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Part One: Biography 

 

For this portion of the project, your students will be writing a biography one 

historical figure who plays a part in the novel about whom they would like to 

know more.. I have included all graphic organizers you will need to help 

scaffold your students’ writing and ensure the best possible written product. 

You will find the following pages, in the following order: 

• Suggested Schedule/Pacing Plan 

• Common Core Language Arts Standards for grades 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

• Prewriting Graphic Organizers 

• Requirements Checklist 

• Grading Rubric 

• Final Draft Paper 

All of the pages are designed for you to copy and hand to your students. 

There is no need for you to do any cutting, pasting, manipulating, or 

anything of that nature (unless you choose to.) The standards can even be 

printed, backed, and hung on the wall as is. 

The Prewriting Graphic Organizers include space on them for the students 

to write the rough draft of each individual paragraph. Use that to help 

organize the students, however, in my own class I then have them transfer 

each paragraph to a separate sheet of paper where they can put all 6 

paragraphs together as a rough draft. This allows them several times to 

revise and edit, as well as helps keep them better organized throughout the 

writing process. 
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Biography: Writing Pacing Plan 

 
Based on 30 minutes per day: 
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Common Core Language Arts Standards 
Grade 5 

Writing Standards: 
 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related 

information logically; include formatting, illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aid 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 

presented. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflections, and research. 
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Name #: ________________________________ Date: _________ 
 

Biography: Information Gathering Organizer 
 
Subject: 

____________________________________________________ 

In the boxes below, write any and all information you can gather about your subject. 

Include dates, important events, specific time periods and occurrences in the subject’s 

life. The more information the better. 

 

Early Life 

 

 

 

Middle Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later Life 

 

Historical Contribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S.	  
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Name #: ______________________________ Date: ___________ 
 

Biography: Introduction Paragraph 
Subject: 
____________________________________________________ 
 
The introduction paragraph must lay out for the reader WHO your subject is, WHAT the 
major contribution to society is, WHERE and WHEN most of the subject’s life took place 
and WHY that contribution is important to our society as a whole. You must introduce 
the person to your reader, without giving out any major details (that will come in the 
body of your biography). 
 
Fill in the boxes below with the information from your research: 
 

 
 
Using all of the information above, write the rough draft of your introduction paragraph 
below. Be sure you have at least one thing from each box in your paragraph. 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name #: _________________________________________ Date: _____________ 
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Biography: Conclusion Paragraph 

Subject: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Using all of the information above, write the rough draft of your conclusion paragraph 
below. Be sure you have at least one thing from each box in your paragraph. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Name #: ____________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

Biography: Body Paragraphs 
Subject: ___________________________________________________ 
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Name #: _______________________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

Biography: Writing Checklist 
 

Subject:_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
My writing: 
 
____ Has an interesting introduction that includes WHO my subject is, 
WHAT my subject did, WHEN and WHERE my subject lived, and WHY the historical 
contribution is important. 
 
____ Has 4 main headings: Early Life, Middle Life, Later Life, Historical Contribution. 
 
____ Has information under each heading which accurately and factually tells the story 
of the life of my subject. 
 
____ Has a conclusion that restates the HISTORICAL CONTRIBUTION, HOW that 
contribution helped during the time period in which the subject lived, and the IMPACT of 
that contribution. 
 
____ Uses descriptive language, strong verbs, and specific nouns. 
 
____ Develops idea clearly with explanations, details, and examples. 
 
____ Uses capital letters, punctuation, correct spelling, and correct grammar. 
 
____ Has complete sentences. 
 
____ Is written in paragraph form. 
 
____ Includes a bibliography that lists the sources of information for the report. 
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Name #: _______________________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

Biography: Grading Rubric 
Subject: _______________________________________________________________ 
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By:   __________________________________ 

                                                                
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part Two: Hanger Person 
 

 
For this portion of the project, your students will be creating a “Hanger 

Person” in the likeness of the subject. 

 

Gather the following materials before you begin: 

 

A wire hanger for each student 

Large WHITE railroad tag paper (18” x 24”) 

Scissors 

Tape 

Glue 

Art supplies needed to create a “person” (ie: construction paper, felt, yarn for hair, foil, 

metallic paper for buttons or glasses, buttons, markers, collage materials….ANYTHING 

you have that you think the students would like to use to decorate the hanger person) 

 

About a week before I begin this part of the project, I ask my students to bring in any 

wire hangers that they have around the house. These are the type of hangers that you 

will typically get when you pick up your dry cleaning. If these are not available to your 

students, regular plastic hangers will work as well. 

 

Depending upon my schedule, I usually allow for 2 full weeks to get these done. The 

students often are not working on them for very long, which is why I block off such a 

long time period. 
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Creating the Hanger Person 
Step-by-Step Instructions 

 
To construct the actual figure, you will need a hanger, the railroad tagboard, a pencil, 
and a pair of scissors. Each of these steps should be done by the students, with 
modeling done by you. 

 
 

1. At the top of the tagboard, place the hanger so that the “neck” is hanging off. 
 
2. Trace the outline of the hanger. This will come in handy for the next few steps. 
 
3. Remove the hanger. The shape that is drawn is the basis of the shoulders/arms for 

the person. From there, create the torso, the legs, and feet. Have the students draw 
the torso first, imagining that the shoulders, arms and chest are where the hanger is. 

 
4. If your student wishes, he may draw extended arms coming off the hanger.  

Otherwise, he will attach hands later. 
 
5. Cut out the body outline completely. 
 
6. Begin to decorate it to look like the historical biographical subject. 
 
7. Attach the hanger to the back of the shoulder area with tape. 
 
8. 8.  Create a head, using a circle and some art supplies, and attach that to the neck of 

the hanger. 
 

9. 9.  Display in the room with the written biography! (I like to have my hanger people 
holding the biography in their hands or on their bodies) 
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Name #: _________________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

Hanger Person: Grading Rubric 
 
Subject: ___________________________________________________________ 

 


