
BEACON 
m LIGHTS 

FOR PROTESTANT 
REFORMED YOUTH 

The Ballad of 
Billie Blue 

Compromise 



VO-UME XXXl FEBRUARY 1972 NUMBER 10 

Publlsl~id n?o:lrhly. ~ n c c p t  J u r l  e arid A u ji u s t CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: 
by the Fcdclatio:; oi Protcstar~: Rciurmed Yo:~na Rc\.. RcL,crt lInlh3ch. Aqatlix I.ahber=. Dolinz 
PFT.JIIC'~ S1cictii.s. \-:A!] I~ t i - e lv :~ .  <I:? TFI pst; 1, J r :< l~~i r  G T  itrerz, 
EXECUTIVE BOARD: l t r r .  G .  Li~bhcrs. Rc\-. G. V ~ i n  B:irc:i. Kathy 

C;:!r> Rrtu\-,:..~:!~;, Prri l2rnt:  1.d I<?ricmc).er R ? ~ ~ I I I ; ~ .  R:~chr:l Lubtc:>. 
- \-i:i.Prriii!r::r; Csrill Dgliitra - Sccrc,tats; 
S :  I .  - Xsii+:a;it S c c r e l ~ r y :  .I 111 
Schimn:cl - ?'rcr;:~ircr: \:ern H:ii.ii!~an - a 
:\-it. 'L'rcsi::~;: S1:irlc)- Cntti-r l  - -  T.fhr.:iria~~. 

v- EDITORIAL STAFF:  

birl, - A.s..ct.itc Edito;; Jori Huisken .- to CALVIN REITSMA 
A i ~ o - i a t i  Ellitor: Krri Kc;o:c - Firratice hlzn- 1 1287 S Canol, Grondville, Mich, 49416 
h r c r .  News Editor: JEANNE GRITTERS 

S T A F F :  1 1130 Frorlllin, I. E., Grond Ropids. Mich. 

I)~~,.-!-:L K:.oprh, Rrit! IVr-trz., I):~\VII llt-j<*:ag. Grand Ropids rubscribcrs please forward 

 lo:^:: Flikkema. !me Sshipper. .I~idy Ot~rleriala. subscription dues to JUDY HOLSTEGE 

.lud?- Hilc!i:.-. Jzn Lt:bbcr~. Non:i I f i~r . ;~ :~n .  5537 Lowndole, Hudronville, Mich. 49426 
I.sr7) I.n~,:.e:: .s .  1) ii r I.cjlyi..,cs. Crl-j E.t::clq. Subscribers outside of Grond Rapids pleore 
n?:. C x n l  R>l i : i l~ .  E ? : ; ~ c c  Hack-cma. 1i:lthy forward subscription dues to 
TI:?:\>c::. . le~:ins G;tr!r-:. EUNICE HOEKSEMA 

1842 Plymouth Ter., Grond Ropids, Mich. 49506 L 
Ii an? of thc ii~atcriol nf RE.:CON LIGHTS i< re- 
printed by anorhrr ~criodical .  we will aonrecirte 

-- 
ync- ~ i r i n a  :I;? sour:?. 

. . 
The articles oi R r \ c n s  Lir.rr~s do not nect-sial.ily Forms 3579 should be returned to  BEACON LIGHTS 
1ndic2:e ihc ,.-ir\,.-point of the Editorial Staff. &el-v Box 7383, Grond Ropids. Mich. 49510 
author !: iolel.; :csponrible f n r  rllr cor~ter~ts of h& 
o\wi .?;aclc. Sccond Claw Postaac paid a t  

Grand Rapid.. 3lichi::arl 
Contrihu:irn:i.: of qenerr.1 I;>icrcst are very ~\.e]co:~e. Subscription price $3.00 

EDtTORIAL I 
Super.cicnce or Bobel Revisited Once Agoin - Jon H4,isk~n 

F40\' i Y t  PASTOR'S STUDY 3 
"The Ballad of Billie Blue" - Rev G Van Boren 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
G : e ~ d o  Doez~rno 

FEA-URE 6 
Comprcmnse - :jtr J M Fober 

C2lilQUE 
Going the second mile - Donno Van Uffrl~rt 

TRUTH ,vs. ERROR .... ..... ..... . .... ................. ... ........... ...... .... .... . . ... . . .. . .. . .. 
By-Path Meadow and Doubting Castle - Rev. Robt. C. Horboch 

FEATUR; 12 
Protastont Reformed Convention - Don Bocn,, Borry GrlH~rc o r d  \'I VonDerTop 

NEWS FRa,: FOR, AND ABOUT OUR CHURCHES 
J e o ~ n e  G- t t ~ r r  



SUPERSCIENCE or BABEL REVISITED ONCE A G A I N  

(2) 

the idea th;~t wll;it the scicntist w;ls actu;llly 
planning in his use of t I~c I I C ~  discovery of 
the DNA ~nolecule \vas to dc:tmnnine the 
~nake-up of the human being - body, tnind 
ilnd, if pos.\ihlr, spirit. Hc* pliins, you scc, 
to ~n;ike, or, I)c,tter still to rc-~nake. I I ~ ~ I I I .  Ile 
will use the tliscoverics o l    nod en^ scicncca 
to aid in the evolution of lnan into super- 
man. He is not content \\it11 cnrine disease: 
hr \%,ants to I~econ~e thc engineer, the cre- 
ator rat111.r than the crr.~tecl, thc pottcr 
rathcr than t l~c  clay. 

This is truc. in the h s t  p1;ice with regard 
to the h u ~ n i ~ n  body. Tlle 'I ' i t~~e article points 
out some of the tmly a~ni~zing things that 
111odern nietlicinc can do and is doing as ;I 

tlirrct result ol' l l ~ e  net\, gc~~~c~tir.  cliscovcric\. 
Xlongolism, for example, will l)e sharply 
c~~rtailecl throt~gh counseling and genetic 
srrrgery. Truly amazing. Br~t, the scientist 
ciin not cot~trol himself. IIc I>cconies starry- 
i~yecl and I~cgins to c1rea111. 1-11> ri7o1rltl like 
nothing better tl~nn to fulfill the prophecy 
of ~Udous IIr~slcy's Brace Neru li'o~kd. He 
hegins to fanti~size, says thc article, and, I 
rluiclily add, devilishly so. Notice ~vliat he 
plans to do. 

First, he ccrt:~inly does w;cnt to live longer 
and he  is greatly encouragcd by recent 
laboratory csperiments rvhich, in controlling 
the metabolism of certain animals, is able 
to slo~r- the maturation process. Consequent- 
ly, they rc:rson that man, too, eventually will 
not grow old so fast. Furthcr, disease will 
hc genetically 1)red out, and finally, "they 
look fonvard - in the distant futurc and 
with techniques fa r  beyond any now con- 
crived - to altering the very 11iiturc of their 
species wit11 ~lovcl sets of 1;~l)oratory-creatc*cl 
gcnctic instr~~ctions." It becomes clear, docs 
it not, that m.ln does interltl to become th- 
pottrr? 

But notice \\'ha1 R 111rss hr gets into, 
wiicn thr s~~l)erscic.ntiht so fi1111;~sizc-s. Clainl- 
ing the pclwcsr to rnakc nlan, they really 
can not decitlc hou, they want hir11. Sfnyl~c 
h r  should havr ;I larger Irc:~tl. But, somronc 
co~~nters  that ~ni~n's brain is presently ~~nclcr- 

developccl. IIe is not using what he :~lrr;~dy 
has. \\'ell then, mayhe hc ought to I ~ i ~ v r  a 
two-comparhent sto~nach so that, if need 
I=, he will be ablc to rut grass. Or, maybe 
man ought to be shrunk son~ehow so 11,: \\.ill 
better fit illto space capsules. \litkc yo11 
laugh? I t  is really not so funny - tlrl*y're 
dead serio~ls. 

The supctrscientist, ho\\-ever, is not content 
to alter thr body, they \\.ant to ch:lngc the 
mind and spirit as \\fell. This, of collrsc., is 
more of ;I challenge. Slnn's mind, yo11 1<11o\v, 
has alw;rys been sort of ;I mystery ant1 when 
you hegin to talk of the spirit, the disc~~ssion 
becomes (>\.en more casciting and mysterious. 
Oh, ha\\, they moold like to get thcir hands 
on tllcsc things. The ncw genetics has given 
the scic~~tist a ncw-fo~rnd hope. Thv I~rain, 
after all, is matter and as such can he 
altered. 

Again, the immediate rcsearch is centrred 
on thc cure of discase, c.specidly mentill dis- 
orders, 11ut again the, scientist 1,cpins to 
drearn. I-le beco~nes tr;~nscendent once again 
and now not only decides to make niirn as 
a supernIan vith a supcrbody but \<,ants to 
make him smart and happy as well. hlemory 
pills, kno\vledge pills, electronic s t i ~ n ~ ~ l i  to 
give sensations unimnpiniil)le are see11 in the 
future. 

. b d ,  \vhere does the spirit fit in all of this 
scientific mane~ivering? This is where the 
ethicist comes in and (sither condemns or 
justilies. The scientist of the new gcnc-lies 
does not appear to know what to tlo with 
the spirit. It is not matter-at leiut it 
doesn't appear to be - so let's just forget 
about that and let the theologian and thc 
philosopl~c~r womr about that. Well. they are 
\vorricd itnd concrmcd. Thcre are rnany 
differrrrt views presrntrd in the Time article 
but prhilps the most noteworthy thi~rg is 
the establishment of the Institute of Society, 
Ethics, and the Life Sciences, an associi~tion 
of scientists, Lhcologi:~ns, pllilosophers, psy- 
chologists, ant1 politicians \vhose long-tcm~ 
goal is "legitimizing the problems." In other 
\vords, the institute \vi111ts to impress upon 
the scientist, particularly nov- in thc face 
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of the nesv genetics, that his \vork, cliscov- 
'rics, nntl fnntasizings have etliical ovrr- 
tones. hrrcl, says the instih~tc, its :lim is to 
educntc the future scientist: they \vant to 
provicle him \\.it11 a "solicl" ethical hack- 
grounti. 

The prol~lcn~ to the ethicist is :in urgerit 
one. "\\'h;~t shilll we clo?" they ponder. 
Generally, there have hccn three schools uC 
tho~~ght .  The mechanist \\.ants to avoid the 
et11ic;il problem entirely and wants to cou- 
centrate upon the facts of molecular l~iology. 
There ere others \rho appeal to the futurist 
philosophy of Teilhard de Chardin \sl~o 
"\r~elcon~es a coming scientific age wvlien 
Inen \voulcl exult in 'fathoming everythin~, 
trying e\.erythinp, cstcnding eveqthing' on 
their roatl to an ultimate Omega Point of 
shared godhood." h d  then there are thosr 
(prim.lrily Roman Catholics) \\rho knotv 
man to be a victirn of original sin. They 
\ram that man must not tinker with mc11 
sitcrcd values as life and the family for fear 
th;lt t l ~ c  natural order will be d i s ~ r b e d .  

You sec, then. that the scientist has cre- 
i~ted qnitc ;I 11rol)letn for himself nud for uh. 

EIc. clai~ns power over life and death. over 
111i1n i~nd nature. IIc clainls to 11;rve rism 
fro~n e;ll)oosc to engineer. from clust to gal,  
fro111 cl;ty to pottrr. So he claims. \!'hat arca 
\vc going to tlo with him? Are we going to 
clainl pilgrin~'s immunity? 

Let's hegin by affirming (by faith of 
coursc as the Christian always must :~nd 
only can) n fe\v things to set the record 
straight. Let's affirm, in the first place, 
that even though science per se can never 
I)e in conflict with the Scriptures, the reve- 
lation of Cod, since that revelati011 is cs- 
sentially one, the ideas and predictions and 
fi~nt;~sizings presented above do indeed con- 
s t ih~te an attack upon the truths of Scrip- 
ture. Creation is flatly denied. And, i f  man's 
crca;ition is denied, certainly the truth that 
man is an ilnage-bearer of God is denied as 
\\,ell. 17ic lie of evolution is maintained; 
thc truth of creation is not even so much 

n~entioned. 
In the secwnd place, let us cleilrly see 

that the manipuli~tions of the new genetics 
arc ;in ilttc111pt hy Inun to play God. In his 
tlcvilish :ittcwpt to n ~ l c  t l ~ c  \vorld, he dcs- 
peri~tc-ly w;~nts to ~ I C  t l ~ e  creator. He \\rants 
to tlc.tcr11iine his own future and wants to 
tlcter~nine his o\vn make-up. He is not sntis- 

lied with the wily Cot1 ~ n i ~ t l r  I I ~ I I I .  1lt. Ili~trs 
tlic fact that lie is an i~~~:~gc'-l)ls;~~.~*r. Rntl~rr. 
lllc: scientists have gottcn togc>tl~c~r ant1 in 
cffec!t 11av1. s;licI, "COII~I~,  11.1 11s I I I S I ~ C .  I I I ~ I I ~ . "  

But n~ind you, not i~ftczr t11~ i~rli~gc- of God 
but ri~tllcr nftrr their o\vn in~i~gc*, ;~ftc.r t11c. 
i111agin;ition of their o\vn cvil Ilc~~rts. Ito~nans 
1 iq confirniecl. So is the hook of Revelation: 
Bal)c=l, the great \vliorc* Bal)ylo~~, h;ls heen 
visited. 

Lc-t 11s affinn, thirdly, t11:1t the itlei~s pre- 
sented above - die discoveric.~ iuitl prophrtic 
visions of t l ~ c  superscientist - ilrc an indica- 
tion to 11s that Christ is n soon-co~ninq King. 
The nlincles which the antichrist \\,ill pcsr- 
form, as spoken of in the Imok of Iievelntion, 
are not at all hard to i~ni~girlc. They \\.ill 
h a p p e ~ ~ .  \lark \\.ell the signs of the tin~es. 

And, fourthly, let us ccrti~inly ;~ffini~ that 
in spite of the vain Lnbblings of the super- 
scientist, we certainly tlo 11i1vc i~ c;dlina to 
do science, to be 1)usy in scio~tific een- 
deavors. God tloes reveal Ilirnsclf to 11s 
through his entirc creation - I I I ; ~ I  inclnded. 
Cot1 certainly does reve;~l 11irnsc.lf t l ~ r o ~ ~ p h  
o~lrselves - through our 1)otlic-s itutl ~nintls. 
Let's not let 11111>eIicving scit~nct. tlrprive us 
of that truth. Hut, Ict us c:r~~l)l~:lsi.~c> tl~ict tlic 
only \ V H ~  that m;ln c;ln I.V~!II I)~.gi~r t o ~ ~ ~ ~ t l e r -  
stand tl~is creation i~ntl tllc! rt~vcali~lior~ con- 
tained in it is by vietving crc.i~(ion thrrrl~gl~ 
the spectacles of S c r i p t ~ ~ r ~ .  X'li111, csvc.n after 
the fall, is still king of tlic. ~ ~ ~ ~ i v c r s ~  - not 
God, not creator as thca s~~pcrscicntist in- 
timates - lxrt king ant1 tlic only \sr;ly in 
t\,hicli he \\.ill properly esercisc his king.;hip 
is as a $enpant-king. He ml~st willi~lgly n ~ l e  
over and subject and esplorc the. creation 
as a senrant of God who has b ~ ~ t  one pur- 
pose in life, viz., to Lno\v i~nd  to glorify 
his Creator. There is not ;I sllrctl of cvitlence 
of this L z d  of servitude, of this kind of 
hunlility (the kind of humility expressed by 
the writer of Psalm 8)  in the entire Tirr~e 
article. 

Fii~ally, let 11s &in11 that Gird tndy docs 
give us sufficient grace to save 11s fmnl 
utter despair \\.hen we mlnr into contact 
with s11ch ideas. Shocking ;IS tlic article 
111ny he, thank Gotl that he Iiiis given 11s 
peace - peace of nlincl, pcilcc. of s o ~ ~ l .  By 
faith affirm tl1;lt Gotl is King- f~rrcwer. 

J. I ~ C I S K E S  
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REV. G. VAN BAREN 

"THE BALLAD OF BILLIE BLUE" 
I Corinthians 1 : 17 - "For Cllrist sent me . . . to preacl~ the gosljel- rlot ccith c0isdmn 

of ~~.orcIs; lesf tllc cross of Cllrist should hc irrc~cle of t~orlc. effect." 

The above titlc is tllc titlc of a ncsw 
movie - and s~~pposcdly ;I new kir~rl of 
 nov vie. This is not a revic\v of that movic~ - 
I haven't set.rl it and don't illtetld to. l i i s  
article is ratl~er ;a rcflectio~~ r~pon a movie 
rcview whicli ;~ppeared in 111e Baililrr (the 
first one I rcc;lll seeing in tllr Banner sincc- 
thC Christian Reformed Synod approvctl 
the attcnd;ancct of "goocl" movies) and an 
article by Rohcrt Plekker, D.D.S., entitled. 
"Christian Ilolly~vood hlovics" in this same 
macazine ( Hortner, January 21, 1972 ). 

Thc movic. is the firstfniits of a nc\ir 
"Christian Hollywood" film conlpany cnllctl: 
B.E. Productio~~s ("Better Entertainment 
for thc 1lntil.c Family"). Tht: 11ctw company 
was cst;il~lisl~c~tl \vller~ soii~c Refomictl ant1 
Christia~i Rcsformed busincsslnen invc.stccl 
Inore than SC,OO,OOO.OO cash; Dr. R. Plckkcr 
is one of these business~ncn. The con~p;uiy 
intc*nds to p rod~~ce  "Christian" fihns for 
profit. As I>r. l'lelikcr st;itc*s, they're "11o1 
goinz secor~tl-rate or thirtl-rate (they're) get- 
ting the best I-loll~~vood-tr;ii~~ed filmrn;~krrs 
t o  do a &st-class job." They've discovered a 
~lc\v male le;~tl star \\rho presents "an in- 

credible first perfomlance." The movict has 
already been "nominated for ttvo Iniage 
-4ix-ardh - even before release!" 

The movic appears to portray a family 
situation where the n~otlier is a womnn of 
no mor,~ls who finally bccomes a profes- 
siond prostitute. The ~no\.ie is supposecl to 
present the dreadful end of such a wicked 
woman, but also seeks to present "the 
salvation in Jesus Cllrist." 

M'hy (lo I introduce this sort of s ~ l ) j t ~ t ?  
I have received reports of some of our 
young people who find the movic very 
fawinating - in fact. \\rho sometimes attend 
these without parental knon-ledgc or con- 
sent. And such is tlonc in spite of knowl- 
edge of our position ns churches ;tgainst 
movie attendance. I stlspect that the prctsent 
stand of the Christian Refornied Church 
(allo\ving attendancc of "good movies) 
and no\\, the prodnction of a "Clrristiim" 
~novir. I>cco~ne tlic occasion of incrc>ased 
presurc upon you, young people, to ignore 
the lnwitic~n of our churches and attend 
such movics. 

Therefore, young pcoplu, for your Ix.ncfit, 
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consideration. and discussion. I would ad- 
tlrcss a few questions ancl reninrks to Dr. 
Plckker and Iris B.E. Productions. 

In the first place, Doctor. I tvant to 
state that I am greatly offended ; ~ t  the col- 
clusion you make in your article on "Chris- 
tian Hollywootl Slovies." You state, "We 
beg you for yonr prayerful support, 11cc:inse 
\r.l~at we ilrc tlning is most htirmful to the 
Dewil, and 11c. is n~ost intere\trtl in teming 
it apart. He \\.ill even use other Christians 
to attempt it." I greatly rescnt that claim. 
You state as fact that which is not proved- 
and I a n  convinced could not I)c provc*cl: 
that your n~ovic production is h:~rmfi~l to 
the Devil ant1 ht, ~vould w:lnt to tear npert 
this effort. But also, you clain~ t l~ :~ t  any- 
one oppnscd to your efforts of prod~~cing 
"Christian" filnls as the "Ball;~d of Hillie 
Blue" is being usecl b>- the Devil as his taol 
to tear apart Goci's work. .in1 I I~cing used 
by the Devil in presenting this article? Yo11 
clairn so categorically - thougli you 11:lvc 
never heart1 my objections. It scr~ns rather 
to me that Satan \vould use exactly such 
a tactic to still objections before thcy c m  
even be raised. I hope yo11 repuciiate the 
claim you makc.. 

In the sccontl place. Doctor, 1 co111cI point 
out that I have crave rcaserv;~tions aboi~t 
the pem~issibility of dramatization itself. 
But since you did not even entertain this 
as a possible objection, and to prevent ccn- 
fi~sion, I only mention this in p;issinp. 

In the thircl place, Doctor, hotlr you ant1 
the reviewer of 'The Ballad of 13illit, Blue" 
emphasize that it is necessary to I)c very 
realistic in such f i h s  - also when dealing 
with sin. You \\rite: "First, we insist that 
Jesus Christ is the Solution to real life, and 
we show it in dramatic, exampling, ancl 
believable terms. Here is where \ v r  may 
get into trouble \ \ p i t h  solile of yo11, I ~ c c a ~ ~ s e  
\ve are not sugarcoating our films, to please 
Christians. \f'e :ire using the I;inguage, ac- 
tions, and life style of the world, so that 
t l~cy m-ill identify. If \re ;ire honest 'up 
front' they \\.ill I~elieve us when w r  present 
the solution." 

The revicwcr of the fill11 writes, "But 
even so, this movie has its htll share of 
violence and ses and repulsive characters. 
Sensitivity to the realities ;ulcl problems of 
our society ~nnkr this &lost incvit;ihle. To 
reach our adult world, the protlucers, in 

this film, have had to focus on tragic ;~clult 
sit~~iltions. Billie's wife, Mae. is a viscrl 
devoid of ~nor:ils, and she shows it in every 
move~nent of her body, every \vortl she 
spits out, every deed she does. She's an 
r~nfiiithf~~l wife, and a disaster as a mother. 
Her dcgeneration into profession;ll prostitu- 
tion comrs as no s~~rprise. Yet, in its h:~n- 
elling of such a personality. there is no 
gla~norizing of immnr;~lity, but rather a 
po\vcbrfrll dmmatiz;itior~ of the truth nf 
Proverbs (5, 6 )  . . . ." 

Now, Doctor, I wo111d remind yo11 that 
you ( I  presume) ;is a Refomied nl;in ;11so 
sr~l>scribe to the instruction of our Hciclel- 
I)crg Catechism. I remir~d yo11 only of onr 
question and answer ( 109) : "130th God for- 
bid in this rammanbent  (7th), only 
adultery, and n ~ c h  like gross sins? Since 
1mtl1 our body and so~rl are temples of the 
l~loly Ghost, he  c o r n ~ ~ r : ~ ~ ~ d s  us to prcscrve 
tl1c111 pnrr ulcl holy: tlicrcfore he forl>itl.~ (111 
rrr~cl~c~.sfc iterctions, gest~rres, taord.~, thoughts, 
desires, and \\rhatevc.r c;ln entice lnen tl~rrc- 
to" (italics added). You subscribe too, to 
the Netherlands Confession. Can you r ~ ~ l l y  
agree with the staten~cnt in article 37? \Ve 
rci~cl: ". . . Then the books (that is to 
s:~y, the consciences) sl~all he opcnt.tl, and 
tlrc.  tle:ld judged according to what they 
s11;lll have done in this \vorlcI, whethcr it Ile 
good or evil. Kay, ~ 1 1  men shall gice an uc- 
corrr~t of m r y  idle lcmd they hoce spoken, 
rcl~icl~ the world on111 corrnts arncr.swt~ent 
rrrlrl iest: and then the sccrets and hypocrisy 
of  nicn shed be disclosecl anel lait1 open 
I~efore all . . . ." 

Doctor. are there unchaste gesh~res, 
\vords, actions in your fihn as you seem 
to indicate? Ho\v can any Christian per- 
for111 such even in play? How can any 
"Christian" film company allow any rln- 
cl1;15tc gestures, \\-orils, etc. in their film? 
If  they are in the film, you violate the 
\Vortl of God as maintained in our confes- 
sions. 

In the fourth place, Doctor. I would as- 
st~ruc. that in a "religious" film. there \vo~~ltl  
;~lso Ile prayer to Got1 - play-prayers to 
give thc appearance of piety. Can Got1 lms- 
sil,ly be pleased wit11 pretend-prayers? 
Docs not Christ mntle~nn this very sort of 
pri~ying in Slatthew 6:3, 6? 

In the fifth dace. Doctor. I notice that - .  
yo11 and the filn~ reviewer place e~~rpl~nhis 
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on presenting the gospc*l rchile ortertuining, 
t1111s attracting the \vorld. Yo11 \\trite, "Wr 
\\:ill never satisfy 'sir~nc.r antl saint' dike, 
so \\*e \-dl have to ~neet tlL. clii~llenge oh- 
jectively, in llis strength, antl go after t l ~ c  
'si~~l~er."' A~ltl thc ~.cvic.wcr ol' the film 
wrote, ". . . you see the beautiful opening 
scenes of a filn~ that is dedicatc.tl to con- 
vc:ying tiic gospel of Jc-sus Cllrist to t l ~ e  
111ovie gocrs of An~erici~, ~oliile c!~~I~!rtuir~i~~g 
tlloll!" 

Doctor, is this not that age-ole1 tarror (be- 
co~ning more l ) r e ~ ~ l e n t  in 13rfor1nc:d circles 
toelily) whieli suggr~sts that 1niu1's c1evc.r- 
ncss in makit~g the gospel attractive to the 
sinner \vill 1 ) r in~  him to repca~~t;~nce? Is 
this not why the prcbi~cliing is Iicing re- 
plilced by :dl sorts of other ~rogr:uns? Is 
not your supi)osition too that urllrss one can 
make son~etl~ing entertaining, the tvickc~l 
will not listc,t~? But is that Llrc position of 
Scripture? l)id not tl~c* discipb's ask Christ, 
"IVho then can 1x2 savtzd?" Christ s;iitl, 
"\\'it11 men tl~is is in~possible; 11ot with 
Got1 ;ill things itre possil~lc" (h'li~tt. 19:4.5, 
2 6 ) .  Did not Paul rc*jc.ct tlie notion that 
the gospel preaching had to be  111i1de pleas- 
ing to men if \cec wantcd tllern to hear? Did 
he not state, "C11rist st.111 IIIC . . . to prcach 
the gospel - tlot 1rit1l wis(1on1 of toords, lest 

the cross of Christ shoultl I,e made of none 
effect"? Yet art* yo11 not trying to (10 that 
v e v  thing - a-it11 thr  "\visdorn of words" 
to make the cross of Christ attractive to 
this \vorld? r\gain, did not Paul infi~llibly 
\mite, "For the l~reacl~ir~g of the crciss is to 
them tliat perish foolishnes5; b r ~ t  r~r~ to  us 
which itre saved it is the power of God"? 
( I  Cor. 1 :18). Rcad also John 3:3; fi:37, 
44. '1'11~ \visdom of the gospel \\,ill i~lways 
bc rejccted by natural man, and will be 
received with joy by the regenerated, called 
cllilcl of God. But I find it luphly inco11- 
g m o ~ ~ s  to mainti~in that the presentation of 
the gospel can come in a \vay entertaining 
to this \\.orld. 

I snspect, Iloctor, that yo11 are not tronb- 
ling the I3evil in production of this "Chris- 
tian" film. On tllc contrary, I suspect that 
he must Ile greatly pleased that yorl ]lave 
found ;i \\lay to unite light and darkncss in 
a way tllat the wicked will he enterlc~inecl, 
aud the faith of children of God \\.ill be 
further sub\~crted (11 Cor. 6). I i ' l~y  not 
ratl~er invest your 8600,000 in legitimate 
mission activity throug11 the preaching of 
the \irorcl by the Church of Jcs11s Cl~rist? 
That \vould have the desired fruit (Roni. 
lCI:l4, 1.5). 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
GLENDA DOEZEMA 

'I'his is tilt. sc.vcntli consecutivcs year that 
thr I'rotestant Refoncd Scholarship Com- 
mittee will receive applications for scholar- 
41ips from those of our young pcople who 
Iiavc. rlecidecl they want to prc!pare to I,c 
teachers or ~niuisters. 

The idea of a scholarship fund ealile into 
existence by the Federation Boartl in 1950. 
Jn I9G0, the ft~nd was achiauy rc*llized ancl 
continued to grow by nssessmcnt, offerings, 
ant1 d t s .  Thi\ fund became the "base," 

\vould give ru t~~rns  wl~icli \voultl IIC 11secl 
for scholarsliips. In 1966, thc fund had 
gro\vn large enough so that it \rfils possible 
to o f i r  scholi~rships. 

'I'lie first fivc years of a\vartli~~y: schol~r- 
sl~ips was difficult due to the sr~~;tll number 
of applicants. Only o ~ ~ c e  did the committee 

recei\*c: two applications :uld ~isually only 
one application w;s received. 

L.ut year marked a significant change in 
the number of applicants and scholarsliips. 
Eight scholarships were awarded ranging 
from $200.00 to $50.00. 

.b most of you probably well know, an 
essay is required in applying for a scholar- 
ship. I \\~onld likct to emphasize h a t  these 
essays are not rcclr~ired so that \vc can pick 
the "\vinners" from a group of brillinnt 
\vorks of art \\vliich required Ilor~rs of 
tctliou.; \vork (n.hic11 I hat1 tliou.qh~ to be 
true heforc: I \\-::s ;I member of the commit- 
tee and \\lab ;un;lzcd anyone dared to apply ). 

lnstc;~d, the rssny hopef~~lly gives 11s an 
idea of how rrri~eli sinccrity ancl conviction 
one fccls for thc topic assigned. This is 
reflected not only in what is said, bnt ltntc 
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it is sdil. So grammar iintl form \till 
shouldn't be neglected. 

Rules whiclt apply to scholarsllips arc as 
follo\vs: 

I. .b applicant must be a prospective 
minister or teacher. 

2. .in applicant will h e  judge-tl on sincer- 
ih, ability, and need. 

3. An applicant mr~st he it Ixq>tizecl or 
confessing niember of il Prote~t:mt 
Reformed Church. 

4. Each ;applicant must fill out :in ap- 
plication fornl and submit it to the 
committee Ily .\lay 1. 

5. The scllolarship will apply to t~litiion 
only. 

6. ripplicants shall promise i r t  writing 
to repay in full should they refi~se 
to teach or preach in our Protestant 
Reforn~etl Schools or Churches. (This 

does not apply to those who do not 
finish school, change their coursc of 
stndy, or arc 11nnh1e to preach or 
teach when they finish school.) 

I f  you are interested in applying for a 
schol;~rship, you can contact your society 
secretary or this uriter for ;in application 
form. 

'I'hc i~nportance of ottr ministers i~nd 
teircllcrs can never Ile ~rnderestimatecl. Our 
clr~rrches and schools are the supporting 
friumework of our tlenomination. \i7ithcrnt 
tl~crn, u-e 1%-ould soon lose our distinctive 
trutlrs. Slay God grant us His C c ~ c c  to 
m:~int;~in these truths! 

The Beacon Lights Staff thanks all 
those w h o  participated in our  recent 
contest. Winners will be announced 
later. 

FEATURE 

COMPROMISE 
MR. J. M. FABER 

Once upon ;I time, in a w;~ysitl' pontl, a ship \vhich w;rs promising to grow into ;I 

frog and a s~~nfisli developril .I l~mutif i~l  I>triltling romance. The frog whose was the 
friendship between tliemselvrs. 'l'l~ey seemed stronger character of the two, so sorcly 
to have so many things in common. They wanted the sunbll to join him on the lily 
both u7ere fond of \vornx and undenvater pild, and the sunfish was ripe for any rug- 
bugs on their menu. They liked to s\virtl gc\tion of compron~isc to overcome this dif- 
side by side, swerving around .~nd behvten fcrt-uci- I ~ c t ~ e e n  the111. She was eager to 
the weeds and stenlc of water lilics, swirling 
and cavorting about like little t;~(lpolrs. Oh, 
of course, there were a few activities which 
the frog liked in u~hich the bonny sunfish 
cmuld not join him: b e  liked to sit and sun 
himself on a convenient lily pad - and 
\vould do so by the hour, to the chngriu of 
his little friend. The sunfish, on her pi~rt, 
co111d breathe under water irnd never had 
to come up for air, xvhich the frog tried to 
imitate to greatcr and greater Icngtlls of 
time until he 1)ccame somc\\~hat green in 
the face. Other differences ill tltrir ~nake- 
11p \vcrc rtoticctl from time to time, 1 ~ 1 t  tltr 
major irritation to their growiug friendship 
\\-as the obviot~s mjoj~nent  the. frog focntl 
on his toadstool-pedestal as he s ~ ~ t ~ n c d  him- 
self prior to his kcrplunking dive into the 
cool depths of the pond. Tltis on(: fact 
finally became the only rift in tl~cir friead- 

plmsc. her white-vrstcd frierrcl. 
Mr. MTatersnake( who else!) came gliding 

along :~nd saw the frog and the sunfish 
looking very sad. In 16s fatherly way, he 
said, "hTo~, now, children, surely it can't 
hc i ~ s  l ~ a d  as that! What is yonr trouble? 
\.YIty itre yon looking ;IS thoitgl~ you tl~o~tght 
tht! sky was about to fill1 on our pond?" 

Tltc two friends cagc.rly told the scq~cnt 
ill1 their \voes. each one trying to pretend 
tllst the trotible was rtot really unsum~ount- 
;tl~lc if they coulil only be shoum. .\nd, as 
1ni~11t be ex-ectecl, the u-ily srlake suggc*stecl 
;I con~promise. IIe  w11ispcrc.d in the curs of 
thca frog, "Sr~ggc.st to Iwr lo try to t;~kc. s 
swift suim though thc water and t.~kcb a 
h i p  and glide up on the lily pat1 for juqt a 
little while. Tell her she needn't -;t;~y as 
long ;IS yo11 do, but just to show her \\filling- 
ncss to tt~eet you I~i~lf-\\.ay to smooth out the 
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c1ifTicult~-. Then, let rile know how it morks 
o11t." 

And to this sunfish, wlkiug heneath the 
surface, out of earshot, the slithering snake 
snit1 to her, "I'm sure thet your trol~hles arc. 
,111nost ovrr. I f  you will only ~rrc-et your 
friend half \viry he will cooper;~te \rvith you. 
Don't cry, littlr sunfish, a little bit of corn- 
prc~niising will go a long way. \Vhy don't 
yo11 i~bk hi111 to stay 111rdcr water Tor longer 
atit1 longer periods so you can I I ~  together 
11111ch u1ore to enjoy things you have in 
common. Let llir knonr how it conles out." 
Ant1 the evil one went his way, chuckling 
to himself, "1'11 compromise tlir~ii to death 
onc. of these diiys." 

Early tht- ne\t ~norning tlie frog, w l ~ o  
re;~lly was tlics strongrr of the two, sidled up 
to the n~nfi\li and said. 1'11 tell vou what: 
~ O I I  takc n swift swim towards my lily pad 
:~nd glide up on it; 1'11 I)c tlirrr to catch 
you \o you won't slip off. If you sti~y there in 
thc warn1 \rlnshine with me for a little 
while, I will go do\\.n to the Imttom with 

the nest ti111e. Thc Snake tolcl nie that 
is an e~aniple of conipro~nise, wh;~tcver that 
may mean, bnt he said it always works. So, 
how allout it?" 

'I'he silly, gullible s~mfisli, c:tgc-r to plcilse, 
quickly a.grerc1. Against all the w;lr~lings of 
her parents, and fro\vns of licr friends, she 
acloptcd the :~cIvice of that slinky deceiver, 
l l r .  Watersnnlie! She stvim at f ~ t l l  speed, 
wrrfnced, ant1 glided on to the lily pad into 
the arms of her green-coated admirer. They 
hot11 relasecl in the glare of the r~oon-day 
S I I I ~ ,  the frog to his sensuous cnjoynent, 
and the &sh to her doom. In ~iioments her 
eyes glazed over, and when tlic frog saw 
I~cr  with eycs closed he ilnapincd shc w;ls 
cnjoying the sunbath as well as hi.. IIe then 
decided that hlr. Snake's advice was good 
for their relationship, so he gallantly dove 
fron~ his pncl and swam to tlie I~ottom, re- 
solved to stay there as long as tllc sun6sll 
remained on the pad. Silly de:~cl sunfish! 
Foolish dead frog! 

The littlr folk in the po11i1 11c.nrd Alr. 
Sc.rpmt say in fie~lclisll glee, "I like that 
\vord, compromise; how can folks think that 
aftrr a unio~i 1>11ilt on co~npromisc: they can 
csl)c.ct to 'livc 11:lppily 'vcr after'? The poor 
fish!" .And n snlc-I! of sr~lfrir followccl l l i~ i~ .  

0 0 0 0  

J;~ck belongs to the "A" cllurcli dmomina- 

tion; Jill has h ~ r  ~nenlbenhip in tlic "B" 
church. Their I~udding rolllance de~nands 
closer tics, so tlie Serpent \vhispers the word, 
"Why don't yo11 cwmpromise;Y' Sometimer 
it really amount\ to an "i~djiutnient of con- 
hcting principltts h); )ieldinq a pi~rt of 
each" (\i'rh.sfcr) ; u ~ d  then Jack and Jill ask 
for their membership papcrs to join the 
"C" drnomination. Both yielded ar~d were 
united on a lo\vc.r spiritual level. They 1~1th 
resembled the fish with eyes glazed over in 
(spiritn;il) death. Usu~ally, though, the 
weaker Jack, or Jill, >-ielcl their "pz~rt of 
spiritui~l principle\" and adjust to the. other's 
principles. That, according to the Serpent, 
is the second-best solution. But \-ou milv be 
sure that Satan tlrvelops oppositio~l to the 
\\'arc1 of God itrosf c k t i c e l y  throrcgh a 
spirit of comyron~ise. 

Eve fell in coriipromisc with the Devil 
and compromisc.tl lier husband with lier. 
The descendants of Seth eventually com- 
promised with those of Cain and were 
destroyed \*it11 them in the Flood. One 
wonders if thc Shemites compromisccl with 
the builders of the Tower of Babel ant1 also 
were scattered ill the Coditsion of Tongues. 
Abraham's nepbe\v compromised the. future 
of his f;uilily w1ie11 he I~is  tent to- 
wards Sodom." Aaron wns guilty of coni- 
promise \\?lien he  made a golden calf and 
called it "God." In the period of Judges. 
Israel repeatedly compromised with the 
idolatrous practices of thcir neighbors and 
\\.orshipped Baal and Ashtoretk That en- 
tire period is marked by the cycle, rcnc\val, 
co~ripromise, apostncy. In the time of thc 
Kings (which \v:ls in itself a compro~nise) 
the history was still that vicious cycle. re- 
newal, compro~nise, apostacy. 

In antithesis, tlie heroes of faith invari- 
ably stood f h l  against any compromise with 
the \vorld system of their day. Daniel faced 
the lions in their o\vn den; his three friends 
faced n fiery death in the furnace rather 
than co~npromise uith the pagan religion. 
Sehetili;lh, Elijah, Jeremiah, David, and 
other great n1c.11 of Gocl acted 11po11 tllr 
IVord of Cad rather than comproriiisc with 
public opinion. Consider the Cliristiiin 
martyrs, 1)eginnitig \\*it11 Stephen, who dif- 
fcred fro111 the co~~~l>romising Christia~~s who 
"love 11le praise of nlen morc than the praise 
of God" (John 12:43). 

Thc Bible clearly sets forth the antithesis 
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that should br  revealed in your w:~lli, yo~lng C111istinn believer, liced this urgent .LC\- 

Christians: "Bc ye not unequi~lly yokrcl t:,- mc~nition: "Be\v;~rr lcst ye also, beinc Ivd 
gether \vit11 t~nbc~lievers"; "And I)c not con- nw;ly \vitl~ the error of the wicketl, fall fro111 
formed to this wvorld. but be yc tmns- yotlr o\vn steadfastness" (I1 Peter 3: 17 ). 
fornled . . .": ". . . . havina the for111 of 
godlint.ss, b11t tlenyinp the power therr- 
of . . . ." 

CRITIQUE 
DONNA VAN UFFELEN 

GOING THE SECOND MILE 

Do \ve "go the second milc"? Or is the wol~tler "just how fitr is this second lnilc?" 
first far enough? Are \vc content wit11 Tlic Irngtli of this "second mile" varies ac- 
doing only \\hat is required of us, and that cording to the per\or~:ll abilities of each ill- 

tvhich is consitlvrcd "average"? Or (lo we di\,ic111al. It is us far as our o\\n pnrticttlnr 
strive to do t1i;lt "little extra," or attain allilities allolv us to go. 
those "above :~veragc" goab? Iiimt of all, ;ITC concernrtl wit11 our 

A grcal 111;ljorih of 11s wvo111tl have to ho~nc: livcs, \\,here t l ~ e  hegi~inir~gs of our 
:inswver t l ~ i ~ t    no st of the time wcs go ns far "goil~g the sccond mile" lie. It is i111port:lnt 
as is necessary, doing only thosc: lllicgs tc~ Icanrn how to :lccept tloing a little estr;~ 
which are reclt~ired of us. The tcSr1r1 "aver- w11ilc wve are still young. In our youth, this 
age" consists of qnite a large arc;l and is ;I tlifficdt thing to Icnm because so often 
m11c11 too often many of us arc content to wca 11;tve R hard time doing even those 
fall some\r.here within this uspa~~sivr things required in thr "fust mile." \\'hen 
cate~ory. In  this category lies :I I I I ; I X ~ I ~ I U I ~  ollr parents ask us to do somethiug we oftcn 
ant1 a ~nuiirnt~ni, and the ~nini~nurn son11 coll~plain and feel that even such ;I SI I~ ; I I I  
1~ccornc-s s;ltisfnctor?. to many. After all, if reqr~cs* is a great chore. This is not ;I 

we strive only for the average, \\thy reach gootl waj- to begin to learn ho\v to so  the 
the rnasiniu~n average as long ;IS the mini- "sccond mile." By doing the little thir~gs 
mum mfficcs? rt-cluired of us in our youth, it is easier for 

\ire can spc;lk of "going the sc*cond mile" 11s to learn ho\v to (lo ;I few extra thillps, 
co~lcerni~ig many aspech of our livc~s. 7J7t: ;~nd  begin to tr;lvel on that road of the 
o?u speak of it in our home livrs, our second mile. 
school or occupational lives, and our Church Another portion of our livcs in wvhich 
lives. \\'e know \\-hat i< r c ~ ~ ~ ~ i r c c l  of us in many of us need improvement is in our at- 
each of thc.;e ;Ireas of our livcs ;~nd  most of titude to our school \\pork iind later to the 
11s :Ire ;11,le to attain the ";lvcr;~ge" goals \vorli \vliich \.e do while at our job. First, 
as far as tllr tl~ings whicl~ wc ~rlr~st clo ;Ire- wc5 ;ires satisfied \\.it11 doing the I I I ~ I I ~ I I I I I I I I  

concemctl. 1311t can any of 11s sincc~rcl~ ; I U I ~ I I I I I ~  of studying with wvhich \vc can 
say that illis is the best policy to follo\v get by. And then nuny of us are sntisfirtl 
thronghout our lives? Surely !nost of ub wvith n grade of "C" I~ecause, after i11I. t11'1t 
\vould agree tint it is not. But t11cr1 \wre ask, is "average." For a great ~nany of us. this 
"Howv far must \ve go?" And our answer ;Ircrnpe is belo\\, ollr pcrsonal ability. I.utcr, 
should I)r, "the second mile." Ihcn  w r  \v11c11 \ve work for pay, wve often d ( ~  our iol> 
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wit11 t l ~ c  I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I I I I  ;umount of ability ncces- nlust "go this second nde"  \villfully. \\:c 
sary ;uitl \vorL 111;~inly with t l ~ c  itlt.;~ of the must not fc.c.1 that we are forcecl illto cluing 
pay coming :~ltcr our work in mintl. thcsc things. It is also inlportarlt tlri~t \vc. 

l;innlly, : I I I ~  111ost important of all, \ve do these tliit~g.; from the heart. Thcy 11111st 
must "go tll:lt second ~llilc" \\*llcrc~ 011r not he lllcrc ouhvard gestures \vllich \ve 
Church livc.; ;irca concerned. The  first rnile put on for t l ~ c ~  \vorld to ee. IVc 11n1st strive 
b attending Church services ant1 nlaybe to clo these l i~ t lc  extra tl~irlq, of the King- 
going tn socic-ty and a catechism cl;~bs. .And dom berarlse of our love and gmtitudv to 
of \\.hat docbs tloc-s this "second tlrilc:' con- Cmd. 
sbt? 111 "going t11c' scconcl milc," \vcs nus t  In l l ;~tthc\v 5:11, C1iri.t s;~ys. "A~lcl \vho- 
preparc* for e111r socic:ly ~ncc*tings nntl ttttcncl soever sli:~ll co~npel thee to qo :I ~ ~ ~ i l c ,  go 
thosc r ~ t m  111c.cttir1gs \vhich are not rc.clllirecl with him t\\.;~in." rlrc \vc ready to "go tl~ct 
of us: \\,c 11111st 110t only reacl the I3il1l', we second ~nile"? Even more inlportant, arc \ve 
must st~rtly i t .  l lost  important of all, wc LL'I'N~IIC to "go the second mile"? 

VS. E R R O R  

REV. ROBT. C. HARBACH 

By-Path Meadow and Doubting Castle 
Co~lsitlrr rcell tlle p1t11 for yorrr f re t  and all gorrr rcuys rc,UI IIL, sirrr. l ' r~ r r~  riot to tlrc 

rig111 or to the ldt;  keel^ your fool ntcay fro111 c ~ i l .  - Solo111o11 

As Christian and Hopefill cvcr ;111tl ; ~g ;~ in  
co~lsultctd t l~cir  map to comp;u.c it \\,it11 
the collntry thcy were in, they foltnd ;I 

place chnrtccl in gold print which rc;ld, 
"Behvccn her street and the rive-r, from 
this side and th;~t,  \vood of life" (Rcv. el:.' 
Gk.) I11 a I ~ o r t  \vhile, sure enough thry came 
to a plr*:ls;ult ri\.t.r \vllrre there \\'as ;I bronze 
historic 111:trkcr which informc.tl trnvclers 
that in D;~vitl's clay it \\?;ls called "tllc Itiver 
of God" ant1 in John's dily, "tlic~ Ilivcr of 
Life's \vatc*r." Estcnding out fro111 thc I~ur~l ;  
of the rivc-r to\\*ard tlle parallelil~g street. 
and ;tlso fro111 the s t rwt  toward tllc.  river. 
\\-ere \vooclctl ;trc:ts full of the forest spccic..;. 
Trce of Lift.. On the stretat \\,ere many 
mansions. c;~cll onc having a rear vic\\r and 
nlrl thro11gl1 its own forcst park t l ~ ~ \ v n  to 

tllc rivrr's I ) ; I I I ~ .  Ilcrc they walk(.tl \vith 
great delight ; ~ n d  drank of thr  rivcsr, pure 
and bright ;IS crystal. Yet they soon dis- 
covered that thc \vay they must go dcp:lrtrd 
from the river, I~ect~nie  very rough. \vns Il;~rtl 
on weanr fcct and \vore them do\vn \vitll 
discour;~ge~nent. T o  thc left of their ~nis'r- 
:ible path \vas ;I 1,eautifitl meado\v, ; ~ l ~ o u t  
like the mc;~do\ \~  of lilies they had jt~st Icft. 
-4 path conveniently led to it wit11 ;I sign- 
post \vliich rta;~tl, "By-path \leado\\,." At 
this point t11cy conwlted not their Itlap :l11(1 
i b  chartrtl tlirc-ctions, hut ceeing t11;tt thr. 
~ncnclc~\v \\..I\ it long thisir \vay. thcy tlrcid~.tl. 
at Chrirti;~n'> ~ ~ r g i n g .  fur the r,lsic.r going, 
since it ws.; not out of their \v;~v. Christi.tn 
\%-as sure t l~ci r  collrse \\-a< right . I I I ~ ~  \vise 
\\hen a Xlr.  in-confidence they I I I ~ . ~  tllc.rc. 
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in the   no st convincing tones assured them 
tht. \v;ty hcforc. I(:d to the heavenly rity, 
\\'he11 nigllt C ; I I I I ~  on, neither the way nor 
tl~cir nr\v ;~cclrl;~int;tnce. Vain-corlficlt-nce, 
cn111d bc- sccn. Rut they could hear 11in1. 
Ilc. w;15 m11c11 worse off, for they heard 
him st111n11le and fall clown into a shaft deep 
into the ground. Tiley Ilcard him break 
into pieces as he s tn~ck bottom. Their 
frantic c;111 to him \vent ~~nanstvered, es- 
ccpt for a mon~entnq- faint far-away sound 
of groaning from the bowels of the carth. 
I.Iopefitl looked at Christian with terrified 
tnisgi\.inps. his voice trembling with a 
q~~;~vering. "\\'here are we no\\-?" Then it 
l~cgan to pollr do\vn torrential rain LS 

blinding lightning flashed and thunder 
crashed and derpening waters s\virled :dl 
 round the~n. Christian, himself thundrr- 
struck \vitll the realization that he had led 
them both  stray, could not ans\x7er. 

Yo11 see \\,hat it is to take the road to thc 
Irft. ;ilso to take up too quickly with 
stritngcrs, and to prefer an easier path than 
the strait \\,ay. You hear others falling. 
They \vent just a little farther into wrong, 
but were d;~shed to pieces in tllcir fall. 
\Vh:it takes yo11 olf the right road to the 
left? Is it that you were w;~metl timc anrl 
ng:rin. ;inti tl~al, too, in love, hut yoti u7erc: 
just too pro~~cl to listell? \\'as it sorlle wilful 
rlisol~cdicncc \vhich Pride convinccd you 
was only modern thinking md doing? Was 
it sonic self-intlt~lge~~ce or self-intercst you 
supposed perfectly harlnless to yo~~rself or 
to othrrs? Oh, that little bridge bet\vecn 
the Sarro\\. \\:a?. anci By-path hleadow! that 
little gangway of agreement between the 
Church and the \\'orld! Keep your ears 
open and you \ d l  hear all around you 
many falling in Israel to be  dashed to 
pieces. .he  you, lately, falling too much 
under the pourer of the world? or for the 
modern baits of Satan? or under the power 
of your youthful lusts? Have not many of 
your familiar acquaintances fallen into the 
horrible pit? Be not deceived, evil company 
corrupts good manners ( I  Cor. 15:33). Are 
you aware of the tlangers of bad company? 
If not, then, "riu.ake to righteousness" (v. 
a), that is, "Sober up in tile right way." 
Satan has you in n dn~gged stupor. Or are 
you betnusecl with an opiate of the people 
-people likc Saint-Simon, Sartre and riltizer? 
Sober up in the right tviiyl Take n deep 

drink fro111 that shining river :is :III antidote. 
Sober up rightly :~nd sin not. for sotnc have 
ignorance of God. This to your slln~ncl \+'hat 
a shanre, if you, like the Siidcl~~cccs, know 
nc.itllcr the Scripture, nor the po\vcr of God! 
"Some have not the knowlcclgc* of God." 
They 11;lve hcerd it rcad at tl~cir taljle for 
yrar5, and Ilave held the Book in front of 
their o\vn ryes for years in thc. society of 
otl~cr young pcople, yet hnve Ic;~med notll- 
ing of it. The god of this age  hi^^ l>lindcd 
their minds. They sleep wit11 their eyes 
open. Or they shut their eyes ant1 think 
of nothing. They looked into tllc Book with 
the sightless eyes of a ~nole, s;l\rr nothing, 
thought nothing, Icirmctl nothing. Is that 
you? Stop slumbering in By-p;~tll Ileaclow! 
Sober up in the right \vi~y. "Seek ye out 
of the Hook of the Lord, ;tnd read" (Isa. 
31:lG). "Seek ye first the kingtlom of God 
and Hb righteousness" ( hlatt. 6:33). Then 
yokt really rcill "awake to rigl~teor~sness." 
If you h;lve cars to hear, yo11 will 11e;tr 
every day Inany falling fro111 t11c easy 13y- 
path fro111 hateful pride, or d ~ t ~ r ~ n i n e c l  prej- 
udice, or n,orldly 111st into irrcvoc.~l~lc ruin. 

Our hvo travelers are not yet as advancrtl 
in the School of Christ, or in thcir pil- 
grimage, as Paul and Sil;rs \vc,rts in l'llilipl,i. 
There, \rdlen they saw tl~clt tlrc w.~y t1cpartc.d 
from the Crystal River, inrlc.~tl of feeling 
"not a littlc sorry,)' they actunlly Ixokc out 
into song, making the dark prison cell-block 
ring nith psalms in nielodio~~s d ~ ~ e t \ .  They, 
as you would expect, wonld remind one an- 
other of \rhat the Lord's brother says a b o ~ ~ t  
counting it d l  joy sv11en \ire f,ill into vario~rs 
trials. They \\lould look at each other, and 
onc \vould say something likc this, "\\re 
really know better than to think the King's 
\Yay is all along a bed of lilies. \Ve also 
know that this way departing from the 
Shining River is, for the timc. 1,etter for 
us. wvhich we shall see soon crlottgh to be 
so, certainly at the end of our jol~mcy, if 
not sooner. \%'hat we must do is p n x d  
in this \\*ay, for h~ it \\ye shall find out that 
gooci and acceptable and perfect will of our 
God . . . ." Are you some\vl~i~t p~tt out be- 
cause the \ ~ i y  to Canzian ih so round-about, 
,und through so mi1c11 dreary \vildemess? Do 
you "becomc deprcssccl in spirit ;IS n resitlt 
of the ro~~tc"? (Num. 21:4, NIIV). \V;~tch 
out! You are prob;~l)ly lookit~g itround to 
tlle left of your narrow ant1 lli~lly trail for 
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a softrr ; I T I ~  "hettcr" way. l'a~~sr. it 111oment 
to write irlsirle the fly-leaf of y1111r Chart 
Book the r~rotto, "With Gocl ;111y\r11cre! 
IITithou t Gocl I ~rrwhcre!" 

\\'ell, our t\vo heroes got out of tl~cir fix 
in By-path Ileado\v, didn't they? They 
did; but not 1)cforr "they hacl like to have 

j been clro\vnetl ninr or ten tinles," and, \\.hen 
they did, thcly I;~nded in a very dilrk, nasty, 
stinking t l~t t~gco~i  it) the castl~. of tllc Giunt 
Despair. 1'111: gi;ull had a wih:, in some 
respects rllorc ;I giant than Ile. Ilowc~ver, her 
name was not cs:~ctly gigantic, for it wiis 
Diffidence, a name denoting I;tcl; of con- 
fidence in oncst:lf, or lack of tntst in one's 
o\im \visdon~? j~~tlglncnt and ability, inclucl- 
ing Distn~st of otl~ers, suspicio~ls, tloul)tful. 
In othrr rrspcLcts, you see, sh~ .  \ri~s sln;illcr 
than a dwilrf - or should I say, s111;11ler than 
a I-Iol)l)it? S l ~ e  it was who co~~t~sc~llc*el hcr 
giant-11otlic.tl liut ~nidget-l)rait~otl I~usl~ancl 
to 11r;lt our two f r ie~~ds  with ;I crii11-tree 
cudgel, \vhich Ile did, so badly (hat they 
were not a l~lc  to movt? all night. The gi;int's 
continued attacks on them were fc;~rf~tl ;tnd 
nith no nl>;~tc.n~cnt, unless ant1 until the 
nlonster fell into one of his fits. For in 
slmshioy wc;~ther lie fell into fits wvl~ich 
disabled l1ir11 i l l  the use of his hilt~tls i~nd 
arms. (Dcbsl)i~ir, you see, cloc~s not com- 
pletely ovtsrcotnc the believer.) Yo~t rarely, 
if ever, reid ilnything like Buny;ln's Pil- 
grim's Progress or his Jerctsc~letr~ Sinner 
Sarecl, or likcb Bishop Hyle's Ilolir~c~.ss, or 
Boston's Iltirr~c~rr Nottrre in Its Fotrrfold 
State, or Giant Despair's d~tngc*on in the 
books of tod:~y. \1711y is that? Is thcrc. Ic~ss 
sin in the \rlc~rltl today? or no tnorc t11;1n 
thcre ever w;~s? or did these writc*rs go 
into lahyrintl~inc. tlrtail in analyzing the 
csceeding sinf~tlnrss of sin? \Verc: they ex- 
treme in holtling that death ;inti hcll arc 
the wages of sin? Are we in this day of 
modern psychology and psychintry better 
conquerors of fci~r, doubt and clc.sl);iir'r' *Ire 
wc ndvtuncc~tl I)cyot~d the sgirilr~al c~ps ;~ncl 
do\vns of s ~ ~ c l r  tnen as Jo13, I)i~vitI, Ioui~l~,  
Peter, Jalncs, Jo111l and P:unl? Asi~pl~ Irad 
bee11 in tl~itt tlut~geon of C i ~ s t l ~  Dc:sp:~ir. 
He recortletl some of his cspcsriencc thcrc 
in P s a h ~  77. He, as David, h;~tl ;I ilcep 
sense of sill, ;I high vie\v of Cotl, i~ncl ~ f t e n  
his stricken 11cLnrt was full of tliffidcncr. 
Are you not Inore at honlr with Asu1)l1, 
with Diivid, :~nd e\?en ivitl~ B I I I I Y ~ I I ~  th;m 
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with the tloctors of motlem l~cl~;~vioral 
proble~ns? 

.\win, it \V;IS not the giant hitnsclf, l>ut 
his c;wtle-l1;1g \\rife who tldvisecl Ilinl to 
brain-\vash thc t\ceo pri\oners \\,it11 t l ~ c  sng- 
pestiorl to (lo ;c\r.;~y with thernsel\.es. In fact, 
Christian hitnself Irardly h c - \ r .  \\.11;1t \vi1s 
hest, \\,hetl~cer :o live or to tlic. IIc \\.its 
tempted to cl~oc~>c strangling r;ctl~c.r than 
life, and \\.its l)rol>itl)ly carrect in cli~i~ning 
that the gr;lvcS \\roi~ld be easier tl1i111 the 
dungeon (Jol) 7:15). But I r r  is t~ow lo;tn~- 
inp that it is not nccessi~rily the Lortl's \\.ill 
to bke  tl~ra easier course, and nc-vcr ever 
His \\ill to sin. Further, he is co~trfortrd 
with Hopeful's ci~ution against aticicle, and 
is reminded t11;it suicides do not put an vncl 
to their cxistcnce. Indeed. the giant's oltl 
crone s;c\v to i t  that the two tor~~~i?t~ter l  
captives wcsrcB shown the bones ; I I I ~  sk~~l l s  
of those the Ciant had broupht to :I violent 
end - tllr honc.s of -Qrithophel, Zin~ri, Saul 
and Judas. 

.\slph ;tlso knew the meaning of "Call 
upon \fc in t l ~ c  day of tro111)lc. I \\dl 
deliver thec, ilntl tlro~t shalt glorify \ l r "  
(Ps. 50:l.j). .As .%saph \\-;IS co~~nscllcel to 
do, so did C11risti;tn and Hopcf~~l  in the 
dungc.o~~ of 1)111111ting Castle. 'T'hrt~ Chris- 
tian tliwovc~rctl in amazement that I I ~ !  Ir;~tl 
dl ;tlong ;I kcy in his breast pockct, wlricl~ 
no\\- he f;~iletl not to ul the p r i so~~ lock. 
The key hilt1 engraved on it one \r.ord. 
Proriaise. The pron~ises of God deliver from 
Despair. Bunyitn in his Grace .-\bottrltlirtg to 
tlw Chief of Sii~rters brings us his cspcric~~cc 
in IDoubtin!: Castle. I le  tells IIS,  tor^ In;iy 
see nluch, n l ~ ~ c h ,  I say, of the gr:lccL of Got1 
towards me. I thank God 1 c;~n corl~rt i t  
much, for it \\,;is alIovc my sins, nntl Siltan's 
tenlptations too. I c;m remember IIIY fci~rs 
and doul)ts, ; ~ n d  sad months, with comfort; 
they are as the head of Goliath in rtly 11;lnd. 
There \\?as nothing to David likc Cmli;~th's 
sword, cvrn that stvord that should ha\ve 
been sltcatl~utl in his bowels. For thc very 
sight ant1 rc~ne~nl)r;~nce of that (s\vor~I ) (lid 
preach fort11 C:otl's deliverance to 1ii111. 0 1 1 ,  
the rernrtnl)ri~~~ct. of my grcat sins, of Iny 
greitt trmpt;~tio~~s, ; I I ~  of my grcnt I~clp, 111y 
great supports from heaven, ant1 the great 
Face that Cod e\.tendecl to sue11 a \\pretclr 
.& I!" 

K e ~ l )  yi111r f o ~ t  n\vay fro111 evil! I'rorn 
the wmng pi~th you tnay l)ull Litck tlrc: OIIC 
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foot \vliicll h;ls slipprd there. But if both of 1ongc.r reacli you, ancl \vottltl (lo n o  good 
your feet arcL there, you may I>r n l r ~ a Q  if it did. 
\vay o t ~ t  of sizht, where advice will 110 
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PROTESTANT REFORMED C O N V E N T I O N S  
by DANIEL BOONE* 

Again last August we as the Protestant 
Refomled 1-oung People had the privilege 
of ~llrcting for our annual convention. We 
had the privilege of sharing our Christian 
faith a* \\.ell as Christian fellowship: or ditl 
\ye? Some qttestions have been raised by 
our Protestant Refon~led people concerning 
the value of our conventions. It is my belief 
that it was with respect to this problem 
that the B ~ a c o s  LIGHTS staff has asked 
sevcrirl people to give their reactions, oph- 
ionb, or sitggestions, of conventions past and 
prcsent. 

I am very pleased to see this important 
matter of our conventions being openly tlis- 
c.rtsscd. This attitude reflected by the 13x~cos 
Lir.rrrs sho\vs two things. First, that they 
:ire concerned \vitll our church's views of 
our z~ctivitics. Sccontlly, riot only arc they 
concrrnctl with doing \vhi~t is right I ) r ~ t .  Lbey 
also \ve~con~c suggestions to improve on 
the prcsent system. Therefore. I find it en- 
cor~r;iging to see this matter openly discussed 
rather than avoiding and neglecting it. 

Before espressing my onrn reactions of 
nnd s~~ggcstions iibout our Protestant Re- 
fonnccl Conventions, \vc$ shonld kno\r. \vhnt 
their purposc is. If wc check the constitu- 
tion of the Federation Board 1v11ich sponsors 
our conventions, \ve find no specific purpose 
as such stated. However, the purpose of 
our conventions \vould he the same as the 
purpose of the Federation Board namely: 
"To enable all Protestant Reformed Young 
People's Societies to work in close unity. 
To guicir these societies so they develop in 
filith and cloctrine particularly hy means of 
;I I.'eclrriltion publication. To give unitecl 
csprc~ssion to onr specific Protestant Rr- 
fortnecl c11;aractcr." 

\\'ith this in mint1 I feel the conve~ltiol~s 
hi~vc rnorc tl1:111 fillcd these require~nents. 
Esil~ninitlg orlr last convention we h d  tllnt 
this \\'as certainly Sorlth IIolla~~d's objectivt.. 
This is clciirly sho\vn in their prayer. "I1 is 

our prayer as a host society thirt this con.- 
vention \\rill deepen our love towards one 
another so that all can see th;lt \ve are 
Christ's disciples; that our faith may be 
strengthened to take up our crosses and fol- 
low Christ; and that wc \\'ill continue in 
the truth which shall make its free." Their 
prayer was made in ~unncction \\.it11 their 
theme, "Disciples of Cl~rist." Their theme 
was subdivided into three spccchcs given by 
our nlinisters. These speechcs were, "The 
\ , l i d i  of Discipleship," “The Costliness of 
l)iscipleship," ancl "The I'rccclom of Dis- 
cipleship." 

Not only did \ve share tllcse spiritual 
truths but also Christii~n fcllo~vship. It was 
a unique assembly of more tl1i111 L\vo hun- 
dred Protestant Reformccl Y I I I I I I ~  People 
gathr,red together. It is not cvihrp clay that 
\\,e can I I > ~ ~ L  with our ow11 pt-ol>ll. from such 
a variety of places. In fact, it's only for five 
or sis di~ys n ycar and mayhe for four or fivc 
years on an average that wc can come to- 
gether. However, when you attcnd, it is a 
uniclt~e c-qerience being with a group this 
si.e for ahnost a w~eek. At the\c conventions 
yc111 see fmliliar faces. You mert many new 
yor111g people as well as the p,ircnts of the 
hobt .society. I am always impres\ed with 
the hospitality that is displayed by thebe 
parents. These p'arents arc \r7ann, sinccre, 
giving Chrbtians \r;ho in Inany countless 
\x7ays make this Christian fello\vship at our 
conventions possible. 

Sounds as if our conventions are perfect, 
doesn't it? \\'ell, to I)r lioncst they aren't. 
IVe do not have '1 100% repr~\cnt.~tion at 
our mectings: \vr do tiot havc ii IOIR- partic- 
ipation i ~ t  our disc~tssion group; rlor is 1005 
of our indivic1tt;il ti111e tlrvotc.tl to tl\\,ellirlg on 
tho co~lve~ition tlietl~es. I lo\vc.vor, who's itt 
faul~? The prohlem tlocsn't stc~li from 1;lc.k 

O I ) ( t n  is n r~ronber of orrr Sorrtlt~rc,~? cl~trrch 
i l l  Grarccl Rupids. 
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of cfl'cjrt by our col~vc.ntion hosts, I~ut  r;~tl~cr prepale, the morc 1 receivc. IIow much do 
t h ~ .  problem is our I;tck of effort. I Ilave you \\.ant to receive? Try rending JOIIII 
found that with Gotl's help. tlic Inore 1 14:13--71 i~nd  XIatthew 7:i-11. 

SOME IDEAS FOR BETTER CONVENTIONS 

by BARRY GRITTERS* 

Since I have only I~ccn to one cor~vcr~tion, 
I '.trl only takc itl(.ab f ~ o m  it and fro111 wllilt 
little I saw of the. orlcb we hacl 11c.rc. in Red- 
lantls two years ago. 

First of all, there is sornetin~es a tr;ins- 
portation problem, s~tcll HS to and frolu tlie 
br~\incss meetings or getting a ride to tlit. 
c1111rch or meeting p1:lc.e to leavc for nn 
ou t i~~g .  I think it u ~ o ~ ~ l c l  be a gootl itlc.;~, if 
po$\il)lr, that everyonc \tay in one. place 
like a university or college dom~itory or in 
a few big places whcrc there is transporta- 
tion ;~vailable. 

Another thing is t11c place3 to visit. I 

The 111;lin reason that \vc. have Youllg 
People's Conventions is to Ir;~ve fello\vship 
with Christ a l ~ d  with otl11.r Protestant Rcs- 
fonlied Ixc~plr. I think t11:it there co111d be 
some improvelnent in the cliwl~\sion groups. 
Since thcrc. is no tinw to prepare for the 
cliscussio~~s, I think tlie outlines should IJI! 
niore elal>orittc. If the oi~tlincs were handed 
o~i t  ahencl of time, mayl>c more people. 
wvoulcl ferl c;~pnble of participating in tlrc 
discussiol~. 1)iscussions arc the 111ost iln- 
portant aspcct of the convention and since 
some people don't like then1 very niuch, tI11.y 
shollld he m;tcle Inore interesting for every- 

tliil~k that almosl csvcryollt! likes lo stvim or one. 
do somethi~~g in connection \vith wittcr or 
w:~ter sports. It morllcl be a good idcs:l if Gr& (, tt,e,,,~er of orrr ~ ~ . ( l l ~ ~ ~ ~  c/,trrclr 
thcre collltl be  one outing to a lake or sonle arld $ prc,so~tlv 11 .vt~rtlcttt ot Ontario Chris- 
place where \ve GIII s\\<n~ or be around tian Higlt Scl~ool. 
water. 

CONVENTIONS: WHAT'S YOUR ATTITUDE? 

VI VAN DEN TOP* 

I think convelrtions are really great. The 
host society works diligently to make tlie 
\vcek ;I long-ren~eml~ered one. At all ti~nes, 
tlic host society slro~~lcl bear in lliind that 
tlir convention is to I ) c a  first of :~ll, spirittt;~lly 
rtlifyiug, ,and only sccondly cntcrtaining. 

171c niain fault, I~owever, lies not in the 
host society. The ones to blame are you 
ancl I. \\'hat clo we cxpect from a conven- 
tion? A big, wilcl \veck away from the 
folks? A chance to I~nvc that big "l)ooze" 
party? A time Lo colnc: in whcncvcr yo11 
pic-asc and not be ticrl down to a curfctv? 
A week of fun if you skip the cliscussion 
grottps, mass ~nectings, ctc.? Tf any of 
thrse attitudes are ours (and 1 fear they 
are), then rce arc* tlic ones to I)lan~e for ;I 

poor co11vc:ntion. \\It, arc to b1a111c I)c*ci~usc! 
Jvr co~~i t .  wit11 11)o \vrr~ng altitlltlcs ;1ne1 
n;ctur;llly leave feeling tliskq~stecl. 

\\'hen you say that ;I conventiol~ was OK 
but not as neat as you expected, stop and 
think. \\:hat did  yo^^ expect? I f  you ex- 
pectrcl to go and I>e spiritunlly b ~ ~ i l t  up ill 

the conipany of other Protestant Rcfonnecl 
youth, conventions \\.ill 1101 be a disappoint- 
ment. A co~ivention \\.ill fill you spiritually 
if yo11 colne with that desirc. 

If you collie for the fill1 and feel that 
"church s t ~ ~ f f "  is the bad part, stay home. 
If you COIIIC to "raise the roof' and feel 
negative totvard the spirih~;il aspect, stay 
home. Stay home because people like you 
detract from the h e  purpose of the con- 
ventior~ : I I I ~  you \\dl not 1)enefit. 

On the othcr hand, if you feel a positive 
calling to your Protestant Reformed heri- 
tage, conie. Come, if you desire the fellow- 
ship of othcr Christian youth. Come wit11 
the attih~de that you need .I spirih~al filling. 
You \\*ill not be clisappointed. 

It i s  the hope of the staff that these 
articles wil l stimulate discussion and 
lead to even better conventions. 
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LETTERS T O  THE EDITOR 
Ilear Ileadcrs. Thc.>c& t;~petl rcl,roductions ciln I>(. pur- 

Oftc,rl ,\.e I,ciltl i l l  ,.NE,t.S - F1lOII. 
cI~>~wcl at a \ ? e n  I I C J ~ I > ~ I I ; I ~  cost. 

FOR, I,ND ABOUT OUR CI~IURCI~lES., For furt11c.r inforll~ation plei~\c* \\-rilc: 

column of I31:nco~ L ~ c r l ~ s  i1r111s of interest 
'I'.-\IJE LIBRARY 

concerxing the nclivities of o ~ ~ r  Protcst:int 
1047 .Al,TO AVE., S. E. 

licfor~ilccl Cl~r~rchrs. For cs;in~ple.s - from 
GR.AKI) R-\PII)S. 511. 

Tlli. t.~lcleavor is sl,onsorccl by .l'he \lission the Nov. 1071 iss~lc* - I find tl~ilt 1ec.tr1rt.s 
Comlllittec of our Protestant Reformed \\err given in I,oth the Grand Rapids area 
Churchvs. I as.llrc. you tl~;ct all rrql~chts for 

itnd in Sot~th Holli~nd, Ill., by the Rrvs. 
i~&(:r~~~:ttio~l ~-cgi~rdittg 111e tilpcs ~ v i l !  bcs Robert 1)eckc.r nntl G.  Van I3arc.11. Altho~tgh 
prc:~nptly i~~~s\\-crccl. H. \ ' .~suEI~ \VAL 

I \%-as nrlt prctsent i ~ t  eithcr of these gather- 
ings, I I~avc: I)I-CII i~~fonll(btl t11:tt 110th ~neet- The Beacon Lights th3nks the f~ ! lowing  
ings \vere \\fell attcncled ;~ncl \ifere enjoyed for their gif!s: 
I)y ill1 \vho li(*i~rd tlrc? prvcl~eh rctnclcrctl. Southwest congregation $41.65 

But - even though I did not attend tll tsr .  Loveland congregation 41.74 
111c=etings - 1 enioycd thc lect~~res none- Southeast congregation . 24.27 
lItcless! Iqo\v? 13y ~llc~i~ns of tape rrcortlinqs! David Ondersma 10.00 
I \vidr to inform c*:~ch of you that tape re- Richard Kreuzer . .. 12.00 
cordings of thcse t\tro 1ect111-cs, i111c1 of lllilny Hope Sr. Mr. and Mrs. 
other Icctnre n~eetings, heltl in our churches, Society 25.00 
itre :t\~iiiIablt!. First Men's Society ... . 10.00 

from, for, and about our churches 
JEANNE GRITTERS 

From our First Church: 
hbol~t  160 young people attcndecl the 

n n n ~ ~ a l  wintcar banrluet, hcld this yrar on 
Jiunu;try 38 ill IHopc School Gy~n. Sc~ui~l t~riar~ 
Ron \?an Overloop \\,as Slaster of Cerct- 
tnonic.<: Jerry \'antler Kok l>layetl his cornet 
and D:I\'OI~:I hliersmn sang n solo for the 
spcrcinl nunibers. Tllc h r lne  was "The step:; 
of it coot1 man are ordered by the Lord," 
and Professor 11. H:~nko spoke on this sub- 
ject. h film 011 surfing \V;IS shou~l~  ancl the 
evening \\,;IS closet1 wit11 the singing of 
Psillter No. 101. 

hlr. i~nd  Ilrs. Dave Doczctmt~ rcjoicc in 
thc. I~irth of a daughter, Jodi Lynn, 11om 
on Jn1111;iry 4. 

From our South Holland Church: 
Ilr. ;tnd hlrs. Hc~lry J. Zanclstr:~ rrjoice 

in thr I~irth of a son. 
On Jitnunry 11 the Ladies .Auxiliary 

spoa~orccl all evening in which ProEcssor 
Ilanko spoke on "The Scriptural Conception 
of thc Child ;IS to I~tnotioni~l nn~l Spirit~till 
I>evelopment." 

.-\ .;on \\-;is horn to Slr. ;IIICI llrs. l'llonlaa 
Staggs on I)ecenll~cr 20. 

P11l1lic confessiorl of faith \\,;IS nlatlca 11). 
Joanllc. Stouwic on Janllnry 30. 

Rol~crt Hoving left for senicy i r ~  lJ.S. 
Savy on J;unuary 3. >Iis itddrcss is: 

SR liobert IIoving, Jr. 
3-21-U-34(%3 
U.S. Savy, Col~~l)ilny 011, H;tttaliclrl 25 
R w n ~ i t  Training Con~nland 
Grc;~t Lnk(.s, Illil~ois (i0088 

From our Loveland Church: 
Thc Sllntli~y School presented their Cllrist- 

rnas propr;un on I)ece~lrl,er 20. The. title 
of tlic program \\';IS in LLttin - "In Alnori 
\'erit:item Ilice," ~ne;tning "In Lovc \\'itrlcss 
the Tn~th." 

On \\7cd11c*sclay. I)t.ce~~~lIer 23, tht. young 
ptoplc met togetlrcr as ;I go1111 sncl went 

From our Hope Church in Walker: 
Jerry Dykstrn left for 111ilit;lry scrvicc ~ I I  

Jn~lunry 7. IIis :Iddress is: 
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Pvt . Gerald L . Dykstra 
385-56-6771 
Co . A., 1st 1311 . 1st BCI '  Bdc 
Ft . Polk. La . 71459 
(4111 Platoon should be wittnti in the 
bottotn left-hand comer.) 

The Jnniaic;~n Committrr sponsored a 
progralll in Hope Church. held aftcr tllc 
evening scrvic~ on January 2 . ncnv . G . 
Lubbers. \rho was visiting Grand Rapids 
with his \\rife for a short time. reportcd 011 

his labors in Jamaica. and slrared some of 
the problenis that he enco~tnters on the 
island . 

XIr . and \Irs . Clarence Kuipcr were 
I~lessc.tl \\?it11 the 1)irth of a baby boy on 
J;inuary 7 . 

Thr 1, .~ptisnlal certificate of David h 
'Tenis \v.~s receivc.cl from the Mope Christian 
Ileformcd Church . 

The membership papers of Mrs . Donald 
Cook and the baptismal certificate of her 
son. Slia\vn. wrrc* sent to her at  1rc.r recluest . 

David Ler Tanis and lliss Carol el zing;^ 
were united in marriage on January 3 in 
I lope Church . 

\lr . and l l r s  . John Besselsrn rejoice in 
the birtll of a dnitghter. born on January 8 . 
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Je. H. - Jennie IIoving 
J.H. - Jon H~lisknn 
J.K. - Jo l~n  Ii:~lsl>rek 

0 G.K. - Karen Earsten 
') - 5 ,  

C N 
K.K. - Ken Koole 

urn?  R.K. - Rev. J. liorlc-ring 
% a  D.L. - Dave L:~nting 
C C Q  
CC. ;L A.L. - Agathn Lubbers 
C - .- 
v 

-, R.L. - Rachael I abbers  
, :-, - 
4 ;- : R.G.L. - Rev. C .  1,ublwrs 
tJ u ;.: T.N. - Tllomas Kr\vl~of, Jr. - - 
6 I -' 

S.P. - Suc Porte 
* C _I C.R. - Calvin Rritsmn - .- 
- _ -  - - R.R. - Hosalyn~~ I%eitsnln 

' 2  - J.S. - Jim Slopse~na 
( ; .Zg R.S. - Rev. . \ I .  Schipper 
If: E L  .- . t -  
L' d ,.. S.T. - Suc Terpslra 
C 2 R.V.D. - Rev. Vnn Bare11 

pt Z \'.\'.D.T. - Viola VanDenTop 
9- w 

R O ' J  D.\'.U. - Donna \'an Uffelcn 
5 0 ~  B.W. - Beth \rTrstra 
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