


“Behavior reflects personality.” 

“It isn’t easy, and it’s never 
pleasant, putting yourself in 
these guys’ shoes—or inside 
their minds. But that’s what 
my people and I have to do.” 

John Douglas 
FBI  Special Agent  
Behavioral Analysis Unit 
Developer of Criminal Profiling 



“Action is character.” 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
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“Be sure not to discuss your 
hero’s state of mind. Make it clear 

from his actions.” 
Anton Chekhov 



“Action is character.” 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 

“Be sure not to discuss your 
hero’s state of mind. Make it clear 

from his actions.” 
Anton Chekhov 

“A character is what he does, yes— 
but even more, a character is 

what he means to do.” 
Orson Scott Card 



Number of the page where 
the action is described. 



Number of the page where 
the action is described. 

Action the character does 
on purpose, with intent. 
(From the text.) 



Number of the page where 
the action is described. 

Action the character does 
on purpose, with intent. 
(From the text.) 

Why the character does the 
action, the intent. (From 
your mind.) 





Partner 1: 
I think the motive is ________ because 
________ . 

Partner 2: 
And I think the motive is ________ because 
________ . 





TRAIT 
(claim) 

DEFINITION 
(warrant) 

deceitful practicing or tending to practice 
trickery 

cunning very good at using special skills to 
get something done 

Character trait. 
(From the list.) 



TRAIT 
(claim) 

DEFINITION 
(warrant) 

deceitful practicing or tending to practice 
trickery 

cunning very good at using special skills to 
get something done 

Character trait. 
(From the list.) 

Definition. 
(From a 
dictionary.) 



Partner 1: 
I think the character trait that best fits this 
action and motive is ________ because 
________ . 

Partner 2: 
And I think the character trait that best fits this 
action and motive is ________ because 
________ . 



Character trait that 
describes someone who 
does the action with this 
motive. (From the list.) 





• Point 
• Evidence 
• Explanation 



The first part of a PEE paragraph must make 
your POINT. In other words, state your claim. 



The first part of a PEE paragraph must make 
your POINT. In other words, state your claim. 
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EVIDENCE from the text that supports the 
claim. (Be sure to use quotation marks and 
include the page number from the text.) 



The first part of a PEE paragraph must make 
your POINT. In other words, state your claim. 

The second part of a PEE paragraph provides 
EVIDENCE from the text that supports the 
claim. (Be sure to use quotation marks and 
include the page number from the text.) 

The third part of a PEE paragraph provides 
an EXPLANATION showing why the evidence 
supports the claim. In other words, give the 
warrant. (For our character timelines this is a 
combination of the motive and the definition 
of the character trait.) 



paragraph template 
Trent is __________. 
 
I know this because on page __ “__________.”  
 
__________ means __________, and when  
Trent __________ , he means to __________. 

character trait 

evidence from text 

definition 

motive evidence from text 

character trait 



paragraph examples 
Trent is deceitful. 
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Trent is deceitful. 
I know this because on page seven “he 
simulated sympathy and compassion during the 
interrogation.”  



paragraph examples 
Trent is deceitful. 
I know this because on page seven “he 
simulated sympathy and compassion during the 
interrogation.” 
Deceitful means practicing or tending to 
practice trickery, and when Trent simulates 
sympathy and compassion, he means to trick 
Carl into confessing. 



paragraph template 
Trent is __________. 
 
I know this because on page __ “__________.”  
 
__________ means __________, and when  
Trent __________ , he means to __________. 

character trait 

evidence from text 

definition 

motive evidence from text 

character trait 



paragraph examples 
Trent is cunning. 



paragraph examples 
Trent is cunning. 
I know this because on page seven “he 
simulated sympathy and compassion during the 
interrogation.” 



paragraph examples 
Trent is cunning. 
I know this because on page seven “he 
simulated sympathy and compassion during the 
interrogation.” 
Cunning means to be very good at using special 
skills to get something done, and when Trent 
simulates sympathy and compassion during the 
interrogation, he means to use the standard 
detective interview skills to make Carl feel 
comfortable enough to confess. 
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