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MISSION
To advocate for composers from historically 
underrepresented groups by promoting 
repertoire diversity and inclusion in the areas of 
concert music programming, music education, 
research and publishing, and community 
engagement through interactive digital tools, 
data curation, and public advocacy.



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

Beaudoin, Stephen Marc
Bennett, Carolyn
Bergauer, Aubrey
Betinis, Abbie
Bove, Kaitlyn
Capellan, Miriam
Colgate, Laura
Crawford, Lisa
Davids, Brent Michael
Dittmar, Shane
Doyle, Brian
Ege, Samantha
Ewell, Philip
Ewing, Micah
Feitkamp, Aiden
Foofat, Nadège
Geibelhausen, Robin
Gonzalez-Granados, Lina
Green, Anthony

Harrison, Scott
Hartma, Lee
Higdon, Jennifer
Houghtalen, Brandon
Hung, Eric
Jolley, Jennifer
Karpman Laura
Lauritzen, Brian
Lawyer, Alecia
Lynch, John
Mitchell, Benjamin
Mitchell, Brett
McKoin, Sarah
Mooke, Martha
Morrison, Matthew
Murdock, Molly
Nourbakhsh, Niloufar
O’Connor-Ballantyne, Katie
Rever, Amy

Sankaram, Kamala
Shadle, Doug
Shapiro, Alex
Silpayamanant, Jon
Stitt, Georgia
Stölzel, Ingrid
Threinen, Emily
Turner, Cynthia Johnson
Wallace, Jake
Wertheimer, Melissa
West, Matthew
Witte, Peter
Woods, Seth Parker
Yim, Ed



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

Beaudoin, Stephen Marc
Bennett, Carolyn
Bergauer, Aubrey
Betinis, Abbie
Bove, Kaitlyn
Capellan, Miriam
Colgate, Laura
Crawford, Lisa
Davids, Brent Michael
Dittmar, Shane
Doyle, Brian
Ege, Samantha
Ewell, Philip
Ewing, Micah
Feitkamp, Aiden
Foofat, Nadège
Geibelhausen, Robin
Gonzalez-Granados, Lina
Green, Anthony

Harrison, Scott
Hartman, Lee
Higdon, Jennifer
Houghtalen, Brandon
Hung, Eric
Jolley, Jennifer
Karpman Laura
Lauritzen, Brian
Lawyer, Alecia
Lynch, John
Mitchell, Benjamin
Mitchell, Brett
McKoin, Sarah
Mooke, Martha
Morrison, Matthew
Murdock, Molly
Nourbakhsh, Niloufar
O’Connor-Ballantyne, Katie
Rever, Amy

Sankaram, Kamala
Shadle, Doug
Shapiro, Alex
Silpayamanant, Jon
Stitt, Georgia
Stölzel, Ingrid
Threinen, Emily
Turner, Cynthia Johnson
Wallace, Jake
Wertheimer, Melissa
West, Matthew
Witte, Peter
Woods, Seth Parker
Yim, Ed



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

Brief introduction

Composer Diversity Database

Genre Databases

Season Analyses

Best Practices

New Initiatives



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

Brief introduction

Composer Diversity Database

Genre Databases

Season Analyses

Best Practices

New Initiatives



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

Brief introduction

Composer Diversity Database

Genre Databases

Season Analyses

Best Practices

New Initiatives



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

120 ORCHESTRAS

(%’s & #’s)
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20%-32% Works per Season
(9 orchestras)

15%-19% Works per Season
(10 orchestras)

10%-14% Works per Season
(24 orchestras)

5%-9% Works per Season
(34 orchestras)

1%-4% Works per Season
(18 orchestras)

0% Works per Season
(24 orchestras)

% of works 
by women 
composers
per season
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8-12 Works per Season
(8 orchestras)

5-6 Works per Season
(11 orchestras)

2-3 Works per Season
(32 orchestras)

1-2 Works per Season
(44 orchestras)

0 Works per Season
(25 orchestras)

# of works 
by women 
composers
per season
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Philadelphia Orchestra

L W H
17-18 16% 2% 3%
18-19 10% 2%* 4%
19-20 22% 16% 8%
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(Programs vs. Titles vs. Names)
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DISTRIBUTION
WOMEN 

COMPOSERS
UNDERREPRESENTED

HERITAGES
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COMPOSERS

PROGRAMS

8%
TITLES

13%
NAMES

18%

PROGRAMS

6%
TITLES

10%
NAMES

16%

PROGRAMS

11%
TITLES

19%
NAMES

28%
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USUAL SUSPECTS
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Performances of Works by
Ludwig van Beethoven: 434 (10.5%)

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: 210 (5%)
Pyotr Tchaikovsky: 147 (3.5%)
Johannes Brahms: 144 (3.5%)

Antonin Dvorak: 98 (2%)
Sergei Rachmaninoff: 96 (2%)

Maurice Ravel: 97 (2%)
Richard Strauss: 89 (2%)

Sergei Prokofiev: 83 (2%)
Gustav Mahler: 80 (2%)

Dmitri Shostakovich: 77 (2%)
Felix Mendelssohn: 77 (2%)
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OVER 20 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Beethoven Symphony No. 5 (31)
Beethoven Symphony No. 3 (29)
Beethoven Symphony No. 7 (27
Beethoven Violin Concerto (27)
Mussorgsky Pictures at an Exhibition (25)
Beethoven Symphony No. 6 (24)
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 (23)
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5 (23)
Beethoven Symphony No. 9 (23)
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 3 (21)

20 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Brahms Symphony No. 2
Dvořák Symphony No. 8
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 5
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto

19 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 1
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 3
Beethoven Symphony No. 4
Mendelssohn, Felix Violin Concerto

18 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Dvořák Symphony No. 9
Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue

17 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Beethoven Symphony No. 2
Berlioz Symphonie Fantastique
Debussy La Mer
Grieg Piano Concerto
Holst The Planets
Mozart Symphony No. 41

16 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2
Beethoven Symphony No. 1
Beethoven Symphony No. 8
Prokofiev Symphony No. 5
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2
Ravel Boléro

15 PROGRAMMED PERFORMANCES 
Brahms Symphony No. 4
Elgar Enigma Variations
Mozart Requiem
Rachmaninoff Symphonic Dances
Ravel Piano Concerto in G Major
Schumann, Robert Piano Concerto
Stravinsky Firebird Suite
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 4
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Historical Women Composers

0 Performances

(performed in 2015-2016 by 89 U.S. Orchestras)
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Historical Women Composers

61 Performances
Bacewicz, Grazyna – Concerto for String Orchestra (2)

Bacewicz, Grazyna – Overture

Beach, Amy – Allegro di molto from Gaelic Symphony

Beach, Amy – Variations on a Balkan Theme

Boulanger, Lili – Of a Sad Evening (7)

Boulanger, Lili – Of a Spring Morning (14)

Boulanger, Nadia – Fantasy for Piano and Orchestra

Farrenc, Louise – Nonet in E-flat Major

Farrenc, Louise – Overture

Farrenc, Louise – Symphony No. 2

Farrenc, Louise – Symphony No. 3

Mendelssohn, Fanny – Overture in C Major (4)

Price, Florence – Juba & Finale (from Symphony No. 1)

Price, Florence – Dances in the Canebrakes (2)

Price, Florence – Mississippi River Suite

Price, Florence – Piano Concerto in One Mvt. (4)

Price, Florence – Piano Concerto No. 1

Price, Florence – Symphony No. 3

Price, Florence – Symphony No. 4

Price, Florence – The Oak

Price, Florence – Violin Concerto No. 1

Price, Florence – Violin Concerto No. 2

Schumann, Clara – Piano Concerto (5)

Smyth, Dame Ethel – Concerto for Horn and Violin

Smyth, Dame Ethel – On the Cliffs of Cornwall

Tailleferre, Germaine – Ouverture pour orchestre

Ustvolskaya, Galina – Piano Concerto

Ustvolskaya, Galina – Symphonic Poem No. 2

Williams, Mary Lou – Selections from Zodiac Suite

(performed in 2019-2020 by 120 U.S. Orchestras)
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15-25%
Women Composers

15-25%
Underrepresented Heritages

25-35%
Living Composers
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3-OR-MORE
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Performances of 3+ Works by
Beethoven: 56 orchestras (46%)

Mozart: 28 orchestras (23%)
Brahms: 12 orchestras (10%)

Tchaikovsky: 12 orchestras (10%)
Richard Strauss: 8 orchestras (7%)

Dvorak: 7 orchestras (6%)
J.S. Bach: 5 orchestras (4%)

Prokofiev: 5 orchestras (4%)
Ravel: 5 orchestras (4%)

Copland: 4 orchestras (3%)
Mahler: 4 orchestras (3%)

Stravinsky: 4 orchestras (3%)
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Potential Open Slots if “3-or-More” is avoided

Total: 496
Group 1: 318

Group 2: 80

Group 3: 44

Group 4: 7

Group 5: 19

Non-LAO Orchestras: 28
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1. Avoid only programming concert-to-concert
2. Avoid “othering” with programs that focus 

on a single demographic—distribute diverse 
programming throughout the season

3. 15%-25%-35%
4. Avoid “3-or-More” whenever possible
5. Encourage diverse programming in the 

“longer” slots in your concert programs (not 
just shorter openers)
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EXERCISE
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Concert 1 Concert 2 Concert 3 Concert 4 Concert 5

Copland:
Fanfare for the Common 
Man

Kenji Bunch:
Groovebox Fantasy

Pierre Jalbert:
Music of Air and Fire

Alex Temple:
Liebeslied

Gabriela Lena Frank:
Three Latin American 
Dances

Saint-Saens:
Cello Concerto

Vaughan Williams:
The Lark Ascending

Florence Price
Piano Concerto No. 1

Huang Ruo:
Folk Songs for Orchestra

Ravel:
Piano Concerto in G

Reena Esmail:
This Love Between Us

Mussorgsky:
Pictures at an Exhibition

Tchaikovsky:
Symphony No. 6

Rachmaninoff:
Piano Concerto No. 3

Chris Theofanidis:
Symphony No. 1

Concert 6 Concert 7 Concert 8 Concert 9 Concert 10

James Lee III:
Sukkot Through Orion’s 
Nebula

Vivian Fung:
Pizzicato

Mozart:
Magic Flute Overture

Mendelssohn:
Overture to a 
Midsummer 
Night's Dream

George Walker:
Lyric for Strings

Dvorak:
Cello Concerto

Sibelius:
Violin Concerto

Hummel:
Trumpet Concerto

Nkeiru Okoye:
Black Bottom

Jennifer Higdon:
Viola Concerto

Holst:
The Planets

Beethoven:
Symphony No. 6

Jimmy López:
Symphony No. 2 "Ad 

Astra"

Mahler:
Symphony No. 4

Rimsky-Korsakov:
Scheherezade
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Concert 1 Concert 2 Concert 3 Concert 4 Concert 5

Copland:
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Piano Concerto No. 3
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Concert 6 Concert 7 Concert 8 Concert 9 Concert 10

James Lee III:
Sukkot Through Orion’s 
Nebula

Vivian Fung:
Pizzicato

Mozart:
Magic Flute Overture

Mendelssohn:
Overture to a 
Midsummer 
Night's Dream

George Walker:
Lyric for Strings
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Cello Concerto
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Holst:
The Planets

Beethoven:
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Jimmy López:
Symphony No. 2 "Ad 

Astra"

Mahler:
Symphony No. 4

Rimsky-Korsakov:
Scheherezade

WOMEN: 23%
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Concert 1 Concert 2 Concert 3 Concert 4 Concert 5

Copland:
Fanfare for the Common 
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Viola Concerto

Holst:
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Jimmy López:
Symphony No. 2 "Ad 

Astra"

Mahler:
Symphony No. 4

Rimsky-Korsakov:
Scheherezade

HERITAGES: 30%
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Copland:
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Scheherezade

LIVING: 37%
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Concert 1 Concert 2 Concert 3 Concert 4 Concert 5

Copland:
Fanfare for the Common 
Man
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TRADITIONAL: 53%
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1. Instrumental Teams
2. Chamber Database
3. Other Databases (choral, etc.)
4. Audition Excerpts
5. Collegiate Season Analyses
6. Military Ensemble Season Analyses
7. State Solo/Ensemble Lists
8. Pandora
9. Disabled Composers

10. Libraries/Scholarship
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QUESTIONS?
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