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At the same time, growing communities of African refugees and immigrants at the border were
seeing increased Immigration and Customs Enforcement presence and vapid displays of white
supremacy and even instances of hate violence.
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A SINGLE STEP

by Hawa Allan

And so it ends,

that journey of seven
thousand miles—
with a single step.

Ferried by swollen
feet, having clutched
at the underbelly

of cargo trucks,

head inches
above a blur
of tar and dust.

Dirt-washed

from ancient lands
where war is weather
and weather is war,

you have survived
the arbitrary
blunt force

of history.

And now you
seek the asylum
of my quiet
desperation.

So take a single step,
a quantum jump
into a higher order
of worlds, and find

that you are
always arriving
at the border.

A wall of tongues,
impenetrable ears,

a fortress of detention
locked by unscalable
bond.

Step into the land
of the relatively
free,

a home that is
braved.

Come, walk in
shackled to this new
state.

Welcome to
our adverse
cities.

As you file in
numbers, know
that we are here
waiting to see you.
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In early 2016, the Black Alliance for Just Immigration
(BAJI) began hearing reports of a sharp increase in
the amount of Haitian migrants seeking entry into
the U.S. at the southern border. The migrants,
including many families with children, had walked
from Brazil through Central America and Mexico, to
seek refuge in an America that was quickly closing its
doors to immigrants and Black people. Advocates
and organizers at the border estimate that 4,000
Haitians were paroled into the U.S., and
approximately another 4,000 were detained or
deported, and 3,000 Haitians were denied entry
outright. At the same time, growing communities of
African refugees and immigrants at the border were
seeing increased Immigration and Customs
Enforcement presence and vapid displays of white
supremacy and even instances of violent hate
crimes.

BAJI also learned that resources for recently arrived
Haitian and other Black immigrants, such as housing,
legal services, and Haitian-Creole and African
language translation and interpretation, were scarce.
As this human rights crisis emerged, BAJl began
building relationships with the few Black immigrant-
and refugee-serving organizations working at the
border including Haitian Bridge Alliance and
Partnership for the Advancement of New Americans
- San Diego. However, it became evident, that we
needed to engage a broader group of leaders if we
wanted to increase awareness of this Black migrant
crisis at the southern border.
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To begin this work, the Black Alliance for Just
Immigration (BAJI), Partnership for the Advancement
of New Amaericans (PANA), Haitian Bridge Alliance
(HBA), hosted the first ever Black-led, Black migrant
focused, delegations to the U.S.-Mexico border on
July 28 -30, 2017. Forty organizers, attorneys,
politicians, clergy, and racial justice activists gathered
in San Diego address issues facing Black migrant-
serving organizations and hear from families who
recently arrived to the U.S. The leaders also visited
Black immigrants in Otay Mesa Detention Center and
developed a strategy to elevate the challenges facing
Black immigrants and refugees in border
communities.

This report discusses the economic, political, and
social drivers of the Black migrant human rights
crisis at the U.S./Mexico border and our analysis of
the trends and impact of border enforcement on
Black migrant communities. It also outlines our
recommendations for improving conditions facing
recently arrived Black immigrants and refugees living
in border states.
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Background

The nature of migration across the U.S. Mexican
border has changed dramatically in the last decade.
For the first time, non-Mexicans are the majority of
people crossing the border, and the total amount
of people crossing is the lowest it has ever been
since 1970%

A large drop in Mexican migrants accounts for the
major decrease in total migration. Along with this
decrease in Mexican migrants there has been a
sharp increase in non-Mexican migrants coming
from Central America, the Caribbean, Africa and
parts of Asia. By 2014, Central Americans alone

outnumbered the amount of migrants from Mexico?

These migrants, who travel from longer distances
are now the majority of the people crossing and
also getting apprehended at the border.?

1.http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/12/30/u-s-border-
apprehensions-of-mexicans-fall-to-historic-lows/
2.http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/evolving-and-
diversifying-nature-migration-us-mexico-border

3. http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/evolving-and-

diversifying-nature-migration-us-mexico-border
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Black Migrants

at the U.S. Mexico Border

People from the Caribbean make up the largest
share of migrants entering the border Outside of
Central Americans and Mexican migrants. Nearly
7,000 Haitian immigrants are now residing in
several border towns in Mexico. A recent Voice of
America report found that 19,000 African and
Haitian migrants arrived in Mexico in 2016 and up
to 700 a day were arriving in Tapachula, Mexico in
that same year? The reality of border towns on the
Mexican side of the border reflect the changing face
of migration.

Migrants frequently share their difficult and often
terrifying stories of paying smugglers and
navigating extreme danger and violence across the
many countries on the route. According to the
United Nations report, migrants pay anywhere from
$5,000 to $10,000 each for the non-authorized
journey across thousands of miles in the care of
smuggling networks. The report also indicated that
the smuggling business estimated to generate $6.6
billion a year for smugglers along Latin America's
routes to the U.S? The 2010 earthquake in Haiti
forced many peoples to leave, heading to Brazil
whose vibrant economy offered opportunities for
work. In Brazil, Haitian, African and other migrants
found were integrated into local economies until
the worst recession in 80 years began® This
coupled with political unrest in Brazil after a right 7
wing coup precipitated an intense anti-immigrant
sentiment ifl the country along with a sharp
decrease in job opportunities for low wage migrant
workers.

4 .https://www.voanews.com/a/african-migrants-latin-america-
jungle/3678060.html

5. https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/tocta/TOCTA_Report_2010_low_res.pdf

6. http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-fg-immigration-trek-
america-tijuana/
T.http://www.cnbc.com/2017/04/12/ousted-brazilian-president—
dilma-rousseff-i-was-the-victim-of-a-coup.html
8.http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-brazil-
immigration-20170503-story.html



KELVIN'S STORY

KELVIN FROM CAMEROUN WAS
ALSO UNABLE TO FIND A
LAWYER WILLING TO
REPRESENT HIM. HE IS
CLAIMING ASYLUM BASED ON
PERSECUTION AGAINST HIS
TRIBE BACK IN CAMEROUN.
DESPITE BEING GIVEN
RESOURCES FROM A
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
THAT MAY BE ABLE TO HELP
HIM, HE WAS STILL
UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIS
ATTEMPT TO REACH OUT TO
THEM.




figure 1. Non-Latin American Apprehensions at the U.S. - Mexico Border, FY 2016*
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UNACCOMPANIED MINORS

In one year, 70,000 unaccompanied Central
American minors crossed the U.S. border
fleeing environmental harm, oppressive
governmental regimes sponsored by the U.S,,
the transnational war on drugs, and a number
of other life threatening conflicts. It is unclear
how many of these migrants are Black but
reports suggest that many of them are
members of Garifuna communities who have
been dealing with the consequences of
environmental damage, land grabs and narco
trafficking.9

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

There has been drastic improvement in the
Mexican economy which has coincided with the
worsening conditions in the U.S. economy.
Increasing economic opportunities in Mexico
has decreased the amount of Mexican migrants
entering and increasing those who exit from
the United States.

ENFORCEMENT TRENDS

Immigration enforcement trends in United
States have lowered crossing opportunities for
Mexican migrants while at the same time
difficulty enforcing Mexico's southern border
has increased the non-Mexican immigrant
population. While border crossing has
decreased to historic lows, the U.S. is
increasingly concerned about border security.
This has driven increased border enforcement
and security, which began during the Bush
administration and expanded under President
Obama.

The constant desire to maintain military
budgets, has also played a major role in
immigration enforcement trends. As the U.S.
decreased funding for two major war theaters
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Pentagon and the
Department of Homeland Security have used
immigration as an argument for increased
spending. This demand for funds has led to
Pentagon and DHS officials lobbying for
increased budgets to address border security.

9.http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Garifuna-Flee-Discrimination-and-Land-Grabs-in-Record-Numbers-20170223-0002 . html
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FEDERAL BORDER ENFORCEMENT

EXECUTIVE ORDER ON BORDER SECURITY & IMMIGRATION

ENFORCEMENT IMPROVEMENTS

- On January 25, 2017 Pre5|dent Trump 5|gned an executive order "Border Securlty and Immlgratlon

hoto: foun iae, upload.wikimedia.org
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STATE & LOCAL BORDER ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

Arizona

Arizona's SB 1070, law which legalized racial profiling for immigration enforcement purposes, also prevents
any city from enacting sanctuary policies. Under this law, when an immigrant does not have their
immigration authorization paperwork on them, they can be charged with a misdemeanor. The bill also
imposes penalties on individuals that assist undocumented immigrants. This law also made it illegal for
undocumented immigrants to solicit work and requires that law enforcement inquire about employment.
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Anti-immigrant sentiment in Arizona has led to health clinic raids in border communities. Organizations

like No More Deaths give aid to immigrants who have recently crossed the border and document crossing
14

deaths. Their clinics have been experienced consistent raids, compromising safety.

California

11
Senate Bill 54 (SB 54): California’s landmark “sanctuary state” bill to protect immigrants without legal
residency in the U.S., part of a broader push by Democrats to counter expanded deportation orders under
the Trump administration.

California’s state sanctuary bill would limit Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) cooperation in
state jails while allowing law enforcement to alert ICE when an undocumented immigrant is in jail because
of a violent felony. SB-54 prohibits state and local agencies from participating in immigration enforcement.
This bill would create ‘safe zones,’ and encourage many public institutions to adopt state policies. SB54
permits collaboration with federal agencies on non-immigration related enforcement 2fforts.

New Mexico

o . .. 15 . ,
New Mexico is currently working on sanctuary state legislation. Despite lack of robust statewide
legislation, New Mexico already has prominent sanctuary cities like Santa Fe and Albuquerque.

Texas

Texas has banned sanctuary cities. SB4 is a Texas state bill that forces local law enforcement agencies
and government offices to do the work of federal immigration officers. The bill specifically states that it
punishes local officials who choose to prioritize their communities’ safety over the anti-immigrant agenda
of the federal government, corrodes public trust in law enforcement, and drives victims and witnesses of
crime into the shadows.*®

The bill also allows law enforcement to ask the immigration status of people who they detaini.7 This bill
makes a range of local leaders subject to a misdemeanor for not complying, including officials at public
colleges. Recently, the border town of El Cenizo, Texas joined a lawsuit against this bill, with advocates

like League of United Latin American Citizens taking the lead. This bill requires that all jails comply with
detainer request and gives the state attorney general the power to remove from office elected officials
that do not comply.



TAKING ACTION TO SERVE BLACK
MIGRANTS AT THE BORDER

Despite our efforts, we recognize that a holistic strategy is needed to
support Black immigrants, refugees, and advocates at the border. Some of
the acute needs that BAJl and participants in the delegation to the border
identified include:

* funding for Black immigrant and refugee organizations to provide services, advocacy initiatives, and transition
support to recently arrived Black migrants.

® Mechanisms to hold some of the larger, more resourced organizations operating at the border accountable to
serving all migrants, including Black migrants, that seek their support.

* Engagement with policy makers, clergy, funders and other stakeholders in border communities.

® Culturally competent attorneys and Creole and African-language interpreters

* Creating space for Black leadership in immigration and refugee advocacy initiatives at the border.

11.http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-skelton-sanctuary-state-compromise-20170316-story.html
12.https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB54
13.http://www.npr.org/2017/06/28/534671455/aid-group-shuts-down-migrant-aid-camp-after-border-patrol-raidand document crossing
deaths.

14.http://www.npr.org/2017/06/28/534671455/aid-group-shuts-down-migrant-aid-camp-after-border-patrol-raid
15.https://www.abgjournal.com/957077/nm-house-slows-down-immigration-bill.ntml

16. https://www.aclutx.org/en/sb4

17. https://www.texastribune.org/2017/05/07/abbott-signs-sanctuary-cities-bill/



Written by Nancy Adossi, Ed.D., Tadios Belay, Carl Lipscombe, & Benjamin Ndugga-Kabuye.
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CONCLUS

We have tried to capture our observa
those that have sacrificed everything
that the entirety of this experience g¢
report will be the first of its kind, and
migrants at the southern border and

their experiences. More importantly,
to continue mobilizing Black commu

and human rights for all Black immig

ey
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