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Interior layout options varied by model year, but as many as ten configurations were available for 26-foot 
models. 

Built between 1972 and 1978, the GMC MotorHome enjoyed a streamlined look and a relatively low ride height 
that set it apart visually from other large motorhomes. The MotorHome didn’t just look different, however—it 
was quite unlike existing motorhomes structurally and mechanically as well. 

Though GMC sold a traditional H-frame chassis to other companies for use in motorhome production, 
GMC engineers designed a unit-body chassis for the MotorHome that allowed the vehicle to be both lighter and 
lower-riding than other motorhomes. The MotorHome’s body featured a combination of fiberglass and 
aluminum panels, which were attached directly to the frame. 

To accommodate the MotorHome’s low floor, GMC did away with a driveshaft and opted for a front-wheel-
drive powertrain. Referred to by General Motors engineers as the Unified Powerplant Package, the 
MotorHome’s front-drive engine and transmission assembly were essentially lifted from the Oldsmobile 
Toronado. 

This arrangement meant that the 1973-1976 MotorHomes were powered by a 455-cubic-inch V8 originally 
rated at 250 horsepower, and the 1977-1978 models got a 200-horse 403-cubic-inch V8. Both engines were 
mated to the corporate TH425 3-speed automatic transmission. 

Since the Motorhome had a GVWR (gross vehicle weight rating) of more than 10,000 pounds, the EPA didn’t 
report fuel-economy estimates for it. However, anecdotal reports put the highway figure at around 8 mpg—
somewhat better than contemporaneous motorhomes from competitive makes. 
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The comedic pop/ska/punk band The Aquabats currently travel to select events in a modified MotorHome. The 
Battle Tram, as the vehicle is dubbed, was featured prominently in the band’s live-action Super Show! kids’ 
program, which ran from 2012-2014. 

All things considered, the MotorHome sold quite well for a pricey specialty vehicle. Almost 13,000 were built 
over the vehicle’s run, with sales peaking at 3260 in 1976. The MotorHome enjoys a solid enthusiast following 
today, with good-condition examples selling for more now than they did new. 

This enthusiast site is packed with more MotorHome information than you likely ever wanted to know. Check it 
out. 

 


