


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;  
 Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; 
 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12;  
 Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday:  Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 3:8-14; 
 Jn 8:1-11; 
 Alternate readings (Year A): 
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; 
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

Lost And Found 
The parable of the father and his sons is one of the most familiar of all of Jesus’ stories. The father in the 
parable is lavish in forgiveness and revels in the return of his young son, who was lost and now is found. The 
older son is also lost—lost in his refusal to forgive, lost in his failure to grasp his father’s generous spirit. The 
Israelites spent many years lost in the desert, seeking the land of milk and honey, yet often failing to seek the 
God who delivered and fed them. We are sometimes lost as well. We lose sight of the Lord and the Lord’s 
ways. God never loses sight of us, however. God waits, ready for us to come to our senses, ready to welcome 
us back with open arms. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — God’s people enter the promised land, 
observe the Passover, and eat of the produce of the land (Joshua 
5:9a, 10-12) or 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord 
(Psalm 34) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — We are now ambassadors for Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:17-21) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — We must rejoice when our brother who was dead in 
sin repents and comes back to life (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) or John 
9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Friday:  First Friday; Abstinence;  
  April Fool’s Day 
Saturday:  St. Francis of Paola; First Saturday 

Prayer Of The Week 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

O God, who through your Word 
reconcile the human race to yourself in a 

wonderful way, 
grant, we pray, 

that with prompt devotion and eager faith 
the Christian people may hasten 

toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Reflection question: 
How am I preparing myself for the celebrations of 
Holy Week? Is there more that I can do? 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, 
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Today, “Laetare Sunday,” breaks the somberness of 
Lent for a little rejoicing, and the readings all 
summon us to an awareness of reconciliation. One of 
the best-loved stories of our tradition is today’s 
Gospel story of the runaway son and the prodigal 
father. Prodigal, of course, is an adjective meaning 
“spendthrift or extravagant to a degree bordering on 
recklessness,” and although the boy maxes out the 
credit cards, it is really the father who is prodigal 
with forgiveness. 
Part of the excitement of this Laetare Sunday is 
rooted in the ancient catechumenate. Long ago, 
midway through Lent, the “elect” were focusing 
more and more on the gift of reconciliation 
accomplished for them by Christ and about to be 
realized in the Easter sacraments they were 
preparing to celebrate. In some places, the elect were 
even bedecked with roses on this day. A person 
bedecked with roses sticks out in a crowd; a person 
formed by the Eucharist and committed to living a 
life of reconciliation does, too. That’s you! 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Arm the Photon Torpedoes 

Usually the first reading is picked to go with the 
Gospel. This week the connection appears to be a 
feast. The book of Joshua tells of the Israelites 
coming into the Promised Land, where they no 
longer needed to be fed with manna as in the de-
sert. They had been wandering much longer than 
expected because of their unfaithfulness. But now 
they are forgiven, and so celebrate the Passover 
with food from the land. Then we hear the Gospel 
parable about another feast. This one is also a cel-
ebration of forgiveness, for the prodigal son has 
returned to his father, and the father's forgiveness 
shows us how willing God is to forgive us. That's 
where we end the parable, right? 
Wrong. The parable continues with the older son's 
complaint about a feast for his brother. Did you 
notice the words of the father that "everything I 
have is yours" (Luke 15:31)? He's not just being 
sentimental because they are family. The younger 
brother had already taken his inheritance, so what-
ever was left will one day go to the older one. 
That son cannot forgive his brother and is angry at 
the father for welcoming the prodigal back. This 
is where we come in. 
Most of us have no trouble asking God's for-
giveness. But we may have trouble forgiving oth-
ers. We are so used to thinking in terms of justice 
that we are not satisfied with forgiveness. When I 
have been hurt, I feel like hitting back. When you 
see an action movie, you don't want the bad guy 
to give up and say he's sorry--you expect him to 
be destroyed by the good guy, hopefully in a big 
fight or a spectacular explosion. (Superheroes, 
however, almost never kill the bad guy.) 
So we have to ask ourselves whose idea of justice 
we live by. Is it the human expectation of an eye 
for an eye? Or is it God's justice, which is mercy 
and forgiveness? When someone cuts you off in 
traffic, do you feel like firing the photon torpe-
does, or offering forgiveness? The Golden Rule 
could be "Forgive others as you would be forgiv-
en." Jesus gave his life for the sins of the world. 
Do we have the right to ask for more 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  
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• CONVENIENT OFF STREET PARKING

• PRE NEED • CREMATION

• DIGNIFIED, DEPENDABLE & AFFORDABLE

3501 Main St., Munhall, PA 15120

Michael T. Perovich, Supervisor

David R. Wasik, Director 412-462-2288
Dotty Wasik, Director Benjamin W. Perovich, Director

Kyra Mangold-Ostovich, Director Alisha M. Metz, Director/Aftercare
www.swgfuneralhome.com

www.stahlplumbingpittsburgh.com

412-462-1111
24 Hr Emergency Service 

Available for ALL Problems Including:

 • Burst Pipe

 • Clogged Drain

 • Leaky Faucets and Pipes

 • No Hot Water

 • Running Water

 • Low Shower Pressure

 • Valve Replacement

 • Basement Water

 • Heating Systems

 • A/C Systems

FREE ESTIMATES Lic. # PA 066244

Funeral and Cremation Care for Six Generations

John F. Slater, Supervisor

4201 Brownsville Rd.,

Brentwood, 

Pittsburgh PA 15227

412-881-4100

www.johnfslater.com

JOHN F. SLATER FUNERAL HOME, INC. A Gracious  
Experience In 

Retirement 
Living

Now Accepting Applications
111 Caroline St., Munhall, PA 15120
• Intercom Access • Small Pets Welcome

• Most Utilities Included
• Programs & Activities • Service Coordinator

Call 412.461.2993 for Eligibility Requirements
www.umcu-parkview.com

MICHAEL POREMSKI
PLUMBING & HEATING CO.

Serving Pittsburgh Since 1985
Full Plumbing • Heating & 

Excavating Services
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Reasonable Rates
(412) 885-9042

www.michaelporemskiplumbing.com
PA# PA052788

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine 
needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!

Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied
by representative at time of contract execution.

Offer ends 12/31/2021. 

Call during this program & receive a
$50 restaurant gift card with in-home

estimate & free gutter inspection!
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. 
This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and 
be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard 
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it 
deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) 
of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form 
provided at consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer 
ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-945-6629

YOU CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT
SEX TRAFFICKING, PORNOGRAPHY, AND 
TECH OR ENTERTAINMENT COMPANIES 

PROMOTING SEXUALLY EXPLOITIVE MESSAGES

For more information contact:
The National Center on Sexual Exploitation:
440 1st Street NW, Suite 840, Washington, DC 20001

Email: public@ncose.com     www.EndSexualExploitation.org
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BROWNSVILLE ROAD

SHOP ‘n SAVE
OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL!

(412) 881-4447   www.ShopNSaveFood.com

1719 Brownsville Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15210
Thaddeus T. Boron, Jr. ~ Supervisor

412/882-1506            Fellow Parishioners www.BoronFuneralHome.com

TRADITIONAL
FUNERALS

AND
CREMATIONS

1503 Brownsville Road * Pittsburgh, PA 15210 * 412-882-3850  * www.readshawfuneralhome.com

 KEVIN R. DIETERLE, Supervisor, Parishioner  HARRY A. READSHAW, III, President
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Pre-Need Planning and Complete Arrangements Available

ALCOSE CREDIT UNION
Now Offering Free Checking, Home Banking, Debit Card, IRA, and Visa

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (412) 881-8871

JOHN’S GARAGE
2727 Brownsville Rd.

“Full Service & Repair”
Inspection • Emission • Diagnostics

412-884-6878

PREGNANT? FOR HELP CALL:

Angels’ Place 412-321-4447
Birthright 412-621-1988
Rosalia 412-682-4410
Genesis 800-640-7190
Catholic Charities 412-687-6683

Sponsored by:
Respect Life Committee

Jaime Codispoti
Complete Auto Body Repair

5604 Homeville Road • West Miffin, PA 15122

412-466-6444

JOHN PAUL SPINA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

412-885-5358
• WILLS • REAL ESTATE

• PERSONAL INJURY • ESTATES

• BANKRUPTCY • CRIMINAL LAW

• DIVORCE • BUSINESS LAW

5136 Dolores Dr., Baldwin Boro 15227
FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

JOHN P. DONOVAN
Attorney

Wills & Estates
412-884-2800

WARNOCKS
TIRE & AUTO

412-882-6649
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

1518 Brownsville Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15210

STATE INSPECTION/EMISSION TEST

STARTING SYSTEMS

TUNE UPS

TIRE REPAIR/BALANCING

AIR CONDITIONING

BRAKES

QUICK OIL CHANGE

EXHAUST REPAIR

WELDING

ED’S GENERATOR SERVICE
“First In Service Since 1938”

412-881-0300
Alternators •  Generators • Starters • Regulators • Batteries • Foreign & Domestic
2029 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15210

J.J. WILD
35 Years of Experience

Lic#PA047878

 Stone Wall
 Construction
 and
 Reconstruction

412-882-9597

Mary Margaret Isabella
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Wills & Estates - Power of Attorney
Family Law

412-881-0700
mmiesq1@gmail.com
4701 Baptist Rd., 15227

Fellow Parishioner

COMFORT KEEPERS
In-Home Care

(412) 653-6100
ComfortKeepers.com

JEFFREY A. GOLVASH, ESQUIRE
GOLVASH & EPSTEIN, LLC

Attorneys At Law
Wills / Trusts / Estates

Personal / Vaccine Injury
Corporate/Business

Brentwood Office - 9 Dewalt Avenue
412.882.4717

jgolvash@golvashepstein.com
Fellow Parishioner

“Over 41 years of keeping you 
and your family comfortable!”

412-884-7763 
2728 Lachman Way

Pittsburgh

www.professionalplumbingpittsburgh.com
Proplumb1@aol.com

CALL FOR PARISHIONER DISCOUNT!

Professional
Plumbing & Heating

ANNA C. SULANOWSKI, ESQ.
FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY

• Divorce • Custody • Wills • PFA 

• Support • Adoption 

(412) 660-8754
www.ACSFamilyLaw.com

4275 Clairton Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15236

E x p e c t  t h e  U n e x p e c t e d . . .
Yo u  w i l l   b e  A m a z e d !

412-207-8381
usedfurnituregallery@yahoo.com

(1 mile south of the Liberty Tunnels)
1531 Saw Mill Run Blvd. (Rt.51)

Pittsburgh, PA 15210
www.usedfurnituregallery.com

412-882-9245
3301 Library Rd., Rt 88

www.budgettransmissionpgh.com
LOOKING TO PURCHASE, RENOVATE,

OR REFINANCE A HOME?
ANDY FRITZ

Catholic Mortgage Professional

724-772-3333 ext. 2130 • Andy@WelcomeHomeFinance.com
NMLS: 100806 NMLS: 1885308

MAKING MEMORIES
OF A LIFETIME

THROUGH
CUSTOMIZED

VACATION PLANNING
HEATHER

JOYCE

412.427.2732
heather@lifeisbettertraveling.com
Authorized Disney Vacation Specialist

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW!800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Interested in:
Diocesan Priesthood?

Call Fr. Mike Ackerman
Vocation Office
Diocese of Pittsburgh
(412) 456-3000 Ext. 3612

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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