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Reference List: Sample

References

Bond, A.E., Draeger, C. R. L., Mandleco, B., & Donnelly,  M. (2003). Needs of 

family members of patients with severe traumatic brain injury: Implications 

for evidence-based practice. Critical Care Nurse, 23 (4), 63-72.

Burnett, R., & Shepherd McKee, J. (2003). Technical communication. Thomson 

Nelson.

An Indian dilemma. (2008, November 13).  The Star, pp.13-18.



Rules for 
reference list

• All citations in your text must appear in your 
reference list.

• All entries in your reference list must appear as 
citations in your text.

• There must be a perfect match.



Rules for reference list (Cont’d)

• Start a new page.

• Centre the title – References - at the top of the page.

• List sources alphabetically by first author’s last name or by 
title if no author is given. Ignore ‘a, an, the’ at the beginning of 
a title when listing. 

• Numerals in titles are alphabetized as if they were spelled out.

• Omit abbreviations such as Ph.D and titles such as Professor.

• Double-space.

• Flush left the first line of the entry and indent the subsequent 
lines (i.e. use hanging indent).

• Include all sources cited in the paper—except for personal 
communications.

• Use initials rather than authors’ full first names.



• Capitalize only the first letter of book and article titles.

• Capitalize all major words in journal titles.

• Italicize titles of longer works such as books and journals.

• Do not italicize , underline or put quotation marks around the titles 
of shorter works such a journal articles or essays in edited 
collections.

• Capitalize the first word after a colon or a dash in the title.

• Capitalize proper nouns.

• Do not capitalize the first letter of the second word in a 
hyphenated compound word.

• For 21 or more authors, include the first 19 authors’ names, 
then insert 3 dots (…) and add the final author’s name.



Multiple works by the same author

1. One author: arrange chronologically

Blake, B. R. (1990)

Blake, B. R. (1993)

2. One author, same year: order by title

Blair, S. M. (2000a). Care and feeding…

Blair, S. M. (2000b). Observations…



Listing 
alphabetically

Sometimes on two references, the first author will be 
the same, but the second author will be different.

List alphabetically by the second name.

Jones, T. (1999).

Jones, T., Dion, C., & Santana, C. (1998).

Jones, T., Dion, C., & Santana, C. (2000a). The end of 
the world.

Jones, T., Dion, C., & Santana, C. (2000b). A sad end to 
the world.

Jones, T., Dion, C., & Santana, C. (2002).

Jones, T., Mathews, D., Dion, C., & Santana, C. (2001).

Jones, T., Santana, C., & Dion, C. (1999). 



Reference – Journal Article

• DOI must be in URL Format.

• Issue number is obligatory if present.

• Reproduce journal title as shown in cited work

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B.   (Date). Article title in sentence 

case. Journal Title, Volume #    (Issue #), Page #s or 

Article #. DOI URL if present

Pg. 317 - 318

Pg. 294

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal


DOIs

• Hyperlink form only 

• CrossRef (to find DOIs): https://search.crossref.org/

• If no DOI and article is from academic database, then cite 
as you would a print reference. 

Pg. 317

https://search.crossref.org/


Reference – Article with doi

Hu, J. (2007). Health-related quality of life in low-income older African 

Americans. Journal of Community Health Nursing, 24(4), 253-265. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07370010701645901 

Pg. 317

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal


Reference – Journal Article without doi from academic 
database or print

Hu, J. (2007). Health-related quality of life in low-

income older African Americans. Journal of 

Community Health Nursing, 24(4), 253-265. 

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal

Pg. 317

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal


Reference – Journal Article with Article number

Hu, J. (2007). Life in low-income older African Americans. 

Journal of Community Health Nursing, 24(4), Article

e478903. https://doi.org/10.1080/07370010701645901 

Pg. 318

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#journal


Reference – Basic Webpage

• Omit “Retrieved from” unless with retrieval date (for 
sites updated overtime without archiving)

• If author and site name are the same, omit site name

Author, A. A.    (Date).   Title of page in sentence case

and italics.   Site Name. https://xxxxxxxxxxx

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#webpage

Pg. 351 - 352

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#webpage


Reference - Webpage

National Institute of Mental Health. (2017, December). Borderline 

Personality Disorder. U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, National Institutes of Health. 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/borderline-

personality-disorder/index.shtml 

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#webpage

Pg. 351 - 352

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#webpage


Reference List – Webpage (Group author same 
as site) 

Centers for Disease Control. (n.d.). List of selected 

multistate foodborne outbreak investigations. 

https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/outbreaks/multista

te-outbreaks/outbreaks-list.html 

Pg. 351



Reference – Government Report

National Cancer Institute. (2005, September). Theory at a glance: A guide for 

health promotion practice (NIH Publication No. 05-3896). U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of 

Health. http://www.sbccimplementationkits.org/demandrmnch/wp-

content/uploads/2014/02/Theory-at-a-Glance-A-Guide-For-Health-

Promotion-Practice.pdf

Pg. 329 - 330

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#govt

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#govt


Reference –Book/e-Book with DOI

Hinshaw, A. S., Feetham, S. L., & Shaver, J. L. (1999). Handbook 

of clinical nursing research. Sage Publications. 

https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412991452

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#whole

Pg. 321

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#whole


Reference –print Book or E-book without doi from
academic database

Woodrow, P., & Roe, J. (2006). Intensive care nursing: A 

framework for practice (2nd ed.). Routledge. 

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#whole

Pg. 321

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples#whole


Referencing Asian authors
Some rules to note



Sample Referencing for Asian Authors

Name Author (s) In-text citation References

MALAY NAMES

Mohd. Ali bin Tarmizi (Mohd. Ali, 2008) Mohd. Ali Tarmizi. (2008). Citing

Asian authors. Peerson.

Exception:

Idham Merican

(Merican, 2008) Merican, I. (2008). Citing non-

western names. Peerson.

Dollah Badawi (Badawi, 2010) Badawi, D. (2010). Documenting

Asian authors. Peerson.

Aida binti Halim and 

Prof. Dr. Ilham bin 

Imran

(Aida & Ilham, 2011) Aida Halim, & Ilham Imran.        

(2011). Citing Asian writers. 

Peerson.



Sample Referencing for Asian Authors (cont’d)

Name Author (s) In-text citation References

CHINESE NAMES

Lim Chee Keong (Lim, 2008) Lim, C.K. (2008). How to cite Asian

writers. Peerson.

Richard Tan Boon Hock (Tan, 2008) Tan, R.B.H. (2008). Documenting non-

western authors. Peerson.

INDIAN NAMES

*Some Indian names 

are written with the 

father’s name initialised 

and written before the 

first name.

V. Subramaniam* (Subramaniam, 2008) Subramaniam, V. (2008). Referencing

Asian authors.  Peerson.

Krishna Sankaran (Krishna, 2008) Krishna Sankaran. (2008). 

Documenting  Asian writers.       

Peerson.

Priyanka Chopra (Priyanka, 2009) Priyanka Chopra. (2009). Documenting

local writers. Peerson.

C. Priyanka* (Priyanka, 2009) Priyanka, C. (2009). Documenting local 

writers. Peerson.

SIKH NAMES Ranjit Singh (Singh, 2008) Singh, R. (2008). How to document  

Asian authors. Peerson.



Citation 
Generators

Updated to APA 7th edition:

https://www.mybib.com/tools/apa-citation-
generator

https://www.noodletools.com/free/

https://www.citefast.com/?s=APA#_Webpage

Useful but not yet updated to APA 7th edition:

www.stylewizard.com

http://www.citationmachine.net/apa

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/citationbuilder/

http://www.bibme.org/apa

*The citation builders will probably be updated by

the middle of 2020.

https://www.mybib.com/tools/apa-citation-generator
https://www.noodletools.com/free/
https://www.citefast.com/?s=APA#_Webpage
http://www.stylewizard.com/
http://www.citationmachine.net/apa
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/citationbuilder/
http://www.bibme.org/apa


Citation Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4NBuVwtgSo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEJr4OZYWTY&t=76s

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fVv2Jt0o18

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xDdimHe1z4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4NBuVwtgSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEJr4OZYWTY&t=76s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fVv2Jt0o18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xDdimHe1z4


Citation 
Guides

 https://apastyle.apa.org/

 https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/library/support/cit
ations-and-referencing/apa-american-
psychological-association-style/#d.en.194461

 https://libguides.csudh.edu/citation/apa-7

 http://guides.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/c.php?g=27779
&p=170330

 https://library.cod.edu/citing/apa/home

 http://courseguides.trincoll.edu/c.php?g=448378&
p=3099751

 https://owll.massey.ac.nz/referencing/apa-
style.php

https://apastyle.apa.org/
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/library/support/citations-and-referencing/apa-american-psychological-association-style/#d.en.194461
https://libguides.csudh.edu/citation/apa-7
http://guides.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/c.php?g=27779&p=170330
https://library.cod.edu/citing/apa/home
http://courseguides.trincoll.edu/c.php?g=448378&p=3099751
https://owll.massey.ac.nz/referencing/apa-style.php
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Q & A
Thank you for your attention.


