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Dear Friends
     
I am excited to share with you some of our major 
accomplishments over the past year.  As you know, 
the Brown Pelican was recently removed from 
the Endangered Species list.  This monumental 
achievement represents the culmination of over 
30 years of conservation work on the part of 
Audubon, our coastal wardens, and our partners. 
In 2010, Audubon also coordinated major habitat 

maintenance and restoration on Sundown and Pelican Islands, 
recorded some of the highest Roseate Spoonbill numbers 
ever on Green Island, and our coastal program and wardens 
were featured in Audubon magazine. 

Our Audubon Centers continue to connect Texans to our rich 
natural heritage – providing science education opportunities 
to children and engaging Texans of all ages in local, hands-on 
conservation efforts. Over the past year, Trinity River Audubon 
Center (Dallas) served 18,000 children and won an Award 
in Environmental Excellence from the Center for Nonprofit 
Management; Mitchell Lake Audubon Center (San Antonio) 
served over 4,000 children and won several awards, including 
receiving an honor from the South San Antonio Chamber of 
Commerce at their annual Legends Gala.  Audubon Texas 
has taken a leadership role in drafting a strategic plan for the 
Texas Partnership for Children in Nature – a public-private 
collaboration with the goal of enabling Texas children and 
families to spend more time outdoors and better understand 
our natural resources.

I am looking forward to the opening of the Dogwood Canyon 
Audubon Center at Cedar Hill this summer and, in the coming 
years, the Sheldon Lake Audubon Center in Houston.  These 
centers will provide us with expanded opportunities to connect 
Texans to the wonders of nature. We also worked hard to 
reopen the Sabal Palm Audubon Sanctuary in Brownsville, 
after being forced to close it for 18 months due to border fence 
issues.  In partnership with Gorgas Science Foundation, this 
527-acre ecologic gem is once again open to birdwatchers 
and other visitors from around the world.  

We continue to work with local chapters to help us identify 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) and address other local issues that 
need attention.  In 2010, we worked with Houston Audubon 
to gather data necessary to nominate Columbia Bottomlands 
as a state level IBA, and distributed more than $10,000 in 
mitigation funding to chapter conservation projects. 

This year has been a year of conservation successes set 
against a backdrop of economic turmoil and one of the worst 
environmental disasters in history.  Despite these hardships, 
Audubon continues to persevere and bring real progress to 
the Texas landscape.  I thank you sincerely for your support, 
and ask you to join us in making the coming year a new high 
point for Texas birds and their landscapes.

Sincerely,



Important Bird Areas
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Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are sites that provide 
essential breeding, wintering, and/or stopover 
habitat for one or more bird species.  Audubon Texas 
has embarked on a course to strengthen Texas’s 
Important Bird Areas Program.  With assistance 
from our Audubon chapters, public agencies, and 
conservation organizations, we have identified 19 
IBAs in Texas.  Identification of these sites aids us 
in focusing our conservation efforts on those areas 
that are the most significant for birds at a statewide, 
continental, or global level.

Photo: Reddish Egret, Greg Dimijian

Green Island, a Global IBA in the Lower Laguna 
Madre, is one of our most important coastal sites. 
This 114-acre island is a bird paradise and a critical 
site for colonial waterbird populations at both state 
and world-wide levels. 2009-2010 Roseate Spoonbill 
numbers were some of the highest counts ever at 
this site. It is a site of global importance to Reddish 
Egrets, hosting the largest colony of Reddish Egrets 
in the world.  Green Island also hosts one of the 
world’s largest Roseate Spoonbill colonies and is a 
haven for Brown Pelicans, Snowy Egrets, and Great 
Blue Herons. 

Photo: Roseate Spoonbills and Laughing Gulls, Peggy Wilkinson 



Protecting Texas’s Natural Heritage
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Coastal Stewardship Program 
In light of the recent disaster in the Gulf, our efforts to recover 
and protect coastal birds have never been more important.  
Many of the oiled Brown Pelicans that were cleaned up 
from the spill have been released in Texas, and Audubon 
Texas will continue to assist state and federal agencies in 
monitoring their progress. In addition, we:
 • Coordinated over 900 volunteer hours on Sundown 

Island, improving habitat on 45 acres of the island 
 • Worked with partners to address severe erosion on 

Pelican Island by installing a 1,300 ft breakwater
 • Hosted a meeting with nine coastal partners and 

stakeholders to develop strategies on increasing 
knowledge and awareness of the impact that human 
disturbance has on colonial waterbirds

 • Launched an Adopt-an-Island campaign that raised 
more than $25,000 for coastal conservation

Photo: Brown Pelican, Bill Stripling

Quail and Grassland Birds Program
This program is a long-term, science-based project to help 
recover the rapidly declining populations of quail and other 
grassland birds on the Texas landscape.   During the past 
year, Audubon Texas staff have presented at workshops 
for land managers and other habitat partners, assisted 
with prescribed burns, provided new management plans to 
landowners, and made 26 site visits to new cooperators. 
We also hired a new senior program manager, Kelly Reyna, 
Ph.D.  A native Texan, Dr. Reyna has more than 7 years of 
research and on-the-ground habitat restoration experience, 
and is an expert on Texas bird populations, including game 
birds, grassland birds, swallows, coastal birds, and other 
bird species.  

Photo: Northern Bobwhite Quail, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources
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Audubon Centers and Education
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Today, the majority of children grow up without any 
direct experience of the natural world. Our young 
people are the leaders of tomorrow, and without direct 
experiences with nature, they will be unprepared 
to take an active role in caring for it. Our Audubon 
Centers focus on local ecology and feature hands-
on, outdoor, science-based programs developed with 
local school districts in alignment with state curriculum 
standards.   Through Mitchell Lake Audubon Center 
(San Antonio), Trinity River Audubon Center (Dallas), 
and Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center (Cedar Hill), 
Audubon is engaging over 24,000 students per 
year, mentoring conservation interns, and hosting 
workshops and programs that connect children and 
adults with nature. 

Audubon Centers are special places that unveil a 
world many children and families have never seen, 
sparking a lifelong love of nature. 



Financial Summary
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Audubon Texas is deeply grateful to all of the individuals, 
foundations, and corporations whose generous contributions 
have supported our work to conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems and bring environmental education programs 
to thousands of school children.   

As indicated below, we are proud to report 90% of every 
dollar contributed to Audubon Texas goes directly to 
conservation and education programs in our state.

Thank you for including 
Audubon in your planned 
giving:

Carlos and Eulalia Araoz 
Dr. Mary Lee Archer*
Billie Bard
Stephanie Barko*
Charles Bartlett*
Ronald Blair
Cathy Bougere
Travis Bullock
Shirley Collins
Ronnie & Joel Cummings
Craig Damuth* 
Rita Dawson
Drs. Lorna & Dodge Engleman*
Alberta Ewing
Nelda Foster
Glenn & Carolyn Haluska
Audrey Hardaway
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Heppner*
Mrs. J.W. Terry Hershey
Drs. Robert & Louise Hutchinson
Hildegard Kaigler*
Raymond Keale
Joseph & Muriel Jean Krause*
Barbara Kyse*
Dr. Ruth Lofgren*
June Mattingly
David McCombs
Lisa Meacham*
Homer Murray
Virginia Newman*
Richard Norris*
Rucie Earl Odom
Jason O’Hara
Cynthia Patino
Barbara Richert
Jan J. Roberts*
Kerry Saari
Jackson Kelly Smith &
 Dr. Sue Ellen Smith
Nancy Strickland
Douglas M. Stuart
Lydia Test*

*gifts designated to Audubon Texas

To ensure that your planned gift or bequest 
is specifically designated for Texas 
programs, it is important to designate 
“Audubon Texas” as the beneficiary.

Photo: Reddish Egret, Greg Dimijian

Audubon Texas Board of Directors

David Litman, Chair
George L. Bristol, Vice Chair
Andy Sansom, Secretary
Lynn Brown
Jill Goff
Dr. Jose Martin

Paula Peters
Robert Potts
Dr. Larry Sall
Dr. John Whittle
Jim Winn

EXPENSES
  Education and
  Centers
  Science and
  Sanctuaries
  Management and
  Administration

INCOME
  Individuals
  Foundations
  Corporations
  Government Grants
  Earned Income

10%

65%

25%

50%

10%

13%

12%

15%



Thank You For Your Annual Support
Gifts received 7/1/09 – 6/30/10

$100,000+
Anonymous
City of Dallas – Park and
 Recreation Department 
Dallas Foundation
Capt. & Mrs. Charles Doolin
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Doolin

$25,000 - $99,999
Audubon Dallas
Boone Family Foundation
ConocoPhillips Company
Coypu Foundation Trust
Dixon Water Foundation
Ms. Kaleta A. Doolin
ExxonMobil Pipeline Company
H.E. Butt Grocery Company
The Horizon Foundation
Houston Endowment Inc.
Eugene McDermott Foundation
Deedie and Rusty Rose III
San Antonio Water System

$10,000 - $24,999
Austin Community Foundation
Bank of America
The Boeing Company
Mr. Charles C. Butt
Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries 

Program
James A. ‘Buddy’ Davidson Charitable 

Foundation
Robert and Michelle Diener 

Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
George and Mary Josephine Hamman 

Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Ms. Katherine Perot
Pine Tree Conservation Society, Inc.
Quail Unlimited South Texas Chapter
Shield-Ayres Foundation
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford L. Thomson
Valero Energy
George and Fay Young Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Ms. Donna Bailey
Cowden Charitable Trust
Malcolm C. Damuth Foundation 
Fluor Foundation
Forever Foundation for Texas Wildlife, 

Inc.
The Jacob and Terese Hershey 

Foundation
Lyda Hill Foundation
V.H. McNutt Memorial Foundation

Quail Unlimited - Greater Houston 
Chapter

Rackspace Managed Hosting
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William Rose
Mrs. Jan S. Sanders
Ms. Lydia B. Test
Texas Instruments
The Trull Foundation 
San Antonio Area Foundation
Rachael and Ben Vaughan Foundation
Waste Management 
The Zachry Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Dr. Mary Lee Archer
AT&T
Aveda Institute San Antonio
Bank of America Foundation
Mr. Bruce V. Ballengee
Mr. Charles M. Bartlett
The Boeckman Family Foundation
Mr. George Lambert Bristol
Bromley Communications
Anne and Brent Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Errol J. Candy, M.D.
City of San Antonio
Mr. B. Gill Clements
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Community Foundation of North Texas
The Conservation Fund
Couture Carpets International, Inc.
Mr. Robert S. Craine
Ms. Carol Crosthwait
Trammell S. Crow
Nichole and Chris Culak
The Dallas Foundation
Dallas Jewish Community Foundation
Mrs. Ann Drumm
Earth Share of Texas
El Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon Society
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift 

Foundation
Mr. Calvin Finch
Mr. and Mrs. David Finfrock
Mr. Daryl E. Freling
Frost National Bank
The Alfred S. Gage Foundation
Golden Triangle Audubon Society
Green Haven Industries
Mrs. Helen K. Groves
Mr. Manuel Guerra
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
The Bryant and Nancy Hanley 

Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Hargrove, Jr.
Ms. Janet Hendricks
Sharon and Don Henley

Steve and Martha Hixon Family 
Foundation

The Tim and Karen Hixon Foundation
Houston Audubon Society
Mr. and Mrs. John Jaggers
Hayley Killam
Ms. Barbara C. Kyse
Junior League of San Antonio, Inc.
Kathi and Tom Lind
Mrs. Blimy Lemberg
Brian Lidji
Mr. Steven J. Lindley
Dr. Ruth Lofgren
Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Lorch
Ms. Pam Luce
Ms. Julia Marsden
Mr. William W. Mason
Mrs. Eugene McDermott
Jim and Ann McMullan
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust
Ms. Catherine T. Milbourn
Mitchell Lake Wetlands Society, Inc.
MM Terry Ranch, Ltd.
Neiman Marcus Group 
 Matching Gift Program
Mr. Olen Nelson
NuStar Logistics, L.P.
Genevieve and Ward Orsinger 

Foundation
Palmetto Partners, Ltd.
Ms. Anne Parrish
The Partnership Project, Inc.
Peck Family Foundation
Ms. Paula Peters
Mr. Robert Potts
Ruthie and Paul Premack
Mr. and Mrs. H. Charles Price III
Recreational Equipment Incorporated
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Reese
Mr. Chuck Ribelin
Jan J. Roberts
Mr. Tal Roberts
Rosewood Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Larry D. Sall Ph.D.
San Antonio Audubon Society
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sansom
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Schoolar
The Scotts Company
Ms. Shelly Seymour
Jesse Shumway
Mr. Fred Stephens
Mr. Timothy Stuart
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas 

Inc.
USAA Foundation
R. P. Washburne
Mr. Jim Winn
 



State Office
Bob Benson
Executive Director
512.782.0895
510 South Congress Avenue #102
Austin, TX 78704
http://audubontexas.org
audubontexas@audubon.org

Centers & Education
Ben Jones
Director of Education
214.309.5810

Coastal Stewardship Program
Iliana Peña
Director of Conservation
210.628.1639

Quail & Grassland Birds Program
Kelly Reyna, Ph.D.
Senior Program Manager
940.395.5128

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Susan Albert
Center Director
210.628.1639
10750 Pleasanton Road
San Antonio, TX 78221-9688

Trinity River Audubon Center
Chris Culak
Center Director
214.309.5870
6500 Great Trinity Forest Way
Dallas, TX 75217

Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center 
at Cedar Hill
Patty McGill, Ph.D.
Center Director
214.309.5811
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