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Ripper
By Isabel Allende

The Jackson women, Indiana and Amanda, have always had each
other. Yet, while their bond is strong, mother and daughter are as
different as night and day: Indiana is a beautiful holistic healer,
while her daughter, Amanda is fascinated by the dark side of
human nature. Brilliant and introverted, the MIT-bound high school
senior is a natural-born sleuth addicted to crime novels and Ripper,
the online mystery game she plays. When a string of strange
murders occurs across the city, Amanda plunges into her own
investigation, discovering, before the police do, that the deaths may
be connected. But the case becomes all too personal when Indiana
suddenly vanishes.

The Water Knife
By Paolo Bacigalupi

The American Southwest has been decimated by drought. Nevada and
Arizona skirmish over dwindling shares of the Colorado River, while
California watches, deciding if it should just take the whole river all for
itself. Into the fray steps Las Vegas water knife Angel Velasquez.
Detective, assassin, and spy, Angel “cuts” water for the Southern
Nevada Water Authority and its boss, Catherine Case, ensuring that her
lush, luxurious arcology developments can bloom in the desert and that
anyone who challenges her is left in the gutted-suburban dust.

The Orenda
By Joseph Boyden

Christophe, as educated as any Frenchman could be about the
“sauvages” of the New World whose souls he has sworn to save, begins
his true enlightenment shortly after he sets out when his native
guides—terrified by even a scent of the Iroquois—abandon him to save
themselves. But a Huron warrior and elder named Bird soon takes him
prisoner, along with a young Iroquois girl, Snow Falls, whose family he
has just killed. The Huron-Iroquois rivalry, now growing vicious,
courses through this novel, and these three are its principal characters.
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The Miniaturist
By Jessie Burton

On a brisk autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman
arrives in Amsterdam to begin a new life as the wife of illustrious
merchant trader Johannes Brandt. But her new home, while
splendorous, is not welcoming. Johannes is kind yet distant, always
locked in his study or at his warehouse office —leaving Nella alone
with his sister. But Nella’s world changes when Johannes presents her
with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their
home. To furnish her gift, Nella engages the services of a miniaturist—
an elusive and enigmatic artist whose tiny creations mirror their real-
life counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways.

The Bear
By Claire Cameron

While camping with her family on a remote island, five-year-old Anna
awakes in the night to the sound of her mother screaming. A rogue
black bear, three hundred pounds of fury, is attacking the family's
campsite -- and pouncing on her parents as prey. At her dying mother's
faint urging, Anna manages to get her brother into the family's canoe
and paddle away. Lost and completely alone, they find that their only
hope resides in Anna's heartbreaking love for her family, and her
struggle to be brave when nothing in her world seems safe anymore.

The Luminaries
By Eleanor Catton

It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to stake his claim in New
Zealand's booming gold rush. On the stormy night of his arrival, he
stumbles across a tense gathering of 12 local men who have met in
secret to discuss a series of unexplained events: a wealthy man has
vanished, a prostitute has tried to end her life, and an enormous cache
of gold has been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. Moody is
soon drawn into a network of fates and fortunes that is as complex and
exquisitely ornate as the night sky.
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Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker
By Jennifer Chiaverini

In March 1861, Mrs. Lincoln chose Keckley from among a number of
applicants to be her personal “modiste,” responsible not only for
creating the First Lady’s gowns, but also for dressing Mrs. Lincoln in
the beautiful attire Keckley had fashioned. The relationship between the
two women quickly evolved, as Keckley was drawn into the intimate
life of the Lincoln family, supporting Mary Todd Lincoln in the loss of
first her son and then her husband. Saving fabric scraps from dozens of
gowns, Keckley eventually pieced together a tribute known as the Mary
Todd Lincoln Quilt. She also saved memories, which she published in a
book, Behind the Scenes: Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the
White House.

The Orchardist
By Amanda Coplin

At the turn of the twentieth century, in a rural stretch of the Pacific
Northwest, an orchardist named Talmadge carefully tends the grove of
apple, apricot, and plum trees he has cultivated for nearly half a
century. One day, the market, two girls, barefoot and dirty, steal some
apples from him. Later, they appear on his homestead, cautious yet
curious about the man who gave them no chase. Feral, scared, and very
pregnant, Jane and her sister Della take up on Talmadage's land and
indulge in his deep reservoir of compassion. Yet just as the girls begin
to trust him, brutal men with guns arrive in the orchard, and the
shattering tragedy that follows sets Talmadge on an irrevocable course
not only to save and protect them, putting himself between the girls and
the world, but to reconcile the ghosts of his own troubled past.

The House I Loved
By Tatiana de Rosnay

Paris, France in the 1860's. By order of Emperor Napoleon III, Baron
Haussman has set into motion a series of large-scale renovations that
will permanently alter the face of old Paris, moulding it into a "modern
city." In the midst of the tumult, Rose Bazelet stands determined to
fight against the destruction of her family home. While others flee, she
stakes her claim in the basement of the old house on Childebert road,
ignoring the sounds of change that come closer and closer each day.
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Boston Girl
By Anita Diamant

Addie Baum is the spirited daughter of an immigrant Jewish family,
born in 1900 to parents who were unprepared for America and its effect
on their three daughters. Growing up in the North End of Boston, then a
teeming multicultural neighborhood, Addie’s intelligence and curiosity
take her to a world her parents can’t imagine. From the one-room
tenement apartment she shared with her parents and two sisters, to the
library group for girls she joins at a neighborhood settlement house, to
her first, disastrous love affair, to finding the love of her life, eighty-
five-year-old Addie recounts her adventures with humor and
compassion for the naive girl she once was.

All The Light We Cannot See
By Anthony Doerr

Marie Laure lives with her father in Paris within walking distance of
the Museum of Natural History where he works as the master of the
locks. When she is six, she goes blind, and her father builds her a
model of their neighborhood so she can memorize it with her fingers
and navigate the real streets with her feet and cane. When the Germans
occupy Paris in June of 1940, father and daughter flee to Saint-Malo on
the Brittany coast, where Marie-Laure’s agoraphobic great uncle lives
in a tall, narrow house by the sea wall. In another world in Germany, an
orphan boy, Werner, grows up with his younger sister, Jutta, both
enchanted by a crude radio Werner finds. He becomes a master at
building and fixing radios, a talent that wins him a place at an elite and
brutal military academy and, ultimately, makes him a highly
specialized tracker of the Resistance. Werner travels through the heart
of Hitler Youth to the far-flung outskirts of Russia, and finally into
Saint-Malo, where his path converges with Marie-Laure’s.

Frog Music
By Emma Donoghue

Summer of 1876: San Francisco is in the fierce grip of a record-
breaking heat wave and a smallpox epidemic. A young woman named
Jenny Bonnet is shot dead. The survivor, her friend Blanche Beunon, is
a French burlesque dancer. Over the next three days, she will risk
everything to bring Jenny's murderer to justice. The story Blanche
struggles to piece together is one of free-love bohemians, desperate
paupers, and arrogant millionaires; of jealous men, icy women, and
damaged children. It's the secret life of Jenny herself, a notorious
character who breaks the law every morning by getting dressed: a
charmer as slippery as the frogs she hunts.
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A young woman picks up a book left behind by
a stranger. Inside it are his margin notes, which

reveal a reader entranced by the story and by its
mysterious author. She responds with notes of
her own, leaving the book for the stranger, and
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so begins an unlikely conversation that plunges
them both into the unknown.

The Round House
By Louise Erdrich

When his mother, a tribal enrollment specialist living on a reservation
in North Dakota, slips into an abyss of depression after being brutally
attacked, 14-year-old Joe Coutz sets out with his three friends to find

the person who destroyed his family.

Up and Down
By Terry Fallis

On his first day at Turner King, David Stewart quickly realizes that the
world of international PR (affectionately, perhaps ironically, known as
"the dark side") is a far cry from his previous job on Parliament Hill.
For one, he missed the office memo on the all-black dress code; for
another, there are enough acronyms and jargon to make his head spin.
Before he even has time to find the washroom, David is assigned a
major project: devise a campaign to revitalize North America's interest
in the space program, maybe even show NASA's pollsters that
watching a shuttle launch is more appealing than going out for lunch
with friends. The pressure is on, and before long, David finds himself
suggesting the most out-of-this-world idea imaginable: a Citizen
Astronaut lottery that would send one Canadian and one American to
the International Space Station.
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Gone Girl
By Gillian Flynn

When a woman goes missing on her fifth wedding anniversary, her
diary reveals hidden turmoil in her marriage, while her husband,
desperate to clear himself of suspicion, realizes that something more
disturbing than murder may have occurred.

We Are Completely Beside Ourselves
By Karen Joy Fowler

Meet the Cooke family: Mother and Dad, brother Lowell, sister Fern,
and Rosemary, who begins her story in the middle. She has her reasons.
“I was raised with a chimpanzee,” she explains. “I tell you Fern was a
chimp and already you aren’t thinking of her as my sister. But until
Fern’s expulsion ... she was my twin, my funhouse mirror, my
whirlwind other half and I loved her as a sister.” As a child, Rosemary
never stopped talking. Then, something happened, and Rosemary
wrapped herself in silence.

The Silkworm
By Robert Galbraith

When novelist Owen Quine goes missing, his wife calls in private
detective Cormoran Strike. At first, Mrs. Quine just thinks her husband
has gone off by himself for a few days -- as he has done before -- and
she wants Strike to find him and bring him home. But as Strike
investigates, it becomes clear that there is more to Quine's
disappearance than his wife realizes. The novelist has just completed a
manuscript featuring poisonous pen-portraits of almost everyone he
knows. If the novel were to be published, it would ruin lives, meaning
that there are a lot of people who might want him silenced
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Inside the O'Briens
By Lisa Genova

Joe O’Brien, a forty-four-year-old devoted husband, proud father of
four children in their twenties, and respected police officer, begins
experiencing bouts of disorganized thinking, uncharacteristic temper
outbursts, and strange, involuntary movements. He initially attributes
these episodes to the stress of his job, but as these symptoms worsen,
he agrees to see a neurologist and is handed a diagnosis that will
change his and his family’s lives forever: Huntington’s disease.
Huntington’s is a lethal neurodegenerative disease with no treatment
and no cure. Each of Joe’s four children has a 50 percent chance of
inheriting their father’s disease, and a simple blood test can reveal their
genetic fate.

Extraordinary
By David Gilmour

Over the course of one Saturday night, a man and his half-sister meet at
her request to spend the evening preparing for her assisted death. They
drink and reminisce fondly, sadly, amusingly about their lives and
especially her children, both of whom have led dramatic and
profoundly different lives. Extraordinary is a gentle consideration of
assisted suicide, but it is also a story about siblings —about how
brothers and sisters turn out so differently; about how little, in fact,
turns out the way we expect.

At the Water's Edge
By Sara Gruen

After disgracing themselves at a high society New Year’s Eve party in
Philadelphia in 1944, Madeline Hyde and her husband, Ellis, are cut off
financially by his father. Ellis and his best friend decide that the only
way to regain the Colonel’s favor is hunt down the famous Loch Ness
monster. Maddie reluctantly follows them across the Atlantic. The trio
find themselves in a remote village in the Scottish Highlands, where the
locals have nothing but contempt for the privileged interlopers.
Gradually Maddie comes to know the villagers, and the friendships she
forms with two young women open her up to a larger world than she
knew existed.
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Monday Mornings
By Sanjay Gupta

Every time surgeons operate, they're betting their skills are better than
the brain tumor, the faulty heart valve, the fractured femur. Sometimes,
they're wrong. At Chelsea General, surgeons answer for bad outcomes
at the Morbidity and Mortality conference, known as M & M. The story
follows the lives of five surgeons as they push the limits of their
abilities and confront their personal and professional failings, often in
front of their peers at M & M. Monday mornings provide a unique look
at the real method by which surgeons (and all of us) learn: through their
mistakes.

The Nightingale
By Kristin Hannah

France, 1939. In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says
goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn't
believe that the Nazis will invade France ... but invade they do, in
droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in planes
that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent. When a German
captain requisitions Vianne's home, she and her daughter must live with
the enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or hope, as
danger escalates all around them, she is forced to make one impossible
choice after another to keep her family alive.

Girl on the Train
By Paula Hawkins

Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning. Every day she
rattles down the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes,
and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same couple
breakfasting on their deck. She’s even started to feel like she knows
them. “Jess and Jason,” she calls them. Their life —as she sees it—is
perfect. Not unlike the life she recently lost. And then she sees
something shocking. Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel offers what
she knows to the police, and becomes inextricably entwined in what
happens next, as well as in the lives of everyone involved
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Cadillac Cathedral
By Jack Hodgins

Arvo has worked in logging camps all his life and who now spends his
retirement fixing old cars, often ones that he finds discarded in the
bush. When news arrives that one of their oldest friends has died, Arvo
and his friends decide to go pick up the body. A road trip ensues, but
this is not just any road trip: it takes place in a remarkable hearse built
by Cadillac -- this one discovered in the hills where it had been used as
a skidder for pulling logs. This novel grew out of a song narrative that
Hodgins wrote for Chor Leoni to perform in January 2014.

The Museum of Extraordinary Things
By Alice Hoffman

Coralie Sardie is the daughter of the sinister impresario behind The
Museum of Extraordinary Things, a Coney Island boardwalk freak
show that thrills the masses. An exceptional swimmer, Coralie appears
as the Mermaid in her father’s “museum,” alongside performers like the
Wolfman, the Butterfly Girl, and a one-hundred-year-old turtle. One
night Coralie stumbles upon a striking young man taking pictures of
moonlit trees in the woods off the Hudson River. The dashing
photographer is Eddie Cohen, a Russian immigrant who has run away
from his father’s Lower East Side Orthodox community and his job as a
tailor’s apprentice. When Eddie photographs the devastation on the
streets of New York following the infamous Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory fire, he becomes embroiled in the suspicious mystery behind a
young woman'’s disappearance and ignites the heart of Coralie.

And the Mountains Echoed
By Khalend Hosseini

Afghanistan, 1952. Abdullah and his sister Pari live with their father
and step-mother in the small village of Shadbagh. Their father, Saboor,
is constantly in search of work and they struggle together through
poverty and brutal winters. To Adbullah, Pari -- as beautiful and
sweetnatured as the fairy for which she was named -- is everything.
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The Evening Chorus
By Helen Humphreys

Shot down on his first RAF mission, James Hunter, an English officer,
spends the Second World War in a German POW camp. While other
prisoners plan daring escapes, James begins studying a pair of redstarts
near the camp. His interest in the birds captures the attention of the
Kommandant, giving James cause to fear for his life. Meanwhile, back
in England, James’s young wife, Rose, falls headlong into a passionate
affair with another man. When James’s sister, Enid, loses everything
during the Blitz in London, she comes to stay with Rose, and the two
women form a surprising friendship that alters the course of all three of
their lives.

The Little Old Lady Who Broke All the Rules
By Catharina Ingelman-Sundberg

New owners have taken over the Diamond Retirement Home, making
cost-cutting changes that have transformed the happy home into a dull
and dreary place. The residents wonder if they wouldn’t be better off in
prison! Martha gets an idea: she and her four friends shall commit a
crime that will ensure conviction— some type of financial crime, a
small coup of some sort. They will give whatever they get to the poor
and elderly. If Robin Hood could do it, so can they!

The Buried Giant
By Kazuo Ishiguro

The Romans have long since departed and Britain is steadily declining
into ruin. But, at least, the wars that once ravaged the country have
ceased. Axl and Beatrice, a couple of elderly Britons, decide that now
is the time, finally, for them to set off across this troubled land of mist
and rain to find the son they have not seen for years, the son they can
scarcely remember. They know they will face many hazards—some
strange and otherworldly —but they cannot foresee how their journey
will reveal to them the dark and forgotten corners of their love for each
other.

11
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The Girl who Saved the King of Sweden
By Jonas Jonasson

On June 14th, 2007, the King and Prime Minister of Sweden
disappeared mysteriously from a gala banquet. But the real story begins
in 1961 with the birth of Nombeko Mayeki in a shack in Soweto. Fated
to grow up fast and die early in her poverty-stricken township, she finds
a different path and becomes an advisor for one of the world's most
secret projects. In the 1980's, South Africa developed six nuclear
missiles which they dismantled in 1994. This is a story about the
seventh missile . . . the one that was never supposed to have existed.

The Unlikely Pilgrimage Of Harold Fry
By Rachel Joyce

Recently retired, sweet, emotionally numb Harold Fry is jolted out of
his passivity by a letter from Queenie Hennessy, an old friend, who he
hasn't heard from in twenty years. She has written to say she is in
hospice and wants to say goodbye. Leaving his tense, bitter wife
Maureen to her chores, Harold intends a quick walk to the corner
mailbox to post his reply but instead, inspired by a chance encounter,
he becomes convinced he must deliver his message in person to
Queenie — but she happens to live 600 miles away.

Perfect
By Rachel Joyce

Byron Hemmings wakes to a morning that looks like any other: his
school uniform draped over his wooden desk chair, his sister arguing
over the breakfast cereal, the click of his mother’s heels as she crosses
the kitchen. But when the three of them leave home, driving into a
dense summer fog, the morning takes an unmistakable turn. In one
terrible moment, something happens, something completely unexpected
and at odds with life as Byron understands it. While his mother seems
not to have noticed, eleven-year-old Byron understands that from now
on nothing can be the same.

12
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The First Bad Man
By Miranda July

Here is Cheryl, a tightly-wound, vulnerable woman who lives alone,
with a perpetual lump in her throat. She is haunted by a baby boy she
met when she was six, who sometimes recurs as other people’s babies.
Cheryl is also obsessed with Phillip, a philandering board member at
the women’s self-defense nonprofit where she works. When Cheryl’s
bosses ask if their twenty-one-year-old daughter, Clee, can move into
her house for a little while, Cheryl’s eccentrically ordered world
explodes. And yet it is Clee—the selfish, cruel blond bombshell —who
bullies Cheryl into reality and, unexpectedly, provides her the love of a
lifetime.

The Book of You
By Claire Kendal

His name is Rafe, and he is everywhere Clarissa turns. At the university
where she works. The train station. Outside her apartment. His
messages choke her voice mail; his gifts litter her mailbox. Since that
one regrettable night, his obsession with her has grown, becoming more
terrifying with each passing day. Clarissa’s only escape from this
harrowing nightmare is inside a courtroom—where she is a juror on a
trial involving a victim whose experiences eerily parallel her own. But
as a disturbingly violent crime unfolds in the courtroom, Clarissa
realizes that to survive she must expose Rafe herself.

Burial Rites
By Hannah Kent

Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life
the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her former
master, is sent to an isolated farm to await execution. Horrified at the
prospect of housing a convicted murderer, the family at first avoids
Agnes. Only Toti, a priest Agnes has mysteriously chosen to be her
spiritual guardian, seeks to understand her. But as Agnes's death looms,
the farmer's wife and their daughters learn there is another side to the
sensational story they've heard.

13
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The Invention of Wings
By Sue Monk Kidd

Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century
Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her
within the Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has
known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the
world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. On
Sarah’s eleventh birthday, she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful. Over next thirty five years, both strive for a life of their own,
dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex
relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy
ways of love.

Flight Behaviour
By Barbara Kingsolver

A suspenseful new novel exploring the complexities that lead us to
believe in our chosen truths. Set in the present day in the rural
community of Feathertown, Tennessee, this novel tells the story of
Dellarobia Turnbow, a petite, razor-sharp 29-year-old who nurtured
worldly ambitions before becoming pregnant and marrying at 17.
Dellarobia is headed for a secluded mountain cabin to meet this man
and initiate what she expects will be a self-destructive affair.

The Girl in the Spider's Web
By David Lagercrantz

She is the girl with the dragon tattoo—a genius hacker and
uncompromising misfit. He is a crusading journalist whose
championing of the truth often brings him to the brink of prosecution.
Late one night, Blomkvist receives a phone call from a source claiming
to have information vital to the United States. The source has been in
contact with a young female superhacker—a hacker resembling
someone Blomkvist knows all too well. The implications are
staggering. Blomkvist, in desperate need of a scoop for Millennium,
turns to Salander for help. She, as usual, has her own agenda.
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Go Set a Watchman
By Harper Lee

Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch—"Scout" —returns home from
New York City to visit her aging father, Atticus. Set against the
backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political turmoil that were
transforming the South, Jean Louise's homecoming turns bittersweet
when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town,
and the people dearest to her. Featuring many of the iconic characters
from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a
young woman, and a world, in painful yet necessary transition out of
the illusions of the past. Written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman
imparts a fuller, richer understanding and appreciation of Harper Lee.

Adult Onset
By Ann-Marie MacDonald

Mary Rose MacKinnon is a successful author of YA fiction doing a
tour of duty as stay-at-home mom while her partner, Hilary, takes a turn
focusing on her career. She tries valiantly to balance the (mostly) solo
parenting of two young children with the relentless needs of her aging
parents. But amid the hilarities of full-on domesticity arises a sense of
dread. Do other people notice the dents in the expensive refrigerator?
How long will it take Mary Rose to realize that the car alarm that has
been going off all morning is hers, and how on earth did the sharpest
pair of scissors in the house wind up in her toddler’s hands?

Why Men Lie
By Linden Maclntyre

Effie MacAskill Gillis, a self-sufficient woman of her time, is confident
she knows why men lie. She learned the hard way: from a war-
damaged father and a troubled brother who became a priest, through
failed marriages and doomed relationships with weak and needy men.
Men lie to satisfy the needs they never can articulate: for sex, for love,
and for reassurance. Now in middle age, Effie feels immune to the
damage men can do and she enjoys her hard-won independence. But
then a chance encounter with a man on a subway platform changes
everything—an old friend looks like he, like her, has evolved into an
assured and confident maturity. That he seems to have outgrown the
need for telling lies is irresistible, and Effie gambles her emotional
resources as she never has before.
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Worthy Brown's Daughter
By Phillip Margolin

One of a handful of lawyers in the new state of Oregon, recently
widowed Matthew Penny agrees to help Worthy Brown, a newly freed
slave, rescue his fifteen year old daughter, Roxanne, from their former
master, a powerful Portland lawyer. Worthy's lawsuit sets in motion
events that lead to Worthy's arrest for murder and create an agonizing
moral dilemma that could send either Worthy or Matthew to the
hangman.

The Children Act
By Ian McEwan

Fiona Maye is a leading High Court judge who presides over cases in
the family division. She is renowned for her fierce intelligence,
exactitude, and sensitivity. But her professional success belies private
sorrow and domestic strife. There is the lingering regret of her
childlessness, and now her marriage of thirty years is in crisis. At the
same time, she is called on to try an urgent case: Adam, a beautiful
seventeen-year-old boy, is refusing for religious reasons the medical
treatment that could save his life, and his devout parents echo his
wishes. Time is running out. Should the secular court overrule sincerely
expressed faith?

Bridge of Scarlet Leaves
By Kristina McMorris

Maddie Kern elopes with her brother's best friend, Lane, a Japanese
American, the day before the Pearl Harbor bombing, and now her
family considers Lane not just an outsider, but an enemy. Maddie
sacrifices her Juilliard education to follow Lane to a war relocation
camp, and as she strives for the acceptance of her new family, Lane
risks everything to prove his allegiance to America
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Want Not
By Jonathan Miles

A highly inventive and corrosively funny story of our times, Want Not
exposes three different worlds in various states of disrepair—a young
freegan couple living off the grid in New York City; a once-prominent
linguist, sacked at midlife by the dissolution of his marriage and his
father’s losing battle with Alzheimer’s; and a self-made debt-collecting
magnate, whose brute talent for squeezing money out of unlikely places
has yielded him a royal existence, trophy wife included.

Thirty Girls
By Susan Minot

Esther is a Ugandan teenager abducted by the Lord's Resistance Army
and forced to witness and commit unspeakable atrocities, who is
struggling to survive, to escape, and to find a way to live with what she
has seen and done. Jane is an American journalist who has traveled to
Africa, hoping to give a voice to children like Esther and to find her
center after a series of failed relationships. In unflinching prose, Minot
interweaves their stories, giving us razor-sharp portraits of two
extraordinary young women confronting displacement, heartbreak, and
the struggle to wrest meaning from events that test them both in
unimaginable ways.

The Night Circus
By Erin Morgenstern

The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is
simply there, when yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white
striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking
amazements. It is called “Le Cirque des Réves”, and it is only open at
night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway —a duel
between two young magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained
since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial
instructors. Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one can
be left standing, and the circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle
of imagination and will. Despite themselves, Celia and Marco tumble
headfirst into love, a deep, magical love that makes the lights flicker
and the room grow warm whenever they so much as brush hands.
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The Secret Keeper
By Kate Morton

Withdrawing from a family party to the solitude of her tree house,
sixteen-year-old Laurel Nicolson witnesses a shocking murder that
throughout a subsequent half century shapes her beliefs, her acting
career, and the lives of three strangers from vastly different cultures.

The Cat's Table
By Michael Ondaatje

In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in Colombo boards a ship
bound for England. At mealtimes he is seated at the “cat’s table” —as
far from the Captain’s Table as can be—with a ragtag group of
“insignificant” adults and two other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As
the ship crosses the Indian Ocean, the boys tumble from one adventure
to another. But there are other diversions as well: they are first exposed
to the magical worlds of jazz, women, and literature by their eccentric
fellow travelers, and together they spy on a shackled prisoner, his crime
and fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them forever.

The Children's Crusade
By Ann Packer

Bill Blair finds the land by accident, three wooded acres in a rustic
community south of San Francisco. The year is 1954, long before
anyone will call this area Silicon Valley. Struck by a vision of the
family he has yet to create, Bill buys the property on a whim. In Penny
Greenway he finds a suitable wife, a woman whose yearning attitude
toward life seems compelling and answerable, and they marry and have
four children. Thirty years later, the three oldest Blair children, adults
now and still living near the family home, are disrupted by the return of
the youngest, whose sudden presence sets off a struggle over the
family’s future.
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State of Wonder
By Ann Patchett

As Dr. Marina Singh embarks upon an uncertain odyssey into the
insect-infested Amazon, she will be forced to surrender herself to the
; ‘ lush but forbidding world that awaits within the jungle. Charged with
STATE of  § finding her former mentor Dr. Annick Swenson, a researcher who has
WONDER disappeared while working on a valuable new drug, she will have to
confront her own memories of tragedy and sacrifice as she journeys
into the unforgiving heart of darkness. Stirring and luminous, State of
Wonder is a world unto itself, where unlikely beauty stands beside
unimaginable loss beneath the rain forest's jeweled canopy.

Subtle Bodies
By Norman Rush

After the sudden death of Douglas, once the ringleader of a clique of
self-styled wits, his four best friends are summoned to his Catskills
estate to mourn his passing. Responding to a mysterious sense of
emergency in the call, Ned flies in from San Francisco with his wife
Nina in furious pursuit; they’re at a critical point in their attempts to
conceive and she won’t let a funeral get in the way. It is Nina who
gives us a pointed, irreverent commentary as the men reconvene, while
Ned tries to understand what it was that made this clutch of souls his
friends to begin with—before time, sex, work, and the brutal quirks of
history reshaped them.

L

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
* /A By Jan-Philipp Sendker

W

A poignant and inspirational love story set in Burma beginning in the
1950’s. When a successful New York lawyer suddenly disappears
without a trace, neither his wife nor his daughter Julia has any idea

* r where he might be...until they find a love letter he wrote many years
ago to a Burmese woman they have never heard of. Intent on solving
* » the mystery and coming to terms with her father’s past, Julia decides to
? travel to the village where the woman lived. There she uncovers a tale

of unimaginable hardship, resilience, and passion that will reaffirm the
reader’s belief in the power of love to move mountains.
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The Bone Season
By Samantha Shannon

Enter the world of Paige Mahoney, a gifted clairvoyant, a
“dreamwalker,” in the year 2059. Her natural talents are considered

S EAS ON treasonous under the current regime. Snatched away to a secret prison,
she encounters another race, the Rephaim, creatures who wish to
control the powers of Paige and those like her. One in particular will be
AT assigned as her keeper, her trainer. But his motives are mysterious. To
SHANNON regain her freedom, Paige must learn to trust, in the prison where she is
meant to die.

i AR I Promise of Stardust
Priscille Sibley By Pricille Sibley

Matt Beaulieu has loved Elle McClure since he was two years old. Now
married and expecting their first child, Elle suffers a fatal accident. To
e keep the baby alive, Matt goes against his wife’s wishes and keeps his
Cd J ¢ wife on life support. But Matt’s mother thinks that Elle should be
euthanized, and she’s ready to fight for what she believes is the right
thing.

PROMISE

Station Eleven
By Emily St. John Mandel

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the
famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage during a
production of King Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu
pandemic arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know
it came to an end. Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the
settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of actors and
musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they
have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants of art and humanity
alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter
a violent prophet who will threaten the tiny band’s existence
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The Winter Palace
By Eva Stachniak

Her name is Barbara—in Russian, Varvara. Nimble-witted and
attentive, she’s allowed into the employ of the Empress Elizabeth, amid
the glitter and cruelty of the world’s most eminent court. Under the
tutelage of Count Bestuzhev, Chancellor and spymaster, Varvara will
be learning above all else to listen and to wait for opportunity. That
opportunity arrives in a slender young princess from Zerbst named
Sophie, a playful teenager destined to become the indomitable
Catherine the Great. Sophie’s destiny at court is to marry the Empress’s
nephew, but she has other, loftier, more dangerous ambitions, and she
proves to be more guileful than she first appears. What Sophie needs is
an insider at court, a loyal pair of eyes and ears who knows the traps,
the conspiracies, and the treacheries that surround her. Varvara will
become Sophie’s confidante —and together the two young women will
rise to the pinnacle of absolute power.

Empress of the Night
By Eva Stachniak

The charismatic monarch is in her final hours. From the fevered depths
of her mind, Catherine recalls the fateful trajectory of her turbulent life:
her precarious apprenticeship as Russia’s Grand Duchess, the usurpers
who seek to deprive her of a crown, the friends who beg more of her
than she was willing to give, and her struggle to know whom to trust
and whom to deceive to ensure her survival. “We quarrel about power,
not about love,” Catherine would write to the great love of her life,
Grigory Potemkin, but her days were balanced on the razor’s edge of
choosing her head over her heart.

The Bookseller
By Cynthia Swanson

Denver, 1962: Kitty Miller has come to terms with her unconventional
single life. She loves the bookshop she runs with her best friend,
Frieda, and enjoys complete control over her day-to-day existence. She
can come and go as she pleases, answering to no one. Then the dreams
begin. Denver, 1963: Katharyn Andersson is married to Lars, the love
of her life. They have beautiful children, an elegant home, and good
friends. It’s everything Kitty Miller once believed she wanted —but it
only exists when she sleeps. As the lines between her worlds begin to
blur, Kitty must figure out what is real and what is imagined
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The Book of Speculation
By Erika Swyler

Simon Watson, a young librarian, lives alone in a house that is slowly
crumbling toward the Long Island Sound. His parents are long dead.
His mother, a circus mermaid who made her living by holding her
breath, drowned in the very water his house overlooks. His younger
sister, Enola, ran off six years ago and now reads tarot cards for a
traveling carnival. One June day, an old book arrives on Simon's
doorstep, sent by an antiquarian bookseller who purchased it on
speculation. Fragile and water damaged, the book is a log from the
owner of a traveling carnival in the 1700s, who reports strange and
magical things, including the drowning death of a circus mermaid.
Since then, generations of "mermaids" in Simon's family have
drowned--always on July 24, which is only weeks away.

We Are Not Ourselves
By Matthew Thomas

Born in 1941, Eileen Tumulty is raised by her Irish immigrant parents
in Woodside, Queens, in an apartment where the mood swings between
heartbreak and hilarity, depending on how much alcohol has been
consumed. From an early age, Eileen wished that she lived somewhere
else. Driven by this longing, Eileen places her stock and love in Ed
Leary, a handsome young scientist, and with him begins a family. Over
the years Eileen encourages her husband to want more: a better job,
better friends, a better house. It slowly becomes clear that his growing
reluctance is part of a deeper, more incomprehensive psychological
shift.

All My Puny Sorrows
By Miriam Toews

Elf and Yoli are sisters. While on the surface Elfrieda's life is enviable
(she's a world-renowned pianist, glamorous, wealthy, and happily
married) and Yolandi's a mess (she's divorced and broke, with two
teenagers growing up too quickly), they are fiercely close — raised in a
ALL MY PUNY ‘ Mennonite household and sharing the hardship of Elf's desire to end her

SORROWS 1 life. After Elf's latest attempt, Yoli must quickly determine how to keep

EES : her family from falling apart, how to keep her own heart from breaking,

and what it means to love someone who wants to die.

#1 BESTSELLING AVTROR OF A CONPLICATED KINDNESS

1 f
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Medicine Walk
By Richard Wagamese

Franklin Starlight is called to visit his father, Eldon. He's sixteen years
old and has had the most fleeting of relationships with the man. The
rare moments they've shared haunt and trouble Frank, but he answers
the call, a son's duty to a father. He finds Eldon decimated after years of
drinking, dying of liver failure in a small town flophouse. Eldon asks
his son to take him into the mountains, so he may be buried in the
traditional Ojibway manner. What ensues is a journey through the
rugged and beautiful backcountry, and a journey into the past, as the
two men push forward to Eldon's end.

Young Adult Fiction

The Symptoms of My Insanity
By Mindy Raf

Izzy is a hypochondriac with enormous boobs that won't stop growing, a
mother with a rare disease who's hiding something, a best friend who
appears to have undergone a personality transplant, and a date with an
out-of-her-league athlete who just spilled Gatorade all over her. Yes,
Izzy Skymen has a hectic life. But what Izzy doesn't realize is that these
are only minor symptoms of life's insanity. When she discovers that the
people she trusts most are withholding from her the biggest secrets,
things are about to get epic -- or is it epidemic?
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Non-Fiction

The Inconvenient Indian
By Thomas King

Thomas King offers a deeply knowing, darkly funny, unabashedly
opinionated, and utterly unconventional account of Indian—White
relations in North America since initial contact. Ranging freely across
the centuries and the Canada—U.S. border, King debunks fabricated
stories of Indian savagery and White heroism, takes an oblique look at
Indians (and cowboys) in film and popular culture, wrestles with the
history of Native American resistance and his own experiences as a
Native rights activist, and articulates a profound, revolutionary
understanding of the cumulative effects of ever-shifting laws and
treaties on Native peoples and lands.

Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania
By Erik Larson

On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering its tenth month, a luxury ocean
liner as richly appointed as an English country house sailed out of New
York, bound for Liverpool, carrying a record number of children and
infants. The passengers were surprisingly at ease, even though
Germany had declared the seas around Britain to be a war zone. As a
German U-boat and the Lusitania made their way toward Liverpool, an
array of forces both grand and achingly small—hubris, a chance fog, a
closely guarded secret, and more—all converged to produce one of the
great disasters of history.

H is for hawk
By Helen MacDonald

When Helen Macdonald's father died suddenly
on a London street, she was devastated. An
experienced falconer, she'd never before been
tempted to train one of the most vicious
predators, the goshawk. But in her grief, she
saw that the goshawk's fierce and feral

temperament mirrored her own. Resolving to
purchase and raise the deadly creature as a
means to cope with her loss, she adopted Mabel,
and turned to the guidance of The Once and
Future King author T.H. White's chronicle The
Goshawk to begin her challenging endeavor.
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It Was Me All Along: A Memoir
By Andie Mitchell

All her life, Andie Mitchell had eaten lustily and mindlessly. Food
was her babysitter, her best friend, her confidant, and it provided a
refuge from her fractured family. But when she stepped on the scale
on her twentieth birthday and it registered a shocking 268 pounds,
she knew she had to change the way she thought about food and
herself; that her life was at stake.

A Rock Fell on the Moon: Dad and the Great Yukon Silver Heist
By Alicia Priest

In its heyday in the 1950s and '60s, the community of Elsa, 300 miles
north of Whitehorse, was the epicentre of one of the world's most
lucrative silver mining operations. Gerald Priest was the chief assayer
for United Keno Hill Mines, the major player in the region, and as far
as ten-year-old Alicia Priest was concerned, her father Gerry's life in
Elsa was perfect. But as Alicia grows older, she realizes that perhaps
her dad saw things differently, with four female dependents, an ailing
wife who couldn't give him the son he wanted, a religiously fanatical
mother-in-law and a tedious, dead-end job. Escape becomes possible
when Gerry discovers a phenomenal silver-rich boulder...

The End of Your Life Book Club
By Will Schwalbe

Mary Anne Schwalbe is waiting for her chemotherapy treatments when
Will casually asks her what she's reading. The conversation they have
grows into tradition: soon they are reading the same books so they can
have something to talk about in the hospital waiting room. Their
choices range from classic (Howard’s End) to popular (The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo), from fantastic (The Hobbit) to spiritual (Jon
KabatZinn), with many in between. We hear their passion for reading
and their love for each other in their intimate and searching discussions.
A profoundly moving testament to the power of love between a child
and parent, and the power of reading in our lives.
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