memorial Fund
Carlos Cox Memorial Fund
Peter Froning Memorial Fund
Edith Perkins Menning 
   Memorial Fund
Thames H. Wedgewood 
   Memorial Fund
Eric Andrew Youngberg 
   Memorial Fund

Gifts in memory of:

   Elmer Bass 
   Barrow Neale
   Robert Stamm
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