
Auditing and inspection checklist for 
sprouting facilities

Purpose:  

The purpose of this audit is to confirm that the Sprout Company has achieved a multi-hurdle 
approach to minimize the risk of microbial contamination of sprouts.  The three hurdle areas 
targeted in this audit are: 1) Seed Sanitation,  2) Spent irrigation water hold and release testing 
program and 3) Effective training of management and other workers in critical areas of Good 
Manufacturing Practices (creating a culture of food safety & continuous improvement).  The 
questions are designed based on HACCP principles and include elements of Good Manufacturing 
Practices and recommendations provided by international food safety guidelines for sprouts as 
listed below. 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 1999. Guidance for industry: Reducing microbial food safety 
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http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/GuidanceDocuments/Pro
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U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 1999. Guidance for industry: Sampling and microbial testing of 
spent irrigation water during sprout production. Fed. Regist. 64:57896-57902. Available at: 
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/GuidanceDocuments/Pro
duceandPlanProducts/ucm120246.htm

Codex Alimentarius Committee. 2003. Code of hygienic practice for fresh fruit and vegetables. 
Annex II: Annex for sprout production. Available at: 
www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/10200/CXP_053e.pdf

Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 2007. Code of practice for the hygienic production of sprouted 
seeds. Available at: http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/fssa/frefra/safsal/sprointe.shtml

Canadian Food Inspection Agency. 2008. Food safety practices guidance for sprout manufacturers. 
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Disclaimer for this Letter, and all attachments Provided with the Sprout Safety Audit 
Checklist

The compiled material is offered as a sample for your reference and consideration only and is 
not intended to represent necessarily the best or only approach to the safe production of 
sprouts. It presents merely a model of operations and an example of best practice 
systems. Further, the procedures set forth in this document have not been approved or 
sanctioned by any governmental body. This material is not, and is not intended to be, all 
inclusive and does not contain information relative to the specific and comprehensive 
operations of any particular grower, processor, manufacturer or handler of sprouts. The user 
of this material acknowledges and agrees that its authors are not assuming, and shall not be 
deemed to have assumed, any responsibility or liability for the consequences of the user's 
decisions resulting from the information contained herein. The user of this material is 
expected to evaluate and determine the applicability of the content of this material to its 
specific operations and should consult with an expert or specialist as appropriate. To the 
fullest extent allowed by law, neither IIT, IFSH, NCFST nor any of the individuals or entities 
participating in the Sprout Safety Task Force make any representation, warranty or 
guarantee, express of implied, including, but not limited to, merchantability or fitness for any 
particular purpose, with regard to the accuracy, completeness or suitability of the material, 
and neither IIT, IFSH, NCFST nor any of the individuals or entities participating in the Sprout 
Safety Task Force assume any responsibility or liability, under any theory, for any actual or 
indirect, special, consequential, punitive or exemplary damages, in connection with the use 
or misuse of any such material.
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