
AP World History Summer Assignment 2016 

 
Welcome to AP World History, we’re looking forward to meeting you in the fall. You will not have a book 

available for checkout. Instead, you will have access to PDF versions of the first three chapters. These 

assignments will assist you in building your fundamental knowledge of World History and are intended to lay 

the foundation for the first time period and subsequent material covered during the course of the year. 

 

For most of you, this is your first AP class. To be successful, you will need to stay focused and work hard. You 

should be prepared to spend 4-6 hours outside of class a week on AP World History. While this may seem 

overwhelming and daunting now, we promise you, it does get easier as long as you set aside time every day 

and don’t procrastinate.  

 

During the school year, we will explore 10,000 years of human history, learn valuable skills, and take the AP 

World History exam in May, 2017. This is an exciting and collaborative class that will allow you to look at the 

big picture of history, recognize trends (that time and time repeat themselves) and examine human 

interactions between the earth and the people which inhabit it.  

 

The purpose of this summer assignment is to get a jumpstart on the curriculum. Our new textbook has 32 

chapters which we need to cover in less than 30 weeks in order for us to have time to review before the AP 

exam. The summer assignment will also provide us with an opportunity to go more in depth on certain topics 

throughout the year.  

 

This summer assignment is due on the first day of school- August 10, 2016 

 
You will be turning in this packet which contains maps, vocabulary, SPICE charts & the chapter review 

questions. You will also staple your Cornell notes to the packet. 

 

Late assignments will not be accepted as you will be quizzed on the information from the packet on the first 

day of school. This packet will contain roughly three weeks of work. If you procrastinate and wait until summer 

is almost over, you will find it nearly impossible to finish. If you pace yourself throughout summer, this will be 

done faster than you think.  

 

We will be available intermittently throughout the summer via e-mail so please do not expect an immediate 

response. Be sure to use the website for student examples and instructions. Don’t forget to sign up for remind 

101. Just click on AP World History and the sub-tab ‘AP World History Summer Assignment 2016’. 

 

Good luck, and we’ll see you in August!          Ms. Andre- Michelle.Andre@dvusd.org 

      Ms. Roa- Candice.roa@dvusd.org 

  

  
Checklist for Completion: 

1. Chapter 1 Notes _____  4. Chapter 1 Key Terms _____  7. Map 1 _____  10. SPICE Chart _____ 

2. Chapter 2 Notes _____  5. Chapter 2 Key Terms _____  8. Map 2 _____  11. Ch. 1-3 Study Guide _____ 

3. Chapter 3 Notes _____  6. Chapter 3 Key Terms _____  9. Map 3 _____ 



 

  

HELPFUL HINT: 
The course 

description is on my 

website! Use the top 

map for Europe & 

Oceania. Use the 

bottom map for 

everything else. 

Great Basin 



 

 

 

  



  



  



 

  

Part II: Notes 
Directions: You will take Cornell style notes for 

chapters 1, 2 & 3. You will staple your 

completed notes to the back of your packet. 

Helpful Hint: 

Your section 

headings should 

take up no more 

than 1/5 of the 

page. Otherwise, 

you’re just 

wasting paper. 



 
 



 

  



Part III: Chapter Vocabulary 
Using the directions on the flashcard page, you will complete the vocabulary for the first three chapters. 

Remember, you’re not just writing the definition. You must have for each term: 

a. The page number where you found it in the chapter. 

b. The area/s of SPICE that this term fits. 

c. And the responses: 

a. Definition 

b. Explain its significance 

c. Analyzes the significance (Why is it important?) 

In the future, these will be done on flashcards. Use the student examples to help you. 

 

Chapter 1: From the Origins of Agriculture to the First River-Valley Civilizations, 8000- 1500BCE 

Civilization  
 

Culture  
 

History  
 

Stone Age  
 

Paleolithic  
 

Neolithic  
 

Foragers  
 

Agricultural 
Revolution 

 

Holocene  
 

Megaliths  
 

Sumerians  
 

Semitic  
 

City-State  
 

Babylon  
 

Hammurabi  
 

Scribe  
 

Ziggurat  
 

Amulet  
 



Cuneiform  
 

Bronze  
 

Pharaoh  
 

Ma ’at  
 

Pyramid  
 

Memphis  
 

Thebes  
 

Hieroglyphics  
 

Papyrus  
 

Mummy  
 

Harappa  
 

Mohenjo-Daro  
 

 

 

Chapter 2: New Civilizations in the Eastern & Western Hemispheres, 2200BCE- 250BCE 

Loess  
 

Shang  
 

Zhou  
 

Mandate of 
Heaven 

 
 

Confucius  
 

Daoism  
 

Yin/Yang  
 

Kush  
 

Meroë  
 

Celts  
 

Druids  
 



Olmec  
 

Chavín  
 

Llama  
 

 

Chapter 3: The Mediterranean & Middle East: 2000BCE- 500BCE 

Iron Age  
 

Hittites  
 

Hatshepsut  
 

Akhenaten  
 

Ramses II  
 

Minoan  
 

Mycenae  
 

Shaft Graves  
 

Linear B  
 

Neo-Assyrian 
Empire 

 
 

Mass 
Deportation 

 
 

Library of 
Ashurbanipal 

 
 

Israel  
 

Hebrew Bible  
 

First Temple  
 

Monotheism  
 

Diaspora  
 

Phoenicians  
 

Carthage  
 

Neo-
Babylonian 
Kingdom 

 



Part IV: Study Guide 

Chapter 1-3 Study Guide 

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences and complete thoughts. Several of these 

will be on the exam on the first day of school. 

1. Describe the conditions leading to the transition from food gathering to food cultivation. Also, briefly 

describe the differences and similarities in agriculture around the world. 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did Neolithic peoples form permanent settled communities? What were the advantages and 

disadvantages of those communities? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did the status and experience of women change as Mesopotamian society developed into a 

civilization? 

 

 

 

 

4. Explain how the first Egyptian civilization was shaped by its natural environment. 

 

 

 

 

5. Compare/contrast the civilization in the Indus Valley with the civilizations in Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The Warring States period was a time of political and social change in China. How do Daoism and 

Confucianism reflect these changes? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What was the importance of trade to the native civilizations that emerged along the Nile south of 

Egypt? 

 

 



 

 

8. What do the civilizations in China, Nubia and the Americas have in common? How were they shaped by 

long distance trade? 

 

 

 

 

9. How were the Assyrians able to conquer and control such a large and diverse empire? 

 

 

 

 

10. What factors led to Egypt losing its isolationist perspective in the Near East? 

 

 

 

 

11. What is meant by the description of Carthage as a commercial “empire”? 

 

 

 

 

12. Compare/contrast the rise of civilizations in the Aegean Sea area with the rise of earlier world 

civilizations. 

 

 

 

 

13. What were the many reasons for the nearly simultaneous collapse of several civilizations in the Middle 

East and Mediterranean during the Late Bronze Age? 

 

14. What was the importance of the Mandate of Heaven in the transition from the Shang to Zhou period? 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Explain Celtic Europe using SPICE (Social, Political, Interactions, Cultural, Economic). 

 

 

 

 



Part V: SPICE Chart 
Use the SPICE chart to break apart each chapter by their various themes.  

Theme Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 

Social Structures  

  Gender roles 
and relations  

 Family and 
kinship  

 Racial and 
ethnic 
constructions 

 Social and 
economic 
classes 

   

(Political)State-

Building, Expansion 

and Conflict  

 Political 
structures and 
forms of 
governance  

 Empires  

 Nations and 
nationalism  

 Revolts and 
revolutions 

 Regional, trans-
regional, and 
global 
structures and 
organizations 

   

Interaction Between 

Humans and the 

Environment 

 Demography 
and disease 

 Migration 

 Patterns of 
settlement 

              Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4. Cultures  

 Religions 

 Belief systems, 
philosophies 
and 
ideologies 

 Science and 
technology 

 The arts and 
architecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Economic Systems  

 Agricultural and 
pastoral 
production  

 Trade and 
commerce  

 Labor systems  

 Industrialization 

 Capitalism and 
socialism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


