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IPPNW Body Count 
• The question of casualty figures

– Public opinion and knowledge about military
interventions and the war on terror

– Media outlets on casualties
– Relation of casualty figures and levels of 

destruction
– Assessment of political programms and their

outcome
• IPPNW approach on casualty figures

– Iraq / Afghanistan / Pakistan
– Available data / assesment
– Modes of counting / reports with related data



Wikipedia entry Germany



Wikipedia entry US/International



10 Years after the invasion of Iraq



December 2006



Public opinion and knowledge about the war on terror

Poll conducted by YouGov (formerly Polimetrix) April 26 - May 2, 2012



How many Irakis died due to the invasion?
Poll conducted by Ipsos Public Affairs Feb. 12-15th 2007



Irak Body Count (IBC)
Deaths of civilians by english news reports cross checked with at least one other
source / weekly graph. Counts 117440 civilian deaths from 2003 to 2011



Passive investigations Iraq

• Various datasets compared



The Lancet Study 2006
• Mortality after the 2003 invasion of Iraq: a cross-sectional

cluster sample survey Published Online October 11, 2006

Excess
mortality in 
Iraq for the
period March, 
2003–
September,
2006, 
attributed to 
the invasion
of Iraq



Excess Mortality 2003-2006
• Excess number of deaths by causes (Natural/Violent)



Source of violence in Irak



Comparing the Lancet Study
• Comparison Lancet / 

ORB
• Comparison

epidemiology / 
passive survey over
time

Irak Body Count civilian deaths weekly



Relation of casualty figures and levels of 
destruction

• 1st World War
– 17 Million dead (40% civilians)

• 2nd World War
– 63,5 Million dead (60% civilians)

• Vietnam War 
– 5-9 Million dead incl. Laos/Cambodia (70% civilians) 

• Gulf War 1990-91 + Iraq War (80-90% civilians)
– 100000 soldiers/civilians + 500000 children as a 

consequence of the sanctions
– 1,5 Million Irakis 2003-2011



Afghanistan



When it hits, the JDAM generates an 8,500-degree fireball, gouges a 20-foot crater
as it displaces 10,000 pounds of dirt and rock and generates enough wind to 
knock down walls blocks away and hurl metal fragments a mile or more. "There
is a very great concussive effect. Damage to any human beings in the vicinity
would be pretty nasty," said Rob Hewson of Jane's. "A 2,000-pound bomb has an 
effective damage radius of at least 800 meters (about 2,600 feet)."



HRW: Airstrikes and civilian deaths
in Afghanistan



Oberst Klein promoted General 
2012

• Killing over 100 civilians in an airstrike



Afghanistan 2001-2011



Afghanistan altogether

• 2001-2011



Afghanistan/Pakistan 



Pakistan



Pakistan besides the war on terror
• The Most Important Other Conflict Areas besides the “War on Terror”:
• There is an armed conflict between nationalist-separatist forces and the state security 

forces in Balochistan that reaches into the 1950s. It is fairly safe to assume that the 
Pakistani state and military leadership declares all uniformed forces that are killed in 
these battles to be victims of the “war on terror” and counts them among them, even 
though this is neither factually nor politically justified. On the victims on the opposing 
side – among them hundreds or thousands of “disappeared” and “extra-legally 
executed” – there are no official data at all.

• There are contradictions between the Sunni majority and the Shiite minority that often 
violently escalate, which is accompanied by terror attacks against mosques and other 
religious sites, as well as by violent mass confrontations. But this conflict is by now 
also influenced by the “war on terror”; it is, however neither factually nor historically 
caused by it.

• Finally, there are the gang wars in the country’s largest city, Karachi. They are 
motivated by ethnic conflict, party politics, and criminal enterprises. Their roots also 
reach back at least into the 1990s. According to recent data (The Dawn, October 6, 
2011) at least 800 persons have already been killed in these conflicts during the 
current year. To me, this seems to be close to the average of previous years. Quite 
often, these are contract murders. All of the major parties are considered as more or 
less involved and complicit.



Drone Wars



• IPPNW Body Count: „The combined estimate for Pakistanis killed in 
the „war on terror“ is about 40.000 to 60.000 – up to 3000 from
Drone attacks“



„IPPNW Body Count“ summary

• The mode of counting and the definition of „war 
victim“ strongly influences the numbers of 
casualties to be found

• Infrastructure and regional development
influence the information that comes out of a war 
zone

• Passive investigations do not give a good picture
of the real numbers of casualties

• Political bias influences the reporting and 
counting of casualties



Thank you for being interested

House search in Amiriyah
Fallujah, Iraq, an area, where a 
particularly large number of 
people died, May 2007


