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Appendix 2                 The children of William and Jane Wilson 

 

At present we do not have a definitive list of all children born, or their dates of birth. 

 

According to Laura Thomas (nee Wilson, a grand daughter) her father Joe “came from 

a large family - approx. twenty siblings, however several died in infancy” 

This may have been an exaggeration. 

 

Barry Hawke, who resides in Australia, provided from his Hawke family tree, the 

following list of 12 children (apparently not in chronological order): 

William Wilson 

Jane Wilson   

Mary Ann Wilson 

Sandy Wilson (twin) 

Frances Wilson (twin) 

Joseph Wilson 

Archibald S. Wilson 

Elizabeth (Lizzie) Wilson 

Ann Wilson 

John (Jack) Wilson 

Isobel (Bella) Wilson 

James Wilson 

 

Three of these (Jane, Sandy and Ann) have not yet been authenticated.  

However, If Laura Thomas is correct in stating that some of William and Jane’s 

children died as infants, then Barry Hawke’s list of 12 may well prove to be correct. 

 

R. I. Harding and Barrie Hawke have shared information, source at present unknown. 

A list provided by R. I. Harding agrees with Barrie Hawke.  

Harding’s list also includes some dates for the three children, who are supposed to 

have died as infants.  (Compare also with Bill Balsom’s notes, later appendix.) 

 

It is recorded on the registration of his death in 1906 that William had five living sons  

(ages: 48, 35, 29, 27 and 25) and three living daughters (ages: 39, 38 and 32.) 

They are named in his probate and match eight of the names in Barry Hawke’s list of 

12. (In the probate, “Mary Anne” is recorded in the hand-written version, and mis-

transcribed in the typed up version as “Mary Jane”.) 

 

In addition there was the daughter (Frances) who had died in 1903, aged 39. 

 

Taranaki Herald news clippings of births and marriages provide further clues: 
29-Oct 1873 B On 13th Oct at Tataraimaka to wife of W Wilson a daughter. 

2-Feb 1876 B On 27th Jan to wife of W Wilson Tataraimaka a son 

19-Jun 1878 B 18th Jun To W Wilson of Tataraimaka a son 

22-Jul 1880 B 18th Jul  to W Wilson of Tataraimaka a son 

5-Mar 1887 M 23rd Feb at Omata William, eldest son of William Wilson, to Jessie 3rd daughter John Hamilton. 

5-Nov 1904 M 12 Oct  Okato. Arch Wilson youngest son of William, to Ada eldest dau of Joseph Hart, Okato  

11-Sep 1908 M Sept 8 1908      James 4th son of William Wilson to Annie Ellis Victoria Wareham 

 

Matching all this information with a list of names found by searching BDM online, 

and in some cases checking birth registration, the following list has been constructed: 
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1858 Dec 7  William   (Birth Dec 7, no year. Could be 57.  Reg. in 

1858) 

1859 6th April  Jane   (R I Harding list.  Died 7th April 1859) 

1860 2 Feb 1860 Ann ? Mary?   (R I Harding list as “Mary”.  Died 5th Feb 1860) 

1861 

1862 

1863 September 12 Frances   (Birth registration has Francie) 

1864   Sandy   (twin to Frances, died as infant. R I Harding list.) 

1865 

1866  April 22  Mary Anne  (Birth registration has Mary) 

1867 

1868 Dec 17  Lizzy   (Birth registration has Elizabeth) 

1869 

1870 

1871 March 6  John   (Birth registration has John) 

1872 

1873 October 13 Bella   (BDM online has Isabella. Also newspaper) 

1874 

1875 

1876 January 27 Joe   (BDM online has Joseph. Also newspaper) 

1877 

1878 June 18  Jim   (BDM online has James)  d.o.b. from RI Harding 

1879 

1880 July 18  Archie   (Newspaper notice gives date of birth.)  

 

(Added to the chart, in lighter colour: information from the list of R I Harding, including birthdates, 

showing children supposed to have died as infants.). 
 

There is ample room in this timeline for the birth of Jane and Ann recorded by Barry 

Hawke, particularly during the 1860s when infant mortality was high in New 

Plymouth. According to Barry Hawke, Sandy was a twin to Frances (born 1863). 

However, BDM has no record of Jane or Ann, nor is there any record of a twin, 1863. 

 

The list of children attending Tataraimaka school in 1873:  

Frances, who would have been about 10, William, who would have been about 14 and 

Mary Anne, who would have been about 6. This also provides an interesting match.  

The eldest of the other children, Lizzie, was only about 4 years old in 1873, thus she 

and the other younger children were not registered at the school in 1873. 

If any other children had been born earlier than Mary Ann (Jane? Ann? Sandy?) then 

they must have died in infancy as they were not registered at the school in 1873. 
 

William jnr was born in New Plymouth, Dec 7 1858 (or possibly 1857) prior to the 

first Taranaki war. The informant was Joseph Hawke, Grey Distr. The Wilsons’ 

address is not given in the registration. William’s occupation is “labourer.” 

Frances was born in New Plymouth on Sept. 12th  1863.     The family was living at 

St Germaine’s Square.  William’s occupation was recorded as “sawyer”. 

Mary Ann was born, 22 April 1866, the family then lived in Mt. Edgecumbe Rd,  

New Plymouth.    (The name is recorded as “Mary”, address as “Edgecumbe St”, 

and William’s occupation  as “sawyer.”) 

Lizzie (registered as Elizabeth) was born in Tataraimaka, on Dec 17th 1868  and 

William’s occupation is now given as “farmer”. 

John (Jack) was born March 6 1871 at South Rd.  

Father’s occupation: sawyer, Tataraimaka.   

The other children were all born during the time the Wilsons farmed at Pitone Rd, 

Tataraimaka.  
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These four studio photographs are said to be children of William Wilson and Jane 

(Hawke.) Three of them are at present unidentified. Photo copies held by R I Harding. 
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William Wilson Jnr. 

 

William, first son of Jane and William Wilson Snr.,  

probably born on Dec 7, 1857 or 58, in New Plymouth.  

(Birth registration shows date of birth 7th Dec. (year not given.) Registration in 1858.) 

Married  Jessie Hamilton 23rd Feb 1887.   

Children: William Archibald 1889, Ellen 1892 

The following summary of William’s life comes from an obituary kindly supplied by 

Hawke descendant R. I. Harding: 

 

 

 
 

During the last years of the Taranaki wars, William Junior had been a member of the 

Armed Constabulary – this article claims he was the last surviving member. 

He was one of those who marched on Parihaka in 1881. 

One of his earliest recollections is sheltering with his mother “in the old church 

building opposite St Mary’s Church” during the Taranaki wars. 

During the first Taranaki war, 1860/61, there were alarms which did send women and 

children seeking shelter inside the barricades, though the town was never actually 

invaded. William can have been no older than 3 or 4 at that time. 

 

William Wilson Jnr married Jessie Hamilton and they had a son (William Archibald) 

and a daughter Ellen, who married Donald McLean in 1889. 

 

During WW1 William Jnr.’s son (William Archibald) and his son-in-law (Donald 

McLean) were both killed.  

 

(William Archibald (No. 65644) together with his cousin Arthur Richard Hawke (No. 

65624) fought at Le Quesnoy.  

R. I.  Harding believes they may have enlisted together.) 
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William Wilson Jnr Thought to be William Archibald Wilson, 

son of William Jnr and Jessie. 
 

 

 
William Wilson Jnr and wife Jessie (Hamilton).         L: daughter Ellen   R son William Archibald 

 

Photo copies held by R. I.  Harding 
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Jessie (Hamilton) Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ellen, parents William Jnr and Jessie, William Archibald Wilson 

 

Photo copies held by R. I.  Harding 

 

William Archibald Wilson who was killed in WW1 had a photograph of his young 

family in his wallet at the time of his death. (See following photograph.) 
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William Archibald Wilson, Military Medal, son of William Wilson Jnr. was killed in 

action in France, WW1, shortly before the armistice. 

 

Photo copies from R. I. Harding. 
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(File provided by R. I. Harding) 
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John and Elsie Wilson of Ratapiko. 

 

John, second son of Jane and William Wilson Snr.  

born March 6 1871.  

 

John (farmer) married Elsie Oney Hitchcock, school teacher of Tataraimaka in 1901.  

The couple moved to Ratapiko (a small town in Taranaki, between Inglewood and 

Stratford.) Newspaper articles inform us that (unusual for the time) Elsie continued 

her occupation as a school teacher.  

Children: Elsie Vera 1901 and Myra Jane 1904.  

John Wilson died 1927 from electrocution while climbing through a fence on which a 

power line had fallen.   

 

Mrs Wilson school teacher at Ratapiko 

Taranaki Herald 22 April 1907 

 

 
 

Mrs Wilson broken arm 

Hawera and Normaby Star   18th Feb 1909 

 
 

Prize for penmanship  Vera Wilson (born 1901) 

Hawera and Normanby Star 26th June 1913 
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Hawera and Normanby Star 27th  Nov 1913 

 
 

Penmanship again. This time Myra (born in 1904) 

Hawera and Normanby Star 5th July 1916 

 
 

John Wilson died.                     Evening Post 16th March 1927  

 

 
 

Inquest                                      Auckland Star 16th March 1927 
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Compensation                              Auckland Star 2nd December 1927 
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Joseph (Joe) 

 

Joseph , third son of Jane and William Wilson Snr.  

Born Jan 27 1876        

Married Myrtle Hope Penwarden,1906.   

Children: Lewis Victor 1907, Laura Myrtle 1908, Ruby May 1911.  
 

From “Okato, Tataraimaka, Puniho Districts. Their Stories Told” by Irene Waswo: 

 

“Joe Wilson was a carpenter and interior decorator in partnership with Carl Humphrey 

and Sid Hart. ….” 

“Joe Wilson was the son of Jane and William Wilson who farmed on Upper Pitone Rd, 

Tataraimaka. They were the proud owners of  of “The Park” Pitone Rd, where many 

enjoyable picnics and parties were held.  Hours of toil were put into creating this 

picturesque area of lake, boatshed and gardens. There were two bridges, a small one 

going over to an island with gardens, and a larger bridge at the top of the lake over the 

stream that ran into the lake.  

In his younger days Joe was a distinguished violin player and entertained at many 

social gatherings in the district. He was also a keen fisherman, gardener and rifle 

shooter, where he won a lovely chiming clock for his shooting expertise. Laura’s 

mother (referring to Myrtle Hope Penwarden) came from a large family of 

Penwardens and they farmed on Lower Pitone Rd. Myrtle was a lovely cook and a 

very house-proud lady. Joe Wilson died in 1956 and Laura’s mother Myrtle died on 

22 June 1968…………...” 

 

These notes, recorded by Irene Waswo, came from Laura Myrtle Thomas, daughter of 

Joe Wilson. 

 

“The Park” referred to has been discussed in the section headed “Wilson’s Lake”. 

 

Before Laura Thomas died, she donated her painting of Wilson’s Lake to the Puke 

Ariki museum. 
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James (Jim)  
 

James, 4th son of Jane and William Wilson Snr.  

probably born 1878.  

Married Annie Ellis Victoria Wareham Sept 8 1908.  

 

BDM records children: Keith Albion 1909, Norma Devereaux 1911, Noel Wareham 

1913.  

 

However the following list of 9 children was provided by Graeme Atherton:  

Boyd, Onis (male), Ona (female), Keith, Leon, Norma, Dulcie, Colin, Noel.    

Ona and Onis were twins. (Dulcie is Graham Atherton’s mother.) 

 

Graham Atherton added that Leon was the only one of the boys who was called up, 

and went to WW2. 

 

Dulcie and Ona still survive and my Dad and I met them in 2013, in the rest home 

where they live in Te Awamutu. 

 

Their father, Jim Wilson, had built a large house just out of Te Awamutu, which still 

stands, and we took a photograph of it for Dulcie and Ona, who both remembered it. 

Graeme Atherton told me that Jim Wilson had later built at Waihi.  

Leon’s wife Beryl currently lives in Waihi (Leon has passed away.) 

 

 
                   Photograph Clive Kenyon 2013 

 

This stately farmhouse can be seen from the road, near Te Awamutu.  

(On what is now Cambridge Rd, just past the intersection with what is now Golf Rd..) 

It was built in the 1930s by Jim Wilson. 

Surviving children Ona and Dulcie remembered their childhood there. 
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Appendix 8      Archibald (Archie) 

 

Archibald (Archie) 5th son of Jane and William Wilson Snr. 

Born July 18 1880.   

Married Ada Hart on 12th October 1904. 

Children: three sons and two daughters. 

The following summary of Archibald’s life is recorded in this news clipping, supplied 

by R. I. (Ian) Harding. 
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Frances,  Mary Ann, Lizzy and Bella 

 

Frances, eldest daughter of Jane and William Wilson Snr  

born Sept 12 1863.  

Married James George Kenyon on 29th September 1885 at Tataraimaka.  

Children: Ethel Mildred, John Wilson, Harold, Wilfred George.  

Frances died on April 3rd 1903 aged 39 years.  

For more on her family, see the book on James George Kenyon. 

 

 

  

Mary Ann, second daughter of Jane and William Wilson Snr.  

probably born April 22 1866.  (Birth registration record shows Mary.) 

Married James Allen of New Plymouth 1904.  

Children: Gladys Murial 1905, Archibald James 1906. No further information. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth (Lizzy), 3rd daughter of Jane and William Wilson Snr.  

born December 17, 1868.  

Married Thomas Henry Rusden in 1901, freezing worker, Wanganui.  

Children: Dorothy Isabella 1904, Rita Evaline 1906. 

 

 

Isabella (Bella), 4th daughter of Jane and William Wilson Snr. 

probably born October 13 1873.   

Married James Henry Sefton 1898, Farmer, Oakura.   

Children: Muriel 1899. Olive 1900, Oliver Benjamin 1907, Claude Wilson 1912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. I. Harding’s genealogy files record the births of three more children  to William 

and Jane Wilson: 

 

Jane  born 6th April 1859  died 7th April 1859 

 

Mary  born 2nd February 1860 died 5th February 1860 

 

Sandy  born 12 September 1863 died “before Oct 1863” 

  (twin to Frances) 

 

 

Our family has no record of these births. 

 

Reference to the list of Barry Hawke suggests that “Mary” above could possibly be 

“Anne”. 
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