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Preface

Guru Gobind Singh was the last and the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs. The Sikhs believe that
after his death 'Guru Granth Sahib' was given the status of the Guru by Guru Gobind Singh
himself. The Sikhs firmly believe in the teachings enshrined in Shri Guru Granth Sahib and did
not tolerate any dissent group.

Contribution of Guru Gobind Singh to Sikh Panth is an unparalleled in the history of
human kind. He sacrificed his four sons, father and mother for the sake of Sikh religion. He
fought a number of battles against the Mughals and several rulers of the hill States. In 1699
A.D. he founded the Khalsa Panth. After this all the Nanakpanthis became baptised Sikhs
adhering to Five K's.

In addition to several manuscripts relating to Guru Gobind Singh, a large number of
books in English, Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu have been written. An attempt has been made to
cover all the books however, entries of some books may not be in the list for want of
availability. Articles appeared in the newspapers have not been covered for lack of references
and footnotes. This bibliography covers books in English, Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu; selected
articles in English & Punjabi; Ph.D. theses and manuscripts available in Bhai Gurdas Central
Library, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar. In preparing this bibliography the major role has
been played by Mrs. Kulvir Kaur Assistant Librarian in Bhai Gurdas Central Library. | am thankful
to all those library professionals who have made some contribution in this project.

This bibliography will prove very useful to students/researchers/scholars as well as
common readers of Sikh history. This bibliography will be put on the Website of University
Library which will make it accessible throughout the World.

I am highly obliged to our worthy Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Ajaib Singh Brar for his
continuous encouragement to such efforts for the academic community.

(Dr. H. S. Chopra)

PhD. (His.) PhD. (Lib. & Inf. Sc.)
University Librarian
chopra_gndu@yahoo.com,
gndu_librarian@yahoo.com

Bhai Gurdas Central Library

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar



List of Subject Headings

For the convenience of the Readers/Scholars the bibliography has been divided into
following subject headings:

1. General Works

2. Biographies

3. Works on Philosophy

4. Teachings

5. Dasam Granth Sahib

6. Jaap Sahib

7. Chandi Di Vaar

8. Bachitar Natak

9. Akaal Ustat

10. Zafarnama and Fatehnama
11. Travels

12. Battles

13. Khalsa Panth

14. Gurdwaras

15. Selected Articles

16. Books in Punjabi

17. Selected Articles in Punjabi
18. Books in Hindi

19. Books in Urdu

20. Theses and Dissertations

21. Manuscripts



Format of the Entries

An attempt has been made to cover almost all the books in English, Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu
and Manuscripts relating to Guru Gobind Singh even then some books might have not been
covered. As this bibliography will be regularly up-dated bi-annually, therefore, we assume its
completeness in all respects.

We have included different editions of the books if the publishers are different and date
of publishing is different.

* It denotes the book is not available in Guru Nanak Dev University.

s.l. No place (of Publication)
s.n. No name (of Publisher)
n.d. No date (of Publication)
ed. Editor

tr. Translator

comp. Compiler

pt., pts. Part, Parts

rev. Revised

vol. Volume

This bibliography will be in PDF format which can be downloaded from the university
website i.e. www.gndu.ac.in

The format of the entry will be as following:
Entry of the Book.
Author/Editor/Translator/Compiler

Title; sub-title (each subsequent statement of responsibility). Edition statement. Place of
Publication, Name of Publisher, Year of Publication. Pt./vol.2.

Entry of the Article

Author(s)Title of the article. Name of the Journal. Volume No. (Issue No.). Pages.
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Brief life-sketch of Sri Guru Gobind Singh

Guru Gobind Singh (earlier name Gobind Rai) was born to Guru Tegh Bahadur, the Ninth
Sikh Guru and Mata Gujri on Poh Sudi 7, 1723 Bikrami corresponding to the month of
December, 1666 at Patna, a big town of historic fame in the province of Bihar, now a State
Capital of Bihar there stands a sacred shrine, Takht Sri Harimandar Sahib, one of the five most
honoured seats of religious authority for the Sikhs. He was born while his father was on a tour
of the neighbouring state of Assam, spreading God’s word. Returning to Patna in 1670 A.D., he
directed his family to return to Punjab. Guru Gobind Singh lived at Patna until he was five then
he was sent to Anandpur Sahib (Punjab).

Gobind Rai was escorted to Anandpur (then known as Chakk Nanaki) on the foothills of
the Shivalik hills where he reached in March 1672. His early education included reading and
writing of Punjabi, Braj, Sanskrit and Persian. At Anandpur, he started studying Punjabi under
Sahib Chand and Persian under Qazi Pir Mohammad. Having received training in the use of
sword and spear, bow and arrow, musket and matchlock, the child-Guru hunted in the Jungles
around Anandpur. A small force of Sikhs recruited by his uncle Kirpal Chand took charge of the
protection of the young Guru. Guru Gobind Singh was barely nine years of age when a sudden
turn came in his life as well as in the history of community he was destined to lead. His father
fought for the religious freedom of the harassed Kashmiri Pandits who were being forcibly
converted to Islam by the Mughal ruler Aurangzeb. He was beheaded on November 11, 1675 at
Chandni Chowk, Delhi. After the martyrdom of the Ninth Guru, his son Gobind Rai accepted the
leadership of the Sikh community. Guru Gobind Singh was formally installed as Guru on the
Baisakhi day of 1733 Bikrami/March 29, 1676. He took charge of the Sikh masses, and like his
grandfather, the Sixth Guru, Guru Har Gobind, he took to arms. Thus Guru Gobind Singh was a
challenge to Aurangzeb, who ruled from Kanya Kumari in the South to Kabul in the North of
India. Guru Gobind Singh became the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs at the age of nine years. Guru
Gobind Singh had four sons namely — Ajit Singh, Jujhar Singh, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh.

Guru Gobind Singh had a natural genius for poetic composition and his early years were
assiduously given to this pursuit. The Var Sri Bhagauti Ji Ki, popularly called Chandi Di Var,
written in 1684, was his first composition and his only major work in the Punjabi language.
Much of Guru Gobind Singh’s literary work was done at Paonta, which he founded on the bank
of the river Yamuna and to which site he had temporarily shifted in April 1685. He also gave
special attention to the composition of literature. He wrote a number of poems in praise of God
- Jaap Sahib, Akaal Ustat, Gian Probodh, Shabad Hazare, 33 Swayyas, Zafarnama etc. His
writings in complete form was given the name of Dasam Granth.

During his stay at Paonta, Guru Gobind Singh availed himself of his spare time to
practice different forms of many exercises, such as riding, swimming and archery. For the first
20 years or so of his life, Guru Gobind Singh lived peacefully at Anandpur practicing arms and
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exercises to complete his training as a soldier. In a period of about 20 years, in between 1686
AD to 1706 AD, the Guru had to face and fight about 16 fights. In the wars of Guru Gobind
Singh, where there was not even the thought of a Red-Cross Society, it was Bhai Kanniaha who
started serving the injured soldiers alike.

In March 1699, Guru Gobind Singh laid the foundation of the Khalsa at Anandpur Sahib.
He offered Amrit to the Panj Piaras (five beloved ones). All of them surnamed Singh meaning
lion, were required to wear in future the five symbols of the Khalsa, all beginning with the letter
K - the Kesh or long hair and beard, Kangha - a comb, Kara- an iron bracelet, Kachch — short
breeches and Kirpan — a sword. Guru Gobind Singh then received initiatory rites from five
disciples, now invested with authority as Khalsa and had his name changed to Gobind Rai to
Gobind Singh. In fact, thousands of people took the Amrit that day prepared by stirring a dagger
in a steel vessel containing water. In one movement he finished the distinction of caste and
creed. He gave a new identity to his followers, and took them to live a morally high life. It was a
great miracle. A new organization was born with the holy duty of protecting the poor and the
oppressed. These were fearless soldiers in the cause of righteousness. They joined the fold of
the Khalsa.

The birth of the new order became an eyesore for the Mughal King. In 1705, the two
elder sons of Guru Gobind Singh died fighting in a fierce battle at Anandpur Sahib. Two younger
ones, hardly seven and five years old, were bricked alive by the Governor of Sarhind. Their
grandmother held as a prisoner by the Governor, could not stand this tragedy. She died of grief.
Thus the Tenth Guru sacrificed his whole family for the cause of truth, justice and equality. He
himself left this world on Kattak Sudi 5, 1765 Bikrami/October 7, 1708 in Maharashtra. Before
he died, he declared that there would be no living Guru after him, and that all spiritual guidance
would be obtained from the Holy Book, Guru Granth Sahib.
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Ahluwalia, Rajinder Singh
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Ardaman Singh
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