
Ancient Greece 

Greek Literature and Mythology 
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Ancient Greek Literature 

• Early Greek writers created some of the world’s most 

famous stories and poems 

• Homer (a blind poet) wrote The Iliad and The Odyssey 

– Both are epic poems 

– The Iliad discusses Achilles and his role in the Trojan War 

– The Odyssey talks about Odysseus and his adventurous 

journey home 

• These poems were used in Greek schools as lessons 

• Homer’s works are considered some of the greatest 

literary works ever 



Ancient Greek Literature 

• Another famous poet was Sappho 

– She wrote her poems to go with music – lyre 

– Called lyric poems 

• Greeks wrote stories to teach lessons too 

– Fable – Short stories that teach the reader lessons 

about life 

– Aesop is the most famous fable writer from Ancient 

Greece 
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Greek Literature Today 

• Words from Ancient Greece: 

– Odyssey – Journey 

– Titanic – Large and powerful 

– Athens – Athena, goddess of wisdom 

– Atlas – A giant who held up the sky 

– Aegean Sea – Greek king Aegeus 

– Europe – Europa (Greek heroine) 

– Io (Jupiter’s moon) – A Goddess’ daughter 
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Greek Influence on Language 

• Achilles was a great 
warrior who was killed 
when an arrow struck his 
heel 

 

• Hercules was the 
strongest man an earth 
who completed 12 almost 
impossible tasks 

 

• King Midas was granted 
one wish by the god 
Dionysus, so he wished 
everything he touched 
turned to gold 

• An “Achilles Heel” is a 

person’s weak spot 

 

•When a person has a really 

hard job to do, it called a 

“Herculean” task 

 

•A person who seems to get 

rich easily is said to have a 

“Midas touch” 



Greek Gods 

• Gods were at the center of Greek life 

• Mythology played an important role in Greek 

society 

– Mythology – A collection of stories about gods and 

heroes that try to explain how the world works 

• Today, we use scientific explanations for things 

– Not the case with the Greeks, who used the gods to 

explain everything 

– The Greeks created myths to explain why the gods 

did what they did 



The Greek Gods 
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Zeus – The Ruler of the Gods 

http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/Mythology/Images/ZeusOtricoli257.jpg http://www.greekmyths-greekmythology.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/statue-of-zeus-in-olympia.gif 



Poseidon – Lord of the Sea 

http://images.fanpop.com/images/image_uploads/Poseidon-greek-mythology-687130_927_933.jpg 
http://images2.fanpop.com/image/photos/11200000/Neptune-at-Virginia-Beach-Virginia-U-S-greek-demi-gods-and-the-olympians-11299958-275-397.jpg 



Hades – Lord of the Underworld 

http://images.wikia.com/entertainment1/images/2/22/Hades2.jpg http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Hades_Altemps_Inv8584.jpg 



Hera – Queen of the Gods 

http://www.paleothea.com/Pictures/Hera.gif http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_edA0KLCR8q8/TOjbrUozZYI/AAAAAAAAAhI/OoyULpiVmvE/s1600/hera2.jpg 



Hestia – Goddess of the Hearth 

http://www.theoi.com/image/S13.1Hestia.jpg http://www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/dictionary/Dict/image/hestia.jpg 



Ares – God of War 

http://www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/dictionary/Dict/image/aresLIMC.jpg http://www.igreekmythology.com/images/Ares.jpg 



Athena – Goddess of Wisdom 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_FOIrYyQawGI/S1IorJk3oXI/AAAAAAAACiw/uZgBIEZ6HMA/s1600/Athena.jpg http://beyondthestarsastrology.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/athenagilded.jpeg 



Apollo – God of the Sun 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_zhYslC0cpbY/SlfDYZhAk-I/AAAAAAAAAEA/lWLnSvVwz6k/s400/Apollo.jpg http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_v3UI0stPKHk/S98Ay8BvcbI/AAAAAAAAACs/lqTySiCwu8c/s1600-R/apollo_rom.musaget.lg.jpg 



Aphrodite – Goddess of Love 

http://www.ancientsculpture.net/images/products/small/252.jpg http://spinarecipe.com/Blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Aphrodite.jpg 

http://tattoo-crew.blogspot.com/2011/03/aphrodite-goddess-of-love-and-beauty.html


Hermes – The Messenger God 

http://www.goddessgift.net/gods-heroes-images/hermes-statue-powdered-bronze-TL-1656.jpg http://p.arsenic.com/pi/sh220.jpg 



Artemis – Goddess of the Hunt 

http://www.theoi.com/image/S6.1Artemis.jpg http://www.travel-to-corfu.com/gallery_images/45.jpg 



Hephaestus – God of Metalworking 

http://www.webwinds.com/myth/hephaest.gif http://images.fanpop.com/images/image_uploads/Hephaestus-greek-mythology-687114_576_950.jpg 


